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(i)

THE

AUTHOR
T O T H E

READER
^TT^ HIS Historical Summary con-

jj^ cerning the Britifli continent planta-

tions in North-America, we publifhed in

loofe {heets by way of pamphlet, feuille

volante, or los-blad ; which in their nature

are temporary, and foon loft ; but as it is

generally well received, that it may be

more permanent, we publifli it in two large

odavo volumes.

Vol. I. Part I. contains general affairs,

viz. fome account of ancient and modern
colonies, the firft grants and fettling of our

continent colonies and Weft-India iflands,

Vol. I. A and



(ii)

and the adjoining French and Spanifli fet-

tlements, with remarks of various natures.

Vol. I. Part ii. contains, i. The Hud-
fon's-bay company's fettlements, fadories

or lodges, and their fur and fkin trade.

2. Newfoundland cod-fifliery. 3. The pro-

vince of Nova-Scotia ; the vicifTitudes un-

der the Britifli and French jurifdidions,

4. The feveral grants united by a new char-

ter in the province of Maflachufetts-bay.

Vol. IL concerning the fundry other

Britifli provinces, colonies, or plantations,

in the continent of North-America, viz.

New-Hampfliire, Rhode-Ifland, Connedi-

cut, Eaft and Weft Jerfeys, Penfylvania

higher and lower, Maryland, and Virginia.

Throughout are interfperfed feveral mifcel:-

laneous affairs, fuch as the natural hiftory,

the dlftempers at times epidemical, and

the endemial difeafes in thefe various cli-

mates, with their paper currencies ; as

alfo fome addenda and corrigenda, parti-

cularly, if, by hiftorical freedoms ufed,

any juft offence (humanum eft errare) is

given to perfon or perfons, it fhall be can-

didly redified.

The



The writer, with candour, acknowledges

that in the affair of commodore Knowles's

imprefs in the harbour of Bofton, Nov.

1747,' there was fomewhat of paflionate

warmth and indifcretion, merely in affec-

tion to Bofton, and country of New-Eng-
land, his altera patria ; but not with ran-

cour or malice, having no perfonal ac-

quaintance nor dealings with Mr. Knowles

;

therefore from common fame, he (as hifto-

rians do) only narrates his peculiar temper,

his feverity in difcipline, and not fo much
regard as fome other fea commanders have

for the mercantile intereft, by impreffing

their men, when he thought the publick

fervice required it : his general courage as

a fea officer is not queftioned ; the infinua-

tion concerning his perfonal courage, has

been conftrued amifs ; the refyfing paf-

fionate challenges from private maft^rs of

merchant fhips, whofe men he had im-

prefled, which perhaps might deprive the

nation of his fervice, is no flur.

The writer declares that he had no other

intention, than by fetting the affair in a

flrong light, to contribute towards extend-

A 3 ins



( iv )

ing to the continent colonies, particularly

to New-England, a late ad of parliament

againft impreffing of failors in the fugar

Weft-India iflands. Therefore as this af-

fair was temporary, of no ule, and may
give offence, it is fupprefled in the prefent

publication of this firft volume of the Sum-

mary. Admiral Knowles, fince he failed

from Bofton, has been happy in fuccefsful

expeditions, particularly in reducing the

fort of Port-Louis of Hifpaniola, and in

beating a fuperior Spanifli fquadron off the

Havannah ; he has been in a courfe of pre-

ferments ; and profperous as to his private

fortune*

William Douglass,

"^^"^
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U M M A R Y,

Historical and Political,

O F

The firft planting, progreffive improvements, and

prefent ftate of the Britijh fettlements in North-
America ; with fome tranfient accounts of the

bordering French and Spanijh fettlements,

AS diflance of place does equally or rather more
admit of latitude, for imper >6l, erroneous, and
romantic accounts of affairs than diftance of

time; the author, after thirty years refidence in thefe

colonies, and correfpondence with fome inquifitive

gentlemen of the feveral governments, does generoufly

offer to the public the following colledion, done with

fome expenfe of time borrowed from the bufinefs of his

profeffion, and hours of relaxation; without any mer-
cenary, fordid, fcribbling view of profit, or often tation

of more knowledge in thefe things than fome of his

neighbours, but to contribute towards a folid certain

foundation for the hiftories of thefe countries in times to

come. The people in Europe (the public boards not

excepted) have a very indiftindt notion of thefe fettle-

ments, and the American fettlers are too indolent, to

acquaint themfelves with the ftate of their neighbouring
colonies.

Vol. I, 2 Defcriptions



2 Britifli and French Settlements PartL
Defcriptions and bare relations, although accurate and

inftruflive, to many readers are infipid and tedious

;

therefore a little feafoning is fometimes ufed ; where a
mica falls occurs, it may not be difagreable ; it is not

defigned with any malicious invidious view. For the

fame reafon, a fmall digreffion, but not impertinent to

the fubjeft, is now and then made ufe of; as alfo fome
fhort illuftrations.

SECT. I.

Co7tcer?jing the boundaries between the Britifh and

French fettlements in North-America.

AS a treaty of peace feems to be upon the anvil in

Europe between Great-Britain and France; the

fubj eft-matter of this feftion, is to propofe a fcheme
(the more propofals or proje6lions, the more choice) to-

wards determining and fettling the territorial limits, and

thofeof an exclufive Indian trade, between Great-Britain

and France in North-America. The fcheme muft be

ihort, elfe it will not be attended to, and therefore requires

fome previous elucidations, and fome Ihort anticipating

accounts of things.

Our principal interefl is to rival the French and Dutch
in their trade and navigation, without diftinftion or par-

tiality to either. In this prefent war, the French court

feems to negled their colonies, trade, and navigation, the

principal care of their late good and great minifter Car-

dinal de Fleury ; and run into their former romantic

humour of land-conquefts. This is the opportunity to

take the advantage of their inattention, more efpecially

with regard to North-America, our prefent fubje6t.

The French are the common nufance and difturbers

of Europe, and will, in a Ihort time, become the fame in

America, if not mutilated at home, and in America

fenced off from us by ditches and walls, that is, by great

rivers
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rivers and imprafticable mountains. They are a nu-

merous, pov^'erful, rich, and polite nation, they have the

•advantage of us in three grand articles.

I . Their government is abfolutely monarchical ; tax

at pleafure ; not accountable for monies expended in

fecret fervices (in Great-Britain, the article for fecret fer~

vices in the civil lift, is fmall, and when the parliament

allows any fum extraordinary for that ufe, it occafions a

grumbling both within and without doors.) In this they

have the advantage of us, well knowing,, that not only

private perfons, but minifters of flate, generals, admirals^

even fovereigns may be bought or bribed ; the late E. of

Or—d, the grand mailer of corruption, when he gave
himfelf the loofe, at times declared, " That there was no
" private perfon or community, but what might be cor-
" rupted, provided their price could be complied with."

It therefore becomes the reprefentatives of Great-Britain,

narrowly to infpedl into the conduft of their minifters,

and other great officers in truft, efpecially in making
treaties with France. The infamous treaty of Utrecht,

1 7 1 3, was procured by the French court bribing our cor-

rupted adminiflration j that part of it relating to the Bri-

tiih northern i\merican colonies will in time be their ruin^

if not reftified and explained. 2. By cuftom time out of
mind, they are abpve, and do upon all occafions difpenfe

with, the principles of honeity and honour ; fuperiority

and power is their only rule, as Louis XIV maodefdy ex-
prefled it, in the device upon his canon, ratio ultima regum:

they occafionally make dupes of the other princes in Eu-
rope ; their promifes and faith are by them ufed only as a

fort of fcaffolding, which, when the firudure is finifhed,

or projed effeded, they drop; in all public treaties

they are gens de mauvaifefoy. This may feem an unman-
nerly national refledion -, but, at this time, it could not

be avoided, confidering their perfidioufly exciting a re-

bellion in Great-Britain, contrary to their folemn acknow-
ledgment and guarantee of the Hanover fuccefiion, by in-

citing the Highlanders to rapine and killing of their

B 2 country-
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countrymen ; their re-fortifying of Dunkirk in time of
peace ; their violating of their guarantee of the pragma^
tic fan5lion^ concerning the Aullrian fucceffion, by inva-

fion of Germany. 3. The greateft and mofl efTential

real article is, the largenefs of their dominions in the belt

country of Europe, and thereby are become an over-

match for their neighbours, and more capable of fwarm-
ing into their colonies than we are. In order to prefervc

,a balance in Europe, they ought to be curtailed or dif-

membred there, which will eifeffcually, at the fame time,

prevent their too great growth in America.

Lauifbourg being now in our pofTeffion, there can be

no great difficulty in reducing of Canada : at prefent it

is not populous (perhaps not exceeding 12,000 men ca-

pable of marching) neither is it compa£t (from the mouth
of St. Laurence river to its rife from lake Ontario, at

fort Frontenac, are about 800 miles -,) and the French

(without a pun) are like cocks which fight bell upon
their own dunghill : witnefs, their late behaviour in

Germany, in Italy, their late poltronnerie in Cape-Breton,

and at fea. Flanders is their own dunghill, and perhaps

for politic reafons, the allies allow them to over-run it,

it will be to them a chargeable polTeffion, and a diminu-

tion of their army in garrifoning of fo many towns

:

thus by giving them fcope, they may run themfelves out

of breath, that is, out of men and money, and become an

eafy prey.

Cape-Breton iflands and Canada being reduced, would

be to us an immenfe advantage, viz. the monopoly of all

the American filh, fur, and Ikins trade, provided thefe

acquifitions could be annexed to Great-Britain, as alaft-

ing polTeffion : but unlefs in the prefent treaty we could

abfolutely give the law to France, and perfuade the other

powers of Europe to allow us this monopoly, we Ihould

to no purpofe, incur (if not reimburfed from home) an

inextricable expenfe or debt, and by extending or llretch-

ing our colonies, render them more (lender and weak

;

we are not capable of fettling inland countries in a Ihorc

dme,.
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time, our European dominions cannot allow or fpare

people fufficient for that purpofe. The Phoenicians,

Greeks, Venetians, Genoele, i^c. formerly had many
fadories and colonies in fundry places, but for want of

people fufficient to maintain thefe poifeffions, they foon

vaniihed. It is true, the Dutch, an amphibious man-
animal, though a fmall people, maintain their ground in

their colonies : but we may obferve, they never run their

fettlements far from their natural and trading elements

the water.

Formerly priorityof difcovery was reckoned a proper

claim. The Cabots coafted North-America (they were

in -Canada river) in the end of the fifteenth century.

Secretary Walfingham, being informed of an opening

wefterly, north of North-Virginia (Nova Scotia and New
England were foon after called North-Virginia^, anno

1583, fent out velTels upon the difcovery ; they failed up
the river of St. Laurence, took pofleffion of Canada,

and fettled fo°me trade there. In Qiieen Anne's mani-

fefto, difperfed in Canada, anno 171 1, when the expe-

dition for the redudlion of it, was on foot, it is faid,

" That Canada belonged to the Englifn by priority of
'* difcov-ery, and what the French poiTelTed there was by
" grants from the Englifh, and confequently held it only
*' as a fief, therefore where the pofleffors turn enemy, it

'' reverts." Quebec was taken by fome private Englifli

adventurers, anno 1629.. It was given up by treaty to

the French, 1632.

Afterwards in place of prior difcovery, pre-emption

of the Indian natives, and occupancy, was deemed a

more juft and equitable title. In cafe of a war, if any

conqueft happened, upon a peace, an uti poJpJetis (as is

the praftice with the Turks and other Afiatics) was the

right : but at prefent in Europe, amongil the civilized

and polite nations, at the conclufion of a war, the bafis

-of the treaty, is former treaties (reckoned folemn bar-

gains, indentures, or jus gentium) equivalents in money,

abfolute ceflion, or exchange of territories, for damages

B "3 received.
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received, or fuppofed to be received, articles of former
treaties, explained and reftified, as in our prefent cafe

the treaty of Utrecht, 1 713, feems to require.

By treaty of peace and neutrality for America, anno
1656, Nov. 6, 16, between Great-Britain and France^
in one another's diftrifts they are not to trade, fifh, or

harbour (except in cafes of diftrefs to repair, wood, and
•water) but iniquitoufly by the treaty of Utrecht, our
corrupt adminiftration granted to the French the liberty

of catching and curing of fifli in the moft advantageous

places, "^ On that part of Newfoundland from Cape-
" Bonavifta to the northermoft part of the illand, and
" from thence running down by the weftern fide to
*' Foint-Riche :" there cod-filh are fo plenty, and fall

in fo near the fhore, that the French fifhermen, without
the charge or trouble of hook and line, catch them by a

kind of graphng, as our privateers difcovered when they

made prizes of feveral French fifh-traders in the fummer,

1744, in the northern harbours of Newfoundland: by
this unaccountable conceffion, the French had already

the better of us in the fiihery trade, and, in a few years

more, would have fupplied all the markets in Europe,
and by underfelling, entirely excluded us from the Cod-
filhery, which is more beneficial and eafier wrought than
the Spanifh mines of Mexico and Peru.

It would be a vaft advantage to our trade and navi-

gation, if, by the enfuing congrefs for a general peace,

we could obtain the monopoly of the North-America
Cod-fifhery •, there are precedents of monopolies allowed

amongft fovereign princes : the Dutch have engrofled

the fpice-trade (pepper excepted) of the Eaft-Indies.

But if the French are ftill to be allowed fome fhare in

this fiihery, let them cure their fifli upon the iflands of
the gulph of St. Laurence, and upon the S. E. fhore of
Terra de Labaradore near the ftraights of Belle Ifle.

By the faid treaty of Utrecht, our corrupted court

gave up to the French the ifland of Cape-Breton, and
the other ifiands in the gulph Qf St. Laurence, with this

pernicious
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pernicious claufe, liberty tofortify. Accordingly In Cape-

Breton, or L'Ifle Royale, was erefted the fortrefs of
Louifbourg, the North-American Dunkirk, to annoy

our American navigation and trade \ but, by good luck,

it is lately fallen into our poiTefTion : as the people of

New-England, from their abundant loyalty to the crown,

and zeal for the Britifh intereft, were the firft projectors

and principal promoters of this mofl valuable acqui-

fition ; if it is confirmed to us by a fubfequent peace, it

inay prove a kind of monopoly of the Cod-fifliery. New-
JE^-ngland deferves not only a plenary reimburfement,

but alfo fome peculiar favour or bounty from the parlia-

ment of Great-Britain ; having, upon this occafion, in-

volved themfelves deeply in debt, and loft many of their

beft labouring men, not by the enemy, but by an ill-

conditioned putrid or hofpital fever and flux. The high

encomiums of our militia ought not to give any umbrage
ofjealoufy to the Britifh government or mother-country,

that, in cafe of any general difcontent here, concurring

with a Dutch or French (maritime powers) war, theymay
cafl themfelves into the arms of the French or Dutch ; and

occafion fome difficulty, for a Britifh fquadron and arma-

ment, to reduce them to reafoh. The people here are fo

loyal to the crown, and fo affeftionate to their mother-

country, that this cannot be fuppofed. It is true, the

King and council of Great-Britain lately feem to be of

opinion, that the colony of MafTachufetts-Bay, with re-

gard to the neighbouring colonies, is too large, and have

accordingly curtailed it, by annexing a large part of it to

the inconfiderable government of New-Hampfhire, and
fome part of it to the fmall colony of Rhode-Ifland ; as

we have never fettled our line with New-York govern-

ment, we are told they defign to put in for a Ihare.

Cape-Breton and the other iflands of the bay of St.

Laurence, before the peace of Utrecht, were in our pof-

feffion, as belonging to M. SubercafTe's commifTion, in

which he is called governor of L'Acadie and Cape-

Breton iflands. He was the French governor when we
B 4 reduced
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reduced that country 1710; but by the peace thefe

illands were given to the French in exchange for the

fortrefs (no fettlement) of Placentia : while the peace
was negociating, Mr. More, of the board of trade and
plantations, was fo barefacedly corrupt, when the im-
portance of Cape Breton was reprefented, he anfwered.

Mull the French then have nothing ?

By the treaty of Utrecht, the Canada or French line

with Hudfon's-Bay company or Great-Britain, was af-

certained, wz. from a certain promontory upon the at-

lantic ocean in N. lat. 58 deg. 30 min. to run S. W,
to lake Miflafin (which communicates, by Indian water-

carriage, by P. Rupert's river with Hudfon's-Bay, and
by Seguany river, with St. Laurence river at the port

of Tadoufac, thirty leagues below Quebec) and from
thence continued ftill S. W. to N. lat. 49 deg. and
from thence due weft indefinitely ; this weft line takes

in the northern parts of the upper-lake, large as the

Cafpian fea in Afia, one of the North-America five great

lakes, or inland feas. By this oonceffion we gave the

French a fea- line fkirt of Terra de Labaradore (by au-

thors who write in Latin, called iWra Laboratoris, or

Nova Britannia) the better to accommodate their fiftiery :

whereas, if the Britifti intereft had been in view, the

weft line or parallel of 49 D. N. lat. ought to have

been continued eaft to a little above the mouth of St.

Laurence or Canada river.

By the faid treaty, the French were not to fifti within

thirty leagues of Nova-Scotia to the eaftward, beginning

at the ifland of Sable •, its fouth fide lies in 43 D. 55 M.
N. lat. and from thence in a S. W. line indefinitely:

N. B. There is no Cod-fiftiery to the fouthward of N.
lat. 41 D. Salmon, fmelts, and fome other north cli-

jnate fifh are under the fame reftridlion : to the weft-

ward of this line was a mare claufum.

In the peace of Utrecht it was omitted to fettle a line

between our colonies and thofe of France, called com-
monly Canada, and Miffiffippi, or New-France, and

Louifiana,
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Louifiana, from north to fouth -, and the line eaft and

weft between Carohna or Georgia, and the Spanifh

Cape Florida claims. In the propofed negociation for a

peace, it would be much for the eafe and quiet of all

parties to have the fame fettled.

The natural and moft effe6lual boundaries of coun-

tries or territories feem to be large rivers, as the up-

per Rhine divides the French acquifitions from fun-

dry German fovereignties ; and mountains impradlica-

ble, as the Pyrenean mountains, in general, divide France

from Spain, the DafForne hills divide Sweden from

Norway, the Carpach, or Carpathian mountains, divide

Poland from Hungary and Tranfylvania. The great

river of St. Laurence, the lakes Ontario and Erie, an4
the Apalachian mountains may anfwer the intended Britifli

and French boundary, without any advantage or ac-

quifition, difadvantage or lofs on either fide ; but merely

for peace and good neighbourhood.

The French fur-trade, and their fettlements, are al-

moft entirely northward of St. Laurence river : let us

take a curibry view of the fouthern or Britilh fide of
this great river, and of the lakes Ontario and Erie, and
of the Apalachian mountains, or blue hills : all the ad-

vantage the French can have, by Indians in their intereft,

or fmall fettlements fouth of St. Laurence, is only

upon occafion to diftrefs their neighbours, the Britilh

in Nova-Scotia, New-England, and New-York.
From Cape Rofiers, at the fouthern fide of the mouth

of the river St. Laurence, in N. Lat. 50 D. 30 M.
to La Riviere puante, or the Indian tribe, called the

miffion of Befancourt, over-againft Les Trois Rivieres,

are about 400 miles ; the barrennefs of the foil ; im-

pradicablenefs of the mountains, which lie but a fmall

way fouth of the great river ; the rapidity of the Ihort

rivers or runs of water from thefe mountains ; renders

the country unhofpitable, efpecially there being no pro-

per water-carriage for Indian canoes. Here are no Indian

tribe-fettlements, and, as if in a defert, no human
kind
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kind to be met with, only a very few Indian travel-

lers. In Mafiachufett's new charter, anno 1661, the
claim is kept up in its extent, by exprefs words, " To
*' the gulf of St, Laurence, and Canada rivers." By
our laft treaty with the French, which was that of
Utrecht, 171 3, L'Acadie, or Nova Scotia, was con-
firmed to us ; the French commilTion to their laft go-
vernor Subercafle, was from Cape Rofiers \o Quenebec
river ; this river lies nearly in the fame meridian with
Qiiebec, and the head of it not above fifty or fixty miles

diftant from Quebec, the metropolis of Canada, or New
France. (The mouth of Sagadahoc or Qtienebec river,

lies nearly in 44 D. N. Lat.) Quebec, according to

M. De I'Ifle's accurate obfervations, lies in 46 D. ^^
M. N. Lat. From the entrance of Sagadohoc to Nor-
ridgwag (the head quarters, on Quenebec river, of a

confiderable tribe of the Abnequie Indian nation, our
fubjeds, or dependants) are not exceeding 100 miles:

thence up Quenebec river, almoft due North, fo far as

Indian canoes with paddles and fetting poles can proceed,

about feventy miles ; thefe 1 70 mJles, allowing for the

meanders, or crooked turnings of the river, may be
computed at two degrees oflatitude ; remains about fixty

miles only, to Qiiebec, hilly bad travelling. The Nor-
ridgwag Indians road to Canada is up to the head of
Quenebec river, and thence, by feveral lakes and carry-

ing-places, to the river La Chaudierie very rapid, which
falls into St. Laurence river about four or five leagues

above Qiiebec : their befl but longefl travelling road is

from Quenebec river to Connedlicut river, up Con-
nefticut river, and thence to the river St. Francois,

which fails into St. Laurence river, . about four or five

leagues above Les Trois Rivieres.

To render it evident, that we do not intend to proje<5t

any large extenfion of territories inland, we fhall pro-

ceed to enumerate fome more extents in fundry places

of the projedted line. From Saratogoa, a confiderable

Britifli fettlement in the crook elbow and long falls of

Hudfon's
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Hudf(5n's river, the carrying-place, to Wood-creek, are

twelve or fifteen miles, according to the wet or dry fea-

Ibns j thence about thirty miles to the Verdronken Lan-
den, or drowned over-flowed flooded lands ; thence

fifty miles to Crown-Point, a pafs near the entrance of

lake Champlain (Crown-Point is not well exprefled in

Englifh, the proper name is Scalp-Point, from fome
Indian battle which happened there, and many Scalps

carried off'; it is better exprefied in French, Point

Chevelure, and in Dutch, Kruyn Punt ;) from Crown-
Point ICO miles to fort Chamblais, at the falls of Cham-
blais river, near its outlet from the lake -, thence five or

fix leagues to Montreal, the fecond good town of Ca-
nada ; in all 2 10 miles from the New-York fettlement of
Saratogoa.

This Crown-Point, not much exceeding loo miles'

from Montreal, is to this day, with the adjoining coun-

try, called the Dutch fide of the lake Champlain or

Corlaer (a Dutchman of confequence who was drowned
there in a fl:orm). We are forry that the levies of
the fevcral Northern colonies, did not proceed in the

intended expedition againll the fort of Crown-point

;

fuccefs or not, it would have made fome noife in Europe,

and naturally have led the congrefs to fettle the line or

boundaries.

We have a fort and conflant garrifon of regular troops

at Ofwego N. Lat. 43 d. 20 m. near the mouth
of Onondagas river, on the South fide of the lake

Ontario or Cataraquie •, in the proper feafons, here is

kept a fair for the Indian trade ; Indiaqs ofabove twenty
different nations have been obferved here at a time, the

greateft part of the trade between Canada, and the In-

dians of the great lakes, and fome branches of the

Mifiiflippi, pafs near this fort, thenearefl; and fafeft way
of carrying goods upon this lake, being along the fouth

fide of it. The difl:ance from Albany to Ofwego fort is

about 200 miles Weft, and many good farms or fettle-

ments in the way»

ThG
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The Apalachian mountains or great blue hills (land

much elevated in the air, viewed at a confiderable dif-

tance, appears of a flvy colour) are only 200 to 300
miles diftant from the lea line of Virginia, Carolinas, and

Georgia ^ the Britifh people, and Ibme naturalized Ger-

mans, have made Tome :>;ood iettlements at the foot of

the eaft fide of thefe mountains, the waifh of the hills

rendering the foil very rich. This chain of mountains,

is not paiTable but in very few places with pack-horfes ;

it runs from the Sennekas country near the lake Erie,

almoft due fouth to the bay of Apalachia, in the gulph of

Mexico. Sundry deeds irom the Indians to the pro-

prietors of the Carolinas do exprefly mention this great

ridge of mountains as a W. and N. W. line or boundary.

The Chikesaw and upper Cherakee nations reach

from the weft fide of thefe mountains to the great river

MifFilTipi ; at prefent, and for many years paft, their trade

is, and has been, with the Virginia and Carolina Indian

traders, who keep confiderable ftores among thefe na-

tions. We have many trading houfes and ftores all

along the eaft fide of thefe hills, and all the Indians who
live there are our faft friends and traders, exclufive of

any other European nation. The Sennekas, Chouwans,

the old Tufcaroras, Cuttumbas, the lower and middle

Cherakee nations. All our long rivers reach thofe

mountains, viz. Potomack, and James rivers in Mary-

land, and Virginia, Maratoke, alias Raonoak river,

Pemlico river, Neufe river, and a branch of Cape Fear

river in North -Carolina, Peddie river, the middle branch

of Wineaa in South-Carolina, and the Savanna river of

Georgia.

The propofed line cannot be of any great detriment

to the French colony of Canada -, they have Httle or no

fur-trade fouth of the river of St. Laurence, and not

exceeding 280 friend Indian fighting men, viz. The
milfion of Befancourt, over-againft Les Trois Rivieres

forty men •, on La Riviere Puante, the miffion of St.

Franfois on the river of the fame name, about four or

five
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five leagues higher, 1 60 men ; thefe two tribes are of
the Abnaquie nation, and therefore naturally belong to

the New-England Indians ; above Montreal there are

about eighty men called Kahnuagus, or praying Indians j

idle fellows, who run about the ftreets of Montreal, beg-
ging with their chaplets or beads ; they are runaways

from our Mohawk Indians.

As to our boundary with the Spaniard fouth of Geor-
gia, which a few years fince occafioned conliderable dif-

putes, and the ftationing of a regiment (Col. Oglethorp's)

of regular troops ; we may obferve, that foon after the
reftoration, the crown granted the colony of Carolina to

certain proprietors, extending fo far fouth as 29 D. N.
Lat. (this included St. Auguftine, in the latitude of the
bottom of the bay of Apalachia ; and by the treaties of
1667 and 1670, feems confirmed to us.) St. Auguftine
is a barred place, no harbour for veflels, excepting fmali

craft, and feems of no other advantage to the Spaniard,

but in time of war to annoy our navigation in thefe parts,

and to difturb our adjoining colonies by excitinof the
Creek Indians in their neighbourhood to rapine, as was
the cafe, anno 171 5. They improve no territory.

The Florida Neck, or Tongue, fouthward is a barren
foil, not worth contending for. This Florida Shore ap-
pears to be of no great benefit to Spain, but would be
of confiderable advantage to Great-Britain, for the tran-

quillity of our colonies in that neighbourhood.

A fcheme towards fettling the boundaries between the Britiili

and French colonies of North-America, and for the.

better regulation of their trade.

IT is further agreed and concluded, that the bounda-
ries between the Britifh Hudfon's-Bay company, and
the French colony of Canada, Ihall remain as fettled by
the peace of Utrecht, 1 71 3. That in conformity to the

treaty of peace and neutrality for the Englilh and French
colonies in America, anno 1686, French vellels fhall

I , not
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not enter any of the harbours of Newfoundland (except-

ing in cafes of diftrefs) Ihall not trade or curl fifh there,

neither fhall they fifli within—leagues of the fame.

That the exclufive fifliing- line on the coails of Nova
Scotia and New-England, fliall begin at the foutherly

entrance of the gut of Canfo, and run a direft courfe to

the ifland of Sable, comprehending all the banks of the

faid ifland •, and from thence to run fouth-weft indefinitely.

That the inland line fliall begin at Cape Rofiers, the

mouth of the river St. Laurence ; up the faid river, and
Catarequia river to the lake Cataraquie or Ontario ; along

the faid lake and its communication with lake Erie -,

along lake Erie fo far as the Sennekas country extends

;

and from this termination, the nearefl: courfe, or difl:ance,

to the Apalachian mountains ; and along the ridge of
the faid mountains to the bay of Apalachie in the gulph of

Mexica •, St. Augufl:ine and the promontory of Florida

included. That the iflands in the gulph and river of

-

St. Laurence fliall belong to the French, but the navi-

gation of the faid gulph, river, and lakes, fliall be free to

both parties. That the French fliall not fet up lodges,

trading-houfes, or faflories, nor travel with goods, in the

Britifli American territories ; neither fliall the Britifli fub-

jefts, in French American territories ; penalty, confifca-

tion of goods : but the Indians fliall have a free pafl^age,

with their fl<:ins and furs, and return of goods for the

fame, indifferently, to a market, .in both territories.

That the trade with the Chikefaw and Cherokee Indian

nations (although wefl: of the Apalachian mountains) as

being of many years continuance, fliall continue with the

Britifli fabjefts exclufively.

N. B. This Sedion would have more naturally con-

cluded, than begun the Eflfay ; but as it may be fup-

pofed that a negociation for peace between Great-Britain

and France is now on foot in Europe, it was judged

feafonable, and advifable not to poflrpone it.

We fliall now reduce the Hifl:ory of Britifli North-

America under the following heads

:

4 Sect.
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Sect. I. A fcheme for boundaries between the Britifh

and French colonies in North-America, and for re-

gulating their exclufive trade.

II. Some general and fhort account of the Spanifli,

Englifh, French, an#Dutch difcoveries, fettlements, and

claims in America.

III. Concerning the Indian nations and tribes, inter-

mixed with, under the protedion of, or in alliance with,

Great-Britain : as alfo fome imperfedl hints of thofe

called the French Indians.

IV. Some remarks in relation to the general Britifh

conftitution of their colonies, in order to render the ac-

counts of the feveral provinces more fuccind:.

V. Hudson's-Bay company ; their trading lodges,

•forts, and faftories ; their boundaries with Canada, as

fettled by the treaty of Utrecht, anno 171 3.

VI. Newfoundland iifhery ; it is not colonized.

VII. Nova Scotia, appointed to be colonized in go-
vernor Philips's inftruftions, but hitherto negleded ; and
may be faid (the garrifon of Apnapolis excepted) to be
as much a French colony as before its redudion ; toge-

ther with fome lliort account of the iflands in the gulph
of St. Laurence, formerly included in the government
L'Accadie, or Nova Scotia, but given to France by the

treaty of Utrecht, and lately reduced to fubjedion of the

crown, I wiih I could fay annexed to the dominions of
Great-Britain.

VIII. MassAchusetts-Bay. In the extent of their

new charter, anno 1691, comprehending Old MafTachu-

letts-Bay colony, Plymouth fettlement. Province of

Main; and the jurifdidion, but not the abfolute pro-

perty of duke of York's grant from Quenebec river to

river St. Croix in the Bay of Fundy, commonly called

Sagadahoc.
,

IX. New Hampshire, including the northern fettle-

ments of MafTachufetts-Bay, lately adjudged to the

crown, and annexed to that province.

X. Rhode-
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X. Rhode-Island, including a part of Plymouth
late colony, lately adjudged to Rhode-Ifland colony.

XI. Connecticut, according to the boundaries re-

fpedlively fettled, by commiflioners with Maffachufetts-

Bay, New-York, and Rhode-Ifland j and confirmed by
the king in council.

XII. New-York, according to their divifional line

fettled with the proprietors of Eall-Jerfey, anno 1719,
by commiffioners appointed.by the legiilatures of both

provinces, and confirmed by the king m council : and

according to a divifional line, fettled anno 1725, by com-
miffioners from the refpedive legiflatures of New-York
and Connedicut colonies, and confirmed by the king and

council : the boundary between MafTachufetts-Bay and

New-York colony we mufl defer, as not afcertained j

notwithflanding the New-York commiffioners agreed,

that the bafis of their fettlements, with Connefticut,

fhould be twenty miles eaft from, and parallel with,

Hudfon's river -, the colony of New-York (as I am in-

formed) infilt that Houfatonick, alias Weflenhoek, alias

Stratford river, Ihall be the boundary with Maffachu-

fetts-Ba^ ; the neutrality in Queen Anne's war, between

New-York and their Indians, and Canada and their In-

dians, was bounded eafterly by Houfatonick river : fome

of the New-York politicians fay, that their claim extends

to Conneflicut river : their line with Pennfylvania is li-

mited by Delaware river, and the parallel of 43 D. N.
Lat. : their northern boundary with Canada wants to be

fixed in fome fubfequent treaty.

XIII. The East and West Jerseys, two diftinft

grants : the proprietors furrendered the government to

the crown, anno 1 702 : being fmall, the crown has united

them under one jurifdidion or government.

XIV. Pennsylvania. Two diflinft governments or

legiflatures, but under one governor ; becaufe the pro-

perty of one family.

XV. Maryland. Lord Baltimore's property. We
cannot adjuft his line with Penn's family, as it is not as

yet fettled. XVI. Vir-
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XVI. Virginia ; according to their line lately run

and confirmed with North-Carolina.

XVII. North-Carolina ; according to their late

line with Virginia to the North, and South-Carolina to

the fouthward.

XVIII. South-Carolina. The other government

:

the grant of Carolina, being very large, was divided into

two governments.

XIX. Georgia. An Utopian property and govern-

ment; granted by charter to certain trultees. A fa-

vourite and chargeable colony, but hitherto unprofitable.

SECT. IL

A?t mttoduBory fiort account cf the ancient an4 mo^

dern navigation, difcoveries^ andfettling of colonies^

in North-America, diflinguifhed under the folloFW-

ing heads or articles.

Article I.

Ageneral •uzVw ^y/" navigation and colonies m remote times.

IN trade and navigation, as in all other affairs of an-
tiquity, we are not to go too far back ; in the very

remote ages, the ancients did much indulge a poetical,

florid, rhetorical, enigmatical, and mythological vein ; it

is not poffible at this diftance of time and place, to dif-

tinguifh between their true and fabulous relations : their

hiftories and all other matters were wrote in verfe, ad-
mitting of many poetical fancies [^].

{a] When we fay, that the mofl: ancient records are poetical, fabulous,

and allegorical, not to be depended upon for a real, fimple, true account
of things ; we muft except our fcriptural book of religion, the oracles of
Mofes and the prophets, of Christ and his apoflles, called, from its

^ Vol, I. C Doubtlefs,
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Doubtlefs, from time to time, by famine, peftilence,

and feme implacable fword, whole countries have been

depopulated, and confequently their records deftroyed v

we find that we cannot^ with any certainty, go back ex-

ceeding 2500 years. From what we may colled:, we find

that China, the Eaft-Indies, and Arabians, are prior to us

in trade and navigation ; at prefent we have much the

advantage of them.

In the revolution of ages, the feveral countries upon

the earth have been depopulated by peftilence, famine, or

wars; and afterwards fettled from other countries; thus

the origin of the feveral countries muft be very various

and uncertain. The plains and overflowed lands, called

interval lands in New-England, upon the banks of the

Tigris and Euphrates in Chaldea, and ofthe Nile in Egypt,

being very fertile and pleafant, enticed people to fettle them

an a compaft, political, improving manner -, therefore our

Erft certain records of things feem to originate there [bl.

Among the aborigines, the Arabians or Saracens

liave been time out of miind, and are at prefent the prin-

cipal aboriginal navigators of the Eaft-India feas. The
Arabian Moors or Mahometans, long before we navigated

thefe parts, fent colonies to almoft all their fea coafts and

excellency, The Bible or Book. Here we find fhips upon the Mediter-

ranean, and merchants upon the Red-fea, as early as the days of Jacob

and the primitive Ifraelites. Gen. xlix. 13. Zehulon J}?all dwell at the

haiven ofthefea^ andhejhall hefor a haven of Jhips, and his borderfl:all be

zinto Zidon. Judges v. 17. Gilead abode heyo7id Jordan : and nuhy did Dan
remai7z in Jhips P Jfier continued on the fea-f^ore, a?id abode in his breaches',

die original fignifies in creeks. Our tranfiation of the bible requires to be

revifed. The Midianites and Ifhmaelitesj who bordered upon the Red-

iea, were feafaring men and merchants. Gen. xxxvii. 28. Ihen there

paffed by Midia?iites 7nerchant-men.

\h'\ The lunar eclipfes, noted at Babylon by the ancient Chaldeans,

.are original ftandards for the motions of the fun and moon, with their

feveral inequalities for all future ages. The Chaldean was formerly the

iiniverfal or commercial eaftern language, as at prefent the Arabian is

their learned language, and the Latin the weftern fchool language.

The Thebans in the Upper Egypt, for the fake of navigation, began to

obferve the flai-s, and fi'om their heliacal rifings and fettings, before

CHRiST 1034 years, they rectified the year from 360 to 365 days.

iflands,
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iflands, and drove the natives up into the mountains.

The Arabians and Egyptians, for many ages, navigated

the Red-fea and Indian -fea. We have had Indian fpices

in Europe above 2000 years. Suez, the ancient Arfinoe

in N. L. 30 D. was the barcadier or feaport of Grand
Cairo for the Red-fea, diftant forty or fifty miles. The
Arabian gulph was the moft frequented navigation upon
account of the Eaft-India trade, before the Portugueze

doubled the Cape of Good-Hope. The Arabians, by
their fituation upon the Red-fea, drove a great trade be-

tween the Indies and the Egyptians; this was at that time

the greateft trade of the known world. It is from the

Saracen navigation and colonies, that all Alia and Africa

(excepting the Tartars, China, Siam, and fome infignifi-

cant Pagans) are of the Mahometan religion : doubtlefs,

for the fam.e reafon, all America, in procefs of time, will

become Chriftians. The Arabian navigation was and is

very coniiderable, notwithftanding there is not one na-

vigable river in all Arabia. The Saracens and Moors
had feveral colonies in Europe, they were not totally

drove out of Spain, until anno 1492.
After the Egyptians and Arabians, the Phoenicians

became the principal navigators; firfl the Sidonians, then

the Tyrians, and afterward their famous colony the Car-

thaginians. The Phoenicians were originally mariners,

who fled from the Red-fea to the Mediterranean, before

Christ 1047 years; being ufed to long voyages for

traffic in the Indies, they began the like long voyages in

the Mediterranean fea to Greece, ^c. The calamities of
their wars with the Edomites made them leave their na-
tive habitations, and iettle upon the Mediterranean.

They were the firfl: who direded their courfe by the

ftars in the night-time (the magnetical, or fea-compafs,

is a modern difcovery) their firft navigation was in long
Ihips with fails and one order of oars. They fent many
colonies abroad, viz. Byzantium or Conftantinople in

Greece, Byrfa or the famous Carthage in Barbary, Gadez
or Cadiz in Spain, CalTiterides (tin iflands) Sicily iflands

C 2 and
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and Cornwal in Great-Britain, &c. Carthage, the moft

famous trading ancient Pho&nician colony, founded 883

years before Christ, were mafters and fettled colonies all

along the N. W. coaft of Barbary, in the Jnfuliefortunate

^

or Canaries, and in the Hefperides or Cape de Verde

iflands, in N. Lat. 15D. They had colonies in the Ba-

leares Infulie (Majorca^ Minorca^ IS Tinea) in Sardinia and

Sicily. Carthage was, for many years, the emporium or

mart of trade in the weft, as Corinth in Greece was the

eniporium of the eaft : they were both deftroyed about

the fcime time by the Romans, 146 years before Christ.

The AlTyrians, an inland people, had no notion of na-

vigation : by conquering Egypt and Phoenicia, they put

a damp to trade and navigation : after fome time, a new
Tyre was built, and the Tyrians fiouriflied more than

before, until Alexander the Great, a royal knight-errant,

deftroyed the city, and fold the inhabitants for flaves.

In the hiftory of navigation and colony fettlers, next

were the Greeks -, at firft more for war- expeditions and

invafions than for traffic. The firft account that we
have of a long fhip was that of Argos [c], who 'about

fifty-three years after Solomon, or 939 years before

Christ, according to the computation of the moft in-

genious (I wifh our language, as the Dutch, would ad-

mit of a degree of comparifon above the fuperlative) and

penetrating Sir Ifaac Newton, in his Chronology of ancient

kingdoms amended. The Argonauts were the flower of

Greece, fitted out to perfuade the nations upon the coafts

of the Euxine and Mediterranean feas, to revolt from

Egypt ; they were a parcel of jolly young gentlemen,

ijiz. Caftorand Pollux, ^fculapi us, Orpheus, Hercules,

Deucalion the fon of Minos, Bacchus's fons, ^c.

The feveral Grsecian republics had their turns of for-

tune of being more or lefs potent at fea ; the Cypriots

were the moft noted for commerce. They fettled colo-

\c\ Chiron was the firft who formed, or delineated, the conftellations,

being for the ufe of the Argonauts.

nies
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nies in the fouthern parts of Italy and in Sicily, calling it

Magna Gracia •, this name was afterwards confined to

Calabria Superior^ in the kingdom of Naples ; they built

Marfeilles in Provence in France ; they had fettlements

near Barcelona in Spain.

Before Christ 885 years, the Corinthians began to

improve navigation by large Ihips and triremes [^].

Thucydides fays, that in the 29th olympiad was the

oldeft fea-fight mentioned in hiftory ; it was about 6^j
years before Christ, between the Corinthians and Cor-

cyreans of Corfu. The Athenians (whofe continent

dominions were not larger than Yorkfhire) affifted the

Corcyreans, the Lacedemonians aided the Carthagini-

ans (the Lacedemonians were more powerful by land,

but the Athenians were more powerful by lea) this

gave occafion to the famous Peloponnefian war, the

fubjeft of Thucydides' hiftory : on one fide and the

other, almoft all Greece were engaged. The Athenians

and Lacedemonians difputed the em.pire of the fea for

fome time.

During the inteftine feuds of the Grsecian common-
wealths, Philip, king of Macedon, invaded and conquer-

ed the countries in his neighbourhood, and at fea en-

riched himfelf by piracies, and put an end to the Gras-

cian liberties. His fon Alexander the great, proceeded

f</] The moft ancient water-conveyance (does not deferve the irame of

embarkation or navigation) was in rafts or floats, afterwards monoxylis^ or

canoes, cut out of an hollowed piece of timber, as amongft the Weft-India

iflands, and fouth continent of America ; as alfo bark of trees (generally

birch) with wooden ribs, a,s amongft the inland Indians ofNorth-America :

Csefar fays, that upon his expedition to Great-Britain, he found no other

veffels there, but fsnali boats made with wicker and hides ; fuch may, to

this day, be feen in Wales and in the Weft Highlands of Scotland. Tht;

Phoenicians introduced to the Mediterranean-fea long fhips with fails and

one tire of oars When war was ufed at fea, and the manner of fighting

•was to ftrike their enemies ihips with their rojira, or proiv (the Ncv/caftle

colliers call it, giving them the ftern) for a greater flroke, momentim^ or

fhock, the bulk of their veiTels were gradually increafed to the enormonj)

fize oi quinojiirernes, or five tire of oars.—Ships of war, were by theRo-
jnans called dafficig, merchant-men were called oneraria.

C 3 to
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to the Levant, and conquered (committed murders and
robbery) fo far as the river Indus [^] : upon his return,

intoxicated with wine, and his youthful vanity from
conquefts, he died at Babylon •, and his depredations

(they deferve no better name) were cantoned amongft
his generals in their feveral ftations or commands, who,
after fome bickerings, agreed to an uti pojfidetis.

Next in courfe at fea appeared the Romans, who at

firft (like the prefent Turks) did only mind conqueft,

not trade j but in procefs of time, finding that the

Corinthians and Carthaginians, had the dominion of

the feas, fo as to land and make depredations where

they pleafed -, to keep them within bounds, the Ro-
mans were obliged to mind the fea out of neceffity [/],
and they were both deftroyed about the fame time by
the Romans -, a great wound to trade.

Julius Csfar invaded Great-Britain from France in

very fmall velfels or craft ; they were all built and fitted

in two months : the Britons, at that time, had no navi-

gation ', they were reduced to the Roman province, not

a colony, and continued fo above 400 years. As the

people of Britain, at that time, were a fort ofJylvefires^

wild people, like our American Indians, Scots high-

landers, Miquelets of Spain, or Montenagrins ; all par-

ticular accounts of Great-Britain may be reputed as fabu-

lous before Caefar's time. Upon the fwarming or emi-

gration of the northern Barbarians, the Roman troops in

Great-Britain were recalled to the defence of their own
country : a party of the fame northern nations, called

Saxons, embraced the opportunity, invaded Great-

Britain in that part of it now called England ; and one

[e] The Grascian empire extended fo far eaft as the river Indus, that is,

they conquered, or rather made the feveral countries pay tribute, or, in

the modern phrafe, raifed contributions to the river Indus : the Romans did

not bring the countiy under contribution further eaft than the river

Euphrates.

[/ ] At the fea-battle of Aflium, before Christ thirty-one years, Mark
Autliony liad 500, and Auguftus 250 fhips of war : this was the greateft

feu force that ever the P^omans were maflers of. of
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of their confiderable tribes, the Angles, gave name to

the country.

Pirates in the Mediterranean fea have been formidable.

Bellum. Piraticum is fometimes recorded by the

Roman hiftorians. Pompey v/as delegated for one of

thefe pirate-wars, and, in the fpace of four months (to

his great honour and glory, as it is faid) reduced all the

pirates.

The Romans with their conquefts and colonies intro-

duced their own language [g'] all over Italy, into France,

Spain and Portugal, where it continues to this day, but

much intermixed with the languages of the aboriginals,

and of fome foreigners, who invaded them from time

to time. In other nations, which fubmitted to the

Romans rather for patronage or proteftion than by con-

queft (the Romans were, at that time, the general arbi-

trators of all the known civilized nations [i?]) the Roman
language or Latin did not prevail.

The Goths, Vandals, and other barbarous nations,

who fwarmed from the northern parts of Europe, and

like locufts, or caterpillars, over-ran the fouthern parts of

Europe, Jiiay be faid, generally, to have fuperfeded the

Romans ; they had no notion of navigation and a fea-

trade, and did not in the leaft apply themfelves that

way. Of thefe only the Normans and Danes (a fort

of pirates) became potent at fea -, their firfl expedition

into Great-Britain was about anno 800 [f]. They fet-

tled a colony in the north parts of France, and called it

Normandy j in a courfe of years they made depreda-

tions and fome fettlements along the coafts of Saxony,

Flanders, Britain, and France j as a monument of this,

there is to be found on the fea -coafts of thofe countries,

to this day, blond complexions, red and yellowifh hairs.

[g] The Romans had letters from the Greeks, and the Greeks had the

ufe of letters from the Phoenicians.

[^] The French have been aiming at this for above a century part.

[i] N. B. By anno •—- wq always mean anno Chrijii, or the year of

the Chriftian aera.

This
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This Norman colony in France called Normandy, (I

fhall not fay, conquered England) in procefs of time
gave a king to England, called William the Conqueror,
whofe eftablifhment continues to this day.

While the Mahometan Saracens prevailed, they were
for a confiderable time, mafters of the feas (efpecially of
the Mediterranean from the Red-fea' to Hercules's pil-

lars) in the fouthern parts of Europe while the Normans
ravaged the northern parts. The Moors and Saracens

reduced the greateftpart of Spain anno 714, and were
not totally fubjugated by the aboriginal Spaniards until

anno 1492 [k] : the Spanifh blood is much tainted with

the Morefco.

The next, and laft, fet to be mentioned in this article,

are the feveral Republicks in Italy (Venetians,

Genoefe, Florentines^ Pifans) and Catalonia in Spain -, they

carried on the trade and navigation of the fouthern parts :

and the Hanse towns in Germany •, they had the trade

and navigation of the northern parts of Europe. Their
intercourfe was generally at Sluys and Bruges in Flanders

;

and exchanged or bartered naval ftores, woollens, linens,

l^c. for Perfian and Eaft-India goods, and fpices, i^c.

which in part were purchafed at Grand Cairo, but moft-

!y brought over land in caravans to feveral barcadiers, or

fea-ports, in the bottom of the Mediterranean fea.

The Genoefe had many colonies in LefTer Afia, and
upon the Euxine fea, and drove a great trade there : in

the beginning of the thirteenth century, they were in

pofleffion of Nice and Ventimiglia in Italy, of Tyre in

Syria, of Ceuta in Barbary, of Corfica and Sardinia :

their families of Doria and Spignola had the principal

adminiftration.

The Venetians formerly were in pofTeflion of Candia
and of all the iflands in the Archipelago and Ionian fea

:

in fhort, their becoming fo rich and powerful gave

r^] The commanding land and fea-officers amongfl: the Saracens were

called Eniirs. Mr. Burchette, in his naval hiftory, lays, that, perhaps,

from thence we may have our defignation of admiral.

jealoufy
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jealoufy and umbrage to the other fovereignties in

Europe, and occafioned the famous league of Cambray,

anno 1508.

The firft difcoveries made in America were generally

by Italian navigators, or of Italian extrad (Columbus
in the Spanilh fervice, Cabots in the Englifh, Americus
Vefpucius in the Portugueze, Vcruzani in the Frendi
fervice, ^c.) employed by feveral European princes.

The Hanfe towns were an aflbciation of feveral

trading towns in Germany, at one time they were in

number about feventy ; they are, at prefent, reduced

to four ; (there is conftantly an Englifh refident or mini-

fter with the Hanfe towns) Lubeck on the river Traave
the principal, Dantzick on the Weiffel or Viilula,

Hamburg on the Elbe, and Bremen on the Wefer:
all thefe are free towns with a territorial diftrift.

The Venetians, more particularly, becoming vaftly

rich by their trade in Eaft-India goods and fpices, fet

fundry princes of Europe upon projecting a navigable

(confequently lefs chargeable way, fo as to underfell the

Venetians, and out them of that trade) and ufefully

pradicable paifage from Europe, to the rich produce
and manufactures of the eaft. This leads to the fubjedt

of the following article.

Article II.

Concerning the feveral elTays or adventures, towards dif-

covering navigable pajfages from Europe to the Eaft-

Indies, China, and the Spice-iflands.

IT is faid, that one great inducement to Columbus's
adventure weftward, was to try for a weflern naviga-

tion to the Spice-iflands \ and luckily, by iflands and
a great continent intercepting him, America was dif-

covered.

As the feveral great continents of Europe and Africa

eaftward, and America weftward, lay in the way ; the

cafe was, how to double the excreme north or fouth

I points,
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points, or lands-ends, of thefe continents ; or to find fome
pradicable ftraits or thorough-fares in thefe continents.

Before we proceed, we fhall infert by way of amufe-
ment, as not impertinent to the fubjed:, the following

digrefiion.

Some Dutch fifhers miffing of whales, are faid to have
failed in queft of them feveral degrees north of Cape
Purchas of Eaft-Greenland, which lies in N. lat. 82. D.
there was no ice, only an open fe^, but very hollow.

Whalers fay, that the farther north, on Spitsbergen, or

Eaft-Greenland, they found the gri^ater plenty of grafs,

and other green herbs ; therefore towards the pole it

muft be hotter : this feems to be probable from the na-

ture of things : in June, at the north pole, the fun is

23 D. 30 M. high, and for fome months always above

the horizon ; whereas, for inftance, at London, the me-
tropolis of Great-Britain, in N. lat. 51 D. 30 M. the fun,

in December, is only about 15 D. high, and only for one
third of its revolution or day above the horizon.

M. Frazier, a French navigator, fays, in the account

of his South-fea voyages ; that on the 13 th of March,

1 714, N. S. in returning to France, fouth of Cape-Horn,
in lat. 58 D. 30 M. and 68 D. 30 M. W. longitude from
Paris, he difcovered feveral iflands of ice, whereof one

was four or five leagues long -, ice is not frequently met
with hereabouts, and as ice is formed by an adherence to

fome land or iliore, there muft be land towards the

fouth-pole ; but not within 6'^ D. S. lat. for the extent

of about 200 leagues from c,^ D. to 80 D. weft long.

from Paris \ becaufe this fpace has been run by feveral

fhips, which the S. W. and S. S. W. winds have obliged

£0 fland far to the fouthward, to weather Cape-Horn,
the lands-end of South-America, in ^i^ D. c,c, M. S. lat.

This is the reafon, why that chimera or fancy of a

terra aujiralis is at prefent, left out of our charts or maps.

If lands are difcovered fouth of 64 D. S. lat. they muft
be inhofpitable and uninhabitable, confidering that the

weather is more flormy, and winters more rigid, in the

high
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high fouth latitudes, than in the fame northern lati-

tudes ; the fame climates fouth of the equator, are muclf

colder than to the northward of the equator.
JJl^

The fouthern latitudes are much colder, than in the

fame degrees of northern latitudes, i. The fun is an-

nually eight days longer on the .northern fide of the

equinoflial, than on its fouthern fide. 2. The fun in

our north country winters is in its perigee, that is, nearer

the earth, than in the fouthern winters, being then in his

apogee. 3. The higheft cod-fifhery, according to Capt.

Frazier, in the fouthern latitudes, is in 3 1 D. S. lat. Our
cod-filhery in North-America (there are fome ftraggling

cod-fifli caught more to the fouthward) extends to Nan-
tucket, New-England, in 41 D. N. lat. therefore 41D. N.
lat. is nearly of the fame temper or coolnefs as 3 1 D. S. lat.

To obtain navigable pafiages, into the Indian and
South-feas, the extreme north and fouth promontories,

or lands-ends of the feveral continents above-mention-

ed, were to be doubled. They are reduceable to four,

viz. I. The S. E. pafiTage by doubling the Cape of Good-
Hope, the fouth point of Africa. 2. The S. W. pafiTage

by doubling Cape-Horn, the fouth point of America,

Magellan's -fi:raits is a thorough-fare. 3. The N. E.
pafiTage, north of the north cape of Europe, but hither-

to not difcovered. 4. The N. W. palTage, or rather

thorough-fare between the north fiiore of America, and
the fouth fhore of Weft-Greenland, commonly called Da-
vis's flraits (to double the north parts of this Well-
Greenland, has hitherto not been imagined) this has at

times been endeavoured, in the laft century and half : Ni.

Dobbs is at prefent, in purfuit of it. Lafl:ly, we Ihall

mention fome tentatives for difcovering thorough- fares in

feveral openings in the body of the continent of America.

The ancients had no knov/ledge of countries fouth

of the equator. John I, of Portugal, conquered Ceuta
from the Moors, 1409 ; Henry, third fon of King John,

much in the humour of navigation difcoveries, by his

4 -
. encourage-
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encouragement, the Portugueze began, anno 141 8, to

range the weft coaft of Africa : 1438 Alphonfus V
jpok Tangier, and ranged fo far as Cape Negroe in 1

6

D. fouth latitude [/], and to this day have feveral colo-

nies with territorial jurifdiftion from thence to 7 D. S. lat.

in Congo, Angola, and Loango. Anno 1442, the Por-

tugueze obtained of the pope a grant of all lands lying

S. and E. of C.'.pe Bajador on the W. fide of Africa, 26

D. 30 M. N iat. In the reign of Emanuel 1 497, Valquez

de Gamma Qoubles the cape ; they had difcovered this

cape anno 1487, and called it the Cape of Good-Hope,
in expectation of doubling it ; thence they coafted along

the eaftern fhore of Africa ; from Cape-Negroe on the

weft fide of Africa, 1 6 D. S. lat. round (the Cape of Good-

Hope, a Dutch place of refrefhment excepted) to Rio de

Spirito Santo in S. lat. 1 8 D. on the eaft fhore of Africa,

ss a very wild and favage country, no European Settlers

;

but from 18 D. S. lat. to 5 D. N. lat. the Portugueze

have poffeffions, the chief being Mozambique in 15. D.
S. lat. and Melinda in 2 D. 30 M. S. lat.

From the eaftern coaft of Africa, the Portugueze failed

over to the Malabar coaft on the Indian peninfula. The
next Portugal expedition for the Eaft-Indies was drove

upon the coaft of Brazil, and after taking pofiefllon of

it, proceeded to the Malabar coaft. Anno 15 10, Albu-

kerk reduces Goa, takes Amboyna, Banda, and fome other

[/] The Portugueze in their adventures fouthward, on the eaft Jide of the

Atlantic Ocean difcovered, and 'are ftill in poffeffion of, feveral clufters of

iflands ; i . The weftern iflands, formerly called Azores or Terceres, ly-

ing from 36 to 40 D. N. lat. about 300 leagues weft of Portugal, and

300 leagues eaft of Newfoundland ; they are nine in Number. Merca-

tor, and after him, many Englilh charts, place the firft meridian at St.

Michael's one of thefe iflands, about 15 D. more weft than Ptolemy's

canon. 2. Maderas, firft difcovered anno 1410, firft fettled anno 1425 ;

it was fo called from its being well wooded : it produces the Madera
wines, the deliciee of the Britifti American colonies. 3. Cape-Verde
iflands, nine in number, about 160 leagues weft of Cape de Verde in

Africa ; they were anciently called Hefperides, were difcovered anno 1 440,
but not fettled until j 5 7 2 ; the New-England fifliery bring fome of their

fait from thei;- ifland of May.

of
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of the Molucca iflands, and returns home richly loaden

with fpices •, they failed along the coaft of China. Thus
during the reign of their good King Emanuel, who died

anno 1521, they carried all before them at fea, and fu-

perfeded the Venetians in a trade which they had enjoyed

ever lince anno 1260. Having purchafed of CharlesV,
emperor, his claim, as king of Spain, of a pretended pri-

ority of difcovery in the Spice-iflands, they folely enjoyed

without moleftation for near a century of years the fa-

mous and profitable trade and navigation to the Eafl-

Indies -, as Spain did that to the Weft-Indies.

Henry, king of Portugal, dying without children in

1580, king Philip, by a powerful ariny under the duke
d'Alva, reduces Portugal ; he claimed it in right of his

mother Elizabeth the emprefs ; Spain became mailer of

all the Portugeze dominions and rich trade ; being in

the height of glory, after a few years, anno 1588, the

king of Spain fits out the Invincible Armada (as he called

it) againft England.

The Dutch [m] at this time, as revolted from the do-
minions of Spain, were prohibited by the king of Spain,

[ot] Captain Drake, afterwards SirFrancis Drake, by way of the ftraits

of Magellan and South-feas, or Paciiick-ocean, 1579, in the name of the

crown of England, took poiTeffion (according to the formalities of thofe

times) of the Moluccas or Spice-iflands, and carried a quantity of fpices to

England. The Dutch did not come to the Eaft-Indies until 1595 ; did

not fee the Spice-iflands until 1599. Some London merchants, anno
1600 (fome time before the eftablifhment of the Dutch Eaft-India com-
pany) obtained letters-patent of incorporation, and formed themfelves

into a company ; their common ftock was 72,000/. fterling. During
the indolent reign of James I, the Englifh were not well fupported in the

Eaft-Indies, and the Dutch over-reached them, notwithftanding a fo-

lemn convention between the Fnglifh and Dutch, July 7, 1619, whereby
the trade of pepper, at Java, was to be equal ; and the trade of the Mo-
lucca, Banda, or Spice-iflands, was to be two thirds to the Dutch, one
third to the Englifh j the Dutch in Amboyna (a principal Spice-ifland, in

3 D. 40 M. S Lat. the beil Dutch government next to that of Batavia)

upon ibme frivolous pretext, inhumanly and cruelly maflacred the Englilh

people, anno 1 622 : foon after they feized all the Englifh fettlements and
fadlories in the Spice-iflands, and have monopolized the fpice ti-ade ever

fmce. This violent abufe, or tranfadion, can never be forgot, and perhaps

to
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to trade to Portugal, the only emporium of Eaft-India

ipices and other goods : this occafioned their endeavours

to fail direcliy to the Eaft-Indies, and Spice-iflands : they

firft attempted a N. E. paffage by Waygatz-ftraits,

but in vain-, afterwards, anno iS95'> without ceremony

Hthey doubled the Cape of Good-Hope, feized feveral of

the Spanifh or Portugueze colonies, got a great footing

in the Eaft-Indies, and have eftabliilied a great trade, and

fettled many confiderable colonies.

Upon the expiration of the twelve years truce between

Spain and Holland, anno 162 1, the Dutch made feveral

luGcefsful expeditions to Brazil (at the fame time made
fome fettlcments in Guiana) and got fome footing there.

P. Maurice was appointed governor, and relided there

from anno 1637 to anno 1644 •, for want of fupplies he

left it and returned home : the Dutch having a better

game to play in the Eaft-Indies, from whence they al-

rnoft outed the Portugueze, they gave way in the Brazils,

and after fome years the Portugueze recovered it entirely,

by anno 1 660.

The following digreffion, may perhaps be an agree-

able amufement to fome readers.

To make fome eftimate of the Dutch Eaft-India,

whaling, and fugar trade (which, with their herring-

is never to be forgiven : the refentment and reparation has long lain dor-

mant, from James I indolence, the national confufions during the civil

war, the voluptuous reign of QiarlesII, the fole application of James II,

to introduce defpotif7n zxid. popery, and laterly from indulgence andaffeflion

we bear to our natural and maritime allies, fo the Dutch are called; at

this time, from fome corruption of the leading men, fome evil fpirit, or

fome abftrufe myftery offtate, they have, in the prefent war of Great-Britain

with France, baulked us very much. Cromwel, a very great politician and

general, who, though not legally, yet by divine permiffion, or as in fome

defignations, ^wzW /ro'z;zVif«/'/^, or by the providence of God, had for

fome years the diredion of Britifli ajfFairs, in his declaration of war

againft the Dutch, anno 1 65 2, demands fatisfaftion for the Amboyna
affair, and the arrears of a certain fura of 30,000/. (lerling per annum,

for liberty of herring-filhing on the coaft of Schetland, as per contra£l

with the Englilh court in Charles I reign ; Cromwel's war with the

Dutch being foon over, tlieir fubmiffivenefs and ufefulnefs to liim, made
hini drop it.

fifliery
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iifliery and carrying, are the branches of their traffic)

welhall inllance the year 1738 (perhaps a medium year

of bufinefs) that year arrived in the Texel, tor Amfterdam,

and the fmall towns in the Zuyder Zee, from the Eail-

Indies fifteen lliips j from Eaft-Greenland, or Spitzbergen,

ninty-two whalers •, from Weft -Greenland, or Davis's

ftreights, fifty-five whalers j with fugar, coffee, cocoa,

from Surinam thirty-fix ; Curafo eleven j other places in

the Weft-Indies fourteen.

The Dutch at firft carried on their trade in the Eaft-

Indies, by fadories in feveral parts ; afterwards they fet-

tled colonies with a territorial juriidiftion ; they did not

fully monopoUze the trade, until 1635. The fubfcription

for a company trade was 6,440,200 guilders, or florins.

The v^hole trade is fuppofed divided into fixteen parts,

and the company into fix chambers, each cha'mber hav-

ing parts nearly in proportion to their fubfcription ; of
thofe fixteen parts eight belong to the chamber ofAmfter-
dam, four to Zealand, one to Rotterdam, one to Delft,

one to Horn, and one to Enchuyfen : each chamber has

a peculiar board of direftors, called in Dutch Bewind-
hebbers ; the chamber of Amfterdam confifts of twenty
directors, that of Zealand confifts of twelve diredors, the

other four cham.bers each confift of feven direftors :

The grand affairs of the united chambers are managed by
a grand council, which fits at Amfterdam for fix years,

alternately •, this general council confifts of a deputation

from each of the fix chambers, Amifterdam fends eisht

deputies, Zealand four deputies, the other four chambers
fend one deputy eachj and a feventeenth (this council

confifts of feventeen) is chofen alternately by the fix

chambers, and is prefident, or chairman.

This company is vaftiy rich, an original fhare of

3000 guilders (3000 is reckoned a high fiiare) has been
fold frequently at 20,000 guilders j notwithftanding

their great annual charges in building and repairing forti-^

fications, fhips, ftore houfes, falaries, foldiers pay, (^c,

amounting fometimes to upwards of a million and a half

guilders
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guilders per annum. They are the mofl powerful private

fociety in the world ; fome think them more powerful

than the government of their own feven united provinces

at home in Europe -, they have at times lent the govern-

ment, or Sates general, great fums of money for con-

tinuing their privileges ^ anno 1688, they lent the States

general 8,000,000 guilders for continuing their privileges

to anno 1 740. It has been thought, that if the Dutch
(I mean their people of quality and fortune) fhould, at

any time, forefee a certain danger of being reduced by a

more potent neighbour, they would tranfport their fa-

milies and effeds to the Eaft-Indies, where they are ma-
ilers of the fea : thus, in ancient times, the Tyrians, when
in apparent danger of being reduced by Alexander the

great, fent their wives, children and effefts to Carthage.

This company exports very little bullion from Holland

(the Englilh Eaft-India company export too much filver)

their fpices vended in that country, purchafe all the o-

ther goods they may have occafion for. The Englifli

Eaft-India company, in fome articles of trade, have the

advantage ofthe Dutch; for, in fadl, the Hollanders buy
near half the goods fold at the Englifh Eaft-India fales.

The feat of government for all the Dutch Eaft-India

colonies and faftories is at Batavia •, here refides their

governor-general with much greater ftate, than the pre-

fident of the States-general of the united provinces. The
governor-general is chofen by the company, with the

approbation of the States-general ; he is eleded only

for three years, but frequently continued for life ; he

has a council of fix, viz. The major-general, a military

officer ; direftor- general, who has the infpedion of the

trade, and gives orders or inftru6lions to all under-di-

re6tors, faftors, fupercargoes, and mafters or fkippers,

with four more named by the company. In very good

policy, they have an independent court of judicature for

civil and criminal matters, to whom the governor- general

is fubjed:, and by whom he may be condemned even to

death. Under the governor-general are fix confiderable

govern-



Sect. II. ' in North-America." 33

o;overnments or colonies : each has a o-overnor, direftor

of trade, i^c. befides feveral lefler governments, com-
manderies, and factories. This being only a digreffion,

I mull forbear to enumerate more particulars. As the

above obfervations are not public, that is in print, I

hope they may be acceptable.

II. A Ihort hiftory of the S. W. palTages from Eu-
rope to the Mare del Zur, South -fea, or Pacifick-ocean

;

and to the Eaft-Indies, or China, and the fpice-Iflands.

As the Portugueze formerly claimed an exclufive navi-

gation by the S. E. pafTage, in like manner the Spani-

ards pretended to the exclufive navigation of the S. W.
pafTage, to the Eail-lndies. For the better underlland-

ing of the affair, we may previoufly obferve \_o'] :

The reafon why feveral princes of Europe endeavour-

ed other palTages befides that of the S. E. by the Cape of
Good-Hope to the fpice-iflands, and the Indian feas,

was as follows. Ever fince anno 141 o, the Portugueze
proceeded, with infinite labour and much expenfe along

the weft coaft of Africk, to gain a pafTage to the Eaft-

Indies ; anno 144^^, they obtained of Pope Martin a
grant of the Ible navigation of feas, and property of
lands, lying S. and E. of Cape Bajador N. lat. 27 D.
W. from London 15 D. in Africa j this includes, the

Cape of Good-Hope, and the S. E. palTage.

The Pope anno 1493, having granted to the Spaniard

all lands beginning 100 leagues weft from the Azores,
or weftern iflands (belonging to Portugal) and fouth

indefinitely ; occafioned a difpute berween the Spaniards

and Portugueze. The Portugueze reckoned the Spa-
nifh difcovery of Am.erica anno 1492, and this bull, as an
encroachment upon their right to the ocean, as being the

[0] In the courfe of this narrative concerning the colonies from Eu-
rope fettled in America, to render matters more obvious and diftinft, we
do fometimes premife introduftory accounts of affairs, and fometimes fub-

ne£t by way of notes or annotations tranfient defcriptions of incidental

things, which, although in every refpeft not confident with our intended

brevity, nor ftridlly within the limits of our defign, may be of ufe for a

general information, and not difagreeable amufement.

Vol. I, D firft
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firfl navigators of this ocean ; complained to Pope
Alexander VI, anno 1493 -, he compofed this difference

by the limits of a meridian, called, the line of dimarkati-

on degrees weft of St. Antonio, the weftermoft of
the Cape de Verde iflands : St. Antonio lies 25 D. weft

from London [p].

As the Pope at that time, and for many years fol-

lowing, was univerfally in Europe regarded, as the fole

and abfolute arbitrator, or rather difpofer of all domini-
ons upon earth -, the other princes of Europe did impli-

citly acquiefce in this fantaftical, or rather fanatical
divifion of the globe of the earth (its parts to be difcover-

ed) between the Spaniards and Portugueze ; and for near

a century, all the traffick of the Eaft and Weft-Indies

was engroffed refpeftively by the Portugueze and Spani-

ards; but in procefs of time, the Britilh, French, and
Dutch have got into their hands the greateft part of this

traffic ; gold, filver, and precious ftones excepted.

There are three different fouth-weft paffages.

1. Tiieftraits of Magellan (it is properly a thorough-

fare, but near the land's-end of America-,) the eaft en-

trance lies in 52 D. 30 M. S. lat. its weft entrance in 53 D.
S. lat. in all its turnings about 1 1 6 leagues long ; Cape
Quaad not above four miles wide ; at Batchelors river,

fifty leagues from its eaft entrance, the flood begins to

come from the weftward, and makes a ripling with the

eaftern flood. After the beginning of May to the end of

September, thefe ftraits are fo full of ice, with fixed

ftormy wefterly winds, there is no pafllng ; at other

[p] Cape St. Auguftine, the weflermoft point of the Brazils (and of all

America) lies in 53 D.W. from London : the line of dimarkation cuts off

a flice of the eaftern coaft of America, now called Brazils ; thus the Brazils

belong to the Portugueze, not only by priority of difcovery and occupancy
(this is at prefent the good title by the law of nations) but by the Pope's

antiquated, obfolete, divifional decree : and as the oppofite line of di-

markation muft be I 80 D. E. and W. from this line, it is thought that

fome part of the Moluccas or Spice-iflands, if the pope's decree were of

any force or obligation at this time, would fall within the Spaniih divifion.

times,



Sect. II. /« Nohth-America. 35

times, it is very difficult: and tedious, therefore it is nov?-

difufed. Trees grow here to a confiderable bignefs ;

there are no pine-trees in thefe ibuthern latitudes, the like

northern latitudes abound with them [q].

Ferdinand Magellanez, a native of Portugal, not fuf-

liciently rewarded for his many good fervices in the Por-

tugueze difcoveries, offered his fervice to the emperor

Charles V, king of Spain, to find a paffage to the Spice-

iflands by failing weftward, without any violation of the

pope's bull, or of the agreement with Portugal : with five

fhips and 300 men he failed from Seville in Spain, Aug.
10, anno 1519 ; he wooded and watered on the coaft of

Brazil in 22 D. S. lat. he firft, but in vain, attempted a

paffage by the river of Plate ; he difcovered and paffed

the ftraits of his own name, November, anno 1 520

;

he proceeded to the Ladrones and Philippine-iflands,

where he was killed in a fkirmifh with the Indians •, his

fhips proceed and arrived at the Moluccas or Spice-iflands

in November, 1521 [r], and fettled a colony ; they load-

ed with fpices, and by way of the Cape of Good-Hope,
in three years returned to Spain. After Magellan's paf-

fage, it was difcontinued (being reprefented fo very dif-

ficult) for many years. Camerga, a Spaniard, is faid to

have palled it anno 1539.
Capt. Francis Drake is reckoned the fecond who cir-

cumnavigated our globe, or earth, by pafTing the ftraits of
Magellan j with five fliips and 1 64 men he failed from
Plymouth, Dec. 13, anno 1577; he palTed the ftraits

of Magellan in September, 1578, after a very difficult

navigation of fixteen days ; he got much treafure along

[f] Here are large trees with a pepperlfli aromatic-tafted bark, formerly

of good medical ufe, the botanical name is, cortex Winteranm laurifoUis

Magellanica cortice acri ; Winter's bark from the name of the foft im-
porter ; it is not at prefent to be found in the apothecaries (hops in Eu-
jope, and the name is transferred to the corfex elutheri, from the Bahama-
iflands, called cinamomumjt've canella alba tubis minoribus C. B. P.

[r] The Spaniards were foon drove from the Spice-iflands by the Por-

tugueze; and the emperor, king of Spain having preffing occafions for

money, for a certain fum renounced all his pretenfions to the Spice-iflands.

D 2 the
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the coaft of Chili and Peru ; failed fo far north as 43 D.
N. lat. the inclemency of the weather obliged him to re-

turn fouthward ; he took pofleffion, in form, of the N.W.
parts of California for the crown of England, and called

it New-Albion. He arrived at Ternate, one of the Mo-
lucca or Spice- iflands, Nov. 14, anno 1579, and loaded

a quantity of cloves •, arrived in England, Nov. 3, 1580*

He was knighted aboard of his own fhip by queen Ehza-
beth [j]. Piis journal differed one day from the account

of time in England [^].

[j] Good queen Elizabeth excelled in many things, particularly by
encouraging or trade and navigation : flie fettled a trade with the Grand
Seignior, with tlie Czar of Muicovy, with India, and began our America

colony fettlements. To encourage navigation-difcoveries, fhe knighted

the difcoverers ; fhe was called the reftorer of naval glory, and the miftrefs

of the ocean. Her expeditions againft the Spaniards (the Dutch being

under her proteQion) gave occafion to many of our difcoveries and fettle-

ments of colonies and faftories. She formed an Englifh Eaft-India com-

pany by letters-patent of incorporation, Dec. 30, anno 1600 ; there were

180 perfons named in tlie patent, their common ftock; was only 7 2,000 /.

fterling ; whereas the E)utch Eaft-India company incorporated by the

States-general anno 1602, their common flbck was 6,440,200 guilders

or florins, being about 600,000 / fterling, and confequently foon out-did

us in the Eaft-India trade and fettlements.

[/] In faft, the Spaniards of Manila differ from the Portugueze of

Macao, an ifland near Canton on the coaft of China, about one day ; the

Spaniards came by the weftern navigation from New-Spain or Mexico ;

the Portugueze came by an eaftern navigation from Europe ; this occafiona

a clafhing in their Sundays, and other holidays ; and is a demonflration,

that the lame identical feventh part of time for religions worfhip, feftivals,

and fafts, cannot, in the nature things, be obferved , and confequently i&

notjure div'mo, but admits of a ladtude or variadon naturally, or by civil

ihflitution : thus naturally our New-England fabbath differs four hours

forty-five minutes from cur mother- country's Sunday, and is obferved ac-

cording to the Gourfe of nature ; fince the feventh part of time for reft

and divine worfhin, cannot polTibly be identically the fame, but muft differ

as longitudes do. Some other differences in obfervation of times, are not

effential to religion ; fome reckon the day before the night, fome the

night before the day, as do the Mahometans and others ; the old and

new-ltyle makes a confiderable difference In our holidays ; they who fol-

low the old-ftyle in their holidays, are to a demonftration, in the wrong ;

yet notwithftanding, fome of the church of England, and other churches

tvho follow the old-ftyle, clamour much againft the Nonconforraifts, who
•4o not obferve their Chriftmas, Eafter, and other erroneoufly eftablifhed

Capt.
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Capt. Thomas Cavendifh (he was afterward knighted)

was the third adventurer and circumnavigator by this

ftrait •, having pafied, he diflrefled the Spaniards very

much along the South-fea fliore •, he touched at Califor-

niai took an Aquapulcolhip; touched at the Philippine-

illands and Java •, he doubled the Cape of Good-Hope ;

touched at St. Helena in 15 D. S. lat. with much booty

and glory, he arrived at Plymouth, Sept. 9, anno 1591.'
~ The Spaniards having found two land-paffes or con-

veyances, -viz. The ifthmus of Darien, and from the ri-

ver of Plate crofs the Andes to the South-Seas, they dif-

continued this navigation. Oliver Nort, anno 1598,
and George Spilbergen, anno 16 14, Dutchmen, pafied.

Sir John Narborough, fitted out by king Charles II, and
the Duke of York, fail'd from England May 15, anno

1669 ; was only fix months from Baldivia in Chili to

England ; he repalTed the ftraits of Magellan, and made
the Lizard June 10, 1671 ; was only one year and nine

months in his voyage. M. de Beauchefne a French-

man (perhaps the laft in this navigation) pafled anno
1 699 i he returned fouth of Cape-Horn without making
land.

2. The paflage by ftraits Le Maire and Cape-PIorn.

This ftrait lies between Terra del Fuego and Staten-

iflands, in 55 D. S. lat. being five leagues long, eight

leagues wide, good foundings ; from thence they double
Cape-Horn, the fouth land's end of America, in ^j D.
50 M. S. lat.

Cornelius Schouten of Horn, and Jacob Le Maire of
Amfterdam, anno 1615, were the firll who adventured

ibuth of Magellan-ftraits. The ifland which makes the

ftraits had its name from the States of Holland, the

ftraits v,''ere called by the name of one of the difcover-

ers, the cape was called after the name of the birth-

place of the other difcoverer. They performed their

holidays : in fliori^ it would appear to a man of an indifFerent perfuafion,

or void of prejudice, that, in the nature of things, divinity has left it with

the civil power to regulate thefe matters.

D 3 circum-
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circumnavigation in two years and eighteen days. This
pafTage has been much pradlifed.

Commodore Anfon's (now lord
,
Anfon) voyage

through thefe flraits round our .globe or earth, is the

lateft we. have any particular account of; he failed from
England Sept. 18, 1741, to annoy and diftrefs the Spa-

niards in the South-feas ; his fquadron confifted of fhips

one 60 guns, two 50 guns, one 40 guns, one 20 guns,

a floop or fnow of 8 guns, 2 viduallers ; he had tv/elve

months provifion aboard, 500 marines and invalids, but

returned to England a fingle fhip : of the 510 men a-

board the Centurion the commodore, when he failed

from England, not exceeding 130 returned to England.

He was unfortunate as to wrong feafons all the voyage, he

fet out too late, was thirty-eight days in his paffage to

Maderas, did not leave St. Catherine's [u] on the coafl of

Brazil,in2 7D. S. lat. until Jan. 18, paffed infightofthe

Magellan-ftraits in March, through ftraits Le Maire,

he was off of Cape-Horn in the height of their winter,

with hollow feas, and boifterous adverfe winds (we

before hinted that the fouth high latitudes, arc in their

"winters more tempefluous, than the like north high

latitudes in the northern winters ; thus Cape of the Good
Hope, although in 34 D. S. lat. was at firft called Cape
Tormentofa, the N. W. winds in May, June, July, and

Auguft, being as it were fixed and very tempefluous) here

he departed from all his fleet ; the Severn and Pearl of

50 and 40 gun, tired out (as it is fuppofed) with

tedious contrary winds, difmal ftorms, and an over-

grown fea, left him and put back : fome of his fleet

joined him again at the ifland of Juan Fernandez in the

South-fea, which is generally ufed as a place of refrefh-

ment by enemies and interlopers. He had a tedious

paflTage of 148 days from St. Catherine's to this ifland.

[«] In this navigation, in time of a general peace, the proper baiting

places, places of refrefhment, or to wood and water, are the Cape de

Verde iflands, the coaft of Brazil, and the ifland Ferdinando, in the South-

feas, 34 D. 10 M. S. lat. 100 leagues weit from the coafl: of Chili.

Hq
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He did not arrive off of Aquapiilco until the end of

January, O. S. the Manila [w'] Ihip being got in January

9. From the weft coaft of Mexico he was 109 days

to the Ladrones (it is generally performed by heavy

failers in fixty or feventy days) from thence he proceeded

to Macao, a Portugueze fettlement upon an ifland near

Canton, the chief place of trade in China •, here he conti-

nued from November 1 742 to April following. June 20,

anno 1743, commodore Anfon by good chance (the

Manila fhip might have got into her port, but being

informed at Aquapulco of Anfon's bad condition, he bore

'up to him to take him.) took the Manila fhip bound from

Aquapulco to Manila, about fix leagues S. E. of Cape

Spiritu Sanfto off the ifland Mindora near Luconia or

Manila ifland, July 1 1 ; he anchored again in Macao road,

and left it December 15, bound for England. Anno

\nv] The Aquapulco or Manila fhips, are annually fometimes three,

generally two, fometimes only one; they fail from Aquapulco the latter end

of March, near, or in, N. lat. 13 D. as freelt fromiflands; have a run of

2 100 leagues from Aquapulco in 16 D. 30 M. N. lat. and 106 D. 30
M. W. from London, to Guyam one of the Ladrones in 13 M. 30 D.
N. lat. 220 D. W. long, from London, or 140 D. E. from London
(their governor is fubordinate to the Spanifh Captain-general of the Phi-

lippines) the Ladi'ones, particularly Guyam, are of the fame ufe of refrefh-

ment for the Manila or Aquapulco fhips, as the Cape of Good-Hope is to

the Dutch Eaft-India fhips, and the ifland of St. Helena to the Englifh

Eafl-India company fhips— From Guyam they fail 400 leagues to Manilas

(the diflance is the fame to the Moluccas or Spice-iflands) where they ar-

rive fome time in June : they fet out from Manilas for Aquapulco in

Auguft, and are fometimes under a neceffity to flretch fo high as 50 D. N.
lat. to come at the variable, or rather the weflerly, winds. They never

difcover any land, but have frequent foundings, in the high latitudes.

They arrive at Aquapulco in December or January ; the firll land they

have made has fometimes been St. Sebaftian off California in N. lat. 42 D.
and 1 3 3 D. W. long, from London, being the moft vvefterly known part of

' America ; generally they make Cape St. Lucar the fouth point of Cali-

fornia in N. lat. 22 D. 30 M. fometimes the firfl land they make is Cape
Corientes, on the weft coaft of Mexico in N. lat. 19 L.

From the city of Mexico, by their barcadier of Aquapulco, they (hip

much filver to Manilas (commodore Anfon accounted for 1,300,000 pieces

of eight in the Manila prize of 1743, June 20) which purchafe in Japan
and China (they have a continued trade with thefe places) all forts of rich

goods for Mexico.

D 4 1744,
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1744, April 3, he left the Cape of Good-Hope, and June
12, made the Lizard point. The prize money of the

;

Manila fhip, and of fome fmall captures on the coaft of
Peru, accounted for, was in value 355,324/. fterling.

3. The navigation eaft of Staten-illand, clear of all

land, giving Cape-Horn the land's end of South-Ame-
rica, a good birth. This is the prefent pra6tice of the

French South-fea-men, and is the moft advifeable.

Capt. Sharp, a Buccanier [^i'], anno 1681, came from
the South- feas to the North-feas without making land

;

it was in their fummer-feafon ; Nov. 17, he was in 58 D.

30 M. S. lat. to the fouthward of Cape-Horn, where he

met with feveral iflands of ice and hard frofts ; he crofled

the equator or line Jan. 7.

Capt. Woods Rogers fafterwards governor of Provi-

dence and the other Bahama-iflands) with two good pri-

vateers, fet out from Briftol in Auguft, anno 1708 (his

pilot was Dampier, formerly a logwood cutter, who had

been three times in the South-feas, and twice round the

globe) he wooded and watered at Cape de Verde iflands,

at Brazils, end of November, and at the ifland Ferdi-

[;c] TheBuccaniers originally were a vagrant, vicious, feafaring, pirati-

cal people, chiefly Englifh and French : they were ufed to kill wild bulls

and cows with long fufees, called Buccanier-pieces, for their hides and

tallow ; at firft they committed depredations only upon the Spaniards and

Spanifh fettlements (Morgan took Porto-Bello and Panama, anno 1 671)
and although a notorious pirate, was knighted by that prince of pleafure

and whim king Charles II, but afterwards was in difgrace. They carried

on this Belliim Firaticum againft the Spaniards, in the Weft-Indies, from

anno 1666 to anno 1688, madmen like, for fmall booty, and that foon

confjmed ; they fuffered the greateft fatigues, hunger, and rifque of life.

They firft formed themfelves upon a fmall ifland called Tortugas, north of

Hifpaniola (all iflands, where tortoife or turtle frequent, are by the Spani-

ards called Tortugas ; that ifland near the Margaritas upon the coaft of

New-Spain, from whence, by a Spanifh treaty at Madrid anno 1716,

New-England brings fait for their fifhery, is called Salt-Tortugas) as alfo

upon the N. W. parts of Hifpaniola ; the court of France fent them over

a governor, and colonized them ; this is the original of the French rich

fettlements there : it is true, when the French had the Spanifh AfTiento

contrail for Negroes, Spain confented to their having a lodge and place of

refrefhment there ; by their ufual way of encroaching upon their neigh-

l ours, they are now become fuperior to the Spanifh of Hifpaniola.

nando,
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nando, in the 'South-fea •, having fea-room fufficient, he

pafled into the South-feas without feeing of land; Jan.

10, he was fouth of Cape-Horn in lat. 61 D. ^^ Mj
ten weeks from the Brazils, he was upon the coall of

Chili and Peru, where he continued making depredations

till the month of December, then he lay in wait near the

fouth end of Cahfornia. He took the fmall Manila fhip

Dec. 22. He left California Jan. 12, arrived at Guam
March 1 1, left Guam March 22, arrived in Batavia

June 20, left Java-head Odob. 24, arrived in the har-

bour of Cape Good-Hope Dec. 28 -, failed from thence

April 8, with the Dutch Eaft-India fleet (they are gene-

rally feventeen to twenty fail homeward bound) pafled in

fight of St. Helena April ^o, off of SchetJand-iflands

in the north of Scotland July 1 6, and arrived in the Texel

July 23 ; having encroached upon the exclufive trade

and navigation of Englifh Eaft-lndia company, they did

not think it convenient to come to England, until they

had fettled the affair with the company.

III. Thorough-fares [y] in the body of the American,

continent from the eallern Ocean to the weftern Ocean,
commonly called from the North-fea to the South-fea

and Eaft-Indies.

1. The ilraits of Magellan, already difcufled.

2. Rio de Ta Plata John Diaz de Soils, a Spaniard,

failing fouthward, fell in with this river of Plate anno

1 5 1 5 ; the name was occafioned by the firft filver from
Peru coming down this river (the native Indians call this

country Paraguay) they went up the river fo far as was
convenient, and thence travelled by land to the country.

that afforded fo much filver and gold, and made returns

of it. Garcias, a Portugueze, was up this river anno
'1524 ; he was cut off by the Indians, Seballian Cabot,

in the king of Spain's fervice anno 1525, failed 200
leagues up the river of Plate. Anno 1535, -^^^ Pedro

f y] This was defigned as the laft head of pafiages from the North to

the South-fea, but as it feems to fall in more naturally in this place, we
jproceed with it accordingly.

de
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de Mendoza, with twelve lliips, went up this river ; he
left fome forces there, they conquered the country to the

mines of Potofi, and town of La Plata, 500 leagues

from their firft fettlements ; the Spaniards did not begin

to work the mines of Potofi, until anno 1545. Buenos
Ayres is fifty leagues up from the mouth of the river of
Plate J one branch of this river is called Paraguay-, here is

the famous country Tucuman of the Jefuits ; the Jefuits

having, in fome degree, civilized the native Indians, they

divided it into diftrifts or miffions, under the direflion of
the Jefuits to this day. St. Jago, in 29 D. S. Lat. is

the capital of the Jefuits country. At prefent there is a

good land communication from the river ofPlate to Peru
and Chili, fo that the AiTiento Negroes are conveyed froni

Buenos Ayres to Peru and Chili : the road paffes through

La Plata (the great river comes near to it) in 2 1 D.
S. lat. the capital of the audience of Los Chercas in

Peru : the filver mines of Potofi and Porco are in its

neighbourhood.

3. The river of Amazons [2;]. Its mouth lies near

the line or equinoftial, it is of a very long courle, about

1800 leagues (it is the largeft river upon earth) from its

many windings and bad navigation, it is relinquifhed as

a thorough-fare. - Gonzalo Pizarro (brother to the fa-

mous Pizarro) governor of Quito in Peru, anno 1540,
with a fmall army eroded the Andes, and fell down this

river in queft of gold ; here he built a brigantine which

failed down the river, which v/ent home to Spain by the

call; or north-fea ; Pizarro himfelf returned by land to

Quito, he found no gold. Father d'Acuna from Qiiito

went down this river, and by the Eaft fea to Spain, and

publilhed an account of the country. The Spaniards

endeavoured a fettlement upon the river, anno 1554, but

\%] Bacchus, when he conquered Thrace, had a corps of Libyan wo-

men in his army, called Amazons ; Minerva was their leader. Upon a

Spanifh expedition this way, a number of Indian women, with their

hufbands, upon this river, oppofed the Spaniards ; this was the occafion

of the river being fo cidled.

foon
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fbon relinquifhed it. By the peace of Utrecht, France

(the French have fome fmall fettlements in Guiana, north

of this river) renounces both fides of the river of Ama-
zons, and the navigation thereof.

4. The river Oronoque. Its mouth lies in about 9 D.

N. L. by this river no thorough-fare ever was effefted

;

it is the fouth-eafterly boundai:y ,of the Spanifh fettle-

ents on the eaft or north fea of America : St. Thomas
is the only fettlement the Spaniards have fouth-eaft of

this river ; fome New-England privateers, in the begin-

ning of the prefent Spanifh war, made fome attempts

upon this place. Sir Walter Raleigh [a] took pofleffion

of the country of Guiana [^], anno 1595, for the crowjoi

of England.

[a] Sir Water Raleigh, for himfelf and afTociates or affigns, anno 1584,
obtained a patent from the crown of England, for difcovering and plant-

ing lands in America, not aftually in poffelGon of any chriftian prince.

His firfl: fettlement was at Roanoke in North-Carolina, and encouraged ad-

venturers to plant fome of thofe lands now called Virginia : but his whim
after metals, minerals, and precious ftones, was the reaibn ofhis negleft of

fettlements. He was fitted out by queen Elizabeth, anno 1592, to annoy
the Spaniards (Drake and Hawkins were fitted out, anno 1595, upon the

fame account ; they both died in the Weft-Indies) he neglefted his adven-

tures to Virginia, and made three unfuccefsful voyages up the river Oro-

noque, in queft of metals and precious ftones : he was told (as it is faid)

and was fo credulous as to believe, that, in that country gold was fo plenty

as to be heaped up like firewood. In the beginning of king James the

firft's reign, he was convi£led and condemned to die for a confpiracy ; was
reprieved from time to time; and after being kept prifoner in the tower

twelve years, he propofes to find gold mines in Guiana, and, notwith-

ftanding his being under fentence of death, was fitted out, but returned re

infecia. Gundamar, the Spanifti ambafiador at the court of England, in

the name of the court of Spain, clamoured and ftrongly complained of

the infraftion of peace and amity ; to make an atonement, Sir Walter

was the facrifice, and his former fentence of death was allowed to take

place ; he was executed anno 1618.

[/^] The country of Guiana lies between the rivers Oronoque and
Amazons : the Spaniards to the northward, and Portugueze to the fouth-

vvard, but have no footing here. Its fouthern parts have fome fmall

French fettlements, Cayenne, l^c. the Englifti fettled the middle part,

called Surinam ; the Dutch took it from the Englifti in the beginning of

king Charles the fecond's reign, in it was quit-claimed to the Dutch
by the peace of Breda, anno 1 66-] ^ in exchange for the Dutch quit-claim-

The
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5. The gulph of Mexico and illhmus of Darien.

Vafco Names de Balboa, with 290 men, anno I5i3,was
the firft who crolTed this ifthmus, and difcovered the

South-fea in 8 D. 30 M. N. Lat, between Porto-Bello

and Carthagena; at this place the ifthmus is about one
degree wide. This Vafco received no benefit by this

difcovery, being foon fuperfeded by Padracias, who was,

by the court of Spain, appointed vice- roy of Panama,
originally and at that time capital of the South-fea

Spanifh colonies : there is a great ridge of mountains, or

rather of many diftindt hills running along this ifthmus,

into the gulph of Darien ; there come from the moun-
tains many rivers, which formerly afforded much gold

duft or grains ; this was the principal inducement to that

romantic, ill- contrived, badly executed, and therefore

iliort-lived Scots fettlement here, called the Darien or

Caledonia [c'\ company, anno 1699.

ing to the Englifli their colony of New-Netherland, now called New-
York ; the Dutch fettled its northern parts of Efquibe Barbice, i^c. Sir

Walter Raleigh, anno 1595, had taken poffeffion of the whole country for

the crown of England.

[c] Anno 1695, by an a£l of the Scots parliament, feveral foreigners,

as well as natives, of Scotland, with a joint ftock vvith perpetual fucceflion,

were incorporated by the name of The company of Scotland, trading to

Africa and the Indies. One half at leaft of the ftock, to belong to

Scotifh-men refiding in Scotland ; not any one fubfoiption lefs than 100 /.

and not exceeding 3000 /. fterling : to plant colonies, to biiild forts, ^c.
in any part of Afia, Africa, and America, with confent of the natives and
inhabitants thereof, and not pofTeffed by any European fovereign ; with

an exclulive trade, but may grant-permiffions to other ti'aders, to all Afia,

Africa, and America, for thirty-one years. The company to have the

jurifdiftion in their own colonies, where they may impofe duties, cuftoms,

&c. Their trade in Scodand to be exempted from all duties for twenty-

one years. All concerned in the company are declared free Denizens of

Scotland. For form's fake king William did grant to the company letters

patent agreeable to this aft. By the intereft of fome genriemen deeply

concerned, the parliament in the fame feffions paiTed an aft, of bad confe-

quence, impowering the managers for boroughs, companies incorporate or

collegiate, to inveft any part of their ftock in this company.

They began to fettle at Darien 1699 ' ^^^^ '"^^"^ ^^ ^^^ letters patent

were reftified by a Scots aft of parliament anno 1701 ; and when the

affair laboured much, by an aft of queen Anne in a Scots parliament, anno

Anno.
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Anno 1680, fome of the buccaniers went up thegulph

or river of Darien, and from thence, by a Ihort land-

pafTage to St. Maria, in the bay of Panama : fome buc-

caniers returned the fame way to the north fea. At
fome diftance to the weftward, fix leagues is Nombre de

Dios, (nomen Dei) eighteen leagues from Panama ; here

the galleons formerly loaded, but becaufe of the fickly

air here and in the gulph of Darien, they were both re-

linquilhed by the Spaniards ; this is the narroweft place

of the neck : negroes from Jamaica, interlopers, have car-

ried letters of advice from Nombre de Dios to Panama,
and brought back anfwers in thirty-fix hours. Six

leagues weft from Nombre de Dios is Porto-Bello[J] ; it

1703, all perfons and fliips, natives and foreigners, trading to their colo-

nies by the permiffion of the company, and returning to Scotland, are in-

vefted with all privileges and immunities of the company.

The projeft of fettling a colony at Darien, well deferves the name of a

Scots Folly : a country under fubjeftion to Spain at that time in peace

with us, and upon any emergency by a fleet from Spain, capable of

fwallowing them up ; befides its being inholpitable from its unhealthful-

nefs. If inftead of this they had procured of Spain an AlTiento Negro
contrail, with an annual dry-goods fliip; if they followed a fadlory trade to

China, to the bay of Bengal, to Hegly river, to Arabia, ^c. perhaps it

might have turned to fome account; they foon were in a ruinous con-

dition, and a little before . the union with England, i oo /. Hock fold

for 10/.

As good fometimes comes out of evil and folly, it happened fo in this

inftance: many of the Scots mernbers of the union parliament and their

friends were concerned and mvolved in this company ; the happy union

was much promoted by inferting a claufe in the articles of union, that all

concerned fhould be repaid their principal with 5 per cent, from the time

of paying in their money to May i, 1701 ; the whole amounted to

23,288/. fterling, to be paid out of the 398,085 /. fteriing, equivalent

money granted by England to Scotland, for that part of the Englifh pub-
lic debts which would be paid, by railing the cuftoms and excife of Scot-

land to an equality with thofe of England; the malecontents of Scotland

called this, the felling of the country.

.
[d] Porto-Bello was taken by a fmall fquadron under the command of

admiral yerncn, November anno 1739, much to his credit and the ho-

nour of the Britifh nation. Porto-Bello taken from, the Spaniards,

and Louilbourg on Cape-Breton from the French, are the moil: ce-

lebrated exploits this war, of the Britilh people from home ahd in

America : perhaps the moil remarkable infiances in hiltory of the Spanilh

and French pufill^nijnJty and cowardice, and of the Sritiili temerity and

is
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is the north fea barcadier of Panama, about twenty

leagues diftant, and the fair for the Spanifh galleons and

the Britifh South-fea annual fhip. A few leagues weft

of Porto-Beilo is the river Chagre (here Vernon, anno

1740, feized the Spanifh faftory, and carried off goods

to the value of 70,000/. fterling) from the head of their

river is the fhorteft land-carriage to Panama, not exceed-

ing feven leagues.

5. The early adventurers to America ^ where theyfound

any large opening or inlet, they had fome fmall hopes of

a thorough-fare to the South-feas, but proceeding only a

fmall v/ay, theywere baulked: thus it happened in Cheie-

peak-Bay of Virginia, in Hudfon's river of New-York,
in St. Laurence's river of Canada the longefl: and largeft

of thele inlets : John Cartier, a Frenchman, anno 1535,
failed up the gulph and river of St. Laurence fo far as

Montreal in Canada. Sir Humphry Gilbert from Eng-
land, hearing of a ftrait north of Virginia (New-Eng-
land and Nova Scotia were at that time comprehended
in the denomination of Virginia) imagined, it might be

a thorough-fare to the Eaft-Indies ; he failed up the

gulph and river of St. Laurence anno 1583, and took

poffeffion for the crown of England.

6. The next and laft thorough-fare northward, is

Davis's-ftraits ; but as this is a very wide opening, or

rather fea, dividing North-America from a northern

diftinft continent called Weft-Greenland or New-Den-
mark, we muft refer it to the paragraphs of a north-

weft paftage, and the feftion of Hudfon's-Bay lodges

and trade.

bravery. The Cuba and Carthagena very chargeable, but inefFeftual late

expeditions, are notorious inftances of a miniftry (from corruption or to

humour the populace) wantonly playing away men and money ; particu-

larly, their unnatural and barbarous demand of fome thoufands of able

men from our infant colonies (who rather required large additions of peo-

ple, for planting and defending their fettlements) as a facrifice ; of the 500
men froii^ MalSchufetts-Bay, not exceeding fifty returned,

IV. Efiays
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IV. Effir/s towards a north-eaft paiTage to China and

the Indian leas, come next in coiirie of time ; thefe ad-

ventures were prior to the outfets for the north-well dif-

covery. The Cabots, in queft of a north-eaft paflage, firft

weathered the north cape of Europe in 72 D. N. lat. by

much folicitation, our fovereigns of thefe times were

prompted to make fome advances this way in favour of

trade. In king Edward the fixth's reign, was in-

corporated a company of merchants for difcovering of

lands unknown ; in confequence of this fome Englilh

iliips, by the White-fea, came to Archangel -, and the

grand duke of Muicovy or Ruffia, grants to an Englilh

Rullia-Company fundry privileges. Anno regni i, 2,

Philip and Mary, by patent, a fociety was incorporated,

by the name of The governor, confuls, alTiftants, fellow- .

fhip, and commonalty of merchant- adventurers to lands,

territories, ^c. unknown or unfrequented ; this com-

pany were in polTeffion of the Ruffia trade twenty- five or

thirty years before the Dutch attempted it.

Towards the end of the fixteenth century, the Englilh

and Dutch began to try for a north-eaft palfage, and

for many years loft Ihips and their labour in impradi-

cable adventures : it had an incidental good profitable

effeft, it brought them into the Ruffia trade and whale-

filhery. The north-eaft and the north-weft difcoverers

introduced the whahng bufinefs. The Dutch have

wintered in "^c^ D. N. lat. inNova-Zembla-, the Englilh

have Wintered in 78 D. N. lat. in Greenland j it was re-

marked that Nova Zembla, although fouthward of

Greenland, is colder than Greenland. The Englilh Ruffia-

Company were the firft who went a whaling at Eaft-

Greenland ; at that time they employed Bifcayers ; af-

terwards the Dutch came into it, followed it more clofe-

ly, and are better acquainted. A few years fince, the

Englilh South-Sea-Company fitted out a great number
of good large Ihips, whalers ; they funk much money
from mifmanagement, and foon abandoned the affair, .

A north'
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A north-eaft pafTage has been eflayed three different

ways, viz. Eaft of Eaft-Greenland or Spitzbergen,

between Eaft-Greenland and Nova-Zembla, and by
Wygatz-ftraits, between Nova-Zembla arid RufTia up-
on the continent.

The foLithermoft point of Eaft-Greenland lies in 76
D. N. lat. almoft due north from the north cape of Eu-
rope. This Greenland may reach the north polar re-

gions, but hitherto Point Purchas (fo called by the

name of the difcoverer) in 82 D. N. lat. is the furtheft

north that has been difcovered. The fouthernmoft

part of Eaft-Greenland lies about 150 leagues from
Nova-Zembla.

Anno 1 67 1, a whaler failed the coaft of Eaft-Green-

land to 81 D. N. lat, there they found the ice firm, it

did not float; therefore it muft adhere to fome land

backwards, confequently there can be no north-eaft

paffage that way. As the northerly and eafterly winds

in thefe parts caufe very intenfe frofts, there muft be to

windward vaft continents covered with fnow or large

fields of impenetrable ice. Thus the very hard frofts

from the north and north -weft winds in BaffinVBay,
Davis's-ftraits, and Hudfon's-Bay, indicate vaft con-

tinents of fnow and ice to the north-weft.

Anno 1676, Capt. Wood was fitted out by the court

of England in his Majefty's fhip Speedwell with the

Profperous-pink, to diicover a north eaft paffage to the

Indian feas; the Speedwell was eaft away upon the

rocks of Nova-Zembla in 74 D. 30 M. N. lat. (the

men were faved, and came home in the Profperous-

pink) they found ice along to the northward with

foundings, therefore land is not far off, and Nova-
Zembla/ (a conjedlure) may range north-weftward, un-

til it meets with Eaft-Greenland, confequently no north-

,

eaft paffage between them, unlefs by Ibme ftraits ; the

flood fets from the S. or S. W. therefore no paffage

northward ; befides the water is rather falter than com*
mon fea or ocean water.

4 In
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In endeavouring a N. E. pafTage Nova-Zembla was

difcovered, and Wygatz-ftraits between Nova-Zem-
bla, and the continent of Tartary or Ruffia : thofe Itraits

in N. lat. 70 D. are always frozen and full of ice, except-

ing when for a very fhort time by a N. E. hurricane or

ftorm it is cleared ; but this time being fhort and wea-

ther tempeftuous, it may be deemed impradicable.

[^] Sundry writers give us various fmall accounts or

hints, fome favouring, fome difcouraging a N. E. pafTage;

none of them are fujfHciently vouched. Some have writ-

ten, that, upon the coalls of Japan and China, drift whales

have been found with Dutch harping irons ; thefe muft

{e] There was a conteft of many years Handing, between Sir Ifaac

Newton with his followers, members of the Royal Society in London,
and the Caffinis with their followers, members of L'Academie Royale
des Sciences in Paris, concerning the figure of the earth. Sir Ifaac

.affirmed. It <was an ohlatefpheroid, that is, the earth rifes higher towards
the equator, and falls in towards the pole ; Caffini pretended from
adtual menfuration, that it was an ollong fpheroid. The king of France
(the French court are much to be extolled for their generofity in en-
couraging and promoting of ufeful difcoveries, but their agents or peo-

ple employed, are not always to be depended upon in the exa£lnefs

and truth of their reports) at a great charge employed his aflronomers,

and other mathematicians, to meafure the degrees of latitude from the
north to the fouth of France, by ftations and triangles : their reports at

that time, are now, by their own confeffion, found to be falfe by two of
their own miffions confiding of a parcel of Academicians; one was
fent to Peru in America, to meafure a degree of latitude near the

equator ; they are lately returned to France : the other detachment was
fent to Torneo in Finland in Sweden, to take the dimenfions of a de-
gree oflatitude under the polar circle; they returned anno i 737 (Torneo
is at the bottom of the Bothnick gulph in N. lat. 65 D. 50 M. and
I H. 23 M. eaft from Paris) from an obferved eclipfe of the moon and
fome occultations of fixed ftars, variation W. 5 D. 5 M. the refradlions

did not differ much from thofe in France, the river was not fhut up
with ice until Nov. 2 ; they found the length of a degree oflatitude

that cuts the polar circle to be 57,437 toifes or French fathoms, that

is, 1 000 toifes longer than it Ihould be according to Caffini: they pre-
tended to French gafcon, or romantick exadlnefs, exceeding not only
credibility, but credulity itfelf, m%. to find an afcertained bafis for the
menfuration of their triangles, in meafuring by two companies, upon
the ice, each with four wooden rods thirty feet long, in 7406 fathoms
five feet, they differed only four inches.

Vol. I. E have
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have come by a N. E. paflage. Some relate Ruffian

barks that have failed from the Mare glaciale eaft of
Wygatz-ftraits, by Cape Soutainos, in N. lat. 60 D. to

trade with the people who live on the Oriental ocean in

N. lat. 50 D. therefore Afia and Am.erica are two feparate

continents. The Dutch (as it -is faid) anno 1646, tried

this paflage backwards, from Japan to the north ocean,

but to no purpofe ; they were not obftrufted by the

ice, but puzzled by broken lands, head land, iflands,

bays^ coves, inlets, and creeks. Some Dutch whalers

miffing of whales proceeded farther north than Cape
Purchas of Eaft- Greenland in N. lat. 82 D. and found an

open fea clear of ice, but very hollow. N^B. Why did

they not proceed in queft of a paflage ? If a clear fea could

be found, that is, without continents or iflands to fallen^

and fix the ice, a paflage might be poffible : but a paf-

fage through fl:raits cannot be praflicably fafe ; their ice

js generally fixed ; if accidentally in the height of fome
fummers they be open, it can be only for a fliort time,

and the uncertainty, when a frofl: may fet it, renders

the navigation too hjizardous to run the rifk of the

Veflel being frozen up, and the people perifliing : Spitz-

bergen, or Eafl;-Greenland, feems to be a clufl:er of
broken iflands. «

V. Adventures of a north-wefl: paflage to the wefl: or

Indian feas for the Spice-iflands and China. Sebaftian

Cabot, a native of England, was fitted out by Henry VII,

of England, anno 1497, to difcover a north-weft paf-

fage to the Spice-iflands and Eaft- Indies ; he made land

in Weft- Greenland in N. lat. 6y D. and called it Prima

Vifta, and from thence coafted to Florida, taking pof-

feffion, according to the forms of thofe times as heTailed

along, for the crown of England; but endeavoured no

paflage.

Sir Martin Frobiflier, at firft fitted out by private ad-

venturers, made three voyages, anno 1576, 1577J1578,
to a ftrait in N. lat. 6^ D. called by his own name,

but ice and the inclemency of the weather fucceffively

obliged
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obliged him to return, without any north-weft palTage
difcovery. He took formal polTeffion of the north con-
tinent of Greenland, for the crown of England ; but the
Norwegians (at prefent the fubjeds of Denmark) pre-
tended to have had fettlements there prior by 200 years,
from Iceland (its north parts are in N. lat. 66 D. 20 D.
weft from London ;) but our firft north-weft adven-
turers Frobiftier, Davis, Hudfon, Baffin, Smith, ^c,
did not find the leaft veftige of the Norwegians ever
being there : there was no bread-corn, no herbage, the
aborigines had not altered their way of living, being
cloathed with fkins, and lodging in caves. This north
continent the Danes call New-Denmark, and have a fmall
miferable fettlement there in Davis*s-ftraits in N. lat.

64 D. and a guard ftiip in the whaling feafon : the foil

and Indian trade are not worth contending for ; the beft
of beaver and other fur is from hence, but in fmall quan-
tities ; it is inhofpitable. Hans Egeda, in his natural

' hiftory of Greenland, 4'% 1741, fays that Greenland was
•firft difcovered by the Norwegians and Icelanders, anno.
982, but the inclemency of the climate occafioned their
abandoning it; his relation of many colonies, ab-
beys, and churches is too romantic to obtain credit.
Anno 1721, a company of merchants or trading men, by
a royal Danifti licence fet up at Bergen of New3)enmark
in N. Lat. 64 D. where the author and his family conti-
nued fifteen years : he fays that barley does ripen there [/],
that there is fome tillage and pafture-land, only bruih-
wood, feveral ftiell-fifti, land conftantly covered with ice
and fnow, excepting near the fea-ftiore, turneps grow
well ; muflcetoes very troublefome in July and Auguft.

[/] There is a peculiar feed of grain for various climates : in Lap-
land, they have a fpecies of barley ripe in fix weeks from its being
fowed ; the barley feed of the lands farther fouth, as of Stockholm, da
pot ripen there : thus maze or Indian corn of Virginia does not ripen
in New-England; that of New-England does not ripen in Nova
Scotia and Canada. The farther north, the more vegetable growth
IS ftunted and degenerates ; far north grow only pine, fir, and birch
wood. Farther north only bruih, fuch as heath, juniper, vicis, idxa.
cranbernes, i^c. Still farther north only a loofe mofs.

E 2 There
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There is no good whaling amongft the loofe ice -, the

whales when ftruck, dive, and it is uncertain where they

may come up to blowj but near great iflands of ice, and
fields of ice or faft ice, they muft come up by the fame
fide ; as the American or weft fhore belongs to Great-

Britain by the treaty of Utrecht, anno 1713, the winds,

being generally from the north and north-weft, it is the

leefhore and fields of ice ; therefore if a monopoly of
whaling could be allowed, by the law of nations, in

Davis's-ftraits, it muft belong to Great-Britain •, thus we
claim, but for political reafons do not profecute our claim,

to an exclufive herring -filhery at Schetland, or north

parts at Scotland ; this controverfy is well canvafted pro

and can by Selden in his Mare daufum and by Grotius, in

his Mare liberum. At prefent the king of Denmark
aflumes the fovereignty of the feas in Davis's-ftraits.

John Davis, upon the north-weft paflage difcovery,

anno 1583, made Cape Defolation about 62 D. N. Lat.

and failed to no efie6t, fo high as 66 D. 40 M. He made
another voyage anno 1586, found among the natives fome
copper. Anno 1587, he made a third voyage, and failed

fo high as 72 D. 10 M. This opening is ftill called Fre-

turn Davis, or Davis's-ftraits.

The king of Denmark, upon pretence of renewing

his claims, fitted out fome veflels for this difcovery

anno 1605, 1606, 160-/, &c. their adventures were of
no confequence. Anno 1619, John Munc failed into

the northern parts of Davis's-ftraits, and called it Mare
Chrijiianum (the name of the king of Denmark at that

time) he wintered in 63 D. 20 M. N. Lat. and called

it Munc's winter harbour ; and the country he called

New-Denmark ; few of his men furvived fo as to re-

turn home and live.

In the beginning of the laft century, Henry Hudfon,

by two adventures, having fatisfied himfelf that there was

no north-eaft paflage to China, was fent from England
to try a north-weft paflage •, as the weft northward na-

vigation had no fuccefs, he failed by the weft fouth-

ward
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ward opening, through the ftraits, called by his name,

into a bay called Hudfon's-Bay, where he perifhed by

the infidioufnefs of his villainous crew.

Sir Thomas Button (in thefe times many feafaring

commanders were knighted, to encourage difcovenes)

anno 161 1, encouraged by Prince Henry, purfued the

north-weft difcoveries, paffed through Hudfon's-ftraits

and Bay, navigated and looked into the feveral creeks

and inlets of its weftern fhore (water generally eighty fa-

thom deep) he gave it the name of New-Wales •, he, in

much mifery, wintered in 57 D. 10 M. N. lat. he called

the place Port Nelfon. This weft coaft was afterwards

called Button's-Bay.

Sir Thomas Smith's found, difcovered anno 161 6, is

in N. Lat. 78 D.'

After Davis, M. Baffin profecuted the north-north-

weftward paffage, in the north parts of Davis's-ftraits ;

there he found a great bay called Baffin's-Bay •, he did

not profecute to the bottom, or farther extent of this

bay, but defpaired of finding a northweft paffage. In

N. Lat. 78, the compafs varied p,y D. W. the greateft

known variation.

No more voyages were made from England upon that

defign until anno 1 63 1 . Capt. Thomas James, of Briftol,

made fome additional difcoveries to thole of Hudfon,

Button, and BafEn (here we anticipate a little the Hud-
fon's-Bay account) he wintered at Charleton-Ifland, near

the bottom of Hudfon's-Bay : in this iiland, he fays, in

fummer-feafon, the days are excefTive hot, and in the

nights froft : in the months of June and July, the mu-
iketoes are intolerable -, feveral kinds of flies and butter-

flies i no fifh, nor filh-bones, or fhells upon the fhore,

excepting cockle- fhells ; here were feveral kinds of

fowl, deers, foxes, bears, and fome fmall quadrupedes ;

full of fpruce, firs, and juniper. He printed his journal

(a good performance) London 1633, 4'°. He gave it as

liis opinion, that there can be no north-weft paffage.

E 3
Several
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Several others in the beginning of, the feventeenth

century, made attempts for a north-weft paftage. Weft-
Greenland and fields of ice obftrufled them ; but an in-

cicfental very confiderable benefit accrued, 'uiz. the Da-
vis's-ftraits whale-fifhery. None have profecuted the

navigation along the weft fide of Weft-Greenland into

very high latitudes, to difcover whether Weft-Green-
land and Eaft-Greenland do converge fo as to join, or if

there be a pafTage along by the north pole.

The many difappointments and difcouragements, as

alfo the inteftine broils and confufions in England, did

put a ftand to all difcoveries and other improvements.
Upon the reftoration of King Charles II, the difcovery

projecfis were again fet on foot by fome noblemen an(^

merchants : Prince Rupert was concerned : Capt. Guil-

1am, in the Nonfuch-ketch, was fitted out anno 1667 ;

he failed up Baffin's-Bay fo high as 75 D. N. Lat. and
returned to Prince Rupert's river in N. Lat. 51 D. and
laid the foundation of an advantageous fur-trade in the

Hudfon's-Eay company, eftablilhed by royal patent anno
1670, to Prince Rupert and afTociates.

Capt. Middleton, in his north-weft difcovery voyage,

anno 1 742, fays, it is impofTiblein any part of the weftern

coaft, lower than G^j D. N. Lat, called Cape Hope, weft

from London 87 D. He pretends to have infpedred

this coaft narrowly ; and if there be any palTage farther

north, it muft be impradlicable, becaufe (if at all clear)

it cannot be clear above one week in the year. His
main attempt was in Wager river N. Lat. Ge^. D. 25 M.
the entrance fix to eight miles wide, tide five or fix knots,

foundings not lefs than fixteen fathoms (many favages

came aboard, but had no trade, they fpoke of mines [J])
the farther he went up Wagei* river, the tides did rife lefs

\g\ Many of our adventurers to North and South-America (witnefs

Sir Walter Raleigh in the river Oronoke) feem to have been more in'

tent upon metals and minerals, than upon paflages to the Eaft-Indies,

Indian trade, or fettling of colonies.

(whereas
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(whereas Sir John Narborough, in his paflage through

the flraits of Magellan, the nearer he approached the

weftern flood, the tide did rife more) the water from

fait became brackifh, and gradually more frelli ; there-

for it muft proceed from fome frefh water river, and

is no fait water thorough-fare.

If there were difcovered a N. E. or N. W. palTage to

China, the difficulties in navigation would render it of

little or no ufe, other, than to amufc the curious in the

hydrography of thofe parts.

There is a river, which the French Coureur des Bois

call St. Lawrence, coming from the weftward ; it falls

into the northern parts of the upper lake, nearly 100 D,

W. from London, and the fame latitude with the bottom

of Hudfon's-Bay, and communicated with it by Water

canoe carriage , the north parts of California lie in about

130D. weft from London (according to Dr. Halley's

accurate laying of it) and in Lat. 42 D. thus the differ-

ence of longitude is only 30 D. which, at the medium
Lat. of45 D. (fourteen leagues to a degree) makes only

420 leagues ; and if California is divided from the con-

tinent by a fmus or ftrait, this will render the diftance to

that ftrait ftill fliorter, by going up this river fo far as

Water canoe carriage will allow, and then perhaps only

fome ftiort land carrying- place to fome rivulet or river

running weftward towards the feas of California or

weftern ocean, if fome ridge or chain of impradicable

mountains do not intervene. But cut bono all this puz-

zle ? only to afcertain the geography of that country ;

it can be of no ufe in navigation.

Mr. Dobbs, who blamed Capt. Middleton very much
for his bad management and unfaithfulnefs, did, anno

1745, procure an a6l of parliament, viz. Whereas a

north-weft paflage through Hudfon's-ftraits to theweftern

American ocean will be a great benefit to the trade

of Great-Britain ; there is enafted a public reward of

20,000/. fterling. to any ftiip or velTel belonging to fub-

E 4 je<9:s
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je<5ls of Great-Britain, that (hall find out any fuch

thorough-fare or paflage. Upon this encouragement the

Dobbs galley and California failed from England in

May 1 746 ; hitherto we have an account of them.

A digrejjlon concerning whaling,

THE New-England-whalers diflinguifhed ten ortwelve
different fpecies of the whale-kind ; the moft beneficial

is the black whale, whale-bone whale, or true whale, as

they call it ; in Davis's-ftraits, in N. lat. 70 D. and up-
wards they are very larger fome may yield 150 puncheons,

being 400 or 500 barrels of oil, and bone of eighteen feet

and upwards •, they are a heavy loggy fifh, and do not

fight, as the New-England whalers exprefs it •, they are

eafily flruck and faftened, but not above one third of them
are recovered ; by finking and bewildering themfelves

under the ice, two thirds of them are loft irrecoverably ;

the whale-bone whales killed upon the coaft of New-
England, Terra de Labradore, and entrance of Davis's-

ftraits, are fmaller; do yield not exceeding 120 to 130
barrels of oil, and of nine feet bone 140 lb. wt. they are

wilder more agile and do fight.

Sperma ceti whales are to be found almoft every where;

they have no bone, fo called ; fome may yield fixty or fe-

venty barrels of oil, called vicious oil, the fitteft for lamps

or a burning light. It is from this whale that we have

the parmacitty or fperma ceti (very improperly fo called)

the ancients were at a lofs whether it was an animal or

mineral fubftance •, Schroder a celebrated Pharmacopoeia

writer about the middle of the laft century, calls it Aliud

genus bituminis^ quod Sperma ceti officin<e vocant -, he de-

fcribes it Pinguedo furfiirofa prodti^a exhalatione terr^e

fulphure^e. We now find that any part of its oil, but

more abundantly the head-matter as the whalers term

it, if it ftand at reft, and in the fun, will flioot into adi-

pous flakes, refembling in fome manner the cryftaliza-

tion
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tion of falts : inftead oifperma ceti^ it ought to be called

cideps cetiy in the materia medica. This fame whale
gives the ambergris, a kind of perfume, as is mufk

:

anciently it was by the natural hiftorians defcribed as a

kind of bitumen-, hence the n^Lme amkra grifea^ Dale, a

noted author, in his pharmacologia, not long fince pub-
lifhes it as fuch ; it is now fully difcovered to be fome
produftion from this fpecies of whale •, for fome time it

v/as imagined fome peculiar concreted juice lodged in a

peculiar cyftis *, in the fame manner as is the caftoreum of
the beaver or Fiber Canadenfis, and the zibethum of the

civit-cat or hyena, in cyftis's both fides in the Ani rima.

Thus not long fince, fome of our Nantucket whalers

imagined, that in fome (very few and rare) of thefe male

or bull whales, they had found the gland or cyflis in

the loins near the fpermatic organs : late and more ac-

curate obfervations feem to declare it to be fome part of
the ordure, dung, or alvine excrement of the whale;

fquid-fifh, one of the Newfoundland baits for cod, are

fometimes in Newfoundland caft afhore in quantities, and
as they corrupt and fry in the fun they become a jelly

or fubftance of an ambergris fmell ; therefore as fquid

bills are fometimes found in the lumps of ambergris,

it may be inferred, that ambergris is fome of the excre-

ment from fquid-food, with fome fingular circumftances

or difpofitions that procure this quality, feldom concur-

ring ; thus the Nantucket whalers, for fome years laft,

have found no ambergris in their whalers. The fperma'

ceti whale has no bone or baleine in his mouth, but fine

white teeth ; they are moft plentiful upon the coaft of
Virginia and Carolina.

The fin-back, befide two fmall fide-fins, has a large fin

upon his back ; may yield fifty to fixty barrels of oilj his

bone is brittle, of little or no ufe ; he fwims fwifter, and
is very wild when flruck. The Bermudians fome years

catch twenty of thefe whales, not in floops, but in whale-

boats from the Ihore as formerly at Cape- Cod-, their

I governor
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governor of Bermudas has a perquifite of 10/. out of
each old whale.

The humpback has a bunch in the fame part of his

back, inftead of a fin : the bone is not good ; makes
j&fty to fixty barrels of oil.

The fcrag -whale has feveral of thefe bumps.
Black-fifh, i. e. grampus of fix to ten barrels of oil,

bottle-nofe of three or four barrels, may (like fheep) be
drove afhore by boats.

Liver-oil is reckoned the bed, efpecially for leather-

dreifers.

Whales are gregarious and great travellers or paf-

fengers -, in the autumn they go fouth ; in the fpring they

return northward. They copulate like neat cattle, but
the female in a fupine pofture. The true or whale-

bone whale's fwallow is not much bigger than tha,t of
an ox ; he feeds upon fmall fifli and fea-infeds that keep
in Iholes ; has only one fmall fin each fide of his head of
no great ufe to him in fwimming, but with a large ho-

rizontal tail he fculls himfelf in the water. The North
Cape (in N. Lat. 72 D. in Europe) whales, are of the

fame fmall kind as the New-England, and entrance

pf Davis's-ftraits : here we may again obferve, that the

high European latitudes are not fo cold as the fame
American latitudes [-6], becaufe 72 D. is the proper N.

[hi The cold is much more intenfe in the north parts of America,
than in the fame latitudes in the northern parts of Europe, Capt.

Middleton gives a difmal account of his wintering, anno 1742, at

Churchill river in Hudfon's-Bay N. L. 59 D. whereas the French
mathematical miffionaries at Torneo in Lapland, N. Lat. 66 D.
anno 1737, to ftation their triangles for the menfuration of a degree

of latitude there under the polar circle, in winter did traverfe the

mountain?. At Enarba, near Enera lake in N. Lat. 69 D. the coun-

try is fo populous as to have annual fairs for trade. At Wardhus,

70 D. 41; IVI. in Norway, the king of Denmark keeps a garrifon.

The Dutch wintered in Nova-Zembia N. Lat. 75. The Englilh in

Greenland N. Lar. 76 D.
High north and high fouth, the moft conftant winds are wefterly,

being eddy or reflux winds, of the eaflerly trade winds between the

tropics. In the European high latitudes, as alfo in the northern Ame-
lar.
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lat. in Davis's-ftraits for the large whales, and the Dutch
lifh for them long-fide of fields or large iflands of ice ;

they ufe long warps, not drudges as in New-England.

. Nantucket men, are the only New-England whalers

at prefent ; this year 1746, not above three or four whales

were caught in Cape Cod; the whales, as alfo the herrings,

(our herrings are not of a good quality) feem to be

drove off from thence. Laft year Nantucket brought

about 10,000 barrels to market; this year they do not

follow it fo much, becaufe of the low price of oil in

Europe ; notwithftanding, this year they fit out fix or

feven veffels for Davis's-ftraits, and fail in the end of

March ; they fometimes make Cape Frewell in fifteen

days, fometimes in not lefs than fix weeks. Upon a

peace, they defign to filh for whales in deep water, fo far

as the Weft-Indies, and Weftern-Iilands. A whale may
keep half an hour under water without blowing (breath-

ing) but is obliged to blow many times before Ihe dives

again.

Some New-England men, a few years fince, attempted

whaling in the entrance of Davis's-ftraits, but to no ad-

vantage : they generally arrived there too late, in keep-

rican high latitudes, the winds are generally from the polar regions

;

the cold denfer air, by reafon of its gravity, preffing towards the

equator, where the air is more rarified, lighter, and lefs elaftic, to

preferve an equilibrium, which is natural to all fluids : in the Eu-
ropean high north latitudes, this wind (it is frequently N. W. being a
fort of diagonal or compofitum between the foutherly direftion to-

wards the fouthern rarified air, and its wefterly reflux or eddy di-

reftion) crofles a deep large ocean, confequently warm and mellow :

in the American high north latitudes, thefe winds glide along vaft con-

tinents of fnow and ice, and confequently more and more chilled}

this, en pajfant, may be a good furmife, againft a practicable N. W.
paflage, becaufe the warm ocean and its influence muft be at a great

diftance. This way of reafoning does not hold good in the high
fouthern latitudes, where, from this doftrine, the winds ought to be S.

W. whereas they are in a manner fixed at N. W, but perhaps may
intimate, that there is no continent of land or ice to the S. W. and a
yaft ocean to theweft, northward to windward, which, by a boifterous

*

hollow fea, carries the wind along with it ; in faft, the Ihips that failed

to near 70 D. S. Lat. feldom found any floating ice.

4
'

ing
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ing too near the Labradore fhore (they kept within fifty-

leagues of the fhore, they fhould have kept 1 50 leagues
to fea) they were embayed and impeded by the fields of
ice.

Whales feems to have fome degree of fagacity. When
much difturbed, they quit their keeping ground, and the

tracts of their ufual paffages (the whale is a paflenger

from north to fouth, and back again according to the

feafons) thus, as to New-England, formerly for many fuc-

ceffive years, they fet in along fhore by Cape-Cod. There
was good whaling in boats, proper watchmen afhore by
lignals gave notice when a whale appeared -, after fome
years they left this ground, and palled farther ofi^ upon
the banks at fome diftance from the fhore •, the whalers

then ufed floops with \Vhale-boats aboard, and this fifh-

ery turned to good account. At prefent they feem in

a great meafure, to be driven off from thefe banks, and
take their courfe in deep water, that is, in the ocean;
thither upon a peace our whalers defign to follow them..

In Davis's-flraits, atthefirfl coming of the whafing fhips,

whales were plenty, but afterwards being much difturbed,

they bec'ame fcarce, and the fhips returned home, before

the inclemencies of the weather fet- in. The whaling fea-

fon in both Greenlands is in May and June; the Dutch fet

out for Davis's-flraits the beginning of March-, fometimes

they are a month in beating to weather Cape Farewell

;

they do not arrive in the fiihing ground until May. Anno
1743, perhaps a medium year, the Dutch had in Davis's-

ftraits fifty whaling fhips (at Spitzbergen, or Eaft-Green-

land, they had 137 whalers) and got feventy-fix whales

and a half.

Obfervation and experience or pradice improves every

affair; formerly the whalers (even at Spitzbergen) ufed

to tow the whales they killed into harbours to cut them
up ; at prefent they cut them up at fea and fave much
time : formerly they whaled in New-England and Ber-

mudas only with boats from the fhore (at Bermudas
they continue fo) afterwards by floops upon the adjacent

banks,
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banks, and do now proceed to catch them in deep water

:

formerly it was imagined that the true whale lived up-

on a kind of alga or fea-grafs, or upon an oozy mud,
now it is certain that they feed on fhoals of fmall fifhes

and fea-infe6i:s ; formerly our naturalifts judged the

fperma ceti and ambergris to be bitumina fui generis ;

at prefent it is obvious that the firft is only a concreted

oil or flakey adeps of a certain fpecies of whale •, the

other is an indurated part of the ordure of the fame kind

of whale when it feeds upon fquids, with other circum-

ftances of fex, feafon, ^c. and therefore but rarely found.

Some years fmce, the South-fea company fitted out

twenty four large fine whaling Ihips \ from mifmanage-

ment it turned to no account, they funk about loo,

000 /. fterling.

The Britifh parliament, to encourage whaling, did pafs

an adt, anno 1733, to continue during the whaling aft 5
George II. enading, That there fhould be paid by the

receiver-general of the cuftoms upon their return as a pre-

mium 20 i. per ton of fhipping, under the following qua-

lifications ; the fhips not to be under 200 tons, having on
board forty fifhing-lines, of120 fathom atleaft each,forty

harpoon irons, four boats with feven men to each ( in-

cluding the harponeer, fleerfman, and line manager for-

merly employed in fuch voyages) with the matter and
furgeon, in all thirty men. For Ihips exceeding 200
tons, for every one exceeding fifty tons, an addition ofone
boat, fix men, ten lines, and ten harpoon irons : muft
carry fix months provifion : and oil and bone to be
duty free.

This prolix digrefTion, as containing fome things that

are not generally attended to, may be amufement to the

curious ; and does by anticipation abbreviate the article

of fifhery, in the hiftory of New-England.

Article
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Article III.

Some account of the difcovsries andfirjifettkmentsin America

from Europe. _

\f\
'"

I
^ H E only European navigators and planters of '

X America are the Spaniih, Portugueze, Dutch,

and Englifh , the Englilli are the proper fubjedl-matter

of this hiftory, and their difcoveries (hall be related in
*

courfe; the others are the fubjed of this article of the

introdudion.

The continent of America at a medium eftimate is

about I GOO leagues (by leagues we always mean the

twentieth part of a degree on the meridians) from Europe
and Africa, upon the intervening A tlantick or northern,

and the Ethiopick or fouthern ocean, and Spaniards call

the whole Mar del Nort ; from Afia about 2500 leagues

upon the intervening South-fea, Pacific Ocean, or Mar
del Zur, which is reckoned to extend two fifths of theeaft

and well circumference of the earth.

At firfl the America navigations were via Canaries

and the Caribbee-iflands ; a more direfl navigation to

its feveral parts is now pradifed ; the ancients imagined
that within the tropics (non eji habitabilis refill) the earth

was not habitable, whereas the fine rich countries of
Mexico and Peru lie moflly within the tropics.

America may be divided into the continents of North-
America, called by the Spanifh writers America Mexi-
cana, the continent of South-America, called by the

Spaniards America Peruviana, the intermediate ifthmus

or audience of Guatimala, and Greenland north of
Davis's- flraits.

[zj Confidering that the accounts of the difcoveries and firft fettle-

ments in America from Europe, publiflied in Englifh by our hiftorians,

geographers, and atlas-makers are fo confufed and falfe, fo romantic
and imperfed; I am induced by fome friends to infert fome better

vouched and digefted Ihort account of the matter ; this, though not

inconfiftent witli our fubjedl, will render the introduftory fedlion, out
of all proportion and fymmetry, too prolix,

L Spanifh
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I. Spanijh difcovmes andfirjl fettlements.

Christopher Colon, or Columbus, a Genoefe ma-
riner or pilot, a curious man in his way, fedulous in mak-
ing coafting charts of his voyages, and naturally a pro-

jector ; he was for fome years an inhabitant of Terceras,

one of the Portugueze weftern illands, diftant from
Newfoundland not exceeding 300 leagues. He went
to the court of Portugal, propofed difcoveries upon the

weft coaft of Africa: having for fome time frequented

that coaft and the Canary-iflands [^], as he formerly did

the weftern illands ; considering the fun's diurnal motion,

the wefterly winds, in certain feafons, blowing with con-

tinuance, driving pine and other fallen wood alhore,

with fome other fymptoms, he conceived that there muft
be land to the weftward.

Anno i486, he propofed to the ftates of Genoa, to

difcover fome countries weftward, or to find a weftern

paffage to the Spice-iflands •, they deemed it an idle fancy

and took no notice of it. This feemingly whimficai

projection, had the fame fate at the court of Portugal,

and with Flenry VII of England, though a lover of all

projects to get money, and at the court of France : af-

ter fix years folicitation at the court of Spain, the Moors

[i] The Canary-iflands fo called, from many dogs found there, the

infulafortunate oi \hQ ancients, were difcovered by fome Guipufcoans
for the king of Caftile, about 1 00 years before Columbus's difcovery

of America; after being relinquifhed for many centuries by the Eu-
;
ropeans : the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, and Romans, are faid to have
planted colonies; it is certain they viliced thefeiflands, although not the

leaft veftige of their having ever been there appears. Ptolemy's canon
was wrote in Alexandria of Egypt in the fecond century, and reckons
his longitudes from Palma, one of the Canary-iflands, 26 D. N. lat.

long, from London, W. 19 D. 44 M. Louis XIII of France, by aa
edid commands all French geographers, hydrographers, and mariners,

in their journals to begin their accounts of longitude from Ferro (L'ljle

defer) the weftermoft of the Canary-iflands 20 D. weft from Paris;

accordingly Sanfon, a noted French publiftier of maps, places his firft

meridian^ at Ferro ; this is two degrees farther weft than Teneriif^

where De Wit, the Dutch map-maker, fixes his fir ft meridian.

and



64 Britiili and French Settlements Part I.

and Saracens being fully expelled (they were in pofTeflion

about 800 years) he obtained three fhips and 120 men :

he failed from St. Lucar upon the difcovery in Auguft,

1492, touched at the Canaries, and from thence in

thirty-fix days (in thofe times a tedious voyage without

fight of land) and landed Oclob. 11, on the iiland Guan-
chini, one of the Bahama or Lucayo-iflands (fo called,

becaufe he arrived there on St. Luke's feftival) he called

it St. Salvador, now Cat-ifland, in N. lat. 25 D. y6 D.
weft from London -, and from thence he failed to

Hifpaniola and Cuba-illands, and home, carrying with

him fome Indians, as a fpecimen and vouchers of his

difcoveries ; he returned by way of the Azores, and ar-

rived March 1 3 following.

Anno 1493, Sept. 25, he fet out again with his bro-

ther Bartholomew, feventeen fail and 1500 men; he

fell in with the Caribee-illands, and gave them names
at pleafure, which they generally retain to this day ; he

touched at Jamaica, and at Hifpaniola (his thirty- nine

men left there laft voyage were all killed by the Indians)

and at the Bahamas.
In his third voyage, anno 1498, he made the ifland

Trinidad near the mouth of the river Oronoke, and

coafted from thence 200 leagues to Porto-Bello, and cal-

led that part of the country Terra-Firma ; from thence

he croffed over to his firft fettlement in Hifpaniola.

His fourth and laft voyage was anno 1502 : upon his

return to Spain, for mifdemeanors he was in difgrace at

the court of Spain, while others were making further

difcoveries -, he died in Spain, anno 1506, iEt. 64. His

fon Diego (the other fon died a bachelor) fucceeded him
in the admiralty of the Indies, married the duke
d'Alva's daughter, but died without ifTue.

AmericusVefpucius, a Florentine, was with Columbus

in his firft expeditions. Anno 1502, he left the Spanilh

fervice, and was employed by Emanuel king of Portugal,

to make difcoveries in this new part of the world -, he

crofled the ecjuinodial, and made land in 5 D. S. lat. on
the
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the coaft of Guiana, now called Surinam ; he.difcovered

Brazil, and took pofleffion for the king of Portugal,

in the formalities of thofe times, and continued his

rano-e to 50 D. S. lat. The feverity ofthe winter flopped

his further progrefs; he returned home, by way of

Africa : next year he attempted the fame voyage, but

falling in with the coaft of Africa, he returned, and no-

thing further is recorded of him. The whole continent

was called by his name America. Here is a notable

inftance of the caprice of mankind, in giving this

newly difcovered continent the name America inftead of

Columbia : Americus made no fettlement ; Columbus
was not only the firft, but alfo the more general difco-

verer of this land.

In the beginning of the Spanifhfettlements there were

only two governors, both deputed by D. Diego fen of

Columbus, admiral of the Indies, viz. the governor of

Cuba, and the governor of Panama.
Velafquez the firft governor of Cuba, entirely re-

duced that iiland, anno 151 2, and luccefiively fent forces

to reduce the main land to no purpofe. Ferdinando

Cortez, a native of Spain, and well acquainted with the

American navigation, upon a private adventure, anno

15 19, fet out from Spain with eleven fhips and 550
men ; arrived in the iiland St. Croix, and from thence

weftward to the continent, where, as he was informed,

there was much gold -, he landed on the eaft fide of

Jucatan, and thence in the river Tabafco, now called

Vittoria, in the bay of Cam.pechee 17 D. N. lat. and
deftroyed fome of Montezuma's tributary Indians :

having coafted farther weft, he landed his men at La
Vera Cruz, and burnt his tranfport iliips ; not with a
defign as it is commonly imagined, by cutting oft" any
retreat for his men, to make them the more defperate,

but left any of his men -ihould draw off" and return to

Cuba, and cccafion the adventure to mifcarry. Ve-
lafquez, governor of Cuba, did frequently fend him
fuperfeding orders, which he difregarded •, and marched

Vol. I. F with



66 Britifh and French Settlements Part I.

with 400 Spanifli foot, fifteen horfe, and feven pieces of

cannon, together with fome malecontent Indians who
joined them. Na^^arez, with a confiderable force, was

fent by Velafquez to recal Cortez •, Cortez defeated him,

and drove off his party. Cortez had many fldrmiihes

with the Indians or Mexicans, with various fiiccefs :

Montezuma, the chief or emperor of the Indian tribes,

and his two fons, were found dead after one of thefe

fkirmiflies •, at length, Aug. 13, anno 1521, Mexico
and the Mexican Indians fubmit to Spain. Notwith-

ftanding Cortez, repeated refufals or difobedience to'

fuperior orders, and his cruelty to the Indians, be-

ing rich, he bought off all complaints at the court of

Spain ; he is made captain-general of New-Spain, and

continued generaliffmio until anno 1539, when he was

recalled, and in Spain died a prifoner at large, December

1545, iEt. 62; his body was tranfported to Mexico,

and buried there.

Vafco Nunez de Balboa, was the firft who croffed the

iflhmus, anno 1513; he fettled at Panama, which con-

tinued for fome time the capital of the South-Sea colo-

nies ; he was foon fuperfeded by Padrarias, one of

Cortcz's commanders •, he gave commiffions to Pizarro

and Almagra partners, private traders, for making dif-

coveries in Peru ; for want of fujEcient force, they re-

turned from their firft expedition, and differing with

Padrarias governor of Panamia, Pizarro went home to

the court of Spain, and obtained a commiffion diftindl

from that of Panama. Pizarro had a royal patent for

200 leagues along the fhore of Peru, and Almagra for

260 leagues fouth of this.

Pizarro, a healthy flout man, of mean parentage, of

ho learning, but very credulous, fet out with 150

foot, and a few horfe, to conquer Peru •, he was after-

wards reinforced by more native Spaniards under Alma-

gra-, he arrived, anno 15^^-, atCufco, the Indian capital

of Peru j inhumanly maflacred many Indians, and Ataba-

iiba



Sect. II. in North-America. 6y

liba the Indian chief, by the contrivance of Pizarro, was

infidioufly executed by the Spaniards. Three articles

were alledged againft him : i . Kilhng of his brother.

2. An idolater. 3. Difaffedion to the Spanifh. Pizarro

and Almagra, from anno 1528 to anno 1533, fubjuga-

ted Peru -, and Lima, the prefent capital, was founded.

Don Cailro, anno 1530, with 700 men from Spain,

was fent governor of Peru ; Almagra oppofed him, de-

feated, tried, and executed him. Alvaredo, governor of

Guatimala, hearing of Pizarro's acquiring great riches

in Peru, fet out for Peru with an army of 700, moftly

horfe, anno 1535 ; Pizarro bought him otf, he returned

to Guatimala, and left his troops with Pizarro.

Almagra was the firft who went upon an expedition

from Peru to ChiH anno 1535, buffoon returned, be-

ing jealous of his partner Pizarro. Anno 1549, Pizarro

fent Baldivia from Peru to conquer Chili; Baldivia,

1 54 1, built its capital St. Jago in S. Lat. 34 D. eighteen

miles from the ocean ; Valparixo is its barcadier ; he

built Baldivia in S. Lat. 40. D. calling it by his own
name, anno 1552 , he continued his conqueus to the ifland

of Chiloe in S. lat. 43 D. at prefent the moft fouthern

part of Chili or Spanifh fettlem.ents. This fettlement of

Chili laboured hard for about fifty years, having conti-

nued v/ars and confpiracies with the Indians ; Baldivia

was killed in a il^irmiili with the Indians. There was a

general revolt of the Chiloefe anno 1559.
Pizarro and Almagra differed much ; Pizarro, at

length, made Almagra prifoner, and, by a formal court

of juftice, he was put to death, and the Pizarro's feized

his government, property, and treafure. Almagra's

partizans, anno 1541, affaffinated Pizarro at Lima,
and feized his treafure. Almagra's fon affumes the

government. Blafco Nunez Vala, a new vice-roy, was

fent from Spain ; he was oppofed by the Pizarro faction,

and killed in an engagement anno 1546. Thus the

Pizarro's became mailers of all America in the South-

fea 5 and to fave Peru, the court of Spain was obliged

F 2 \Q
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to temporize, and appointed one of the Pizarro's vice-roy

of Peru ; but foon after this, Gafco, a cunning man,
with 1 600 veteran Spaniards, v/as fent over as prefident

of the royal court, with great powers : the vice-roy

Gonzailo Pizarro, had a difference with him ; Pizarro

is defeated, tried, and executed. There were feveral

other infurre6lions ; fo that until anno 1554, King
Phihp of Spain could not be faid to be in peaceable

polTefTion of Peru.

[/] For above fourfcore years after the firft Spanifh

difcoveries in America, no European nation attempted

any fettlement there.

Cortez's fhips fent to the Moluccas or fpice-iilands, by

way of the South-fea, were deftroyed by the Portugueze,

and the proje6t mifcarried.

The Spaniards had fcarce any communication with

the Philippine and Ladrones illands until anno 1542 ;

they made no great progrefs in fettling of them till anno

1564, when the vice-roy of Mexico fent a fleet to fettle

colonies, and eftabliih a trade there between Mexico,

and Japan, and China. The PhiUppines have no trade

with Europe : the Ladrones are a place of refrefhment

between Mexico and the Philippines. It is faid, that

anno 1732, the court of Spain had formed a project to

fend an Eaft-India company to the Philippine Illands, by

way of the Cape of Good-Hope, it came to nothing.

The coaft of New-Spain (properly Mexico only is call-

ed New-Spain, as that part of the Britifh fettlements in

America, between the provinces of New-York and Nova
. Scotia, only is called New-England) or Spanifh Ame-
rica, may, in a few words, be defcribed thus : The gar-

rifon of St. Auguftine in the gulph of Florida N. Lat.

29 D. here is no fettlement. The fmall fettlement of

[/] I here annex fome mifcellaneous loofe hints concerning the

country and affairs of the Spanifh Weft- Indies.

In the confiderable fea-ports where the latitudes, longitudes, and

the temporary variation of the compafs or magnetic needle are well

?.fcertained, I mention them, and adduce my vouchers.

Penfacola
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Penfacoia in the bay of Appalachie, of the bay of

Mexico, about 1 20 leagues due weft from Auguftine, and

only fifteen leagues eaft from I'lfle Dauphine, a French

fort and fettlement, confequently in a bad neighbourhood.

After an interruption of a French fea-line (Louifiana or

MiffifTippi country) upon the north fhore of the gulph
of Mexico of about 180 leagues, from Penfacoia to St,

Bernard or St. Louis-Bay ; the coaft of New-Spain be-

gins again, and extends to the river Oronoke, in about

9 D. N. Lat. after another interruption of a fea line

fettled by the Dutch, called Surinam, and the following

fmall French fettlement of Cayenne, and the fine, rich,

large Portugueze fettlement of Brazil, to the river of
Plate : the Spaniards have not fettled much upon the

ocean, but run up this river, and communicate v/ith

Peru and ChiH. From the river of Plate in S. Lat. •^s.

on the eaft ocean to Cape-Horn, and from Cape-Horn
along the Ihore of the weft oceaii or South-fea, to

Chiloe in S. Lat. 43 D. the coaft is a dekrt. From the

river of Plate to Cape-Horn, the navigation is good,

the foundings are very regular, being fixty to eighty fa»-

thom, at thirty to forty leagues from the land. From the

ifland of Chiloe, in S. Lat. 43 D, to Cape St. Lucar of
California, in N. Lat. 24 D. is the South-fea Spanifti

coaft of Chili, Peru, the Ifthmus, and Mexico.
Many of the Spanifti fettlements or provinces are fo

feparated by mountains and deferts, they cannot be af-

fifting to one another. The Spaniards have not fettled

exceeding 200 leagues north from the city of Mexico.
In the country of Mexico is fcarce any gold , their filver

mines are not fo rich, but are eafier wrought than thofe

of Peru. The quick filver, for refining, comes from
Old-Spain, and is a confiderable article in the King of
Spain's revenue. Peru produces quickfilver fufHcient

for itfelf j in Chili filver is fcarcer than gold.

From Mexico to Lima, in Peru, the country is full of
rocky mountains, fcarce or very ill inhabited : north of
Mexico and fouth of Peru are good countries. Upon

F 3 the
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the coaft of Peru and Chili, from j D. N. Lat. to 38 D,
S, Lat. rhe v/inds are generally foutherly, and extend

140 to 150 leagues weft from the fliore. Chili reaches

from the iiland Chiloe 4.3 D. to 25 D. S. Lat. Peru from
thence to the equinoctial. Chili and Peru are narrow

ftrips of land upon the South-fea ; from the Andes a

,
chain of mountains running north and fouth, not ex-

ceeding twenty or thirty leagues from this fhore. Peru
may be divided into the fea-coaft, the high lands, and

this ridge of mountains, where all the cloudy vapours

feem to condenfe and fettle into rain ; there it rains al-

moft incelTantly, but upon the fea- coaft fcarce any rain.

Li the Weft-India iflands the fliores are generally

either fandy bays or mangrave trees. In the Weft^

Indies, bt tween the tropics, they have tides or recipro-

cations of air or winds, as well as of leas, but not from

the fame cauf: ; the firft arifes from the viciffitudes of

day and night, that is from the fhore or land being

heated and cooled alternately ; the other is from the

influence of the moon

.

In South-America is the long-eft chain of mountains

upon eardi, called the Andes or Cordilleras, extending

from 10 D, N. Lat. to above 50 D. S. Lat. near the

llraits of Magellan, not many leagues from the jGhiore of

the weft' or fouth fea.

In all Nev/-Spain there are but four great rivers, and

they ail fall into the eaft-fea, viz. i. Rio Grande, or de

Ja Madalane, venting into the bay of Mexico near Car-

thagena ; upon this river, up the country ftands St. Fe,

the capital of the audience of Terra- firma. 2. River

of Oronoke, which diicharges into the Eaft-fea, as do

the following : 3. River of Amazons. And 4. Rio de

la Plata ; near its head ftands the city of La Plata, the

capital of the audience of Los Charcas ; a branch of it

called Paragua, comes from the northward, and feems

naturally to be the weftern boundary of Brazil. From
the Andes there run a few rivers into the South-fea of

fhort courfe, fmall, and very rapid.

I In
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In all the Spanifh fetdements I find only two great

lakes mentioned (in the northern parts of North-Ame-

rica we have many, efpecialiy the five great Jakes or

feas in Canada.) i. The city of Mexico {lands between

two communicating (therefore called the lake of Mexico)

divided by a caufeway leading to the city, built in this

fituation for its better fecurity -, the upper lake is frefh,

the other fait [ml ; they receive runs of water, but

have no vent. 2. Titiacoin Peru, S. lat. 17 D. of about

eighty leagues circumference ; it communicates with a

lefler lake, Paria, about fifty leagues farther fouth ; it

is fait, receives rivulets, but has no vent.

The vice-roys, prefidents, governors, and all other

principal royal officers, are natives of Old-Spain ; as are

alfo their arch-bilhops and bilhops.

The church-jurifdiclion confilb of five arch-bifhops,

Mexico, St. Domingo, Sl Fe, Lima, and La Plata ;

and about thirty bilhops.

The civil-jurifdidionconfifts of the vice-roy of Mexico
comprehending the [;-/] audiences of Mexico, Guada-
lagara and Guatimala ; the vice-roy of Peru compre-

hending the audiences of Qiiito, Lima, and Los Charcas

;

and the independant audiences of St, Domingo (for all

the illands) St. Fe, Panama, and Chili. I obferve that

the orders from the court of Spain, anno 1728, for a fuf-

penfion of arms to the feveral independant commanders
in New-Spain, are direfted to the vice-roy of Mexico,

to the vice-roy of Peru, to the captain-general of the

[m] From the gradual increafe of the fait impregnation of this lake,

that of Titiaco in Peru, the Mediterranean fea, and others in Eu-
rope, in a fucceffion of many ages, Dr. Halley propofed to find out

the age or ftanding of our earth : this, with his two fets of magnetic
poles to account for the variations of the compafs, are the only whims
(though pleafantly amufing) that perhaps this man of great genius and
induftry, ever publifhed.

[»] Audiences are fupreme royal jurifdidiions and courts, to which
the provincial and other courts may appeal ; but from thefe au-

diences there lies no appeal but to the council of th& Indies in Old-
Spain.

F 4 'province
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province and city of Carthagena, to the governor and
captain-general of the province of Terra-Firma, to the

prefident of Panama, to the governor of Buenos-Ayres,

and to the commander of the galeons.

Their moft confiderable towns and fea -ports are

Mexico, the metropolis, in about 20 D. N. lat. inland,

no water-carriage near it ; its barcadier for the Philip-

pines is Aquapulco upon the South-Sea 16 D. 40 M.
N. lat. diftance ninety leagues ; farther north of Aqua-
pulco are no places of note, and for 140 leagues fouthof

Aquapulco is a mere defert. Its barcadier for Europe is

La vera Cruz ; the mart or fair for goods from Eu-
rope by the flota, flotilla, azogues, and the Britifh an-

nual fhip, is at Japala thirty leagues inland. Mexico
flands upon m.ore ground, but is not fo populous as

Briilol in England ; is built with a rough hard (tone (no

freeilone) ; an open town. La Vera Cruz, by the obfer-

vations of Mr. Harris, who refided there, anno 1727,
and as adjufted by Dr. Halley, is in N. lat. 19 D. 12

M. W. from London, 97 D. 30 M. variation at that

time 2 D. 1 5 M. eafteriy.

Carthagena is the fecond good town belonging to

the Spaniards upon the eaft fide of America : from

the fame immerfions and emerfions of Jupiter's firft fa-

telllL-e, obferved at Carthagena, anno 1722, by Don Har-
rare principal engineer, and by M. Pound and Bradley

at Wanftead (twenty-eight horary minutes eaft from
London) Carthagena is "W. from London 75 D. 30 m.
longitude. Carthagena was taken by Sir Francis Drake,

anno 1585 j he brought away in money, cannon, and

other effedb, the value of 60,000/. fterling ; the ficknefs

amongft his men obliged him to return, fooner than he

defigned, by the guiph of Florida, and a beginning fettle-

ment in Virginia : Fonti, with a large fquadron, a pri-

vate adventure, anno 1699, reduced it and brought off

the value of eight millions of livres : admiral Vernon,

with a very large fea and land force of Great-Britain,

and
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and of Britifh North-America, came off re infe5la, anno

1742.
Buenos Ayres is from London W. 3 H. 52 M. or

W. Long, 58 D. by Pere Feuille's oblervation of the

occultation of a fixed ftar by the moon, anno 1708, and

as computed by Dr. Halley for London. From the en-

trance of the river of Plate on the eafl ocean, to St. Jago
the capital of Chili on the weft ocean, nearly in the

fame latitude of 34 D. fouth, the width of South-

America is 1 8 D. in longitude, or 300 leagues only.

All the trade from Old-Spain to New Spain does not

employ exceeding fifty fhips (a fmall nurfery for navi-

gation). The Spaniards have generally a fquadron of

king's fhips at Carthagena, a fmall fquadron at Callao,

the barcadier of Lima •, a ihip or two at La Vera Cruz,
called the Barleventa armada, being generally one fifty

gun fhip and one fnow ; they fet out from La Vera
Cruz of Mexico, in December, with money to pay the

judges, clergy, and troops in the Havana, St. Domingo,
Porto-Rico, and Comaaas ; a private fhip is hired to

carry the pay to St. Auguftine. The Ihips at the Ha-
vana are only occafional : the arm.ada does not touch

at Carthagena, it being the barcadier of St. Fe, the ca-

pital of Terra Firma, which produces much gold.

There is yearly a licence from 4000 or 5000 ton of
dry goods to be ihipped for New-Spain from Cadiz, an-

nually, but alternately by the Flota for La Vera Cruz,
and by the Galeons for Carthagena, the barcadier of St.

Fe or Terra Firma, and for Porto-Bello the barcadier for

Panama and Peru. The induko or duty to the king

upon fhipped and regiftered gold, filver, cochineal, Sc. is

from feven to fourteen per cent. The azogues or kings [0}

[0] The azogues cuick-filver is only for refining the Mexico filver.

Peru produces native cinnabar, the ore of quick-filver ; the quick-iilver

mines of Peru were difcovered anno ; 567.
Virgin filver is fpungy and brittle, being fo called from its having

no mixture of alloy or impregnation, but in the ftate in which the

c[uick-filver left it. Other metals with the denomination virgin (gold,

quick-
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quickfilver lliips have licences for fome dry goods. The
galeons from Porto-Bello may, at a medium, bring home
twenty-five milHons pieces of eight, the flota from La
Vera Cruz about fixteen milUons, befides what is fliipped

off in the regifter fhips. N. B. The council of ftate in

Holland, anno 1708, made a report that Spain brought
from the Weil-Indies, during the courfe of the laft cen^

tury, about tv/ency milHons dollars p^r annum.

The regifter fhips are all upon the fame footing;

we Ihall only inftance from the Canaries, they are allow-

ed four or five regifter fhips of about 150 tons each, viz.

two to Havana, one to Caraccas, one to Campeche, one

to St. Jago de Cuba ; to carry no dry goods, only wines

and brandies ; may bring home fiiver, and coarfe goods,

'uiz. fugar, hides, fnuff, ^c. but no cochineal, indigo,

i^c. are generally twelve months upon the voyage.

A digreffwn. A Jloort hijiory of the South-Sea company

affairs,

THIS was projefled by Harley Earl of Oxford, and

prime minifter at that time, to induce the creditors of

the government to be eafy, and to incorporate their

debts into a joint-ftock, with profpeft of great profit

:

but as they are not properly a Britifh fettlement in

America, I am obliged to annex this to the introdudlory

article of Spanifh fettlem.ents.

9. Ann^. A parcel of the public debts and defici-

encies were incorporated by the name of the South- Sea

company, being in all 10,000,000/. fterling, with an

annuity of fix per cent. The company to remain for

ever, though the funds appropriated to them fhould be

redeemed •, their limits are, on the eaft fide of America,

from the river Oronoke to Cape-Horn (Surinam and

Brazil not included) and from thence on the weft coaft

copper) fignify grains or lumps of natural metal, requiring little or no

refining.

of
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of America, to the northern moil part of America (all

other traders, within thefe bounds, to forfeit veflel and

cargo) to go and return by the fouth capes of America,

and never to fail above 300 leagues weft of the Ame-
rican continent. N. B. This feems to interfere with the

limits of the Eaft-India company's exclufive navigation,

which, by charter, is to the weft entrance of Magellan's-

fcraits.

I find from the public reports, that the balance,

or neat profit of the South-fea trade for ten years pre-

ceding, anno 1734, amounted only to 32,260/. flerling.

The South-fea company was only a cant name. Their

whole trade and bufinefs was only the affiento for 4800
negroes per annum, and an annual fhip of dry goods

of 500 tons, whereof the king of Spain had one quar-

ter of the profits, and the crown of England another

quarter.

The Spaniards have no Guinea trade of their own,
and but little navigation from Old-Spain to New or

America Spain ; they have been obliged, from time to

tim.e, to contradt with fome European maritime power
for a fupply of negro (laves : in King James the fecond's

and king William's reigns, they contra6led with Don
ISTicolas Porcio, a Spaniard -, his agentDon Caftillo refided

in Jamaica, and was knighted by king WiUiam, Sir

James Caftillo. The Portugueze loft by their contraft

;

and, by the treaty of Baden, Spain was to pay to Por-

tugal 600,000 crowns, for money due on the affiento

contra6t and otherways. After the Portugueze, the

French had the contrail, but never furniftied the num-
bers ftipulated. Their place of refreftiment was on the

N. W. fide of Hifpaniola, or St. Dominque, as the French
call it, which gave them a further footing upon that

ifland : the time of their contract being expired, the

Britifti South-Sea company had the contrad upon the

follov/ing terms :

The contract was for thirty years from May i, 1713,
and upon the expiration thereof three years more allow-

ed
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ed to fettle their affairs ; the South-Sea company, or afli-

entiils, to furnifh annually 4800 merchantable negro

flaves of both icxtz^ P^yi^^g to the king of Spain thirty-

three and a third pieces of eight per flave in lieu of all

duties upon 4000 of that number j may import, if they

pleafe, more than the flipulated number, the overplus

paying only half that duty ; may carry 1 200 of thefe

flaves yearly in four fhips to the river of Plata, for the

ufe of that country, and of the country of Chili ; may
be brought into any port of New-Spain where are Spa-

nifh royal officers ; may be fold for any price, except-

ing upon the windward , coaft, viz. at Comana, Mara-
caibo, and San6la Martha, where the price fhall not

exceed 300 pieces of eight; may tranfport the flaves

coaft-ways from Panama, along the fliore of the South-

fea, in fhips of about 400 tons ; they are allowed not

exceeding fix Britifli in one factory -, may have in each

fadtory a Judge confervacor, a Spaniard of their own
chufing ; the afliento fliips not to be detained or em-
bargoed upon any account -, may make their returns in

the company's fliips, flota or galeons, dutyfree; may
fearch and ieize any veflels trading with flaves upon
the coaft ; they are not to trade in any other merchan-

dize ; the crown of Great-Britain, and the crown of

Spain, to be concerned each one quarter in the trade,

and to fettle accounts once in five years. In cafe of a

war the afiiento fliall be fufpended, and eighteen

months allowed to carry oft the effeds. Confidering

the lofTes which former afTientifts have fuftained, and to

prevent any other kind of trade, the king of Spain,

during the continuance of this contrad:, allows a fhip

of 500 tons yearly with 'dry goods, one quarter of the

clear profit to the king of Spain, and 5 per cent, duty

upon the other three quarters ; they are not to fell their

goods, but in the times of the fairs upon the arrival of

the flota or galeons ; the queen or crown of Great-

Britain was alfo to have one quarter of the neat gain,

but this was afterwards given up to the company.

4 The
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The South-Sea company affiento agents were fettled

for feme time at Barbadoes for the Caraccas and Ma-
racaibo bufinefs, and at Jamaica for the reft of that

trade. Jamaica lies the moft convenient for carrying on

this affair.

The South-Sea company have tried three methods

of carrying on their negro bufinefs, viz. by their own
Ihips, by contrad and by chance purchafe from pri-

vate traders J this laft was the cheapeft: anno 1721,

they contrafted with the African company for a fupply

of 3600 negroes, two thirds males, fix fevenths to be

from 16 to 30 iEt. the other feventh to confift of equal

numbers of boys and girls, none under 10 ^t. the

contraded price was 22/. 10^. fterling per piece for

Gold-coaft, Jackin, and Whidaw negroes; 18/. 10s.

fterling for Angola flaves. For fome years they farmed

out fome of their affiento faftories.

The South-Sea company's effefts in New-Spain have

been twice feized ; anno 1718, upon our deft-roying the

Spanilh armada near Sicily; and anno 1727, when Gi-

braltar was befieged ; I fhall not in this place mention

the feizures in the beginning of this prefent war. Mr.

Keene, for feveral years, had from the company 1 500 /.

fterling ^^r annum^ as their agent at the court of Spain.

The court of Spain made a demand of 60,000/. fterling,

arifing moftly from a different way of reckoning the

dollars payable as duty ; the Soudi-Sea company reckon

at 42 d. fterling per dollar, the court of Spain reckon

at 52 d, fterling per dollar -, the reft was the King

of Spain's, quarter of the neat gains of the annual

Ihip the Royal Carolina. On the other fide, the South-

Sea company alledge the frequent feizure of their

effedts ; the refufals of licences or fchedulas at times,

as damages to be taken to account being one and a half

million dollars damages fuftained ; this affair is not as yet

determined ; it is faid that the majority of the South-

Sea dire6tors, at the defire of the miniftry of that time,

has agreed to pay the 68,000/. fterling, . upon a pro-

longation
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longation of the term of their trade, and a fpeedy reim-

burfement of the one and half million damages.

The next part in the South-Sea company hiftory, is!

a difmal, and for many ages not be forgotten tranf-

a6lion, a bubble, an epidemical, malignant, and mortal

diftemper of bodies politic •, it came by way of France,

where it was called MifTiffippi, with us it was called South-

Sea j laying alide allegory, it is a notorius inftance of

the bad conftitution of paper effefts, I mean paper

common currency and transfers •, and as it has fonie

affinity with our plantations paper currency, I hope it

may be of political ufe, with the cotemporary MifTiffip-

pi [pi and French bank hiftory annexed by v/ay of an-

[p] This note naturally fhould belong to the tranfient account to be
given of the French colonies; but as it ferves to illuftrate oar South-

Sea bubble, a fatal imitation of Mr. Law's projedl, we have pre-

vioufly introduced it here ; and the annexed account of the fate of the

Royal Bank of France, which (linked to the Miffiffippi bubble) pro-

jedled paper-currency for France, may be a proper warning or beacon

to our America paper-money colonies.

Never was fuch a barefaced iniquitous fcheme endeavoured to be
put in execution; their confidence was in the legiflacive power, which
they imagined could do any thing, though inconfi'ilent with natural

juftice. The fubjedt of this annotation, will remain a curious incident

in hiftory. That a private perfon, Mr. Law, projedtor of the Mif-

fiffippi company bubble (this name appeared too chimerical ; it after-

wards aflumed, and ftill retains the name of the French India Com-
pany) Ihould fo infatuate, impofe upon, or bubble, in a moft public

manner, the politer part of mankind ; future ages will be aftonifhed,

fcarce credit, but admire. He rofe the ftock of a chimerical company
from fixty to {eventy per cent, difcount (their firit ftock or fubfcription

was fixty millions of livres in ftate bills, or national debts fettled at

lixty or feventy per cent, difcount) to nineteen hundred per cent.

advance.

By adding to this fixty million fubfcription in ftate bills forty mil-

lions more money- fubfcription, their ftock became one hundred mil-

lions ; and by the king's afligning to them the farm upon tobacco,

which then was farmed at four millions, with the farmer's profit com-

puted to three millions more, made feven per cent, to the proprietors

:

this gave them a great credit, and their ftock rofe much above par

:

next, the Eaft-India and China company was incorporated with it

anno 171 8, and adlions rofe to 200 for 100 original. By feven fuc-

ceffive fubfcriptions of fixty, forty, twenty-five, twenty-five, fifty, fifty,

notations

;
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notations •, it does alfo by anticipation take off fome
paragraph, which mud have been premifed in the

fifty miHions, it became in all 300,000,000 livres principal or original

ftock. Their fund or government annuity, upon which they were to

divide, was given out by Mr. Law to be as follows:

The farm, and its neat profits of tobacco 7 millions

Profits in the India trade 12

Out of the crown's general revenue 45
Out of the five great farms of impofts 30
Profits (imaginary) in time from Miffifllppi 7
Fifliery, fole traffic of bullion, &c. 2 j

Coinage 5

131 millions

is better than forty-three per cenf. on the original ftock.

In September, 1719, the fubfcriptions (as above) taken in for in-

creafing their ftock were at ten for one, and thofe fubfcriptions were
negociated at cent per cent, that is, one principal fold for twenty ; the

fubfcriptions were to be made good by partial payments : but as many
or the fubfcribers could not make their fubfeqaent parts of payments,
without felling out their former ftock ; old atlions fell to 760 for

ICO (notwithftanding this precedent warning, our South-Sea bubble
fplit upon the very fame rock) but by enlarging the times for the

fubfcription payments, and the intereft of their loans to the crown be-
ing augmented, ftock rofe again to 1200 or 1300, their privileges be-
ing continued to anno t 770.
The money, which the company gained by the advanced prices

upon the feveral additions, from time to time, made to their (lock,

was lent to the king at a certain intereft ; with this money the king
paid off, or reduced, the ftate debts, or annuities in the town-houfe of
Paris, from four to three per cent, intereft ; which was a faving of about
twelve millions per annvjn to the king.

In January N. S. 1720, the king had granted to the Miffifiippi, alias

India company, the management and adminiftration of the royal bank.
About the fame time the king fold to the company his ftock, confift-

ing of ICO millions of livres original, for goo millions livres in partial

payments. Thus the king fold all his ftock at once by contraft for

money : thus the diredlors, and other great men, who were in the fe-

cret, fold out their own South-Sea ftock when the affair was tending

towards a crifis.

This MiffiiTippi-bubble began to collapfe in the end of May, 1720,
and Mr. Law became a Profugus : to keep up the affair fo far and fo

long as it could be, the company not being able to comply with the

payment of the 900 million livres in money, the king accepts again

of his (GO millions livres in original aftions (an original ftiare or action

was 1000 livres j) and upon the king and company's annihilating

article
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article of plantation paper currencies. Perhaps it may
be fome amufement to the curious ; hitherto it has not

fomefof their anions, they were reduced to 200 millions of anions; the
old adlions were called in, and a new tenor of adions given for the
fame, and it was refolved, that for three years next following, the
dividend per annum, fhould be 200 livres per aftion, which is twenty
fer cent, and a royal fociety is eredled to infure this at three per cent,

premium. As there remained a number of adlions, the property and
in poffeffion of the company, all perfons who formerly fold out,
were ordered to buy in again, at the rate of i 3,500 Jivres per aftions,
in bank bills to be burnt. Notwithilanding all thefe labouring ex-
pedients, the people's pannic could not be flopped, and the company
fell into a languilhing ftate ; it is not to our purpofe to profecute this

affair any further.

This fpring 174.7, the French-India company's adlions are at

1045.
That a paper currency, with any profit or duration, can never fu-

perfede a gold and filver currency, will appear by the following fhort
hiftory of the Royal Bank of France.

Mr. Law, in aid of theMifTilTippi-bubble, projefted the Royal Bank
in the following gradations : r . All olHcers of the revenue were to re-
ceive bank bills or notes. 2. By the king's edid, anno 1719, bank
notes were fixed at five per cent, better than gold or filver coin ; bank
bills, in the beginning of fummer anno 1719, were increafed to 400
millions of livres (a livre is in value above 1 1 / flerling) in the end of
fammer the French court gave out (thus do fome of the legiflatures in

our paper-money colonies) that this fum was not fufficient for a cir-

culation, and I 20 millions more were made. In Odober, i 20 millions

more, and foon after 360 millions more; being in all 1000 millions of
livres, which is about forty-fix millions pounds fterling, which is more
than all the banks in Europe put together do circulate. 3. Next
fpring in March, N. S. anno 17 20, by an ediiEt, gold and filver was
gradually to be lowered, and after fome months forbid to have any
currency, with the penalties of counterband goods, if found in any
perfon's pofTeffion ; Bank notes and MiflifTippi transfers to be the only
currency ; the importation of gold and filver fpecies is forbid ; even
the payment of foreign bills of exchange, though fpecified, mull be
made in Bank notes. 4. As the court of France had been for many
years in the pradlice of altering the current coin, for the profit of their

king, Mr. Law proceeded to make a like experiment upon their paper-
currency. By an Edift of May 2 i, 1720, Bank notes were to be re-

duced gradually (the MifTiffi-pi, or India company's aftions, were at

the fame time, and in the fame manner, reduced from 10,000 livres,

their ftated price, to ;ooo livres) fo that afer fome months, n). g.
1000 livres Bank notes was to pafs for only ^oo livres. This occa-
fioned fuch an univerfal murmuring, that Mr. Law was obliged to fave

by
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by any writer been fet in a ftrong, full, and compared
light. -:

Mr. John Law, born at. Edinburgh in Scotland, began

bis plan of the MiffiiTippi bubble in France, anno 171 7,

of which he was afterwards conflituted principal direc-

tor, and at length comptroller-general of the finances of

France. He was the moft noted man in Europe for a

gamefter and bubbler; he was perfuaded that paper

effefts, or paper currency, and transfers, admitted of the

greateft latitude for public cheat. In our American
colonies, after having reduced the denomination of five

fhillings fterling to a heavy piece of eight, and from this

having reduced it to light pieces of eight fo far as the

cheat could go ; they fell into a paper-currency, whofe in-

trinfic value being nothing, its imaginary value admit-

ted of any reduction : at prefent in New-England, by
this contrivance and management, a perfon who pays an

old debt, of book, note, or bond, in the prefent paper
currency

; pays only one in ten or two fhillings in the

pound.

Impregnated by the proje6lion of Mr. Law (excufe

the metaphor) a national bubble began to, be hatched in

England ; at length, the end of January, anno 17S9-20,

the Bank and South-Sea Company bid handfomely (thac

is apparently) great fums for the benefit of the public,

upon one another, to have all the other public debts

ingrafted into their flocks ; the South Sea Com.pany

himfelf from the rage of the populace, by leaving the kingdom, and
thereby confeffing himfelf a moft egregions cheat. To appeafe

•the people, who fufpefled frauds in the India Company and Bank, the

court appointed {ham commiffaries to infpedl their bobks ; they footi

made a favourable report, and that they found in the India company
a fund for above 300 millions livres original ftock ; the nation were
not fatisfied, it ftill rectiained in a ferment or fret ; Mr. Law was
obliged to abfcond May zg, and refign his great office of comprroller-

general of the finances j and the feals were taken from M. d' Argenfon

his accomplice, May 31 ; the edifl of laft March for gradually abo-

lifhing a gold and filver currency was revoked ; and by Oilober fol-

lowing, Bank notes had no longer a currency ; nothing was taken in

payment but gold and filver fpecies.

Vol. L ' G carried
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carried it by bribing fome of the legiflature, and fome in

the adminiftration, by taking up great quantities of flore

for their ufe. Mr. Walpole, doubtlefs, had a feeling,

but fecret and cautious, concern in this affair of corrup-

tion ; and as the South-fea bubWe came near its crifis, he

Ikreened, himfelf by being made pay-mafber general of

the land-forces •, the Earl of Sunderland, May 27, 1720,
being made firft commiffioner of the treafury in his

room. Mr. Walpole did not re-enter himfelf, as firft

Commiffioner ofthe treafury, until April, 1721,* the ftorm

being over ; and we may obferve, that next month the

parliament allowed the South-Sea Company dire6lors

large fiims out of their forfeited eftates, the parliament

being then under the direftion of Mr. Walpole ; and

towards the end of the fame year, by the direction of

our prime minifter, admiral Norris landed Mr. L^w, a

fugitive from France, in England ; (Mr. Law, at that

time, was in caili, the proper bait for corruption) he

introduced himfelf by buying off the appeal of the

relations, and producing at the bar of the King's-bench,

the king's pardon for the murder of Edward Wilfon,

Efq. (Beau Wilfon) anno 1694: he was difcharged:

but his arrival in England being canvaiTed in parlia-

ment, and his infamous bubble in France being much
clamoured againft by the populace (Mr. Walpole, a con-

fummate politician, by experience, at times found that

the vo:)i populi was the fuprema lex -, witnefs the excife

projedlion upon wines and tobacco) his addrefs, his

money, the countenance of the court, availed nothing ;

.he went off, and died obfcurely in Germany; may this

be the exit of all notorious cunning leading impoftors in

any human fociety or government.

The South-Sea propofals were accepted by the houfe

of Commons Feb. i, 1719-20, and had the royal aflent

April 4, following. They were allowed to ingraft the

irredeemable long and fhort annuities, and the redeem-

ables of five and of four per cent, per annum intereft (the

bank and Eail India company annuities, or ftock, not

included)
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included) to the value of 30,954,000/. fterling by pur-

chafe or by fubfcription : the annual payments from

the government upon thefe ingrafted public debts, to be

continued as at prefent, until anno 1727, Midfummer,
and from thence the whole to be reduced to an annuity

of four fer cent \ the South-Sea engage to circulate one

million exchequer bills gratis^ and to pay feven millions

pounds fterling to the government for this liberty and

benefit <^ ingrafting fo much of the public debts -, the

increafed capital ftock to be divided amongft all the

proprietors. In the progrefs of the year 1 7 1
9, the South-

Sea company by ad: of parHament, for a certain fum
to the public, had ingrafted a great part of the lottery

anno 1 7 1 o, by which, and by this great ingraftment,

added to their original ftock of 10,000,000/. fterling

their capital became 37,802,483 /. fterling (about

4,361,930/. fterling of the principal v/hich they were

allowed to take in, by purchafe or fubfcription could not

be obtained, and remained as before) a vaft and impoli-

tic capital.

Next Day Feb. 2, after the bill pafled the Commons,
South-fea ftock rofe to 150, in May it was fold at

'2,']S->

all July (the transfer books being ftiut) it fold at 930
to 1000. In Auguft the South-fea bubble began to lofe

its credit -, and the dire6tors, to keep up the cheat, pub-
lifhed, that thirty -per cent, cafh, fhould be the half year's

dividend at Chriftmas next, and not lefs than fifty ^^r

cent, per annum for the next following twelve years.

Auguft 17, ftock was at 830, Sept. 8, at 550, Sept. 29,
at 150 ; at Michaelmas, South-fea bonds were at twenty-

five per cent, difcount.

At this time all the ftocks (bank ftock in July rofe

to 245, but it foon fell again to its intrinfic value 130)
and many fchemes were made bubbles •, the capitals pro-

pofed by the feveral projedlors and bubblers did not

amount to lefs than 300 millions fterling. Moft people

neglefted their other bufmefs, and attended fome favourite

Bubble, and John Blunt of London, the arch-bubbler,

G 2 was
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was ereded a baronet, a fcandal to that honourable order

of knighthood.

This grand national cheat, became a parliamentary-

enquiry. In the report of the fecret committee, forty

members of the houle of Commons were charged with
having flock taken up for them in brokers names ; it

was found that the directors bought flock for the com-
pany at very high rates, while they were clandeflinely

felling put their own j that the direftors had lent out
by collufion, about eleven millions of the company's
money, with none or not fufficient fecurity. In the

houfe of Lords, the whole of it was called a villajnous

artifice j and it was refoived in parliament, that the

diredlors fo far as their eflates v/ould reach, Ihould make
good the lolTes the company had fullained by their frau-

dulent management ; the eflates of the direftors, deputy
cafhier, and accountant amounted to 2,014,123 /. flerling

properly forfeited, but by management a great part

of it was remitted to them. The reliefs allowed by par-

liament are too Ipng to be related here ; to the company
was forgiven the feven millions which they contra6led

to pay to the government, upon condition of two
millions of their capital being annihilated, but this was
foon after reflored to them. Anno 1722, the better to

difengage themfelves from incumbrances, they fold to

the bank 200,000 of their annuity, which is four millions

principal.

Several government debts were by the Earl of Oxford,
incorporated intoone joint-flock of annuities, and were
called. The corporation of the governor and company
of merchants in Great-Britain trading to the South-

fea and other parts of America, and for encouraging the

fifhery. As Mr. Law borrowed his fliam name of MifTi-

fippi Company, from our cant name of South-Sea Com-
pany ; fo we copied our South- Sea bubble from his

Miffiffippi bubble.

After a further ingraftment of all the public debts

(the Eaft-India and bank government debts remained

4 diflindt
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diflind as formerly) that could be obtained, and the

South -fea bubble being fettled, 1723 June 24, their whole

capital was found to be 33,802,483 /. (widiout including

the 4000,000 /. of their ftock which they had affigned

to the bank) the parhament converted 16,901,241 /. one

moiety of it into South- Sea annuities, the other half to

remain a joint-ftock in trade.

Anno 1733, this moiety of joint- flock in trade, by
fundry government payments made from the finking

fund [^], became 14,651,103/. at Midfummer, three

[q] The finking fund was a projeiSlion of Mr. Walpole's, a con-

furamate politician, efpecially in the affair of finances ; it arifes from
public favings (the funds continuing the fame) by reducing the interell

of the public debts firft to Rvcper cent, anno 17' 7, afterwards to four

percent, and fome (Eaft-India company) to three per cent. This was
not iniquitous, but natural juftice ; common interell had been reduced,

by aft of parliament, to Hve per cent, ever fince anno i 714. It was left

to the option of the creditors of the government either to be paid off,

or to accept of a lower intereft ; they accepted of a lower intereft

:

none of the companies or incorporated flocks choofe to be'paid off, but

make interefl: that the finking fund may not be applied to them : all

the national debt (navy debt, army debentures, and the like excepted)

confifts in the flocks ; thefe are as transferrable as is common cafti, and
therefore may be called cafli in cheft bearing intereft. 2. When paid

off, they lofe the advance which the part paid would fell at, e. g. the

Eaft India company would lofe about feventy, the Bank about forty

per cent, on any part off.

Theannualproduce of thefinkingfundis upwards of 1,200,000/. and
to this time, anno 1747, may amount to upwards of thirty three millions

of pounds, whereof about twelve millions has been applied to redeem
fo much of the public debts, and the remaining twenty-two millions

has prevented our running twenty-two millions more in debt; it is a

help at hand againft any extraordinary exigency, to raife part of the

fupply (fince the beginning of the prefent war anno i 739, it has con-
tributed one million yearly to the fupply) upon emergencies any fum;

may be raifed upon annuities, charged on the finking fund for a time^

until further fettled.

Walpole's fcheme, 1 73 3 , of an excife upon wine and tobacco would
have been of public advantage, but it was prevented taking effeft, by
the ftrong fe^rs of the populace, left it fliould introduce a general ex-
cile upon the neceffaries of life (as in Holland) as well as upon com-
forts and extravagancies : befides, it would have multiplied the officers

of the revenue, creatures of the court and miniftry.

G 3 quarters
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quarters of this was feparated, by the name of new joint-

llock of South-fea annuities \ the remaining 3,662,775
continues as a trading or capital ftock, folely chargeable

with all the company's debts, and not to divide above
four -per cent, per annum^ until their preient debts are

cleared and paid off. The qualifications in their prefent

trading ftock (in the former ftock the qualifications were
higher) are a concern at leaft of 5000 /. for governor,

4000/. for fub-governor, 3000/. for deputy-governor,,

2000 /. for a director : at a general meeting a 500/. con-?

cern has one vote, 2000/, has two votes, 3000/. has

three votes, 5000 /. has tour votes ; no fingle perfon to

have more than four votes : no part of the trading ftock

to be redeemed, until the new joint-ftock of annuities

become reduced to 3,500,000/. No new bonds to be

made, but at the direction of a general meeting.

The fmking fund has at times paid off to the old and

new South-Sea annuitants about 6,500,000 /. and at this

time the governmentdebt to the South-Sea is 2 7,302,203/.

viz. ftock 3,662,775/, old annuities 13,651,100/. new
annuities, 9,988,328/. At prefent, fpring 1747, the

price of South-Sea ftock is 103; Eaft-India company
ftock being 177. Here we may <?;? ^^z^;?/ obferve the

great difference of credit and intereft in the affeftions of

the people, in relation to a tory, Jacobite, and popifti ad-

miniftration ; and to a whig (excufe the cant name) revo*

lution, and true proteftant miniftry : in the tory admi-

The Hocks, or government debts, continued ; and the church-lands

in lay poffeffion, are infallible preventives againft popery and a revo-

lution in the civil government.

Our bad adminiftration in the end of queen Anne's time, after a fuC-

cefsful war carried on for piany years by a former good admiftration,

inftead of procuring advantageous terms of peace, conceded to the

following difadvantageous articles with Spain by the treaty of Utrecht,

anno 171 3. t. An entailed charge of maintaining large garrifons in

Gibraltar and Minorca. 2. The precarious demolition of Dunkirk

by their friends the French. 3. The Affiento of Negroes, which had

proved a lofing bagain to all former cpntrailors. And 4. A Iham re-

nunciation to the cxQWi France.

niftration,
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niftration, in the four laft years of queen Anne, South-

Sea flock, though bearing an intereft of fix per cent, fold

at a difcount exceeding twenty />e'r cent, at prefent, though

the intereft or annuity is reduced to four fer cent, it fells

at a confiderable advance fer cent.
'

I muft here infert (I cannot find a place more proper)

two affairs, not of property, but of indulgencies, and fo-

lemnly ftipulated concefllons from the court of Spain,

to the fubjeds of Great-Britain, and more particularly in

favour of our fettlements in North- America, 'vi%. log-

wood from the bays of Campeachy and Honduras, and

fait from the Spanifh ifland of Tortuga.

The cutting and carrying of logwood, formerly from

the bayof Campeachy, and latterlyfrom the bay of Hon-
duras, in the gulph of Mexico, to Great-Britain and fun-

dry European markets, has been for fome time a branch

of the Britifh America trade, but more efpecially of New-
England. This logwood bufinefs has been carried on
for about eighty years, ever fince anno i ^6"]^ by a fort

of indulgence; this indulgence was confirmed, anno

1 670, by the American treaty with Spain, viz. The Eng-
lifh to remain in the occupancy of all territories and in-

dulgencies of which they were then in poflcfllon.

Anno 1716, the Spanilh ambafilador at the court of

Great-Britain entered a complaint to the king in coun-

cil, againft the Englifh fubjedls cutters of logwood in the

bays of Campeachy, {5?^. This was referred to the board

of trade and plantations ; they made report, that " by
" the American treaty anno 1670, there was confirmed
** to the crown of Great-Britain, a right to the Laguna de

" Terminos (bay of Campeachy) and parts adjacent in th^
" province of Jucatan '> thefe places, at the time of the
" treaty, and fome years before, being adlually in pof-

" feflion of the Britifh fubjeds through right of fufferance
'' or indulgence." This fame right or liberty is abfo-

lutely granted and confirmed by the treaty of Utrecht

G 4 Notwith'
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Notwithftanding this reprefe-ntation, and without al-

lowing fufficient time for the logwood cutters to with-

draw (if the court of Great-Britain had judged it proper)

the Spaniard from the Tobafco, drove them off 5 it has

never fince been ufed by the Bricifli.

This bay lies on the weft fide of the promontory or pro-

vince of Jucatan : Campeachy is a good town, large as

Nevs^port of Rhode-Ifland, built with a white free ftone j

it ftands on the fea. This port or branch of the AlTiento

was farmed out by the South-Sda direftors to Blockwood
and Cathcart, at forty pieces of eight for every negro

flave they imported ; they fent four or five ihips of about

200 tons each per annum, with a few negroes for a

blind ; their profit being from dry goods, which they

fold, by the connivance of the royal officers bribed, at

twelve to fifteen per cent, their chief returns were in log-

wood bought from the Spaniards, and carried to London
and Holland j they alfo carried off fome drugs, viz.

Gum. Elemi., Rad. Contrayerva, Rad, Sarfaparil, &c.

That year in which this logwood-bay was cut off, anno

1 71 7, were imported into the port of London 5863 tons

of logwood.

Since our people have been diflodged from the bay of

Campeachey they followed the fame bufinefs in the bay

of Honduras on the eaft fide of Jucatan ; their die-wood

is not fo good, and the mouths of their rivers (Old and

New-river) are more Ihallow. Becaufe of the prefent

war with Spain, this trade for fome years has almoft

been difcontinued.

Logwood is their currency or medium at 5 /. per ton

denomination.

From this logwood cutting maroon life, there is a

fmall incidental political advantage ; as the logwood-

cutters called bay-men, live a maroon, licentious, lawlefs

life, it becomes in times of peace a receptacle for, and

diverts, fome failors and others from the more wicked life

of pirating.

A little
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A little to the eaflv/ard of the bay of Honduras are a

fmall tribe of Indians, the good friends and allies of the

bay- men, and Spaniard haters : that is, they affed the

Englifh more than they do the Spaniards, and they

reckon the governor of Jamaica, as their patron and

protestor : our trade with them is of no confequence,

being only fome tortoife-lhell, wild cocoa, and far-

faparille.

The illand of Ratan lies about eight leagues from the

Mulkitoe-ihore, and about 1 50 leagues W. by S. from

Jamaica ; here we have lately fixed a garrifon, and

ftation-fliips, but cui bono I cannot fay.

Thfe privilege of making and carrying fait from the

ifland of Salt Tortugas, in the gulph of Mexico, near

the Comanas or windward part of the Spanilh coaft, was

exprefly confirmed to us by the treaty of commerce be-

tween his Catholic Majefty, and the King of Great-

Britain, at Madrid, Dec. 14, anno 171 6. "Whereas
" notwithftanding the treaties of peace and commerce,
*' which were concluded at Utrecht, July 13, and
" Dec. 9, 1 713, there ftill remained fome mifunder-
" fiiandings concerning the trade of the two nations, and

"the courfe of it. Article 3. Morever his Catholic
" Majefty permits the faid fubjefts of Great-Britain to

" gather fait in the ifland of Tortuga, in the gulph of

""Mexico; they having enjoyed that privilege in the
" reign of king Charles II, without hindrance or inter-

" ruption."

Notwithftanding this plain ftipulation, anno 1733,
in the fpring, a Britifti plantation's falt-fleet, under con-

voy of a 20 gun Britifh man of war, as they came to

fail from Tortugas, were attacked by two large Spanifli

men of war from the Margaritas, and four of the fleet

were carried ofi^j hitherto no recompence has been ob-

tained.

In times of peace, for the ufe of the dry cod-fifliery,

are imported in Maflachufetts-Bay, commmibus amis,

120O
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1200 tons Tortugas fait ; and about as much more from

other ports, viz. The Ifle of May, or Cape de Verde

iflands, Exeuma or Bahamas, St. Martins or Rochelle,

Lifbon, Ivica, Cagliari in Sardinia, ^c.
The reafon why New-England dry cod is frequently

falt-burnt, is from the ufe of Tortuga and ifle of May
fait, which are too hot. In Newfoundland they gene-;

rally ufe Lifbon and French fait.

By late adls of the Britifh parliament, fait is allowed

to be imported direftly from any part of Europe, to the

colonies of New-York and Penfylvania -, in the fame

manner as fait may be imported into New-England and

Newfoundland, by an aft made 15 Car. II, for the en-

couragement of trade.

II. French difcoveries, and f^ttlements.

THE French American'colonies may be diflinguiflied

into their north continent America fettlements, and
thofe of the Weft-India iflands, Cayenne, near the coafl;

of Guiana or Surinam included. Their iflands do not

fall within the compafs of our defign j and having only

tranfiently vifited them without any view of enquiry,

my fixed refokition is not to borrow or tranfcribe

from common authors [r] ; therefore the reader may
excufe my laying them aflde.

The continent French fettlements, I divide into Car

nada or New-France, and Miflifllppi or Louifiana : fome
French writers, mention a French province called Ha-
noife, inhabited by above 16,000 whites, above hal,f

way between the mouth of the river MiflHTippi, and

Quebec in Canada j this is only an imaginary or roman-

tic colony; we take no notice of it, leaving it to the prc-

fefi^ed writers of novels.

\r~\ No perfon can trace me a-i a plagiary; my own obfervations,

hints from correfpondents and well-approved authors, and from pub-

lic records, are the materials of this eifay.

I. Canada.
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I. Canada. The original of the name is uncertain,

feme fay, it was named from Monfieur Cane, who early-

failed into that river : if fo, O caprice ! why Ihould fo

obfcure a man (his voyage is not mentioned in hiftory)

give name to New-France, as it is called ?

Verazani, a Florentine in the king of France's fervice

(Francis 1. was an a6tive prince) coafled along the eaft

fide of North-America, and went afhore in feveral places;

according to the humour of thofe times, took a nominal

pofTefTion for France, from 37 D, the mouth of

Chefepeak-Bay, to 50 D. N, lat. the mouth of the river

St. Laurence, fo called, becaufe firft difcovered upon
that faint's day -, he failed up the river of St. Laurence.

Two fhips from England failed up that river, anno i 527.

J. Cartier, a native of St. Malo, made two voyages to

this river anno 1534 and 1535, he proceeded fo far as

Montreal, and called the country New-France. Anno
1542, Roberval from Rochelle carried thither, a few peo-

ple to fettle; they did not continue their fettlements.

About the middle of the hxteenth century, the French
and Spaniards difputed fettlements upon the coaft of

Florida. Secretary Walfmgham of England, being in-

formed of an opening fouth of Newfoundland, fitted

out Sir Humphry Gilbert ; he failed up St. Laurence
river, and took pofleffion for the crown of England.
Anno 1 604, Henry IV [si of France made further dif-

coveries in L'Acadie, now Nova Scotia ; and in Canada
or New-France he planted a colony which fubfifts to this

day j may it not fubfill long ; it is a nufance to our North-

[j] Henry IV was the firft of the French kings, who, to any pur-

pofe, encouraged trade and manufadures. After him, for fome time
in the reign of Louis XIV, Colbert (of Scots extradlion) fecretary

of ftate in France, was a great patron and promoter of the fame, as

alfo of all polite learning, 'viz. The Academy of fciences for all parts

of natural hiftory, geometry, aftronomy, mechanics, anatomy, chi-

miftry, and botany ; the French Academy, for the French language
and other parts of the Belles-lettres ; the academy for infcriptions and
medals ; the academy for architefture, painting, and fculpture.

America
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America fettlements ; deknda eft Carthap. Anno 1608,
Quebec [/] on an ifthmus on the river St. Laurence be-

gan to be fettled, and is now increafed to about 7000
people of all colours, fexes, and ages ; it is the refidence

of the governor-general, intendant, and fupreme council
tide flows about eighteen feet.

Canada is no otherways a company, only for the Ca-
flor or Beaver fur-trade ; as they have no fettlements,

but upon rivers and creeks, by giving fome delineation

of thefe, we defcribe that country. The gulph of St.

Laurence, from Cape Raze of Newfoundland, the Cape
Rofier in 50 D. 30 M. N. lat. the mouth of the river

St. Laurence (here the river is about thirty leagues wide)

a,bout eighty-eight leagues ; in this gulph are the iflands

of Cape-Breton [u]^ Anticofti, St. Johns, Madalene, and
fome other fmall iflands, given to the French by the in-

famous treaty of Utrecht 171 3. From Cape Rofier ta

Tadoufac, on the north fide of the river, are eighty

leagues bad navigation. Tadoufac is no town, but a good
harbour for large Ihips, navigable for Ihips twenty-five

miles; has a water communication by the river Seguany,

^c. with Hudfon's-Bay. From Tadoufac to Quebec
are thirty leagues, from Quebec to Les Trois Rivieres,

on the north fide of the river, thirty leagues •, this was
the firil French fettlement, it abounds with iron ore, is

r^] Quebeis, in the Indian Algonquin language, fignifies a flraif,

Quebec, from De Hayes obfervations, anno 1686, lies in 46 D. 55
M. N. lat. and W. from Paris 72 D. 30 M. (Paris is E. from Lon-
don 2 D. 30 M. circiter) is 70 D. W. from London; variation 15 D.
30 M. anno 1 649, it was 1 6 D, W.

[«] Cape-Breton is a late acquifition, or New-England conquell

from the French ; may it be permanent, but without any extraordinary

garrifon charge ! Jt ftretches from 41; D. to 47 D. 5 M. N. lat.

leparated from Nova Scoria, by the gut of Canfo, five leagues long,

and one league broad. Cape-Breton ifland lies in length from N. E.

toS.Vv^ fcarce fifty leagues, its greateft breadth eaft and weft about

thirty- three leagues. Louifl^ourg, formerly called Englifh harbour, is

a good port and ftrong for'refs : as this formerly belonged to Nova
Scotia, we (hall refer any further account of it to that fedion,

the
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the refidence of a ilib -governor •, this government (there

are three governments in Canada) extends twelve miles

up the great river, and twelve miles down the river :

the tide does not flow much higher ; from Les Trois

Rivieres to Montreal, the feat of the next fub-governor,

are thirty leagues.

From Cape Rofier, along the fouth fide of St. Lau-
rence to Montreal, is an almoft continued chain of hills

or mountains, and the runs of water fhort and rapid, it

is fcarce habitable. A little above Montreal, the two ri-

vers of Outauawas (comes from a country N. W. belong-

ing to a large and powerful Indian nation) and Cataraqui

meet : Cataraqui river comes about fifty leagues S. W.
from the lake of the fame name ; from fort Frontenac, at

the head of this river by water-carriage to Montreal, are

four days travel, but from Montreal to fort Frontenac

are ten or more days travel, becaufe of many carrying-

places at feveral catarafts called falls or fauts.

The communicating five great lakes of Canada, i;/2.

Cataraqui or Ontario, Erie, Ilenois, Hurons, and Upper
lake may be called inland feas, lying from 39 D. to 51
D. N. Lat. Thefmalleft Ontario is about eighty leagues

long, thirty-five leagues wide ; the lake Superieure is 200
leagues long, it is larger than the Cafpian-fea. They do
not freeze over ; fnow does not lie long within ten or

twelve miles of them; their foft mellow circum-ambient

vapour mollifies the air ; the Indians fay, that in hot

weather the wind blows from the lake, and in cold wea-
ther into the lake, as do the land and fea-breezes in the

Weft-Indies within the tropics.

All the French colonies are under the diredlion of thq

council of the navy of France, and of one of the four

lecretaries of France, called fecretary for the Marine and
Plantations; atprefent, anno 1747, M. Maurepas. The
French King's charge per annum for Canada is about

200,000 crowns ; but the high duty upon fait fent from
France, and the duty upon furs and fkins fent from Canada

to
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to France, overbalances this charge. The king's bills

of exchange upon the trealliry are paid at fifteen days

fight ; the caftor bills upon the company are paid at three

months fight. Their currency is the fame as in France,

being twenty-five ^^r ce-nt, better than that of the ^French

Weft-India iflands.

By information from capt. La Rondde and lieut. de
Ramfay, envoys from the governor- general of Canada,

concerning the French infti2;atins; and furnifhing our ene-

my Indians with war ammunition, anno 1723, there

failed from Qiiebec nineteen veffels for the ocean -, built

in the river of St. Laurence, fix veffels fit for the ocean.

N. B. Up the river to the fouthward, is good fhip-tim-

ber ; lately they have built two or three men of war for

France.

The feafon of navigation in the river St. Laurence,

are the months of Auguft and September, for the ftore-

fhips and caftor-company fhips. Ships have failed

from Quebec to Rochelle in 1 8 days. Befides pelterie

they fend to France a fmall matter of lumber, timber,

flaves, tar, tobacco. Ships from France bring wines,

brandies, and dry goods, and fail with flour, peafe,

and pork to the Weft-India iflands ; and from thence

home to France with fugars, &c. In Canada from the

fetting in of the froft until fummer, no news from France

and other foreign parts, excepting what is conveyed to

them by way of Albany : many of the French furs are

clandeftinely carried to Albany ; this is the reafon, why
our Dutch fubjeds there are averfe to a war with the

Canada French, and their Indians. At Ofwego, the

mouth of Onondaguas river upon the eaft-fide of lake

Ontario, there is a trading fair from Albany all fummer;
Indians of above twenty different nations refort thither,

from South-Carolina in N. lat. 32 D. to the bottom of

Hudfon's-Bay inN. lat 51 D. Therefore there certainly

is a good water communication inland, in all that extent,

and confequently a vaft Indian fkin and fur-trade; furs are

more
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more plenty to the foathward, but not of fo good aftaple,

as to the northward.

Canada is fettled only, near the rivers and creeks ; they

fow no winter-grain. The produce of the country is

not much more than is requifite for their own fubfift*

ence: the quality of their fummer-wheat is fuch, that

a baker gives 381b. wt. fine bread, for a buihel of wheat:

apples grow well; pears, plumbs, and cherries not plen-

ty ; peaches will fcarce do : they kill their ftore of poul-

try when the frofts fet in, and keep them frozen in their

garrets during the winter feafon, which faves grain, their

food.

They have only three towns of any confideration, viz.

Quebec, the metropolis and refidence of the governor-

general of Canada or New-France ; it is their principal

fortrefs -, the Cathedral is their only parifh church ; in the

lower town there is a chapel of eafe ; here are two con-

vents (Jefuits and Recole6ts) of men, and three convents

of women, or nunneries. Montreal more pleafantly

fituated, the refidence of a deputy-governor, fixty

leagues above Quebec upon the fame river, is near as

populous as Qiiebec, but not fo well fortified. Les
Trois Rivieres, a fmall town and trifling fortification,

lies midway upon the river, between thefe two ; it is the

feat of the third government.

The country is divided into about eighty difl;ri<5ls,

fomewhat in the manner of our New-England townfhips

(the New-England townfhips, in Old-England would
be called country parifhes, and their feveral precinds,

chapels of eafe.)

All their militia» orfencible men, capable of march-
ing, at this writing, anno 1747, do not exceed 12,000
men, with about 1000 regular troops independent marine
companies, and about 1000 Indians that may be per-

fuaded to march.

Befides the three towns, or ftrong places, already men-
tioned, there are, i. Crown-Point as above, a late in-

trufion upon the jurifdidion of New-York 5 -kft year it

was
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was propofed to reclaim it by force, but the projediion

feems to vaniHi. 2. Fort Chamblais, a confiderable

fort or pafs from the Exnglifh fettlements to the upper

French Settlements in Canada. 3. Fort Sorrel, where

the river Chamblais, the difcharge of lake Champlain,

enters the river of Canada or St. Laurence, an infigni-

ficant fort. 4. Fort Frontenac, where the difcharge of

lake Ontario, and the other great inland lakes, forms

the Cataraqui branch of the river St. Laurenpe. 5. Fort

Denonville near Niagara Fails (governor Vaudrueil had

it accurately examined ; it was twenty-fix fathom per-

pendicular) between the lakes Ontario and Erie. 6. L^
Trouette at Les Detroits, between the lakes Erie and

Hurons. N. B. Thcfe th-ee lafl mentioned forts, have

bread and peafe from Montreal, but . no other pro-

vifions.

Befides thefe, by v/ay of oftcntation, we find in the

French maps of Canada and MifTifTippi, many forts

marked out : Thefe are only extempore ftockades or

block-houfes made for a fhort time of refidence in their

travelling trade with the Indians ; fome French Indian

traders when they fet out, obtain (a certain perquifite)

from the governor an eicorte of a ferjeant and a few

private foldiers for protedion againft any Indian in-

fults.

There is an annual patrole of this nature from Qtie-

bec in Canada to fort Orleanfe, near the mouth of the

Miffiffippii it is about 600 leagues travel with its detours

of rivers and carrying-places ; the direft diftance or dif-

ference in latitude falls Ihort of 400 leagues : this long

route is not attended with fuch difficulties and hardfliips

as is commonly imagined -, there is a river falls into

the fouth fide of lake Erie, which leads to a carrying-

place to the river Ohio, a branch of the river Miflif-

fippi ; the Indians hereabouts are, by the French, called

Miamis.

The French, in their Weft-India or America fettle-

ments, have four governor-generals, the fmall fettle-

ment

1
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ment at Cayenne in Guiana not included, i. The go-

vernor-general of Canada, in his commiffion, is flyled

governor and lieutenant-general of French North-

America ; he has under his diredion the governments

of Qiiebec, Les Trois Rivieres, and Montreal, with the

commandants of the feveral out-forts already mentioned.

2. The governor-general of Louifiana or Miffiflippi;

his refidence is at Orleans upon the river Mifliffippi 5

the other government upon the river Mobile, or Mo-
viile, is under his diredtion ; the diftance is about forty

leagues. 3. The governor-general of the [w] French

['U'] The prefent conftitution of the Weft- India French governments

is a governor-general, and intendant, who is their chief judge in

all affairs, and a check upon the general, and a fupreme council ; un-
der their diredlion are feveral fmall governments, departments, or com-
manderies, but under the immediate command of a fub-governor, or
lieut. du Roy, or commandant; and thefe dillrifts are divided into

parifhes under the command of a kind of militia officer and fherifF

called Capitain du Quartier.

Under the governor-general of the French Caribbee-iflands are the

governments of Martinique (this is divided into three, mz. Fort
Royal, St. Pierre, and La Trinite) Guardeloupe. (including the com-
mandaries of the Grand Terre, and of the Les Saints) Marigalante,

Grenades (including the commandaries of the Grenadillas) upon the

death of the governor-general, or in his abfence, the governor of the

Grenades commands in chief; as happened anno 1717* when Les
Habitants or planters, by an infurredion feized their governor-general

Le Marquis de Varennes, and the intendant, and fent them home pri-

foners, with a prOceis againft them. In the French Caribbee-iflands,

in time of peace, are kept three companies of Swifs, of 100 men per

company, ten companies of French independant marines, not exceed-
ing fifty men each. The prefeJit governor- general is who lately

fuperfeded Le Marquis de Ghampigny ; the intendant is De la Croix.
St. Bartholomew is a neutral iflandj the property and jurifdidlion of it

has not been fettled by any treaty j it is frequented by fome French
marooners. Fort-Royal in Martinique (from P. Feuille) N. lat. r 4.

D. 43 M. W. from Paris 63 D 22 M. anno 1704, variation 6 D»
10 M. E. increafmg about a degree in ten years ; a pendulum that

vibrates feconds in Martinique, is in length three feet, fix and half
lines, French meafure. N. B. Such pendulums increafe in length in

fome proportion or regularity from the equator to the poles, but
hitherto have not been reduced to a table ; at Paris its length, as ob-
ferved by the Academy Royal of Sciences, is three feet, eight and
half lines.

Vol. L H Caribbee-
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Caribbee-iflands, or Les Ifles au Vent •, his refidence is at

the iQand Martinique. 4. The governor-general of St.

Domingue [x'] (Hifpaniola is fo called by the French)

or Les Ifles fous le Vent ; his refidence is at Leogane •,

the middlemoft of their fettiements in N. Lat. 1 8 D.

40 M.
In the dominions of" Canada, Quebec is the metro-

polis and place of greateft ftrength[;yj ; when this is re-

[at] Upon the welt part of the ifland Hifp^imola the French are be-

come more numerous, and have much more confiderable fettiements

than the Spaniards upon its eaft part ; they have about eight fliipping

or delivery ports, each vi^ith a military commanding officer, whereof

fome are called governors, others only lieut. du Roy, fome go by the

name of commandants, all under the governor-general who refides at

Leogane. Cape St. Nicholas of St. Domingue, and Cape Mayeze

of Cuba, diftance twelves leagues make the windward palTage.

Neareft to the Spaniard on the north fide is their fettlement of Ville

du Cape, N. lat. 19 D. 48 M. W. from Paris 73 D. 35 M. we call

k Cape Fran9ois ; it is their principal fettlement, and fends off more

produce of fugars, ^c. than all the other French fettiements there, and

has a refident governor : on the fouth fide next to the Spanifh fettie-

ments is Fort Louis, N. lat. i 8 D. i 8 M, in the bay of L'Ifle des

Vaches. Here lay, anno 1 741 , the famous French fquadron under the

Marquis d'Antin, defigned either to convoy the Spanifh Plate-fleet to

Europe, or to hinder the jundlion of Vernon and Ogle, or to invade

Jamaica upon admiral Vernon's proceeding againft Carthagena : al-

though they efcaped an engagement with our fleet (reafons of ftate are

above my reach) in the utmoft diftrefs for want of provilion, with the

death of many men and lofs of fome fhips, they returned to France,

having effefted nothing ; and d'Antin foon after died, fome fay killed

in a duel by Marquis de Rocheville, a commodore under him in this

expedition. The intermediate fettiements are Port de Paix, Leo-

gane, Grande Gouave, Petite Gouave, ij'c. they have feveral inde-

pendant marine companies, but depend much upon their militia. The
prefent governor-general is M. de Larnage, the intendant is M. Mail-

lot. Some of our northern colonies at all times carry on a clandelUne

trade with them lately ; though in time of war a neighbouring colony

has been detefted in carrying fupplies thither, and returns from thence

in molaffes and indigo, under the blind of flags of truce.

[j] Thereduftion of Canada might have been efi'eded without the

leaft rifk of mifcarriage, and the pofleffion maintained (not by putting

the French inhabitants to the fword, as was the Spanifh principle in

their Indian conquelb) by tranfporting the French fettlers to France,

partly at their own charge where able, partly at our charge where

duced.
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duced, all their New-France falls inftantly. Our pre-

tenfions to Canada Ihall be enumerated in the fedtion of

Nova Scotia. Quebec (from De Hayes) is in Lat. 46
D. 55 M. W. from Paris 72 D. 30 M. that is, from

London 70 D. 30 M. Bofton (from T. Robie) is in

N. Lat. 42 D. 25 M. weft from London 71 D. 30 M.
therefore Quebec is 4 D. 30 M. north, and i D. 30 M.
E. of Bofton ; that is, in geographical miles 270 north,

and fixty-eight miles (reckoning forty-five miles to a

degree of longitude in thefe parallels) eaft from Bofton.

Champlain was their firft governor j he gave name to

the lake Champlain (the Dutch call it Corkers lake) the

poor ; and cantoning a great part of the country in property to the

foldiers who ferved in the reduftion. The Britifh freedom of the

prefs allows of furmife?, where nothing is pofitively aflerted. Per-

haps our miniftry may judge, that no peace could be made with

France, unlefs France were fo reduced as to accept the law, in making
of peace at any rate ; this might require many years expenlive war ;

or without delivering up Louifbourg : The Britifh people would never

be reconciled to this, and might occaiion a diflike to the minflers in ad- •

miniftration, and perhaps a difafFeftion to the prefent civil government

or eftablifhed fuccefiion. This probably may be the reafon with our

minifters, that the fleet and land forces, apparently defigned to obferve

duke d'Anville's fquadron with land forces on board for recovering

of Louifbourg, did not proceed to prevent Loui/bourg's falling again

into the French pofTeffion ; that they might obviate a popular puzzle

in making of peace. Thus our fleet and land forces aboard, appa-

rently deflgned againfl Canada, were, by way of blind, fent upon that

romantic defcent on Britany in France. It has been thought that our

reduiSion of Louifbourg, the key of the North America Cod-Fishery
and FuriTrade, was not fo agreeable to our miniftry, as to the po-

pulace of Great-Britain ; a real .war between people of the different

nations, but only a collufive war between their minifliers. But pro-

vidence, or, as fome exprefs it, a concurrence of many extraordinary

chances or incidents, in our miraculous redudlion of Louifbourg, and
a train of difaflers attending the French fleet and land troops defigned

for its recovery, feem to encourage that fondnefs which the Britifh peo-

ple have for keeping of Louifbourg. This year, anno 1747, notwith-

ftanding many American troops are kept on foot, by the dire£lion of

the court of Great-Britain, at a great charge, defigned for the reduftion

of Canada, the land forces deftined from home for this expedition,

are diverted from a Canada expedition this feafon, and fent to Flan-

ders, for a grand effort, or critical trial of fkill, and likely may prove
the crifis of the prefent war.

H 2 paflage
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paifage from Albany, or New-York government, to

Montreal, or the well parts of Canada; it is 150 miles

loiig,, and thirty miles wide. M. Frontenac, who fuc-

cetded anno 1672, gave name to the fort at the dif-

charge of lake Ontario, being the fotirce of the Catara-

qui branch of the rivef St Laurence. Le Marquis de

Nonville fucceeded to the government anno 1685, and
gave name to the fort near Niagara falls, between the

lakes Ontario and Erie ; anno 1687, with 1500 French
and Indians, he invaded the Senekas country : the year

foliowing,anno 1688, in revenge the Five Nations, with

about 1200 Indians, invaded the ifland of Montreal

(the governor general and v;ife being then in the town
of Montreal) ravaged the country, killed about 1000
perfons, and carried off a few captives.- To return this

in fome meafure, in the beginning of king William's

reign, the French and their Indians, to the number of

about 300 men, in the night-time furprized Schenedaday
in New-York government, and murdered fixty-three

people. In the beginning of queen Anne's war, the

colonies of Canada and New-York agreed for a neutra-

lity between their refpeftive Indians during the war -, and
an advantageous Dutch trade all that time was carried on
from Albany to Montreal by means of the Indians.

The commanders in chief formerly were called admi-

rals of New-France, afterwards vice-roys, at prefent go-

vernors and lieutenant-generals. Anno 1665, M. de

Traci, vice-roy of French America, brought to Canada
four indeptndant companies of regular troops -, and in

September the fame year, M. Courfal governor-general

of Canada, arrived with a regiment of foldiers, and fome
families,, for fettlers : at prefent their regular troops con-

fift of about twenty-eight independant marine companies

very incomplete ; a parcel of racaille or goal-birds from
France, not to be depended upon. Anno 1714, father

Charlevoix writes, that Vaudrueil, governor -general of

Canada, at that time, acquainted M. Ponchartrain mini-

iler in France, viz. Canada has adually in it but 4480
fencible



Sect. II. in North-America. joi

fencible men ; the twenty-eight companies of the king's

regular troops amount only to 628 men (like our late

Nova Scotia companies) and difperfed in the extent of

100 leagues. Their prefent governor-general is Le
Marquis de Beauharnoes (Ibme returned prifonersfay he

is lately dead) the intendant is M. Champarni.

The French Canada Indians. On our fide, which is the

fouth fide of the river St. Laurence, they are tribes of

the New-England nation of Abnaqui Indians, ^'Z2. De
Lorette, a very fmall tribe a little below Quebec •, Wa-
nonoak on the river Befancourt or Puante, over-againll

Les Trois Rivieres, not exceeding forty fighting men ;

about ten leagues higher is the tribe of Aroufiguntecook

on the river St. Francois, about 1 60 fighting men ; on the

eaft fide of lake Champlain, is the tribe of MefialTuck,

fixty fighting men; a little above Montreal are the

Kahnuagas, about eighty men, being a parcel of idle Ave
Maria praying Indians, runaways from, the New-York
Mohawks and river Indians. Their Indians on the north

fide of St. Laurence river, are Les Eficimaux, or Barbares

of Terra de Labradore •, they eat their flefh and fifh raw,

and go naked, or covered with feais and other Ikins; they

are in fmall clans, very idle, and of no great benefit to

trade •, are much difperfed \ Papinchos near the mouth of

the river St. Laurence-, Algonquins, about 1500 men
about Quebec, in fail friendlliip with the French j

Outawawaas a very large nation, extending back of the

other N. W. to near the bottom of Hudfon's-Bay ; S. W.
are Les Renards ; farther fouth we muft leave the Indians

for future difcoveries. The general farms out the Indian

trade to private companies or partnerfliips of Indian

-traders in certain diftricls,

2. Miffiffippl, or Louifiana. It was firfc difcovcred by
Joliet a Frenchman, anno 1673. Dela Salle, comman-
dant effort Frontenac, traverfed the v/ildernefs with
much fatigue, equal to the greateft of penances, anno

{679,1680, 1681, 1682, and 1683, He went by the way
H 3 of



102 Britlfli and French Settlements Part I,

of lakes Erie and Ontario (in their communication he

built a fort called La Trouette) to MifTiffipi. Anno
1 684, he obtained of the court ofFrance four velTels, with

200 foldiers aboard, and failed from Rochelle to difcover

and fall in with the mouth of the river Miffiffipi -, ithes

about the middle of the north lliore of the bay of

Mexico •, he expedted to find it in the wefternmofl parts

of this north fhore, according as it was laid down in the

erroneous fea-charts of that time, and accordingly landed

in the bay St. Bernard, which he called bay St, Louis -,

here he built fort St. Louis but foon negle6ted ; it is

nearly in the fame meridian with St. Cruz 97 D. 30 M.
W. from London: the French maps extend the Louifiana

farther fouth to Rio Bravo in 25 D. N. lat. From bay

St. Louis, he travelled by land and difcovered the mouth
of the MifTiffippi 1685; in his return for Canada, anno

3 686, he was killed by a mutiny of his men.

The fource of the Miffiffipi is near Hudfon's-Bay, weft

of the great lakes 5 the French have travelled up this

river in canoes to 45 D. N. lat.

The firft eftablifliment of the colony was by captain

d'Iberville, anno 1 698 •, and although a natural and true

Spanifh property, the French fettlements were connived

at by Philip V, king of Spain, grandfon to Louis XIV
of France. Anno 17 12, M. Crozat, fecretary of finances

or treafury, obtained from the king of France the fole

privilege of trading to and from the Miffiffippi for fifteen

years •, this turning to no account, he relinquiihed it to

the regent of France, and by the projedion of M. Law,
it was converted into the memorable bubble of the Mif-

fiffippi- company (any out of the way, noteafilytobe

invelcigated fcheme of colony and profitable trade would

have anfwered •,) which Miffiffippi ffiam company firfl;

began to be hatched anno 1717.

This Miffiffippi colony extends from bay St, Louis to

Penfacola, in a lea-line of near 200 leagues, but all along

the water is fo (heal, it is of no ufe in trade, excepting

the mouth of the Miffiffippij and there the country is un-

healthful
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healthful from the inundations or floods at certain feafons

by the diffolving of the northward fnow ; they have g,

fmall fur-trade, and begin to plant indigo ; the bay of

Movile, or L'Ifle Dauphine, admits only of veffels of

fmall draught.

From bay St. Louis or Bernard to Orleans upon the

MifTiflippi, the refidence of the governor-general, are

about 140 leagues-, thence to L'Ifle Dauphine, where a

fob- governor refides, are forty leagues ; thence to Penfa-

cola, a Spanifli fettlement, are fifteen leagues ; from L'Ifle

Dauphine, in N. lat. 30 M. 30 D. W. long, from Paris

92 D. or 89 D. 30 M. weft from London, are 7.

30 M, long, eaft to Cape Florida.

[2] III. Portugtieze difcoveries md fettUments.

BRAZIL is a narrow flip, its fea-line extends from
the river Amazons under the equinoftial, to Rio de la

Plata. By the treaty of Baden, anno 1 7 1 4, Spain refigns

to Portugal, in full property and jurifdiftion, the territory

and colony of the Sacrament on the north branch of Rio
de la Plata; Portugal not to allow of any traders to

Brazil, but the European Portugueze. The Portugueze

have a fort on the north fide of the entrance of La Plata

in S. lat. 34 D.
Brazil was a Portugueze accidental difcovery •, in fail-

ing for their fettlements and fadtories in the Eaft-Indies,

anno 1500, a Brazil fleet, by the eafterly trade-winds, v/as

drove upon the coaft of Brazil. They made no fettle-

ment of confequence until anno 1 549, king John fent

over fettlers and foldiers.

It is divided into fourteen captain-fliips, whereof eight
belong to the king, and fix to private proprietors ; all

[z] As a few additional pages may conduce towards a full and
diftind, but contrafted, view of all the American colonies from the

feveral European nations, we difpenfe a little with our limits firft pro-

pofed.

H 4 under
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under one vice-roy, who refides at Bahia, ortheBayof all

Saints, in S. lat. 12 D. 45 M.
The Portugueze, upon their firfl: arrival in Brazil, cru-

elly murdered the Indians in the fame manner as the Spa-

niards had done in Mexico and Peru ; doubtlefs, the po-

litical reafon was, their being too numerous to be kept

under a continued fubjedlion -, but their religious evalion

was, dominion is founded upon grace, therefore none,

have any right to life or land but the true Roman Ca-
tholics, 'Tantum potuit fuadere Tnalomm Relligio.

Portugal, confequently Brazil, was in the Spanifhju-

rifdidion from anno 1580 to 1640. Philip II of Spain

claimed, as he was the fon of the eldeft daughter of king

Emanuel of Portugal ; whereas the duchefs of Braganza

was a daughter of the fon of king Emanuel, a better ti-

tle. The Dutch revolted from and at war with Spain, be-

come mafters of the northern parts of the Brazils for fome

years •, upon the revolution of Portugal, in favour of the

houfe of Braganza, anno 1 640, the Dutch gradually loft

ground •, the Dutch chufing rather to out the Portu-

gueze from the Spice-iflands, than divert their force to

keep poflefiion of Brazil. By Cromwell's war with

the Dutch, anno 1642 May, to anno 1654 April, they

could not afford fufficient protedion to their conquefts

there (anno 1641, the Dutch made a truce with the Por-

tugueze, uti pojjidetis, for ten years) and from the above

confiderations, and their fmall country not affording

fpare people fufficient to fettle there, the Dutch made a

total furrender by a treaty anno 1 661.

Their rich mines diverted them from their former

fugar bufinefs, and the other European colonies have got

into it. The yearly import of gold to Portugal, for

fome years pafi, has been about three millions fterling

fer annum.

Anno 171 1, the French took Rio de Janeiro, and

brought it to contribution ; it is from thence that mod
of their gold is fhipped. The Brazil fleet for that port,

in S. Lat. 23 D. fets out in January j for Bahia, in near

13 D.
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13 D. S. Lat. theyfet out in February ; for Fernambuca,

in 8 D. S. Lat. fet out in March ; and upon their re-

turn leave thefe parts in May and June. Mofl of the

Brazil harbours are a dangerous navigation, becaufe of

funken rocks at a fmall depth.

The moft valuable imports to Portugal from the Brazils

are crold (generally coined there at Bahia marked B. and

Rio de Janeiro marked R.) found in feparate grains or

fmall pieces, or intermixed with fpar, but not extrad;ed

or feparated from filver aiid other metals as in Mexico ;

and of late diamonds, generally [a] fmall and of a bad

water.

IV. Butch difcoveries and feulements.

THE Dutch Weft-India company is of little or no

confideration % the price of their aftions (or ftock as it is

called in London) thirty to thirty-five i whereas the

Dutch Eaft-India company aftions at prefent are about

350 [<^]. For many years their whole bufmefs was de-

[«] We have lately in the nev/s-papers from Europe, a romantic

account of a huge diamond fent home from the Brazils to the king of

Portugal of ifcSo carats (a carat is four grains) the news-writers, to

heighten the romance, put it :x 224 millions fterling value; whereas

even according to the ancitnt high valuation of diamonds (formerly

a diamond of one carat, of a good water and well polifhed, was va-

lued at 10/. fterling, or 1 10 Dutch florins, the value of thofe more
weighty was the fquare of carats multiplied into the value of one carat

;

diamonds mofl in demand are fromxjne grain and a half to fix grains)

if cut and polifhed of the beft water would not exceed tvventy-eight

millions fterling, and if only brute or not cut, not above half that

value ; and if we fuppofe it of a bad water, as are moil: of the Brazil

diamonds, perhaps not much better than fome curious well cut and
polifhed pebbles, this will reduce the value very much. Formerly
the largeft diamonds known were, \ . That of the Great Mogul (for^

merly all diamonds of any value came from the Mogul's dominions)

of 279 carats. 2. That of the Grand Duke of Tufcany of i 39 carats,

but inclming to a citron colour. 3. Governor Pitt's diamond fold to

the crown of France for two millions of livres, or 1 3 5,000 /. fterling,

it was of 127 carats,

[^] Jn Amsterdam Bank, there is no fale of adlions or ftock, it

is not properly a company. It was eftabliihed, anno 1609, by a pla-

predations
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predatlons or piracies upon the Spaniards and Portu-

gueze, in which they were very fuccefsful ; firfl: they took
a Brazil fleet in Bahia, or the bay of All-Saints ; next they

took two Ihips of the Spanifh plate-fleet near Cuba ; fome
time after they took a Spanifh plate-fleet worth twelve

rnillions of florins. At prefent the interlopers run away
with the company's trade and profits.

After anno 1 62 1, upon the expiration of the Dutch
twelve years truce with Spain, they difl:urbed the Brazil

fettlements (the Portugueze dominions were at that time

under the Spanifh jurifdiclion) and were troublefome in

Chili ; they got fome footing in Guiana, and retained a

confiderable footing in the north parts of Brazil for fome
years.

The Dutch fettlements in America are not confidera-

ble, viz.

. I. Amongft the Caribbee iflands, the fmall ifland of
Statia or St. Euftace, a few leagues wefl: from St. Kits

;

here is a Dutch Wefl:~India company-governor; not-

cart, or a£l of the yroedfchap or town-council ; the flate of Amfter-

dam oblige themfelves to make good all monies lodged in this bank.

They retain the fame intrinfic value of denominations, as they were at

the time of the eredlion of this bank ; thus for inftance, a ducatoon at

that time was three guilders, and fo continues to be received and paid

away there ; whereas in the common currency of Holland, it is

reckoned fixty-three ftivers, and the par of the agio is five per cent.

N. B. Here is a method to prevent depreciation, and qualifies this

bank for that univerfal credit, which it has obtained in all foreign

trade ; notwithftanding, we may obferve that the beft conftitutions,

upon earth are fhocked by very extraordinary events; for anno 1672,
upon that fudden rapid invafion of the feven united provinces by
France, the transfers in this bank were fold at ten per cent, difcount,

for current money, which with the addition of the agio is in efFeft

fifteen fer cent. This bank is the merchant's calhier, and he negotiates

his affairs by transfers in his folio ; a bank transfer is a legal tender;

when the bank pays out fpecie, which feldom happens, they retain one
eighth percent, for keeping, felling, l^c. Merchants of great deal-

ings, for ten diicatoons/fr annian, have the flate of their account fent

to their lodgings every morning ; the charge of transferring a fum ex-

ceeding 300 guilders cofts only one fliver or penny. There was a

bank ellablifhed at Rotterdam anno 1 636 j it is of no note.

withflanding
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withftanding the Dutch interlopers carry on here a con-

fiderable trade with the French and Britifh people of the

Caribbee iflandsj in this port the Britilh and French

Americans carry on a confiderable intercourfe of trade ;

and from St. Kits much fugar and molaffes are brought

clandeftinely to fave the four and an halfper cent, and the

plantation-duty, and plantation-bonds. This ifland is

not capable of making above 100,000 lb. wt. of fugar

per annum. The governor of Statia fends a.commandant
to the fmall ifland of Sabia, which raifes only fome Itock

or market provilions ; he has alfo a commandant in St.

Martin's ifland ; this feems to be a neutral ifland ; at pre-

fent a few Dutch and fome French live there, but of no

confideration.

2. Amongfl: the lefler Antilles (Cuba, Jamaica, Hifpa-

niola, and Porto-Rico are called the greater Antilles)

upon the coaft of Curaccoes, or windward coafl: of the

Spanifli main, their principal fettlement is the fmall ifland

of Curafo, lies about eight leagues from the Terra Firma,

in 12 D. N. Lat. The Dutch took it from the Spa-

niards anno 1634 ; their chief bufinefs is an interloping

fmuggling trade with the windward coaft of the Spanifli

main. Adjoining to it are the Dutch fmall iflands of

Aruba eaftward, and weftward are Bonaire, Aves, Roca,

and Orcilla, of no confideration.

3. Guiana; their chief fettlement is Surinam. It was

taken by the Dutch from the Englifli in the beginning of
king Charles the fecond's reign, and confirmed to them
by the treaty of Breda anno 1667, in exchange for New-
York copfirmed to the Englifli. Here are three pro-

prietors concerned, viz. The Dutch Weft-India com-
pany, the town of Amfterdam, and admiral Somelfdike's

heirs. It is garrifoned by a detachment of one man out

of each Dutch foot company of regular troops. It is a

fugar colony ; they keep their books in light pieces of
eight, royals, and ftivers ; fix ftivers make a royal •, eight

royals make a piece of eight. Their currency twenty

per cent, worfe than the currency in Holland ; a Holland's

guilder
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guilder pafles for twenty-four ftivers ; their large xur-
rency is transferring biils~of exchange upon Amiterdam,
at the difference of twenty per cent, a heavy piece of
eight pafTes for three guilders.

New-England has a confiderable trade with Surinam
for molaffes. Surinam government, by proclamation

Jan. 27, 1705, N. S. allow the importation of [c] hories

and neat cattle from our colonies, at an impoft of {ttv^n

guilders per head, with tonnage of feven guilders per lafl

of two ton fhipping-, there is alfo a duty of five per

cent, out (fix per cent, inward) upon two third value of
goods.

Weft or to the leeward of Surinam is Barbice, a new
fettlement, belonging to a feparate company, in a very

thriving way ; Ihares are fold at a very great advance.

Weft of Barbice is another Dutch fettlement Efquibe

(the Englifti feamen, much guilty of corrupting foreign

words, call it Ife a Cape) this furnifties good mill timber

for all the Weft-India fugar fettlements, and produces

quantities of Balfam Capivi, the beft of all the medicinal

natural balfems.

Cayenne, a fmall French fettlement in Guiana, eaft,

that is to windward of Surinam ; it lies in N. Lat, 4 D.

^^ M. it is a fugar colony. New-England fends two or

three floops to Cayenne yearly for molaftes.

St. Thomas [^], one of the Virgin-iflands, is compre-

hended in the commifllon of the governor-general of

our Jeeward iflands -, at prefent it is in poffefTion of a

Danifti company ; feldom any company's ftiips to be feen

there. The king of Denmark has a negative in all their

proceedings ; they may raife about 2,500,000 lb. weight

of fugar per annum \ they raife fome cotton j here is a

\c\ In New-England there is a breed of fmall mean horfes called

Jades or Surinamers; thefe run and feed in the wafte lands at little ox

no charge, and are ihipped off to Surinam for the ufe of their mills,

iSc. in the fugar plantations.

\d\ vVe annex the following fhort paragraphs to render our eau-

meration of the American fettlements from Europe complete.

Brande-
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Bi-andebourg or Pruffian faftory. Ail their ordinances

and public writings are in Hollands or low Dutch, which

is the mother- tongue of the ifland. ^ Their currency is as

in Surinam. It is a fort of neutral port, but under good

ceconomy.

,

Tobago lies in 1 1 D. 30 M. N. lat. 59 D. W. from

London, about forty leagues fouth from Barbadoes, near

the Spanilh ifland Trinadad, which lies near the mouth
of the river Oranoke. King Charles II made a grant of

it to the duke of Courland, to be fettled only by the fub-

jeds of England and Courland. The duke of Courland

made feVeral grants in it to Englifhmen, but it continues

not fettled.

St. Crux. The Englilh, French, and Danilh have at

times claimed it ; it continues a neutral ifland, lies fouth

from the Virgin-iflands.

V. Britifli firjl American difioveries, and Well-India

ijland fettlements.

I COME to a clofe of the introdu6lory account of Ame-
rican affairs in general, which has infenlibly fwelled in the

handling, much beyond my firft plan •, I hope it is not

tedious to the curious and intelligent reader. We now
enter upon the principally intended fubjecl, the Britifli

fettlements in America. An author, without oitentation

defigning a common good, may endeavour to conciliate

attention and faith in his readers. As no man is born

with the inftincl or innate knowledge of his native or
mother country, and does not generally enter upon fuch

refearches until 25 iEt- the air of the foil and juvenile

converfation do not much contribute towards this :

therefore a perfon not a native, but not a foreigner,

who comes into any country at that age, and enters upon
and profecutes fuch invefl:igations from perfonal obferva-

tions, and credible correfpondencies for a courfe of thirty

years, may write, as if born in the country. I hope
critics, natives of any of thefe our cdlonies, will not

reckon
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reckon it a prefumption in me to aflay the following ac-

counts ', eipecially as at prefent, no native appears to un-
dertake this laborious, but ufeful, performance ; I ac-

knowledge it to be a performance not of genius, but of
labour and method to render it diftind and clear.

The American colonies cannot be claimed by the feve-

ral European nations from preoccupancy (they were not
derelids, but in pofleffion of the aboriginal Indians) nor
by inheritance, nor by what the law of nature and nations

deem ajuftifiable conqueft ; therefore the adventuring
European powers, could only give to fome of their par-
ticular fubjeds an exclufive grant of negociating and
pnrchafing from the natural proprietors the native Indi-
ans, and thereupon a power of jurifdiftion.

Formerly priority of difcovery, even without a conti-

nued occupancy or poiTeffion, was deemed a good claim :

Thus we originate our claims in North-America from the

Cabots coafting from Prima Vifta in 66 D. to 34 D. N.
lat. although for near a century following, we made no
fettlements there, and did not fo much as navigate the
coaft ; becaufe Henry VIII was a vicious prince, the af-

fairs ot his wives, and perplexities with the church, gave
him full employment ; Edward VI was a minor ; queen
Mary a wicked woman and bigotted Roman Catholic,

her fole attention was to re-eftablifh popery, at that time
wearing out of fafhion, in a moft inhuman, execrable,

furious, zealous manner -, good queen Elizabeth, a great
encourager of trade and navigation in fome refpeds,
but had the diftreffing of the Spaniards, and proteftion
of the Dutch, more in her intentions, than the making of
difcoveries and fettlements in America. Royal grants
of lands if not occupied, and in procefs of time if an-

other grant (with occupancy) is made toothers, the firf

grant becomes void. Thus duke Hamilton's grant ii

the Naraganfet country •, Mr. Mafon's grant of New]
Hampfhire ; and many grants in the N. E. parts 01

New England are become void.
j

Th
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The Cabots of Venetian extradl, anno 1495, obtained

from king Henry VII a patent for the property of all lands

they Ihouid difcover weilward of Europe ; one fifth of

the clear profit is referved to the king. Henry VII was

a lover and hoarder up of money. They fitted out

from Briftol anno 1496 j proceeded along the north fhore

of America till obftruded by the ice ; then they turned

their courfe fouthward ; and at length their provifions

proving fcanty, they were obliged to put off for England.

Thus the Cabots in the name of, and by commiffions

from, the crown of England, began to range the continent

of North-America, before Columbus from the crown of

Spain difcovered any part of the continent of America ;

from 149210 1498, Columbus difcovered only the iflands

in the gulph of Mexico. The Cabots were good in-

duftrious navigators, they were the firft who weathered

the north Cape of Europe.

The next patent for difcoveries and fettlements in

America was March 25, 1584, to [^] Sir Walter Raleigh

and affbciates, for difcovering and planting lands in

North-America, not aftually polTelTed by any Chriftian

prince : that fame year two fmall vefTels were fent via

Canaries and the Caribbee-iflands (this, in thefe days was
reckoned the only route of navigation for any part of

America) to trade upon that coaft •, upon their return,

in honour to the virgin queen Elizabeth, it was called

Virginia, reaching fo far north as the gulph of St. Lau-

{/] Sir Walter Raleigh, of a good but reduced family in Devon-
Ihire, was handfome, robuft, and eloquent, had a liberal education, and
was brought up at the inns of court ; he was much in favour with
queen Elizabeth, and difcovered Guiana anno i qgi;. He was in the

plot againfl; king James I, with lord Cobham, Grey, &c, convifted and
condemned for high treafon ; he was thirteen years in prifon, and
wrote the hifloryof the world; he projected a fcheme to liberate him-
felf, by propofing to the court the difcovery of a gold mine in Guiana
(he was naturally a mighty hunter after mines of minerals, metals, and
precious ftones) was fitted out, proceeded, and returned empty ; being
unfuccefsful, and by the refentment of Gundamore the Spaniih am-
baffador at the court of England, his former fentence was averred, and
he was beheaded.

,

rence.
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rence. Anno 1585, Sir Walter fent Sir Richard Gren-

ville, with feveral veiTels and 108 people, to begin a plan-

tation-, they landed upon the ifland Roanoke near the

mouth of Albemarle river in North- Carolina. Sir

Francis Drake, from the Spanifh Weft-Indies, by way of

the gulph of Florida ftream, touched in Roanoke anno

1586; thefe people fettlers diflatisfied, moft of them
returned with him to England. Anno 1587 and 1589,

Mr. White, with the charafter of governor, brought

over fome people to Cape Hatteras, but effefted no fettle-

ment.

No further attempt worth mentioning was made un-

til anno 1606, Sir V/alter Raleigh, by his attainder, hav-

ing forfeited his patent, feveral adventurers petitioned the

king for grants, and a grant was made to two companies,

in one charter, viz. to the London adventurers from 34
D. to 41 D. N. lat. the other company was the Briftol,

Exeter, Plymouth, &c. adventurers, from 38 D. to 45 D.

N. lat. Thus perhaps the uncommon and confequent-

ly neglefted part from Cape Charles to Connefticut might

fall into the Dutch hands. In the firll company of ad-

venturers feveral noblemen and gentlemen obtained a

patent with power of government for a certain diftrift,

the jurifdi6lion to be in a preiident and ftanding council

;

they fitted out Capt. Newport, with three fhips and 100

fettlers ; they failed into Chefepeak-Bay, and fifty miles

up James river, and began a fettiement called James-town.

Here properly begins the firil planting of our eldeft co-

lony Virginia; the further narrative of this colony be-

longs to the fe6lion of Virginia.

The other company in the fame chart/sr of anno 1606,

called the company of Plymouth, or Weft-country ad-

venturers, viz. Sir John Popham chief-juftice. Sir Fer-

dinand Gorge governor of Plymouth, ^c. began their

adventures in trade and fettlements at Sagadahoc in New-
England, about the fame time.

Their firft adventure was taken by the Spaniard:

anno 1608, they fitted out captains Popham and Gilbert

with
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with people or fettlers, and ftores, and built a fort, St.

George, near Sagadahock •, it came to nothing. Anno
1 614, Capt. Smith, fome time preiident of Virginia,

called the traveller, a good folid judicious writer in

general, fitted out two fhips and made a good voyage in

trade ; upon his return to England, he prefented a plan

of the country to the court, and it was called New-Eng-
land. As after a few years the London company dilTolved,

fo, it feems, was the l^te of this company -, and anno 1 620,

Nov. 3, king James I granted to a company of adven-

turers called the council of Plymouth, forty in number,

all lands from 40 D. to 48 D. N. lat. keeping up the

claim to New Netherlands, or Nova Belgia, at that time

in poffeffion of the Dutch, at prefent the Britifh colonies

of New-York, New--Jerfies, and Penfylvania. This [/]
jcouncil of Plymouth made feveral grants which were

found faulty from their indiftinftnefs, and having no
power to delegate jurifdidlion. Here we mufl; break off,

and refer the further Narration to the feftions of the

New-England colonies, which were the council of

Plymouth grants.

The firil inducements of the Englifli adventurers to

take out patents for countries or lands in America, and
to fufFer fo much in fettling, were the hopes of finding

rich mines of minerals, metals, and precious Hones, and
a thorough-fare to the Eaft-Indies or Spice-iilands. Af-
ter fome time thefe projectors finding themlelves dif-

appointed, the old patents were negledted or anhihiiated :

in the end of James the firft's reign, and beginning of
Charles I, new grants were procured ; but by reafon

of the following civil confufions and divifions, the con-
ditions of thefe new grants were not complied with -, and
people fit down at pleafure and at random. Upon the

[/] The company or council of Plymouth, by their charter or
patent, had a power to convey any portion of their granted lands to

any of his majefty's fubjeds : after having made many indiftincl and
interfering grants, they furrendered their charter to the crown, by an ,

inflrument under their common feal, June 7, 1635.

Vol. I. I reftoration
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reftoration of king Charles II, thefe fettlers petitioned for

pecuHar grants (as we {hall obferve in the feveral feftions

of colonies) particularly of Maryland, Carolina, New-
York, Connefticut, Rhode -i (lands.

The firft grants fronv the crown were generally ex-

preffed to run back inland loo miles ; afterwards the ftyle

was due weft to the South-feas, or until they met with

fome other Chriftian fettlement ; fometimes it is exprefled

from fea to fea, eaft and weft : at prefent the words are

to run back indefinitely. Many of the firft grants were

by falfe or uncertain defcriptions, and did interfere with

one another ; as we may obferve in the hiftory of their

feveral boundaries in procefs of time reftified and at pre-

fent fettled.

The fettling of our fundry colonies have been upon fe-

veral occafions, and from various beginnings. New-Eng-

land was firft fettled by people from England, tenacious

of their own non-conformift way of religious worftiip,

and refolved to endure any hardftiips, 'viz. a very diftant

removal, inclemencies of the climate, barrennefs of the

foil, &,c. in order to enjoy their own way of thinking,

called gofpel-privileges, in peace and purity. Our Weft-

India illands have been fettled or increafed, fom.e of them

by Royalifts, fome by Parhamentarians ; fome by [g] To-

ries, fome by Whigs, at different times fugitives or exiles

from their native country. Virginia and Maryland have

been for many years, and continue to be a fink for

tranfported criminals. Pennfylvania being the property

of Mr. Penn, a Quaker ; he planted it with Qiiakers (as

Lord Baltimore for the fame reafon at firft planted Ma-
ryland with Roman Carthohcs) it is lately very much

increafed by huft^andmen fwarming from Ireland and

Germany.

[g] Whig and Tory, originally were reciprocal party cant names of

contempt, they began in the reign of king Charles II, Tories aflerted

paffive-obedience and non-refiftance, as a prerogative of the ciown;

whigs maintained that liberty and property was a natural privilege of

the people.

2. The
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1, 1'be Britifh ijland fettkmenls.

THE Britifh American colonies, efpecially their iflands

in and near the gulph of Mexico, are the Spaniih leav-

ings ; the Spaniards, their firft dilcoverers, made no ac-

count of them ; and when the Englilh began to fettle

them, they were not difturbed by the Spaniard, as if be-

low their notice^ The Englifh at firft had no other de-

fign there, only to diftrefs the Spaniards. Thus Sir Francis

Drake ;nade feveral depredations there, but no fettle-

men t ; anno 1585 he took St. Domingo, Carthagena,

and St. Auguftine, and foon quitted them. Anno 1597,
Porto Rico was conquered by the Engliih, but dropped.

The Britiih American ifland governments may be
enumerated under thefe heads, viz. The two fmall fettle-

ments of Bermudas and Providence, or Bahama-Iilands,
and the three general governments of Barbadoes, Lee-
ward-lflands, and Jamaica : thefe three governments
are called the Britifh fugar iflands. As at prefent fugar

is of general ufe, and occafions a vaft branch of public

revenue to the nations of Great-Britain, France, and
Flolland, a digreffion concerning fugar may be accept-

able. - -

A digreffion concerning fugar.

THE ancient Greeks and Romans ufed honey only for

fweetning ; fugar was notknown amongft them. Paulus
iEgineta, a noted compiler of medical hifiory, and one
of the laft Greek writers upon that fubjeft, about anno
625, is the firft who exprefly mentions fugar ; it was at

firft called, Mel arundinaceum, that is, reed or cane honey.
It came from China, by way of the Eaft'-Indies and
Arabia to Europe. As fpirits (fpiritus ardentesj not
above a century ago were ufed only as officinal cordials,

but now are become an endemical plague every where,
being a pernicious ingredient in moft of our beverages :

I 2 fo
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fo formerly fugar was only ufed in fyrups, conferves, and

fiich like Arabian medicinal compofitions. It is at pre-

fent become of univerfal and moft noxious nfe ; it fouls

our animal juices, and produces fcrophulas, fcurvys, and
other putrid diibrders •, by relaxing the folids, it occafions

watery fwellings, and catarrhous ails -, it induces hyfteric

and other nervous diforders •, therefore fhould be fparingly

ufed, efpecially by our weaker fexj they are naturally of a

Fibra laxa.

The illand colonies (in a peculiar manner they are

called the Weft-Indies) had the fugar-cane from the Bra-

zils ; the Portugueze of Brazil might have them from

their fettlements in the [hi Eaft-Indies. At prefent the

flavour and fmell of our fugars, and of thofe from Brazil

differ confiderably ; this may be attributed to what the

French call, Le gout de terroir ; thus it is with with wines

from tranfplanted vines •, Virginia tobacco, and Brazil,

and Varinas tobacco differ upon this account.

Arundo faccharifera C. B. P. fugar-cane, are the bo^

tanical Latin and Englifh tribe names ; it grows to five,

fix, or more feet high j articulated or jointed with a

gramineous or reed leaf. The canes are generally plant-

ed in Auguft, and cut down from Chriftmas to June of

the following, not the fame, year ; they are from fixteen

to twenty-two months upon the ground. This produce

allows of a great latitude as to gathering in, without any

[h] China boafls much of the antiquity of its policy, and not without

reafon. They feem to be the elder brother of all the nations in Aiia,

Africa, and Europe j we can trace, even in our records, which do not

go back exceeding 2500 years, many notable things from thence, fuch

as the filk-worm, the fugar-cane, the fmall-pox, Sc. America having

no known land communication wiih them, and the intermediate navi-

gation fo long, that until the late improvements in navigation, Ame-
rica and the moon were much upon the fame footing with refpeft to

Europe, Afia, and Africa. Hence it is, that upon pur difcoveries of

America, exceepting fpeech, which is natural to mankind, they feem to

have been only a gregarious fort of man-brutes ; that is, they lived in

tribes or herds and nations, without letters or arts further than to ac-

quire the neceffaries of life.

confide rable.
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confiderable lofs : if cut reafonably and foon, they yield

more juice, but lefs rich than if left (landing a few months
longer : moreover, canes that might have been cut at the

end of December, the planters are under a neceffity to

keep fome of them growing until June, to furnifh pro-

vender, which is cane-tops, for their cattle. One gallon

of cane liquor may yield about one pound three quarters

of fugar ; a pot of 60 wt. of fugar, may drop about
three gallons molaffes ; one gallon moiaffes, if good,
yields near one gallon rum or proof fpirit ; by claying

fugars lofe above two ievenths, which runs into moiaffes :

the difference upon the improvement of fugars generally

is in this proportion, viz. If mufcovadoe fell at 25 ^. per
cent. wt. firft clays fell at 35, fecond clays at 45, third

clays at s^s-

The manufafture is reckoned equal in value to the
produce or cultivation ; it has many chargeable articles,

the mill, the boiling-houfe, the curing-houfe, llill-houfe,

itore-houfe. Sugars are diftinguifhed into mufcavadoes,
by the French called Sugar bis or brute, firft, ^fecond, and
third clayings or refinings.

The cultivation of the cane ; a length of few joints

or knots laid fiat or horizontally in holes ; thefe holes are

half a foot deep or better, three feet long, two feet wide

;

thirty good field negroes may hoe an acre a day -, from
each joint or oculus proceeds a reed of canes.

In Barbadoes the charge of cultivation and manufac-
ture of fugar (fuppofing the labour hired, as it happens
in fome particular circumftances) is about 15/. per acre,

an acre at a medium is reckoned to produce 2500/.
wt. fugar ; therefore all exceeding 1 2 j. per cent. wt. in

the price of fugars, is clear profit to the planter. N. B.
The rum defrays the ordinary expence of the planta-
tion. They allow one good field negro for one acre
canes, all labour included. The labour is very confi-

derable (fuppofing the ground well cleared and brought
to) viz. hoUin^, planting, dunging, weeding, hilling,

and cutting.

I 3 After
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After the firfl purchafe, the charge of a fugar plan-

tation negro, is very fmall, not exceeding 40 s. per annum.

for cloathing and feeding ; when full cloathed, it is

jacket and breeches for the men ; jacket and petticoats

for the women of Oznabrigs at 9^. per yard, and a

coarfe red milled cap •, the negroes of one plantation live

in contiguous huts like an African town ; are allowed

fome Ihort time, viz. Saturday afternoon, and Sundays,

with a fmall fpot of ground to raife provifions for them-

felves ', or, if new negroes, are allowed one pint of Guinea

corn, one fait herring, or an equivalent per day in other

provifions of fait mackarel, dryed falt-fiih, Indian corn,

i^c. Barbadoes requires a fupply of 4000 or 5000 new
negroes ^d'r annum.

The planters divide their cane-lands into thirds, viz.

one third {landing canes, another third new-planted

canes, and the othe^ third fallow. In Barbadoes they

plant every crop or fecond crop \ in the other ifland

they have ratoons, or fecond, third, fourth, ^c. crops

from the fame roots, but every fucceeding year they

yield lefs.

The quantity of fugar imported per annum from the

Britifh fugar-iilands to Great-Britain is about 8o,ooo t

85,000 hogfheads, at 1000 wt. per hogfhead.

In imitation of the French, by an aft of parliamen

1739, Britifh fugars are allowed to be carried diredlly,

without entring in Great-Britain, to any foreign port

fouth of Cape Finiflerre, under certain reftriclionstO'

long for our enumeration. About fifty years ago thd'

French were chiefly fupplied with fugars from Great-

Britain ; at prefent they fupply themfelves, and can af-

ford to underfell us in all markets, the Mediterranean,

Holland, Hamburgh, ^c.
An exaft minute lift of the fucceflive governors in the

feveral iflands, is fcarce of any hiftorical ufe, unlefs

where fome things remarkable have happened during

their government •, therefore without making much en-

quiry, I fliall only mention thofe who eafily occur.

TheJ
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The Weft-India iflands, together with Virginia, Mary-
land, and the CaroUnas, are of vaft profit to Great-Britain,

by the labour of above three hundred thoufand flaves,

maintained at a very fmall charge. Here we obferve a

fort of puritanical, grofs error, in the Utopian charter-

conftitution of the colony of Georgia, not allowing of

the labour of flaves, and, by the experience of feveral

years, this feems to be a principal reafon of the fettle-

ment coming to nothing. By ads of their alTemblies,

flaves or negroes are real eiiate, but may be fued for

and recovered by perfonal aftion. If it were not for the

negroes and Mulattoes born in thefe colonies reckoning

themfelves natives, it would be impoffible to keep fo

many able- bodied flaves in fubjeftion by a few valetu-

dinary white men : there have been, from time to

time, infurre6tions of negroes ; but were difcovered,

and the ringleaders executed in the moft cruel and

deterring manner that could be contrived. Slaves in

any felonious cafe are tried, not by a jury and grand

feffions, but by two jufl:ices, and three freeholders ; a

majority condemns them and orders execution. They
generally value new negroes in this manner ; a negro of

JO -^t. and of 40 ^t. are upon a par^ from 20 to

25 ^t. is reckoned their prime ; from 40 lEt. upwards,

their value gradually decreafes, as it does from 10 Mt,
downwards.

Their voyages from London to Barbadoes or Leeward
iflands are fix to feven weeks ; but home to London not

fo much ; when out of the trade-winds, the wefterly

winds and a wefterly fwell or fea generally prevail.

In thefe iflands the rains (within the tropics, the

Indians number their years by rains ; v/ithout the tro-

pics, they reckon by fucceflion of winters) begin at the

end of May, continue frequent for three months, and
abate gradually to December. Hurricanes are from the

-middle of July to the middle of September: Barba-

does and the Leeward-iflands are not much troubled

- I 4 with
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with hurricanes ; but have at times violent gufts of wind,

when the trade or eafterly winds change per north (lailors

call it going againft the fun) to weft, with a rolhng fea

from the Leeward. The fea breeze begins between eight

and nine hours morning, increafes till noon, retains its

full ftrength till three afternoon, and gradually decreafes

to about five in the evening.

Even in their breezes, the air feems to refemble the

fuffocating breezes along the fands of the deferts of

Libya, or like the fteam and exhalation from burning

charcoal : their air feems to be'impregnated with fome
volatile acid fulphur, which, to a very inconvenient de-

gree, rufts iron, and cankers other metals : it keeps the

blood and fpirits in a continued fret. In that climate I

never could apply m.yfelf to a ferious intenfe way of

thinking exceeding half an hour ; fome conftitutions

are kept in a continued fmall degree of a phrenzy ; hence

proceed the many ralh, paffionate aftions amongft the

Creoles. In the north continent of America, for two or

three weeks in July (dog-days are only aftrological cant

names amiongft the vulgar ; the hot weather of the fea-

fon, not the influence of the ftars are in the cafe) the

weather is fometimes fo hot, as to rarify the air too

m;uch; by relaxing its fpring and adtion occafions fudden

deaths, palfies, and the like nervous affedtions (inafuetis)

in the human fpecies and other animals -, beginning of

July, 1734, unufually hot; for a continuance of fome

days, eight or nine people die fuddenly : at the writing

of this July 8, and 1-5, 16, Httle wind fouth-wefterly, in-

tenfely melting hot, but not fulphureous and ftifling as

in the Weft-Indies ; fcarce any thunder hitherto.

Befides regular tides, they have uncertain windward

and leeward currents : with a windward current, new

and full moon tides flow about three feet ; they flow

longer than they ebb.

Their general fupply for charges of government is

a poll-tax upon negroes, and an excife upon liquors

imported.
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imported. They have a Very good regulation, that no

freeholder's perfon can be arrelled for debt ; thus his

labour is not loft to the public by a time of confine-

ment, and he cannot readily run in debt exceeding the

value of his freehold. It is to be wilhed, that this wife

regulation may be introduced into our continent colo-

nies.

The Spaniards and Portuguefe in their firft American

navigations, very providently put on fnore upon the in-

tervening head-lands and iilands, fome live ftock, par-

ticularly neat cattle and fwine, to multiply by propaga-

tion, towards a future refrefhment and fuppiy of provi-

fions in their voyages.

The general food of the Europeans there, and of their

flaves, comes next in courfe •, it is moftly vegetable [z].

Here we may previouily obferve, that the plants or

vegetables between the tropics are fo various from our

European tribes, they feem to require a diftincl fyftem

of botany, or ought to be reduced to fome order by
annexing to each tribe of European plants, fome co-

rollaries of the afEnes •, but without coming m.uch into

natural hiftory, I am afraid fome readers judge me too

prolix.

The food of their negro flaves, and of the common
labourers and white fervants, m.ay be divided into,

[/] Dr. Sloane, afterward Sir Kans Sloane, anno 1 6g6, publiflied a

book Catalogus plantarmn qua in injiila Jamaica, Madera, Barbadoes,

Nevis et St. Chriftophori najcuntur; feu prodromus hijloria naturalis

"Jarnakcc, pars prima. He has been fufRciently burlefqued on this

afFair ; he gives no account of any part of natural hiftory excepting of
plants, and of thofe no defcription, only pedantic long lifts of iniipid

fynonyma from various authors ; Dr. De Ruifeau of Barbadoes told

me, that he was only eleven days upon that ifland, and pretends to give

the natural hiftory of the ifland. Thus de la Motray publifhed feveral

volumes in folio of his travels, amongft others, his travels in New >

England ; who to my certain knowledge refided there only a few days,

and was very conftantly at home in his lodgings in Eoflon, with com-
pany of no intelligence.

I. Their
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I. Their bread kind. i. Cerealia, [y^] rice, [/] Guinea

corn, [»2] Indian corn. 2. Legumina, or piilfe kind, viz.

[n] kidney-beans, [0] peas. 3. RootSj viz. [^] yams, [^] po-

[^] Rice is referred to the feftion of Carolina.

[/j Milium Indicum album et nigrum Plinii', Carney^ Sorgum. tab.

Guinea corn : it may be called a perennial, holding good many years

from the fame root ; the grain is more nourifhing and wholfome than
Indian corn, and goes farther : the leaves and tops are good pro-

vender for cattle

[ffi] Mays granis aureis T . Frumentum Indicum Mays diSlum. C. B. P.

Indican corn : this is a principal American bread kind : a further ac-

count of it is referred to the fedions of New-England.
\n\ Phafeolus Indiais a?muus Glaher, fru£iu tumidiore minore 'variorum,

colorum ahfqiie hilo. Kidney-beans, which in North-America are called

Indian or French beans. This we refer to Neyy- England.

Fhafeolus maximus perennis, Jloribusfpicatis fpeciqfs, alhis, ftliquis hreui-

hus latis, femen album hilo albido, Sloane. White bonavifta, large as a

common kidney- bean, much eat with boiled meat.

Do. Seiniiie rufo, red bonaviil.

Phafeolus ereFius minor, fetnitie fpharico albido, hilo nigra ; Pifum quartmit

feu fifaVirgiiiiana. C. B. P. Calavances, this properly belongs to the

fedlion of Virginia.

Do. FruSiu rubra, red calavances.

[0] Pifum hortenfe majus,JlorefruBuque alio. C. B. P. Garden peas,

from Europe planted thrive well.

Anagyris Indica leguminofa, fliquis torofis. Herm. Par. Bat. Pigeon

Peas : this Ihrub, or fmall tree, grows to twelve or fifteen feet high,

and holds for fome years ; the fruit refembles a 'vicia, called horfe peas

;

they eat it with boiled meat.

\p\ Volubulis nigra, radice alba aut purpurafcente, maxima, tuherofay

efculenta, fari'nacea, caule memhranulis extantibus alata, folio cordato ner'vofo.

Sloane. Inhama Lifitamrum Clufi,H. LXXVIII. pi'obably it came
from Guinea. It is the principal andbeft food of the negroes; hence

it is that in general to eat, is called to yaam. This root grows fome-

times as big as a man's thigh ; the reddifh are more fpungy ; the white

ate belt, and not fo cloyingly fweet as the Weft-India potatoes ; many
of the beft white people ufe it for bread; to me it was more agreeable

than bread of wheat-iiower.

Iq] Potatoes of two different kinds or tribes.

Con-volt'ulus radice tuberofa efcidejita dulci, fpinachieefolio, fore magna

t

pnrpurafcei.ts, patula. Batatas Chfii, H. LXXVIII. Weft-India, Ber-

mudas, Carolina potatoes ; they are natives of America, but do not

thrive to the northward of Maryland, becaufe of the coldnefs of the

climate. Clufius's defcription and icons are good ; it is planted from

fomc Imall incipient roots, or fome ilices of the large roots, having an

tatoes,
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tatoes, [r] cafTada. 4. Fruits, viz> [s'\ plantanes,

[/] bananes.

oculus or bud, in the fame manner as the folanum tuberofum, called

Irifli potatoes ; the leaves fpread along the ground like convolvulus;

the flower is pentapetalous ; the piftillum becomes the fruit containing

many fmall feeds.

Do. Radice r2ifjifcente.

Do. Radice alba.

Do. Radice carulefcente.

Thefe continue permanently the fame, are lufcioufly fweet ; when too

ripe or long kept, they become fibrous or ftringy ; the yellov/ is th-e

moft common and beft flavoured,

Solaniim efctdeftfun tuberofum, C. B. P. Arachldna Theophrajii fortes

fapas PeruanorumChrJii, H. LXXIX. his icons are very good. Irifli

potatoes ; they grov/ kindly all over America ; in the northern parts

the frofl: takes them foon j the roots are a number of tubers of various

fizes connected by filaments, ftalks, two or three feet ereft ; the leaves

alternate, conjugated with an impar, of a dark green, the whole ha-
bit hairy ; the flowers monopetalous in umbels whitifli, fruit foft, with
many flat feeds j the large bulbs are ufed for food ; the fmall bulbs are

committed to the earth again, and are called feed potatoes; an Irifli

idiom, roots for feed. They are planted in the fpring, and dug up
in September for ufe. Gafpar Bauhine fays, they were brought from
Virginia to England, thence to France and the other countries of Eu-
rope. Clufius thinks it was carried from New Spain to Old Spain,

and from thence to Italy and the Netherlands, and propagated at pre-

fent all over Europe.

Do, Radice alba, whitifli potatoes.

Do. Radice rufufce7ite, reddifli potatoes.

Do. Radicefa'vefcente, potatoes with a bluifli cafi:.

Do. Flore albo. H. R. P. French potatoes ; thefe are flatter, larger,

lefs Ibbated, of a finer texture ; this at prefent is much admired, does
not yield fo well, is not fo eaflly hurt by the froft.

[r'\ Ricinus hmzor njiticis obtufo folio, caule njerrucofo, Jlore pentape-

talo albido, ex cujus radice tuherofa (fucco ^jenenato turgido) Americani

panetn conficiimt, Caffada. The Englilh, after it is well dried, grind it

and bake it into cakes. The French eat it in crumbles, called farine,

or farine de Manihot ; they vidual their Wefli-India coafling-vefl^els

with this.

[.fj Mifa fruBu cucumerino longiori, Plumer. Mufa caudice <viridt,

fruBu longiori fuccuknto Angulofo, Sloane. Pahna hwrnilis longis latifq^ue

foliis, plantanes. This tree grows fromfixteen to twenty feet high ; a
very large, firm, long palni-leaf, ufed in thatching of huts, and good
bedding for the poor ; boiled or roafled it is ufed in place of bread.

\_i\ Mufa caudice maculato frudu reSlo rotundo, breviore odorato. Hort.

Bcamontf Bananas. Does not differ much from the former.

II. Filh
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II. Filli and flefh are moftly a foreign importation,

viz. fait herrings from Scotland and Ireland ; one bar-

rel of herrings is reckoned equivalent to two quintals

dried falt-fiih, dried refufe falt-fifh (cod, haddock, haake,

and polluck) from New-England and Newfoundland,
barreled fait mackarel from New-England ; they fome-

times ufe the country frefli produce of [u] flying fifh,

and [w] land-crabs, and [x] foldiers. They feldom are

allowed any Irifh falt-beef ; it is referved for the planters

or landlords, their managers, overfeers, and other white

fervants. Some negroes are allowed for their own ac-

count and profit to raife young pork (Weit-India young
pork is delicious) and poultry, which they carry to

market, but feldom eat of it. Their mofl delicious difb

for a regale, is a pepper-pot or negro-pot compounded
of falt-fifh, falt-flelh of any kind, grain and pulfe of all

kinds, much feafoned with [y] capficum or Guinea-

pepper •, it is fomething like a Spanilh oleo, or New-
foundland fhowdder,

[u] Hirundo, Catefby : the flying-filh, called alfo by the native her-

rings. By a pair of large fins it bears itfelf up in the air for a ftiort

time, and to a fmall diftance.

[fiv\ Cancer terrejiris cuniculos fuh terra agens, Sloane. They are very

plenty, and good food, called land-crabs.

[xj Cancellus terrejiris, Carib. The hermit crab, or foldier, from

their red colour. Their fore-part and claws are cruftaceous ; their

hinder part foft, only a membranous integument, which they fecure in

the empty (hells of fizable buccinums, and carry the fliell along with

them, not as an original property but as a derelidl.

S^y\ There are many kinds of capficums j we ftiall only mention

three ; they are a monapetalous, membranous fruit.

Capficumfiliqua lata et rugofa. Park. Bell or long- pepper; it is an-

nual, has a longer leaf than moft capficums ; is larger than a walnut,

and when firll ripe, red, and membranous. Planted in New-England
^

it conies to maturity, but is pickled when green.

Capjicum minus fruSu par'vo pyramidali ereSo, Sloane. Piper Indicum

minimum, /urreiiis Jiliquis ohlojigis ereBis par'vis . This is much ufed in

Earbadoes, and is called Barbadoes pie.mento, or Barbary pepper.

Cafficimi minus fruBu rotunda ereilo par'vo acerrimo, Sloane. Bird-

pepper. Thefe lal1: two dried and powdered, are intenfely hot (almofl:

caullic) and fold over America by the name of Cayenne-butter, or

Surinam pepper.
' The
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The provender for their neat cattle and horfes befides

-cane-tops, and tops of Guinea corn already mentioned,

[2 J is Scotch grafs.

Scorpions, fcolopendras or forty legs, chigoes, fand-

flies, vena medini, or Guinea worm, mufketoes, ants,

bed-bugs cimices leflularii, (^c. very troublefome and
great nufances in thefe climates, we Ihall not defcribe,

having already tired the readers who have no notion of

natural hiftory : but we cannot omit that great nufance

to navigation called the [^a\ worm, pernicious efpecially

to new fliips ; at firft only in the Weft-Indies, but have

from thence been carried with fhips, and do propagate

in Carolinia, Virgin a, Maryland. They have got fo far

north as New-England, and lately have done confidera-

ble damage in the port of Newport, colony of Rhode-
Ifland : it is to be hoped, that a fevere freezing winter

may deftroy them, as it did in Holland anno 1730, when
thofe worms, by eating and honey-combing of the piles

of their dikes, between the higheft and loweft water-

marks, put the country in danger of being undammed or

drowned.

I infenfibly deviate into fomething of the natural hi-

ftory of thefe countries ; but as it is not within the com-
pafs of my original defign, which was their current and
political hiftory in a fummary way ; I fhali only briefly

relate and defcribe by the proper claffical names (which

hitherto has not been done by authors) that part of their

natural produce which is ufed in common food, in deli-

cacies, and as commodities in trade.

fjs] Panicum •vulgareJpica multipllci afperiufcula. T. Gramen paniceum
/pica di'vifa, C. B. P. Scots grafs : perhaps fo called, becaufe plenty in

the diftridl of Barbadoes called Scotland ; and not as a plant or herbage
from Scotland in Great-Britain : it is perennial, and alforas many cut-

tings or crops per annum.

\a\ Terredo or Xylophagus maritms, tuhulo conchoidis, from one inch to

one foot long; the extremity of their head refembles a double bit of

that kind of borer called an augur.

I. The
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1. The common food is moilly already mentioned,
to thefewe may add ducks of feveral kinds, plover," wikl

[b] pigeons, wild hogs, [c] lobfters, [d\ cray-fifh, [<?] ri-

ver-crabs, [/] fea-crabs, the [^] fea-tortoife or turtle as

the failors call them.

2. Some of their delicacies are many forts of cucum-
bers, melons, and the like of the gourd kind ; [/&] ci-

trons [z] oranges, [y^] lemons, fugar- cane already men-

[^J Palumbus migraforins. Catefby. Palumhus torquatus. Aldrovand.
The wild pigeon, pigeon of pafiage, or ring dove : thefe are plenty at

certain feafons all over America, and of great benefit in feeding the

poor. The French call them ramicr ; the Dutch call them ringle duif,

'wilde duif, boora duif.

\c] Afacus marinus; lobller.

\d\ Aftacus flinnatiUs, the cray-fifli.

\e\ Cancerfltcviatilis ; river crab. Thefe two periodically quit their

old cruftaceous exuvi^, and at that time have a kind of iicknefs (as

we obferve in filk-worms in their feniums, fo called) and do difgorge

from their ftomach fome lapilli, calculi, or bezoar called ocidi cancri, or

crabs eyes. A'". B. The teflacea fo called, nji%. bezoars, corals, co-

rallines, crabs eyes, and crabs claws are infipid, ufelefs medicines

;

they are generally exhibited in fmall dofes ; but if given in dofesof

ten times the quantity, they do no good nor no hart, as I have fre-

quently tried ; if in a continued \\{c and in large quantities, they have
the fame bad effed, that chalk, clay, and the like have in the/nvt

^irginimi.

[_/"] Cancer marimis chelis ruhris.

Cancer marinus chelis Jiigris.

\g\ Tejludo 77iarina. They are two weeks in coitu ; hatch their eggs

in the fand ; they are caught either by turning them upon their back,

or by harpooning : they are of various kinds, I fliall mention only two
forts.

Tejlido marina •viridis. Green turtle, fo called from the colour of its

fat ; this is reckoned wholefome and delicious food.

Tcftudo caretta. Rochefort. hift. des Antilles ; hawks-bill turtle, fo

called from the form of its mouth ; the outfide plates or fcales of its

boney covering, workmen call tortoife-fhell.

\h\ Malus citreafve inedica. Raij. H. The citron tree, or pome-
citron: Foliis laiirinis rigidis, like, the orange-tree, but without an ap-
pendix. The fruit is larger and rougher than a lemon, with a thick

rind which is made into fuccades or fweet-meats, and is ufed in mak-
ing citron-water, called by the French Veau de barhoJe ; they grow
moflly in Scotland diltrid of Barbadoes, and are fold a rial per

couple.

\f\ Aurantitim ?mdulla duki vulgar^, Ferrar.. Hefp. Common
tioned 5
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tioned ^ cocoa we refer to the paragraph of produce for

trade and [/] cocoa, \_m'] cabbage- tree, \ji] pine-apple,

fo called from its refemblance of the fruit or cones of

fome pine-trees.

orange : perennial large rigid leaves, with a heart-like appendix ; the

fruit is fragrant, of a reddifh yellow colour, and tough peel.

Auranttum acri medulla 'vulgare. Ferrar. Hefp. Aurantia malus,

J. B. Seville, or four orange. This is the medicinal orange.

Aurantium Sinenfe. Ferrar. Hefp. China orange, is eat only for plea-

fure.

Aurantium fyl-vefire medulla acri, T. Aurantiafyhejlris . J. B. fruSlii

Umonisfufillo, limas de O^iedo. The lime-tree ; this is more pungent and
lefs agreeable, and not fo wholefome as the lemon ; it is much ufed in

the American beverage called punch.

Aurantium maxiinum. Ferrarij, Shadock-tree. It is fometimes large

as a human head, with a thick rind , a flat difagreeable tafte to my
palate.

\k\ Limon 'Vulgaris. Ferrar. Hefp. Malus limonia acida, C. B. P.

Sourlimons; like the others of this kind, has perennial thick ftifF

green leaves, but without an appendix : the fruit is more oval than
the orange, and with a nipple-like procefs at the extremity or end, of
a pale yellow ; it is the moll delicious fowering for that julep-fafhion

drink called punch.

Limon dulci m.edulla 'vulgaris. Ferrar. Hefp. Sweet limon j it is not
in much efteem,

[/j Pahna indica ftucifero-coccus diSia, Raij H. Palma nucifera arbor,

J. B. Cocoa-tree; palmetto leaves very large; every year it emits

a racemus of cocoa-nuts, whereof fome hold a pint of cool, plea-

fant lymph or drink ; this nut remains upon the tree good for many
years.

\f/t\ Palma altijjlma non ffinofa, fruBu fnmiformi, minore racemofa

fparfo, Sloane. Pahna qinnta feu Americana fruBu racemofa, C. B. P.

cabbage-tree. The wood is very fpungy or pithy ; grows very tall

;

every year near its top, about Midfummer, is emitted a large racemus
of flowers, which make a good.pickle.

\n\ Ajtanas acideatus fruciu pyramidato, came aureo. Plumer. Pine-

apple ; fee T. I. R. Tah. A^ib, 427,428. where it is moft elegantly

delineated. They plant it as artichokes are planted in Europe. It is

a moft delicious fruit, not lufcious, but a fmart briflc fragrant Ivveetnefs

;

it may be called the ambrofia of the gods : but as the higheft fweets

degenerate into the moft penetrating and vellicating acids ; fo this, if

eat in quantities, occafions moft violent cholic pains ; for the fame rea-

son, fugar and honey are cholicy,

3. The



i28 Britifli j;zi French Settlements Part I.

3. Produce that are commodities in trade [0] cocoa,

[PI zingiber or ginger, [q] indigo, [r] cotton-wool, [s] a-

[0] Cacao, Raij. H. Amygdaha fexta feu Amygdalis fimilis Guati-

maknfis. C. B. P. Cacao-cree : at a diftance ,it refembles a fmall

European tilia, or lime-tree. It is planted from the feed or nut.

Dillances five fepc ; afrer three years it begins to bear, and may con-

tinue to bear from twelve to twenty years : rifes to the height of twenty-

feet or more, flowers and fruit at the fame time, not from the ends of

the twigs, but from the trunks of the body and large branches of the

tree : the flowers are whitifh, fi-ue petala, without a calix ; the fruit

when ripe refembles a large cucumber, is red or yellow, containing

twenty to forty cocoa nuts in a pulp. In fome parts of New Spain

they are ufed as money for fmall change, in Guatimala, Comanas, ^c,

Thefe nuts made into pafte called chocolate, and this diffolved in boil-

ing water, is become a very general forbition or liquid food for nourilh-

ment and pleafure.

[p] Zingiber, C, B. P. ginger. A tuberous root as an iris, reed

or flag-leaves ; the flower is of five petala, anomalous, as if bilabi-

ated, fnidu trigoiw, trihadari. They do not allow it to flower, be-

caiife it exhaufts the root. It is planted from cuts of the roots, and

continues twelve month? in the ground; it requires fix or feven weeks

to cure it, or dry it, in the fun as the French do ; in Barbadoes they

fcald it, or fcrape it, to prevent its fprouting : it is a very great pro-

duce, but forces and impoverifhes the land very much.

[j'J Anonis Americana folio latiori fuhrotundo . T. Annil Jtve indigo

Guadalouievfis. H. R. P. Indigo. A pinnated leaf, red papilionaceous

flowers, feed refembles cabbage feed. It is planted by throwing ten

or twelve feeds into each hole ; after three months it is fit to be cut,

and cut again feveral times or crops in the year. Indigo is the ex-

preflion from ^he leaves macerated in water, and dried in the fun ; the

roots afford crops for feveral year?. There are feveral degrees of its

goodnefs, •viz. copper, purple, blue, iron-coloured the worlL They
have lately, with good fuccefs, gone into this cultivation in South-

Carolina, and have three crops/a'r annum.

{r\ Xylan Brajilianum. J. B. Goffipium BraftUaniimforefiavo . Hernr.

Par, Bat. Cotton. A flirub eight or ten feet high, refembling the

rubus or rafpberry at a diftance. An acre of cotton flirubs may yearly

produce one ct. wt. cotton ; the poorer fort of planters follow it, re-

quiring no great upfet, and is a ready money commodity.

Xylon lanafa'vefcente Yellow cotton.

\j\ Aloe Diafcoridis et aliorum. Its leaves are like thofe of the jucca ;

from their juice is the aloes hepatica or Barbadoes, of a dark liver co-

lour, and naufeous fmell. The fuccotrine-aloes of the fliops comes

from the Levant in fkinsj Barbadoes or horfe-aloes is put up in large

gourds.

Ices,
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loes, L^] caffia fiflula, [«] tamarinds, [w] lignum vite,

[a?] white cinnamon, [y"] coffee, [2] fuftick, [a] brazi-

letto, campeachy wood or logwood, nicaraga wood, by the

Dutch called ftockfifh-hout j thefe lafttwo commodities

[i] CaJJiafiftula Americana: Caffia. A large tree, winged leaves tt-

fembling the walnut, yellow five petal flowers j the piftillum becomes
a long round woody pod, inch diameter and under, a foot long more
or lefs, infide is divided into many tranfverfe cells, covered with^
black fweet pulp, and in each cell a flat fmooth oval feed. The Caj[fi(i

fjiula Jlexandrina, C. B, P. which comes from the Levant, is prefera-

ble to that of the Weft-Indies.

[«j Tamarindus. Ray H. A large tree with pinnated leaves, no
impar ; the flowers are rofaceous and grow in clutters ; the piftillum

becomes a flatifh, woody pod, three or four inches long, in two or

three protuberances, containing a ftringy dark acid pulp with hard flat

feeds. The Tamarinds from the Levant and Eaft-Ihdies are of a better

kind.

[iu] Gutacutny lignum fenatum, finje lignum mt^ . Park. Pock Wood.
A large tree, fmooth bark, ponderous wood, in the middle, of a dark
colour, aromatic tafte ; fmall pinnated leaves, no impar ; flowers of fijt

petala in umbels ; the feed veflTel refembles ftiepherds purfe. In the

Weft- Indies they call it junk-wood. It was formerly reckoned a
fpecific in the venereal pox ; it has loft that reputation, but is ftill ufed

in fcorbutic ails, and its rofin in rheumatifms.

\x'\ Ricinoides oleaginifolio, cortex elutherine, fo called from one of tHe

Bahama iflands, almoft exhaufted ; it is a grateful aromatic bitter, gives

a good perfume; bay-tree leaves, berries in branches; this bark is of
a yellowifti white, rolled up in quills like cinamon, but much thicker;

it is ufed in place of the cortex Winterianus.

{y\ Jafminuin Arahicum caftaneafolio, fiori alho odoratij/imo, cujusfruSltu^

coffy, in officinis dicuntur nobisi Comm. cofi^ee-tree Britannis Plukn.

The Dutch Eaft-India company carried fome plants from Mecca, N.
lat. 2 1 D. in Arabia-felix to Java, and from thence to Amfterdam in

Holland, where the berries may be feen in perfedion ; lately it is cul-

tivated in Surinam, Martinico, and Jamaica.
{a: I Morui fruilu viridi^ ligno fulphureo tinSiorio, Buxei coloris, lignunt

Americanum ; fuftic wood. It is a large tree, leaf like the elm, grows in

the manner of afti tree leaves.

{a'\ Pfeudo-fantalum croceuni. Sloane ; braziletto ufcd in dying. It is

almoft exhaufted in the Bahama-iflands.

Thus, I hope, I have given aa exaft and regular account (fuch ac-

counts are wanted) of the ufeful part of the produce of the British

Weft-India iflands under the heads of food, delicacies, or friandifesj

atid commodities in trade : I am fenfible, that it will not fuit the tafte

of fome of our readers, therefore, henceforward' ftiail notdiftafte theni

touch with the like excurlions.

Vol. I, K ©r
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or die-woods are not the produce of our Weft-India if-

Unds, but are imported to Jamaica from the Spanifh main
The general fupply for charges of government in all

our Weft-India iflands is a poll-tax upon negroes, and
excife upon liquors.

Generally for every twenty to thirty negroes, a planter

is obliged to keep one white man; two artificers or handi-

crafts men are allowed equal to three common la-

bourers i 1 20 head of cattle require alio one white man.
The regular troops from Great-Britain to the Weft-

India iflands are allowed by their aflemblies for further

fubfiftence per week 20 s. to a commifllon officer, and

3 /. and ^d. to the other men.

In fome of thefe iflands, the nominal price of the fame

fugars differ •, for inftance, fugar per ct. wt. if paid in

ready cafii, at 16 s. in goods is 18 j. in paying off old

debts 20 .f.

The four and a half per ct. upon the produce exports

of -Bardadoes and the Leeward-iflands, granted to the

crown by their feveral alTemblies in perpetuity, feems to

be in lieu of quit-rents. L. Baltimore, fome few years

ago in Maryland, to make arl experiment of this na-

ture, procured an acft of alTembly for 3 .r. 6d. per

hogfliead tobacco in room of quit-rents: it was found

inconvenient, and quit-rents were allowed to take place

again.

Being prolix in the general account of the fugar iflands,

will render the accounts of the particular iflands more

fuccind:.

BARBADOES.
Barbadoes is the moft windward of all the iflands in

or near the gulph of Mexico ; it lies in about 1 3 D.

N. lat. 5^ D. 30 M. W. from London, by the obferva*

tions of Capt. Candler {b'\. Sir William Curteens, an

[b"] Capt. Candler, in the Launcefton man of war, wa$ fent out

anno 171 7, by the board of admiralty, to afcertain by good obferva-

tions the latitudes and longitudes of the Britifti Weft-India iflands, with

the refpeftive variations of the compafs at that time.

adventurer
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adventurer in trade, anno 1624, in failing home to Eng-
land from Fernambuc of the Brazils, at that time in the

pofleflion of the Dutch, touched at this ifland, and, as

it is faid, gave the name Barbadoes, from large quanti-

ties of a bearded tree [r] growing there, it was over-

fpread with a fort of Purflain [J] : Here he found fome
human bones, but not a living man : abundance of
fwine.

The earl of Carlifle, a court favourite, in the begin-

ning of the reign of Charles I, had a grant of it from
the crown. This ifland continued in the pofleflion of the

proprietary and his heirs about thirty years. Anno
1 66 1, the crown purchafed it of lord Kinnoul, heir to

the earl of Carlifle ; their family name was Hay, and
allows to the heirs wool, per annum out of the four and
a halfper cent. duty.

The greatefl: length of the ifland is about twenty-fix

miles ; its greateft width about fourteen miles ; contents

not exceeding 1 00,000 acres. Every freeholder is obliged

to keep a plan of his land attefted by a fworn furveyor :

ten acres, valued at 20 s. per annum per acre, qualifies a

voter in elecftions.

At firfl: they planted tobacco, fome indigo, fome cot-

ton, and cut fuftic a die-wood •, at prefent they plant

no tobacco, no indigo. Their firfl: fugar- canes they haci

from the Brazils anno 1645 : this ifland was generally

fettled by cavaliers in the time of the civil wars in Eng-
land-

\c] Strians arhcr Amrtcana, Athuti fdlh nan ferrathy fruSlu Fiji

mngnitudine, funiculis e ramis ad terram detniffis, frolifera. Plukn.
Barbadoes fig-tree. It is a large tree, with a laurel or pear tree leaf;

.the fruit adheres to the trunks of the body, and great branch,e9

large as the top of a man's finger, cohtaming fmall feeds fig-

fafhion.

[d\ Portulaca Curafamca procumbens folio fuhrotundo. Parad. Baf.
Not much differing from that Purflain, which is a troubleforae

fpreading weed in many of our gardens at Boftcm in New Eng-
land.

K 2 The
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The governor's ftyle in his commifiion, is captain-

general and chief-governor of the iflands of Barbadoes,

St. Lucia, St. Vincent's, Dominica, and the reft of his

Majefty's ifland colonies and plantations in America,
known by the name of the Caribbee-iflands lying and
being to windward of Guardeloupe : excepting Barba-

does-, the other iflands are called Nentrais[(?], becaufe the

government and property of them, hitherto has not

been fettled by any folemn authentic treaty between
Great-Britain and France.

In the time of the civil wars, Barbadoes and Virginia

were fettled by cavaliers and ruffians (excufe my coupling

of themi I mean no refledion.) In the fummeri650,
lord Willoughby proclaimed king Charles II, in Bar-

badoes, and adminiftred the government in his name : but

in January, anno 165 1-2, he furrendered Barbadoes and

the neighbouring iflands to Sir George Afcew admiral for

the parliament. About the fame time Virginia fubmitted

to the parliament.

Their legiflature confifts of three negatives, viz. the

governor, the council (their full complement is twelve)

and houfe of reprefentatives (in all our colonies, in a

particular manner called the afl!embly) compofed of

twenty-two deputies, that is, two from each of the eleven

parillies without wages, or any allowance ; the eldeft

counfellor in the pariih is generally appointed the return*

ing officer. Their afl!emblies are annual.

[e] Anno 1722, a patent pafTed the great fcal of Great- Britain,

granting the government and property of St. Vincent aod St. Lucia,

in the Weft-India Caribbee-iflands, to the duke of Montague: he at-

tempted a fettlement at a confideraWe charge, but was drove off", by

the French, from Martinique, becaufe of its being a neutral ifland

not adjufted. This ifland is about feven leagues eaft of Martinique, and

about twenty-five leagues wefl: from Barbadoes,

Upon St. Vincert'f^ are fubfifting fome aboriginal Indians : as alfo a

community of negroes, which began from the negro cargo of a Guinea

fhip caft away there, and daily increafcs by the acceffion of runaway

negroes from Barbadoes.

At Dominique is a large tribe of aboriginal Indians ; they affeft th€

French mo^i.

Their
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Their courts of judicature. The courts of error,

chancery, and probate of wills, are in the governor and

council. The courts ofcommon law are in five diftridts,

"viz. Bridgetown diftrid confifts of three pariihes, the

others of two pariOies each. Each court has one judge

and four affiftants.

Only one colledion or cuftom-houfe ojfEc* at Bridge-

town : there are three more entry and delivery ports,

z'iz. Oftines, Holetown, and Speights. This colledlion

is under the infpediion of a furveyor-general of the cu-

ftoms refiding at Antigua.

Their currency is filver, Mexico ftandard by weight,

whereof lyd. half i. wt. pafles for 6s. Upwards of

forty years fince they borrowed from New-England, by

a projedion of Mr. Woodbridge, the fallacious fcheme

of a public paper-credit, or paper currency, but by

orders from the court of England it was foon fupprefied,

and governor Crow had an inftrudtion to remove
fROM THE COUNCIL, AND ALL OTHER PLACES OF

TRUST, ANY WHO HAD BEEN CONCERNED IN THE
LATE Paper-credit. Theie bills, foon after their

emiffion, fell forty per cent, below filver, and occafioned

.a great confufion and convulfion in the affairs of the

ifland.

Anno 1 7 1 7, peaceable times, when I was in Barbadoes,

all along its lee-lhore was a breaft-work and trench^

in which at proper places were twenty-nine forts and

batteries, having 308 cannon mounted. The windward
Ihore is fecured by high rocks, fteep cliffs, and foul

ground. Anno 1736, in the iiland were 17,680 whites ;

whereof 4326 were fencibje men, djfpofed into one troop

of guards, two regiments of horfe^ and feven regiments

-of foot. The beginning of king William's war, Barbadoes

furnifhed from 700 to 800 militia [/], withfome militia

[y*] Sir Francis Wheeler 1 69^, with a fquadron of fhips, two regi-

ments of regular troops from England, and fome militia from Barba-

does and the Leeward-iilands, made defcents upon the French iflands

K 3 from
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from our Leeward-iflands to join the regular troops and

Iquadron from England againft the neighbouring French
iflands. »

There may be about 80,000 negroes in Barbadoes,

may Ihrp off about 30,000 hogfheads of fiigar, befides

ginger fcalded and fcraped, cotton- wool, and aloes.

Their duty of four and a \\2i\{per cent, in fpecie upon pro-

duce exported, is perpetual, and given immediately to

the crown's difpofal : out of this the governor has 2000/.

per annum^ falary, befides large gratuities and perquifites.

The tax on negroes, mills and pot-kills, is generally

10,000/. per annum ; excife upon I'iquors imported 7000 /.

per annuniy for defraying the ordinary charges of govern-

ment.

Returned protefted bills of exchange, are allowed x.tx^

per cent, and all charges.

They generally worfhip, or profcfs to worlhip, after

the mode of the church of England \ no dilfenting con-

gregation, a few quakers excepted ; New-England had

fome of their firll feminary of quakers from Barbadoes.

Some loofe account of their governors. Lord Wil-
loughby of Parham, at the reftoration, was appointed go-

vernor of Barbadoes under the earl of Carlille •, he was at

the fame time governor-general of the Leeward-iflands,

and a proprietor of Antigua.

Upon the reftoration James Kendal, Efq ; was appoint-

ed governor.

Upon Kendal's returning to England, colonel Francis

Pvuflel, brother to the earl of Orford, came over gover-

nor, with a regiment of regular troops, and fubfifted by
the country ; he died anno i

^(^S-* ^^*^ Bond was prefident

until July 1698.

April 2 ; they landed in Martinique at Col de fac Marine, plundered

and came on board again. April 1 7, they landed at St. Pierre, did

nothing, and returned to Barbadoes ; and from thence to New-England

;

they unluckily imported a malignant fever (from 1692 to 1698 Bar-

badoes continued fickly) from thence to Newfoundland, ami home to

England,

1698,
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i%8, Ralph Grey, Efq; brother to the Earl of

Tankerville arrived governor ; he went to England for

bis health anno 1701, and John Farmer, ^fq; was pre-

fident and commander in chief.

•1703, Sir Bevii Grenville, appointed governor i his

home falary was increafed from 1200/. to 2000/. per

mmum^ that he might not defire gratuities from the

country -, they alfo built for him a governor's houfe in

Pilgrim's plantation.

^707? Milford Crow, a London merchant, fucceeded

him.,
^

171 1, Robert Lowther, Efq-, fucceeded, and was con-

tinued upon the acceffion of king George I ; by reafon

•of fevcral complaints (the chief complainer was the

Rev. Mr. Gordon of Bridgetowa, an eminent Martinico

trader) he was ordered into the cuftody of a meflenger,

and called to account in the proper courts of Weftmin-
ller-hall, which coft him a confiderable fum of money.

This affair of my name-fake general Douglafs, of the

Leeward-iflands, may be a warning to all governors,

that they are liable to be called to account upon fmali

fuggeftions when their friends die, or are otherways out

of place.

After a prefidentfhip of fome continuance ; Henry
Worfley, Efq-, (who for fome time had been Britifh en-

voy at the court of Portugal) anno 1721, was appointed

governor, befides his falary of 2000/, out of the four

and a hzlfper cent^ by his finefTe the affembly voted him
6000 /. per annuniy during his government : they foon

found, that this was more than they could afford. There
intervened two commiffions which did not take effedl,

viz. Lord Irwin, who died of the fmall-pox before he
fet out from England ; and lord Belhaven, upon his

pafTage aboard the Royal-Anne galley, was cait away
and drowned near the Lizard-point.

After this Sir Olando Bridgman and others were ap-

pointed, but never in pofTeflion.

K 4 L. How
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L. How was a much efteemed governor, and died in

Barbadoes.

1742, Sir Thomas Robinfon, of him we have not

much to fay.

1747, Arrives Mr. Grenville governor; over an.d

above his home falary, they allow him 3000/. per

tmnum, during his adminiftration, and to his fatisfa(5lion,

Britifh Leeward ijlandsi

TH E SE were firfl difcovered in the fecond voyage of

Columbus, the Spaniards defpifed them, and made no

fettlements there : they were feverally fettled by the

Englifh ?t different times, and are all under the com-
mand and infpedion of one governor-general ; in each

of the four iflands of Antigua, Montferrat, Nevis, and

St. Chriftophers, there is commiflioned from Great-

Britain a lieutenant-governor ; in the fmall iflands arc

miiicia captains, or capita,ine de quartier, commiffionftd

by the governor-general.

The general's commiffion is in this ftyle; captain-

general and commander in chief of the iflands of Anti-

gua, Moiitferrat, Nevis, St. Chriftopher's, and all the

Caribbee-iflands from Guardeloupe to St. John de Porto

Rico. In the abfence of the captain-general and lieu-

tenant-general (the lieutenant-general refides at St. Kit's)

formerly the commander of Nevis, as- being the oldeft

fettlement, was commander in chief of thele Caribbee-

iflands ; but by a new regulation, the fenior of the lieu-

tenant-governors is to command. Each of the four

iflands has a diftinft legiflature, of a governor, council,

and reprefentatives.

Out of the four and a h.a.\£per cent, duty on produce

exported, are paid falaries per annum to the governor-

general 1200/. to each of the four lieutenant-governors

200 /. flierling. The prefent general Matthews obtained

an inftruftion, that confidering the 1200/. per annum

was iiot a fufiicient and. honourable fupport, he was al-

lowed
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lowed to accept of additional gratuity falaries, and the

refpedtive iflands fettled upon him during his admi-

niftration, "u/z. Antigua 1000/. Nevis 300/. St. Kit's

800 /. per annum \ Montferrat did not fettle the gratuity,

but does generally give about 300 /. yearly : the perqui-

fltes are of the fame nature with Barbadoes,

Anno 1736, in all the Leeward-iflands were 10,520
whites ; whereof fencible men in Antigua 1 500, in St.

Kit's 1340, in Nevis 300, in Montferrat ^60, in An-
guilla 80, in Spanilh-town, or Virgin Gorda 120.

Soon after the reftoration. Lord Willoughby c^ Par- .

ham was governor- general of the Leeward-iflands, and

at the fame time governor of Barbadoes.

Sir William Stapleton.

King James II appointed SirNathanael Johnfon; upon
the revolution he abdicated and withdrew to Carolina,

and was fucceeded by

Chriftopher Codrington, Efq; he died 1698, and was

fucceeded by his fon Chriftopher Codrington, Efq; th.e

greateft proprietor in Antigua, a great proprietor in Bar-

badoes, and fole p-oprietor of the ifland of Barbuda.

This family has been a great benefactor in pious ufes and

in feminaries for learning.

SirWilliam Mathews fucceeded Col. Codrington anno

1704; hediedfoon.

1706 arrived for governor-general Col. Parks. He
had been Aid de Camp to the mod renowned duke or

Marlborough, and carried to the court of England the

news of the critical and great vidory at Hochftet, near

the Danube in Germany •, anno 17 10, he was murdered
by an infurredlion of the people or inhabitants •, he is

faid to have been a vicious man, efpecially in his amours
with the planters wives.

He was fucceeded by Col. Walter Douglafs, who was
fuperfeded anno 17 14, and in the courts of Weftminfter-

hall, was called to account for mal-adminiftration-, and
Nov. 19, 1716, by the court of King's-bench, was fined

500/. Iterling, and five years imprifonment.

^7i4>
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1 7 14, Col. Hamilton appointed governor.

To him fucceeded general Hart.

1726, To general Hart fucceeded Thomas Pit, Lord
Londonderry •, he died in Antigua September, 1729.

Lord Forbes, next Col. Cofby were appointed.

April 1733, Matthews, formerly lieutenant-general^

is appointed captain-general, and is at prefent continued

in the adminiftration.

During thefe forty years laft and upwards, a regiment
of regular troops from Great-Britain, has been ftationed

in the Leeward-iflands, always very incomplete ; our
troops, as alfo the French in the plantations, generally

ipeaking, are only corps of officers at a very great

charge.

Their medium, is produce at fettled prices from time

to time; their calh confifts of black-dogs (old French
fbis pieces) nine black-dogs make a ryal, eight ryals

make a light or current piece of eight, ten ryals make a

heavy piece of eight.

Antigua began to fettle about anno 1 632 ; generally

fettled by the moderate or low church, afterwards called

Whigs. May contain about 56,000 acres, 20,000 ne-

groes. No river ; fcarce any good fprings of frefh wa-
ter ; they generally ufe ciftern water. The negro poll-

tax is generally very high ; excife upon liquors imported

about 2000/. per annum.

Their aflembly, or lower houfe, confifts of twenty-four

reprefentatives from eleven diftri6ls, viz. Four from the

diftrid: of St. John's, <and two from each of the other

diftrids. Six parifhes ; each minifter or redtor is allowed

as falary 1 6,000 wt. Mufcovado fugar, with a manfion-

houfe and glebe-land of ten or twelve acres. Only one
coUedlion with four entry and delivery ports, viz, St.

John's, Parham, Falmouth, and Willoughby-Bay : the

colle<5lor keeps his office at St. John's j where alfo refides

the furveyor-general of the cuftoms of all the iflands,

Jamaica
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Jamaica excepted. About 250 refleis enter in pr
annum.

Courts of juftice. For common law, there are two
precin6ls» St. John's and Falmouth, each one judge, and

four affiflants ; there is alfo a court-merchant, being a

fummary way of difpatching debts, owing to tranfienc

traders. The governor and council are the judges of
errors, chancery, and probates.

St. John's is a good harbour, fmooth water, with good
wharfs ; Englilli harbour, lately fortified by the care of
commodore Charles Knowles, is a fafe retreat for king's

ftiips and others.

Chief produce is fugar and fome cotton ; no indigo.

MoNTSERRAT is a fmall hilly iQand, fettled moflly

by Irifh, two thirds Roman Catholics ; about 4500 ne-

groes ; their whole annual charge of government does

not much exceed 1500/. fer annum: not above five

vefiels ^fr ^;7W^;;2 export their produce. One colleftion

at Plymouth, have three entry and delivery-ports, n)i'z, .

Plymouth, Old- harbour, and Kers-bay ; three parifhes j

four divifions \ each divifion fends two reprefentatives,

being eight in all ; the parifli minifters have 130/. 'per

annum from the country-treafury. Two regiments of
foot, one troop, and horfe-militia.

Courts of judicature. For common pleas only one
precinft court held at Plymouth : the Jirft court to

which a cafe or adlion is brought, is called a court of
grace (the inferior courts of the province of MafTachu-
fetts-Bay in New-England, in fome refpeft may be callfed

courts of gracej the next court is a court of judg-
ment, and may appeal to a third court ^ their grand
feflion confifts of the lieutenant-governor^ council, and
chief judge.

Their fugars are very ill cured in ca&j are fold green,

retaining much molalTes : a planter, if much prelfed by
a merchant for debt, in five or fix days from cutting the

canes.
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canes, the fugars are aboard. They plant alfo fome cotton,

and much indigo of the iron colour or worft fort i have

four crops of indigo /^r annum ; viz, April, Midfum-
jner, Michaelmas, and Chriftmas.

Nevis is one conical hill *, good harbour, but great

furf at landing, as is generally in the Weft-Indies •, have

about 6000 negroes (the French fquadron, under M.
d'Iberville, in queen Anne's war carried off fo many
negroes as were afterwards fold to the Sparniards for

400,000 pieces of eight. Only one collection at Charles

-

Town ; three entry and delivery ports, viz. Charles-

Town, Morton's-Bay, and Newcaftle ; they load about

twenty vt&hper annum for Europe.

Five divifions or parilhes ; each divifion fends three

rcprefentatives, in all fifteen aflembly men. Judicature,

only one precinft ; courts as in Antigua.

They cure their fugar in fquare potts, is better than

that of Montferrat j fome cotton j no indigo, no ginger i

ciftern-water chiefly.

St. Christopher's about three or four leagues from

Nevis. Upon its eaft end are falt-ponds and many fmall

naked hills. The French formerly were in pofTefTion of

its eaft end to Palmetto-point, and of its weft end to near

Sandy-point-, but by the treaty of Utrecht anno 171 3,

quit-claimed the whole to Great-Britain. Have only

one colleftion at Old-road, the court or Ihire-town ; feve-

ral entering and delivery ports : Bafle-terre ftiips off

moft, next for ftiipping off is Sandy-point. They bring

their fugars to the Ihipping places in hogfheads, not in

bags, as in Nevis and Montferrat: they Ihip off much
molaffes ; do not raife much cotton •, no indigo, no

ginger : they run much fugar aboard the Dutch inter-

lopers at Statia, to fave the four and a half />(?r cent, the

plantation duties, ^c»

I May
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May have about 25,000 negroes -, about nine parifhes,

each fends two affembly men. Good river-water from

the mountains.

Virgin-Islands. The eaflermoft is called St.Thomas^

at prefent in the poffeffion of the Danes -, a good har-

bour, fcarce any furf at landing -, good careening at this

ifland ; a good town ; the governor is Lutheran ; the

congregation and mother tongue is low Dutch. The
ifland is fmall ; they raife cotton and fugar j it is a neu-

tral and free port, fome fay, to pirates not excepted.

Salt-key, from which fome vefTels bring fait

—

St, John's-

ifland, two or three gentlemen of Antigua have a patent

for 9 they raife cotton, and cut junk- wood, or lignum

vitas Tortola produces the fame.—Beef-ifland cuts

junk-wood.—Spanifh-Town, or Virgin Gorda, is the

weftermofl of the Virgins •, they plant cotton only, being

a mixture of Curafo white and yellow revel indifferently

planted together.

Other fmall iflands ftraggling between the Virgins and

St. Chriftophers, viz. Anagada not fettled; Sambrero

not fettled ; Anguilla raifes cotton ; St. Martin's ; fome

Dutch on one part, and fome French on another part

;

St. Bartholomew, a neutral ifland not fettled ; Barbuda^

the property of Codrington, is improved for grazing,

JAMAICA.
Jamaica is a long oval of about fifcy leagues in

length ; the difcoverer Columbus, and his heirs were pro-

prietors of the ifland : he called it St. Jago or St, James,

we call it Jamaica in our idiom.

Cromwel, without declaring war, [|-] fent admiral Pen
and general Venables with a conliderable fea and land-

{g] Sovereign powers frequently difpenfe with the law of natioiis

(hooour and honefty.) Thus the Spaniards, in the fpring 1727, faki

force^
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force, to annoy the Spanifh Weil-Indies : they mifcarried

at St. Domingo; but reduced Jamaica, anno 1 655,which
remains with the Enghfh to this day.

Jamaica is much fubjed to hurricanes and earth-

quakes. Anno 1 6(^0^^ Port-Royal, during an earthquake

was I'wallowed up : it may be luppofed, that for many
years preceding, the fea did gradually undermine it,

and upon occafion of this earthquake Port-Royal fub-

fided.

They carry on a confiderable illicit but profitable trade

to the Spanifh Main, and return pieces of eight ; and

with the French of Hifpaniola or St. Domingo, the re-

turhs are moftly indigo.

Port-Royal of Jamaica is 76 D. 37 M. welt from
L.ondon[.^], and in about 18 D. 30 M. N. lat.

The quit- rents were generoully given by the crown,]

to the treafury or revenue of the ifland. l^ands granted'

before anno 1684, were at 2 j. 6d. per 100 acres

quit-rent ; the new grants are a half-penny per acre per

annum quit-rent. The rent-roll was loft, or pretended

flege to Gibraltar ; the French lately refortified Dunkirk, before any
declaration of war i there can be no other reftraint upon princes but a

balance of'povver : thus France, a nation too potent, can never be

botind over to the peace, without being difmembered.

\h>\ By the fame eclipfe of the moon June 1 722, obferved by captain

Candler of the Launcefton man of war at Fort-Royal in Jamaica, and

by Chriftopher Kirch at Berlin in Brandenburg of Germany, allowing

Berlin fifty-two horary minutes eaft of London. The difference of

longitude between two places found by adlual obfervation of the fame

eclipfes, appuires,occuItations of the celeftial bodies, called luminaries,

in both places, for the fame phenomenon, is more exaft, than where
an obfervation is ufed for one place, and a calculation from tables for

the other. Thus I judge the difference of longitude, between London
and Bofton, or Cambridge adjoining, is well determined by the fame

eclipfe of the moon, March 15, 1717; obferved at Cambridge near

Bofton by Mr. Thomas Robie, fellow and tutor in the college there

;

and obferved at Paris by Cafliai and de la Hire, academicians of the

Royal Academy of Sciences; the difference in time was 4 H. 55 M.
40 Sec. As Paris is 9 M. 40 Sec. horary eaft of London ; therefore

the horary difference is about 4 H. 46 M. or 71 D. 30 M. Cambridge

and Bofton are weft from London.

fo
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to be lol):, in the great earthquake, and never fettled

fince i the quit-rents fometimes amount to 2000 /. per

annum. Their revenue afts are temporary, but for a

]ong period ; thefe a6ls made anno 1684, expired

anno 1722, and were not renewed and confirmed (by
the interefl and application of governor Hunter) till

anno 1726.

A few years fince in Jamaica were 3000 fencible men
white, in nine regiments, befides eight independent com-
panies of regular troops ; 1 00 men per company is their

full compliment. The receiver-general, Mr. Cro6, fome
years fince in Bofl:on for his health, told me, that fome
years- he had 90,000 negroes in his lift.

From. Jamaica are exported fugar about 25000,
hogfheads, very large, fome of a ton weight ; lately they
have altered freights from number of hogfheads, to

weight, and their hogfheads will be finaller in conlequence.

They have only water-mills and cattle-mills for their

canes ; about nineteen parifhes. Lately they begin to

raife fome coffee, and have planted fome logwood trees.

There is always ftationed here a fquadron of Britifh

men of war, generally under the command of an ad-

miral. The governor has a ftanding falary of 2500/.
per annum out of the country treafury in courfe : tlie

affembly generally allow him a gratuity of 2500/. per

annum more ; thefe, with efcheats and all other perquifites,

do make it a government of about 10,000/. per annum.
Duke of Albemarle concerned in Sir William Phips's

fiihing for a Spanifh plate wreck, had good fuccefs

;

and in cafe fuch another fifhing voyage fhould prefent,

that he might be near at hand, obtained the government
of Jamaica : he foon died, and was fuccpeded by colonel

Molefworth,

Upon the revolution, anno 1690, the earl of Inchi-

quin was appointed governor \ he died upon the ifland,

and was fucceeded by Sir William Beefton, lieutenant-

governor and commander in chief, anno 1692 ; he died
^nno 1700.

Major-
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MajOF-general Selwin was appointed captain-general

and governor tyoi -, he died foon.

1702, th6 earl of Peterborough (famous in queen
Anne*s wars in Spain) was appointed captain-general of
thfc ifland, and admiral in the Weft-India iflands; he

never kt out for this government, and colonel Handafyde
was appointed lieutenant-governor of Jamaica. Anno
i6^6^ Pontij with a French fquadron, made afeint againft

Jamaica, but without making any real attempt ; he put

aS for Carthagena, where he had good fuccefs.

1 710, Lord Archibald Hamilton was appointed go-

"Vtth&wti and fuperfeded the command of colonel Handa-
fyde ; he Was continued anno 1 7 1 4, upon king George

the firft*s acceilion.

1716, Mr. Pit (formerly governor of fort St. George

in the Eaft-Indies, commonly called Diamond Pit)

was appointed governor, and colonel Otway lieutejianc

governor.

1717, Mr. Pit reiigns in favour of Mr. Laws a planter,

afterwards Sir Nicholas Laws •, colonel Dubourgay lieu-

tenant-governor. About this time the militia of Jamaica

werg difpofed into one regiment horfe, eight regiments

foot".

172 1, Duke of Portland appointed governor (a retreat

from South-fea difafters) he died in fummer 1726, and

was fucceeded by
Colonel Hunter, who went thither, by advice of his

jphyficiaris, for his health ; and thereby did certainly ob-

i^in a reprieve for fome years.

17^4, Upon col. Hunter's death, Henry Cunningham,

ztito 1 734, went governor ; but foon died after his arrival.

J 736, Edward Trelawney, Efq-^ appointed governor;

anno 1 744, he was appointed colonel of a regiment of

foot to be raifed in England, for his good fervices. He
t^fjliriues governor at this time 1747.

BAKiiMA'
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Bahama-Islands,

Commonly called the government of Providence, the

principal ifland. One of thefe iilands, called St. Salvador

or Cat-ifland, was the firft difcovery that Columbus made
in America.

They were granted by the crown of England to the

eight proprietors of Carolina, anno 1 66^ ; but as the

proprietors took no care to prevent enemies and pirates

from harbouring and rendezvoufing there, anno 17 10, it

was refolved in the council of Great-Britain, " ihat
" the queen do take the Bahama-iflands into her im-
" mediate protection, and fend a governor to fortify

** Providence."

The proprietors formerly granted a leafe of thefe

iflands to a number of merchants called the Bahama-
company : this turned to no account.

In the fpring anno 1720, there fet out from the

Havanna an expedition of 1200 men in fourteen veiTels

againft Providence and South-Carolina-, they vifited.

Providence without doing any damage, and were fcat-

tered in a llorm.

The banks belonging to this clufter of iflands and'

keys are called Bahama-banks, and made the eaft Mq
of the gulph-ftream of Florida •, Providence the chief

ifland where the governor and garrifon are flationed,

lies in about 25 D. N. iat. It is a place of no trade,

and feems to be only a preventive fettlement, that pi-

rates and privateers may not harbour there, and that the

Spaniards may not be mailers of both fides the gulph-

ftreams. Their fmall trade has been Brazilettp, die-

wood, cortex Eluthers from the ifland of that name,

fait from Exeuma, and ambergris by drift-whales : at

prefent they afford fea-turtle, limes, and four oranges

for the Bons Vivants ofNorth-America.

They have one company of independent regular

troops from Great-Britain. Capt. Woods Rogers, com,-

VoL. I. L modore
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modore of the two famous Briftol South-fea privateers,

in the end of queen Anne's reign, was, anno 171 7, ap-

pointed governor with an independent company. 1721,
he was fuperfeded by Capt. Finny. 172S, upon Capt.

Finny's death, Capt. Woods Rogers is again appointed :

governor. Capt. Rogers died anno 1733, and Richard
Fitz-Williams, Efq; is appointed governor. Fitz-

"Wilhams refigned anno 1738, and John Tinker, Efqj
j

fon-in-law to Col. Bladen, late of the board of trader

,

fucceeded -, and continues governor at this prefent writ?

ing, Auguft 1747.

BERMUDAS.
TH I S name is faid to be from John Bermudas a Spani-

ard, who difcovered it, in his way to the Weft-Indies.

Henry May, a palTenger aboard Barbotier, caft away here,

1593, and tarried five months, we do not mention, be-

caufe of no confequence. Sir George Sommers and Sir

Thomas Gates, adventurers in the Virginia company,

were fhipwrecked here 1609, found abundance of hogs

;

a certain fign that the Spaniards had been there ; thefe

iflands are fometimes called in public writings Som-
mers, or corruptly Summer-iflands. Some gentlemen

obtained a character from king James I. and became pro-

prietors of it : Mr. Moor was their firft governor ; Mr.
Thomas Smith appointed governor 1612, and after three

years, fucceeded by Capt. Daniel Tucker 161 6. Mr.
Richard Norwood, a furveyor, v/as fent over by the com-

pany to make divifions; i6i8 he divided it into eight

tribes, by the names of the eight proprietors or ad-

venturers, viz. Marquis of Hamilton, Sir Thomas Smith

many years treafurer, earl of Devonfliire, earl of Pem-
broke, lord Paget, earl of Warwick, earl of Southam-

ton, and Sir Edwin Sands. Each tribe was divided

into fifty fhares ; every adventurer to have his fhare by

cafting of lots in England, fome had from one to twelve

iliares ; befides a great deal of land left for common

4 or
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or public ufes -, each fliare confiited of about twenty-five

acres, and remains fo to this day ; the value of a ihare is

^oo to 500/. proclamation money j no wheel-carriages,

no enclofures ; they tether their cattle j high ways only

from five to feven feet wide.

At firfl they went upon tobacco, as the humour then

was in all the Weft-India iflands—1619, Capt. Butler,

with a large recruit of fettlers from England, was go-

vernor, and the legifiature was fettled in governor,

ccuncil, and aflembly ; being formerly in a governor

and council.

Anno 1698, Samuel Day, Efq^ was governor j anno

1700, Capt. Bennet was appointed governor.

Theprefent governor is Popple, Efq-, Anno
1 747,

upon his brother's death he fucceeded, his brother

Alured Popple, Efq-, formerly fecretary to the board of

'trade and plantations; was appointed lieutenant-governor

[(the commander in chief is defigned only iieutenant-

;

governor) anno 1737.

I

Bermudas is in 32 D. 30 M. N. lat. about 6^ D.
[weft from London, lies 200 to 300 leagues difcancefrom

the neareft lands, viz, Nev/-England, Virginia, South-

Carolina, and Providence, or the Bahama-iflands. Tide

I

flows five feet; is well fecured byfunken rocks, but wa-
ter fufficient, in narrow channels and turnings requiring

a good pilot. Their only fettlement of notice is upon
,St. George's-ifland, about fixteen miles long from E. N.
IE. to W. S. W. fcarce a league wide in the broadell

[place; in fome places the fpray of the fea croffes the

lifland. The winds from the north to the north-weft, are

jthe moft prevalent; fubjed to fmart gufts of wind,
thunder, and lightning, March, April, and May is

:
their whaling time, but of no considerable accoun^t

;

I their whale-oil and ambergris are inconfiderable ; the

governor has a perquifite from the royal fifti about 10/.

i

per whale.

[

|n Bermudas there may be about 5000 whites ; their

jfenrible men not much exceeding 1000 men, and many
L 2 of
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of thefe generally at fea j their militia confift of 100
horfe, and one company of foot from each of the eight

tribes ; there is in garrifon one company of independent

regular troops from Great-Britain always incomplete (as

are all onr plantation -troops for want of a proper check)

the perqiiifite of the governor.

Their diet is mean, and the people generally poor,

fmiply honeil; but gay in a ruftic manner (Bermudas
giggs) they have the beft breed of negroes, equal to

white men in their navigation.

' Their trade is of Imall account-, they build their own
floops of cedar [z] of their own growth ; fit for ufe in

twenty years intervals or growth ; their keel-pieces,

wales, and beams are of oak ; their mafts are of white

pine, from New-England.
Their chief bufmefs is building floops of cedar, their

own growth, light runners ; their exports are inconfidera-

ble, viz, feme pot-herbs and roots for the other parts of

America ; a white chalk-ftone eafily chifeled for build-

ing gentlemens houfes in the Weft-Jndia iflands •, Pal-

metto [k] leaves manufaftured into plait, better than the

flraw-v/ork of Italy and of nuns in fome countries

:

they are noted for going to fiih upon Spanilh wrecks

;

they excel in diving [/].

This ifland (or rather iflands) is generally healthful.

The famous Mr. Waller, a gentleman of fortune and

wit, a member of the long parliament, reflded here

[z] Cedrus Bur7nudia77a, "julgo H. Juniperus Biirmudlana, H. L. Ber-

mudas cedar ; it is harder than the cedar of Carolina and Virginia ;

they are all diftiniEl fpecies, as are the red and white cedars of

New-England : we {hall give a more claffic, pradlical, or mechanic
and commercial account of them when we come to treat of timber and
naval ftores ufed in, and exported from, New-England.

\]i\ Palma p-unifera Bermnd. (of the palms fome are COCciferOUS,

feme pruniferous) with a very long and wide leaf.

[/J Bermudas is noted for divers : an Indian born there of Florida

parents, dived eighteen fathom (common diving is eight to ten fathom)

and clapped lafhings to an anchor; was near three minutes under

water ; upon his emerfion gr coming up, he bled much at mouth, nofe,

and ears.

fome
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fome years during the civil wars of England, and fays of

Bermudas,

[;«] None fickly lives, or dies before his time

;

So fv/eet the air, fo moderate the clime.

{jfi] This notion of a healthful climate, gave occafion to a late

fcheme projefled by a whimfical man, dean B h:, fince bifhop of

CI—ne in Ireland, of founding in Bermudas an univeriity college or

feminary for the education of the Britlfh American youth I'ro-

jeftors are generally inconfiderate, rafh, and run too fail He did not

confider that places for health are accommodated for valetudinarians;

and old people ; whereas young people, where the ftamina vit^ are

good, feldom want health, as at Harvard-college in Cambridge, near

Bofton in New-England, not exceeding one or two pe7- cent, per annum

die ; that this place is of very difficult accefs or navigation; does not

produce a fufficiency for the prefent parfimonious inhabitants. This
abftradted notion feems only adequate to the conceptions of a commoa
fchool-mafler, to keep his boys together (as a fhepherd does by fold-

ing of his fheep) while they learn to read EngblTi, and labour at the

rudiments of the Latin language; whereas young gentlemen, Undents

of t: e belles lettres, civil hillory, natural hillory, or any of the three

learned profeffions, require a larger field than that of a fmall ifland

divulfed (if we may fo exprefs it) from the world or continents of the

earth. He hired a fhip, put on board a good library (fom.e part of it

he bountifully bellowed upon the colleges of Maflachufetts-Bay and
Connefticut in New-England) and in company with fome gentlemen
of great worth, after a tedious winter palTige, put in at Rhode-ifland,

a fmall colony of New-England; built a kind of a cell, lived there a
reclufe life for fome time, until this fit of Enthusiasm defervefced,

and, convinced of the idlenefs of the whim, did not proceed, but re-

turned to EngU.nd,

There are enthufiafis in all affair- of life ; this man of himfelf was
an enthufiaft in many affairs of life ; not confined to religion and the
education of youth, he invaded another of the learned prot'elTions,

Medicine, which, in a peculiar ma-ner, is called the learned pro-
felfion ; he publifhed a book called Siris (the ratio nominis 1 cannot in-

veftigate) or tar-water, an univerfal medmnc or panacea ; he never
knew it fail, if copio'jlly adminiftered, of curing any fever; whereas
many fevers, Hjiz. that of the plague, of the fmali-pox, with fymp-
toms of purples and general hemorrhages, ^c. in their own nature,
to moll conftitutions from firft feizure are mortal, by an univerfal
necrofis or fudden blaft of the conftitution. It cures the murrain, rot,

and all other malignant dillempers amongft cattle, (heep, ^r. The
continued or long uie of it does violence to the conftitution ; in afthmas
and rheumatic dilbrders, a fhort ufe of it has been beneficial, but our
materia medica affords more efEcacious and fafe medicines; it is at

L 3 Formerly
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, Formerly pine-apples, and fome other delicious fruits

of the Caribbee-iflands, were cultivated in Bermudas

;

by cutting down the timber and wood, the ifland is be-

come fo open and expofed to the bleak winds, that tender

exotics do not thrive.

prefent almoft worn out of fafhlon. Tar is only turpentine by fire

rendered of a cauftic quality ; whereas turpentine (and confequently its

water or decoflion) by the experience of many ages, has been found a
in'ofi: beneficent, medicinal, natural baifam.

He ought to have checked this ofHcious genius (unlefs in his own
profeffion way he had acquired this noftrum by infpiration) from in-

truding into the affairs of a diftindl profeffion. Should a do6lor in

medicine practice ^public praying and preaching (though only in a
quack or W—d vagrant manner) with pious, private, ghoftly advice

and exhortations to his patients, alias penitents, the clergy would im-
mediately take the alarm, and ufe their Bruta Fulmina againft this

other profeffion. This feems to be well expreffed in a London news-
paper by vi'ay of banter or ridicule :

The bifliop's book annoys the learned tribe:

They threaten hard, " We'll preach, if you prefcribe."

As his Bermudas college pirojedion, and his refidence in New-
England, have rendered him famous in North -America, perhaps it

may not be impertinent to give fome further hiftory of Mr. B ly,

in his proper charadter as a divine : I Ihall take it from his Minute
Philofopher, a book compofed in New-England, and confine it to his

wild notions of myfteries in religion. He fays, that from a certain

enthufiafm in human nature all religions fprout ; from the faith

which children have in the diredlions of their parents ; from the great

lliare that faith has in the policy of nations (he means the Arcana
Imperii) and. in common commerce or trade, we are led to faith

in religious revelations. Since we cannot explain many obvious

things in nature, why fliould we be obliged to do fo in religion ? In

a very loofe expreffion, he compares mylteries in religion to the en-

thufiallic, and to demonftration non- entities of the philofopher's flone

in chcmiftry, and of perpetual motion in mechanics. The abftrafled

idea of a triangle is as difficult as that of the trinity ; that of the com-

munication of motion, as difficult as that of the communication of

grace. We ought to have the fame reafon for truiling the Priest in

religion, that we have for trulling the lawyer or phyfician with our

fortune or life ; thus every man ought to have a liberty of chufing his

own prieft and religion. This is too general a toleration, and puts an

end to all focial religion.

To conclude, the right reverend the biihop of CI— ne, notwithftand-

ing his peculiarities, is a moft generous, beneficent, and benevolent

gentleman, as appears by his donations in New-England.

SECT.
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SECT. III.

Concerning the Indian tribes and natiom-, inter-

mixed with, under the proteBion of, and in aU

liance with, Great-Britain : alfo fome hints of the

French Indians,

THAT the contents of this fedlion may be the

more eafily comprehended, perhaps it may be

convenient to diftinguifh it into fome feparate articles.

I. A general hiftory of the Weft-Indians, or aboriginal

Americans. 2. Their religion, language, manners, arts,

and improvements in nature. 3. Their tribes or na-

tions lying upon or near the eaftern Ihore of North-

America. 4. Their wars with, and incurfions upons

theBritilh North-America colonies.

Article I.

A general hiftory of the aboriginal Americans,

AS to the origin of things, particularly of mankind,

we have no other account in credit with chriftians,

whether allegorical or literal is not my affair, but that

of Mofes in the fcriptural books of our Bible or religion.

Doubtlefs there have been at times general or almoft

univerfal peftilences, famines, deluges, implacable wars,

which have almoft extinguifhed the race of mankind in

the countries where thefe general calamities prevailed

;

and muft require many centuries to repeople them from

the fmall remaining ftock, and to reduce them by grada-

tions [n] to large focieties called tribes or cantons, na-

tions, and empires.

[«] From a country or continent thus reduced to a very fmall ftock,

we may inveftigate the various degrees of civil government. At firft

they were only diltiui^ families, left Ifole, and their government was

G 4 The
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The boundaries of their united tribes .ailed nations

or empires, are natural, viz. feas, bays, lakes, great

rivers, high mountains •, thus for inftance, our neigh-

patriarchial, that is, by heads of families : thefe heads of families foon

became acquainted and neighbourly, and for mutual proteftion and

good neighhouihood, entered into affociations, by us called tribes,

cantons, or clans : feveral of thefe tribes, upon fufpicion of fome am-

bitious defign of fome neighbouring powerful tribes, or confederacy

of tribes, for their better defence were obliged to enter into a federal

junion, and at length were incorporated into one general diredion called

a nation or empire. Perhaps we may fuppofe that fuch were the em-

pires of Mexico and Peru in America,

Sir Ifaac i\'ewton, in his chronology of ancient kingdoms amended,

by his incomparable fagacity inveftigates, that in ancient times Greece

and all Europe were peopled by wandering Cimerians and iScythians j

the emigrations or excuffions which in feveral ages have occafioned re-

volutions, and new-peopling of the fouthern parts of Europe: Goths,

'Yandals^c. came from thence by fwarming, that is, leaving their

Dative country for want of room or fubfiflence. Northern countries

are the leaft liable to the abovementioned calamities, and may be called

- Burferies : they had lived a rambling life, like the Tartars, in the

Xiorthern parts -of Alia.

We fhould have previoufly obferved, that mankind is naturally a

.gregarious animal, does not love folitude, but has a ftrong paffion or

prcpenfity for fociety ; their natural reafon, and capacity of fpeech or

corfimunication of thoughts, inclines theih to it.

Dr. Heylin, from him moft of our modern hiftorians of this kind

iranfcribe, gives a very eafy novel manner of the peopling the feveral

.nations from the pofterity of Noah ; we Ihall not impofe this upon our

readers. He fays the Americans proceeded from Noah, by way of

Tartary.

Others publifti their conjeflures, that North- America was peopled

from Scythia and Tartary; that South-America was peopled from

China and Japan, without reflefting, that according to the fituation of

thefe countries it is imprafticable ; our modern large fhips cannot per-

form the navigation from China in lefs than fix or feven months : how
can it be performed in canoes ? The Americans had ho large em-

barkations; this requires no ferious animadverfions.

Some authors vvhimfically alledge, that the Phoenicians or Carthagi-

nians might have been drove thither by fome continued frefh eafterly

winds-; but the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Grecians, Romans, and

Arabians, who were fucceffively the great navigators, make no menlioo

of America ; and upon our arrival in America, wc could not find the

leaft monument or token of their ever being there.

Therefore we can cany tlie hiftory of the American countries no

higher than Columbus's difcovery, anno
1 492. See p. 25. 63.

bouring
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bouring nation of Abnaquies are bounded by the Atlan-

tic ocean, or rather at prefent by the Englifh fettle-

ments upon the Atlantic ihore, by the bay of Fundi, by

the great river St. Laurence, by lake Champlain and

Hudlbn's river.

The tribes vv^hich, at leall: nominally, compofe their

general denomination of a nation, are generally named
from the rivers upon which they live ; as in Lapland

of Sweden, t;he Laplanders are diftinguiihed by the

names of the rivers Uma, Pitha, Lula, Tarneo, and

Kimi.

As China feem.s to be elder brother of all the na-

tions of mankind as to their politia and improvements

in nature ; fo America may, with m.uch propriety, be

called the youngeft brother and meanell of mankind

;

no civil government, no religion, no letters ; the

French call them les hommes des bois^ or men-brutes of

the foreft: they do not cultivate the earth by plant-

ing or grazing, excepting a very inconfiderable quan-

tity of maye or indian corn, and of kidney-beans (in

Nev7-England they are called Indian beans) which fome

of their fquaas or v/omen plant ; they do not provide

for to-morrow; their hunting is their neceffary fubfift-

ence, not diverfion ; when they have good luck in hunt-

ing, they eat and ileep until all is confumed, and then go

a hunting again.

The higher the latitudes, the Indians are fewer m
numbers and more ftragghng, nature not affording ne-

ceffary fubfiftence for many, and only in fmall bodies or

herds : their trade or commerce is trifling, having no

produce, no manufafture, but little game ; the difEculty

of fubfifting requires almoft their vv'iiole time to provide

for themfelves.

Excepting that conftitution of body, which by ufe

they have acquired from their birth, of enduring hard-

fhips of hunger and weather •, they are tender, and not

long-lived, and generally very fimple and ignorant

;

fome of their old men, by ufe and experience in the

world,
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world, acquire a confiderable degree of fagacity. New
negroes from Guinea generally exceed them much in

conilitucion of body and mind. In the province of Maf-
fachulfetts Bay New -England, there was formerly a very

good project or defign, to educate at college fome of

their moft promifing youths, to ferve as mifTionaries for

civilizing, inftrufting, and converting of the wild In-

dians : this good purpofe turned abortive from the ten-

dernefs of t'leir conftitution and aukwardnefs in learning,

and at prefpnt is laid afide.

They are not fo polite as the wandering Tartars ; no

dairies. Like the wild Irilli they dread labour more
than poverty ; like dogs they are always either eating or

fleeping, excepting in travelling, hunting, and their

dances ; their floth and indolence inclines them to fot-

tilhnefs •, before chriftians arrived amongft them, they

had no knowledge of ftrong drink ^ this chriftian vice

not only deilroys their bodily health, and that of their

progeny, but creates feuds, outrages, and horrid mur-
ders. They are much given to deceit and lying, fb

as fcarce to be believed when they fpeak truth. See

annotations, page ii6. Their temper is the reverfe

of the Eaft-Indies, whereof fome cafts or fefts will not

kill any animal -, the Weft-Indians or Americans are

barbarous, and upon fmall provocations kill their own
fpecies ; fome of them exceed in barbarity, and in re-

venge and fury eat the flefh of their enemies, not from

hunger or delicacy ; fuch formerly were the Florida In-

dians ; they faid that the flefh of the Englifh eat mellow

and tender, that of the Spaniard hard and tough, the

Bermudian fifliy.

The aboriginal Americans have no honefty, no honour,

that is, they are of no faith, but mere brutes in that

rerpe6l. They generally have great fortitude of mind -,

without any appearance of fear or concern, they fuffer

any torture and death. In revenge they are barbarous

and implacable; they never forget nor forgive injuries ;

if one man kills another, the neareft in kindred to the

murdered
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murdered watches an opportunity to kill the murderer ;

and the death of one man may occafion the deaths of
many ; therefore when a man is guilty of murder, he

generally leaves the tribe, and goes into a voluntary

kind of banifhment. They are a fullen clofe people.

The Indian wars ought to be called maffacres, or in-

human barbarous outrages, rather than neceffary a6ls of
hoftility.

The Indians have their hunting, fowling and fifliing

grounds ; by a forked pointed pole, they ftrike or har-

poon their fifh ; but their wives and children refide moft-

ly on their planting grounds ; they plant but little.

They do not wander like the Tartars ; there are faid

to be fome wandering Indians -, they cannot be many ;

becaufe the fettling Indians are very jealous of their

hunting and fifhing grounds or properties.

Their ancient navigation was only croffing of rivers

upon bark -logs ; travelling along rivers, rivulets, and
fides of lakes in canoes or fchuyties, portable by two
men in their carrying- places from one river or pond
to another ; they are of birch-bark upon ribs of afh,

fowed together by fomic tough v/ooden fibres, and
paid (as faiiors exprefs it) with rofin from fome pine

kind ; they ufe no fails and oars, only paddles and fetting-

poles ; they are capable of carrying a man, his wife,

children, and baggage. Narrow rivers are better travel-

ling than ponds or lakes, becaufe upon the lakes, if

flormy or mvich wind, they cannot proceed, but muft
put to the fhore.

Many of our intermixed Indians are of good ufe as

fervants. It is obfervable, that amongft the Indian fer-

vants and negro (laves, the filly, thoughtlefs, and pu-
fillanimous anfwer beft ; fome perhaps may obferve

from this, that the bhnd paffive obedience and non-re-

fifcance m.en, make the beft fubjeds and court (laves in

Europe.

The Indians between the Tropics ; their complexion

is not of fo good a metalline copper luftre, but paler,

ilaiure



1^6 Britifli afid French Settlements Part I.

ftature fmaller, not fo robuft and courageous ; but, by
reafpn of the fertility of the country, are in larger

tribes, and confequently more civilized ; and from being

civilized, their confederacies and federal unions reduced

them into yaft empires [o']. Such were the empire of

Mexico, their moderator or principal man was Monte-
zuma ; and in the empire of Peru the more rich, as ha-

ving vaft treafures of filver and gold.

I'he northern tribes are fmall and difiindt ; a large

parcel of land lying wafte (in winter- countries) for

many months in the year, not fertile, and not cleared

of w'oods, cani.ot fubfift many people, but thefe fmall [/>]

tribes, though much difperled are allied by contiguity,

language, and intermarriages ; thus it is with our

neighbouring Abnaquies, who border upon New-Eng-
land ; the Iroquois or Mohawks, who border upon New-
York, Penfylvania, and Virginia, and the Cherokees,

who border upon Carolina j thefe may be called three

diftinfc great nations.

The Indians in the high latitudes are paler, ihort,

thick, fquat ; clcathed with fl^ins (generally feals-fkins)

fowed with thongs ; no bread-kind, no fire j live upon
whale and feal-blubber, and other fiih, and what
beafts they may kill with their arrows and darts ; their

boats and canoes are of a lingular make, adapted

only for one perfon j in the winter they live in caves.

[o] A Spanifh bilhop of the Weft-Indies, a man of obfervadon,

many years fince wrote, " That the Indians are of a tender conftitu-

tion : no part of Europe was more populous than Mexico, upon the

Spaniards firft arrival. Th€ Spaniards, in the iirft forty years, deftroyed

about twenty millions of Indians ; they left but a few Indians in

Hjfpaniola, none upon Cuba, Jamaica, the Bahama-iflands, Porto-

Rico, and Caribbee iflands, excepting upon Dominica and St. Vin-

cent, where they remain to this day.

{/>] In Bible-hiftory we read, that all mankind anciently lived in

fmall tribes; Abraham and his allies could raufter only 318 men;
with thefe he defeated four great kings, who had conquered feveral

kings. Where lands lie not cultivated, the tribes muft be fmall and

inhabitants few for want of fubfiftence.

Indians
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Indians in general paint their bodies, efpeclally their

faces (they affe6t red colour) as the Pi6ls and Britons of

Great-Britain formerly were accuftomed.

In the higher latitudes the Indians reckon by winters

(years) moons (miOnths) and fleeps (nights.) Between

the tropics they reckon by rains (the fealbns of rains,

end of fummer and beginning of autumn are periodical,

as are our winters) moons and deeps. In computing

diftances, they reckon by fleeps or days travels (as the

Dutch do by hours) viz. fo many fleeps or days travel

from one place to another.

Notwithflanding the unpolitenefs and want of fire-

arms amongft the American aboriginals, the Euro-

peans could not have effected their fettlements, becaufe

of vafl difparity in numbers, if fome difafFeded tribes,

to be revenged of the impolitions and encroachments

of fome neighbouring tribes, had not joined the Euro-

pean fmall-arms. Thus Cortez againft Mexico was
joined by feveral difaffedted tribes j when the fettlers

of New-Plymouth firfi: landed, MaiTafoit was glad of

the countenance of their fmall-arms againft the Nara-

ganfets.

" As to their make and complexion [j]. They have

thin lips, flattiih faces, languid countenance, fmall black

[y] We cannot account for the aboriginal difF;rences of complexions

in the various nations, and the variety of their features. The people

of tlie middle and fouth parts of xA.frica are black, of various conftant

permanent fhades or degrees, witli flat nofes, thick lips, fhort frizzled

or crifp black hair ; perhaps the complexion of the taAvney-moor of
Barbary the ancient Mauritania, is not aboriginal, but a comrlication

of the Ea-opean white, and the African bl.-ck ; our American com-
plexion feems to be native and iincere. The natives of the Indiaa

peninfula, betwixt the rivers Indus and Ganges in the Eaft-Indies, have
the African black complexion, the European features, and the Ame-
rican lank black hair or crin, but all native and genuine, not from a
mixed breed. Extreme hot or extreme cold weather, do equally tawn
white people, but not permanently j tranfplantation or tranfportation

recovers their native complexion.
It is' not various climates that giiJ-es the various complexions ;

America lies from 65 D. N. lat. to 55 D. S. lat. comprehending all

eyes,
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eyes, imberbes and impuberes, ftature various as in Eu-
rope ; in the higheft north and fouth latitudes, they are

taller and more robuft than betvv^-een the tropics ; their

hair jet black, lank (between the tropics not fo lank)

flifF, called by the French crin. The Spaniards found
it more tedious and much more difficult to reduce Chili,

than their other American conquefts. Their com-
plexion is of a fpiendid reddifli brown, or metalline luftre,

which is well expreffed by a copper colour : thus a

fpiendid v/hice, is called filver-colour : not of an

olive-colour or tawney (a tanned leather yellowifh

colour) as are the Aborigines of Barbary, and ibme of

their progeny in the fouth parts of France, Spain, and

Portugal. Some Indians upon the illhmus of Darien, are

of a milk-v/hite complexion, which is not natural and
hereditary ; but proceeds from a tender morbid conftitu-

tion; their parents were copper-coloured, and their chil-

dren become copper-coloured.

Their pofture is not crofs -legged as among the Afia-

tics 1 accumbent as formerly with the Greeek and Ro-

the various climates of Europe, Afia, and Africa; the American
complexion is permanently every where the ft me, only with "a

more or lefs of the metalline luftre. Salmon, a late difaffeded

fcribler, in his modern hiftory, fays, the blacks after fome ge-

nerations will become white ; in New-England there are Guinea
flaves in fucceffion of feveral generations, they continue the fame in

feature and complexion ; it is true, that in the Weft- India iflands fome-

diffolute planters are faid to wafh the blackmoor white ; by gene-

rating with the fucceffive fhades of their own iffue, children, grand-

children, ^r. the progeny at length becomes blonde, or of a pale

white.

Upon this fubjedl there are feveral intricacies in nature not to be

unravelled. Why the negroes of Guinea fhould have woolly crifp

black hair, and thofe of the Indian peninfula have lank black hair ?

Why the wool of northern flieep carried into a hot climate becomes
like goats hair, and returned to a northern climate, they recover

their wool again ? How nearncighbouring nations, if they do not in-

termarry, differ in features and complexions: the Circaffians are very

beautiful, their neighbouring Tartars are extremely ugly : the Lap-
landers are ruddy and frelh, the adjoining Ruffians and Tartars are

tawney and fqualid.

mans,
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mans, lying on their left fide, leaning upon their elbow -,

nor cowring as the women call it, the manner of the

African negroes, knees bent and legs parallel to their

thighs j not fitting upon their buttocks and thighs with

their legs dependant as in Europe ; but fitting oii their

buttocks ereft, with their thighs and legs in a itrait line

extended horizontally.

Our general trade with the Indians is fire-arms, pow-
der, and fhot, for war and hunting j ftrouds and blankets

for cloathing, fpirits, rum, and brandy for indolence

;

formerly toys, which were as coniiderable though £i\\j

amufement to them, as jewels are to us.

In travelling they direft their courfe by noted moun-
tains, by the fun when vifible, by the mofiy or north fide

of trees. As molt infefts avoid oils, the Indians greafe

themfelves as a defence againft muflcetoes and other

troublefome flies.

Many of our European purchafes of lands can fcarce be
faid to be for valuable confiderations ; but a long poflef-

iion, and in confequence prefcription, have made our title

good. Father Ralle, a late ingenious jefuit, and French
miflionary with the New-England Abnaquie Indians,

about twenty-fix years fince did kindle a war or infur-

redlion of thofe Indians in New-England, by inculcating,

that they held their lands of God and nature in fucceed-

ing generations ; that fathers could not alienate the earth

from their fons. We ufe no other artifice to keep the

Indians in our intereft, but, by underfelling the French,
and giving a higher price for Indian commodities ; this is

fair and juil.

Our printed hiflories of the Indian countries, their

governments, religion, languages, and cuiloms, are

creduloufly copied from credulous authors, and full of
filly conceits ; a very late and notable inflance of this,

we find in the journal of Anfon's voyage to the South-
feas, publillied by the mathematical mailer of the Cen-
turion, anno 1745,

Strlclly
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Striftly fpeaking, they feem to have no government,
no laws, and are only cemented by friendfhip and
good neighbourhood ; this is only a kind of tacit fe-

deral union between the many tribes, who compofe
the general denomination of a nation -, every individual

man feems to be independent and fid juris^ as to go-

vernment, and is only in friendfhip and neighbourly

relation with others of the fame tribe : Notwith-
ftanding, we fometimes find heads of tribes mentioned

as if in fucceffion, nay even female fuccelTions ; in the

New-England Pocanoket, Mount-hope, or king Philip's

war, anno 1675, there is mentioned the fquaa-fachem

of Pocallet, and a fquaa-fachem amongft the Nara-

ganfets. In other parts of the earth all focieties or

cohabitants have government, and an abfolute com-
pelling power is lodged Ibmewhere, and in fome man-
ner I but the American Indians have no compulllve

power over one another : when a tribe or neighbourhood

fends delegates, to treat with other bodies of men, whites

or Indians, the conclufions are carried home memoriter^

and the young men mull be perfuaded to come into

thefe articles ; when the Indians at any time are forced

into a peace, the blame of the war is laid upon their

young men.

The aboriginal cloathing of the northern Indians v/as

Ikins offeals cut in particular fafhions, and fewed together

with thongs (they had no threads of flax, hemp, or any

other herbs) in other parts they wore llcins of the va-

rious beads of the foreft. At prefent the Indians, who
have commerce with the colonies from Europe, wear

duffils and blanketing of about two yards fquare, which

the Romans called a [r] toga ; their fegamores or fa-

[?-] The Toga feems to be the moft ancient, natural, and fimple wear

ufed by mankind ; the Scots highlanders have wore it further back than

our records reach, ftriped and chequered varioufly according to

the humours of different ages ; but of late years it feeming to be

ufed as a badge of difaffe£lion to the prefent happy eftablifhed govern-

ment in Great-Britain, the parliament in their great wifdom have

abolilhed it.

chems
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ems wear blankets, with a border of a different colour,

and may be called pr^textati.

Article II.

^he religion^ language^ food^ and medicine, with fo'me othef

loofe particulars relating to the American Indians.

S the Americans before the arrival of colonies from
Europe, feem to have been, and ftill continue, ia

general, the molt barbarous and the leaft polifhed peo-

ple upon earth ; a clear, exaft, and full account of thefe

things cannot be expected -, but for the greater perfpicuity

we reduce them under diftindt heads.

I. Religion of the Americans.

SOME Indians of fagacity, a little civilized and in-

ftru6ted towards the Chriftian religion, can give no dif-

tindt account of any Indian religion, and ftumble

much at the mylteries of our Chriftian religion, being

indifcreetly crouded upon them at once, and with too

much impetuofity, without previous inftruftion. If you
do not believe immediately, you will be damned, is the

expreffion of our zealots ; whereas they ought to be
firft tamed by familiarity and fair deahng -, in friendly

converfation upon proper occafions, without any ap-

pearance of ofEcioufnefs, inftru6t them in natural religion

and morality •, thefe are plain and eafily comprehended ;

afterwards with difcretion, they may be by degrees

initiated into the myfteries ofour religion. Our miffiona-

ries, void of common prudence, in a reverfe prepofterous

manner begin with the abftrufe articles of the Chriftian

religion, and thence proceed to inftru6t them in the plain

eafy didtates of nature. In a filly, low, cant way, fome of
pur preachers tell the Indians, that the Chriftians God is

a better God than the Indians God ; whereas, they ought
Vol. L M to
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to inform them, that there is but one fupreme God, and

that one manner of worlhiping this God is more agreeable

to the Godhead, as being more natural and decent.

If fome of our Indian traders, were inftrufted, and at a

public charge capacitated to fell cheap amongft the

Indians, they would gain their affedions in this trading

familiar friendly manner, and lay a good foundation

for their converfion towards Chriflianity : an abrupt

Chriftian religious miflion amongft them feemsabfurd;

if the Emperor of China, or the Grand Turk, Ihould

fend fuch mifllonaries into Great-Britain to convert the

people there to the do6lrines of Confucius or Mahomet,

inftead of gaining profelytes, it would avert them. The
following digreffion may be acceptable to fome of our

readers.

^ digreffion concerning the religions of ancient nations.

I do not prefume to write concerning the controverfial

or devotional points of oiir modern religions, national,

or private opinions -, that is the bufmefs of a peculiar

profeflion or craft, called priefts.

Religion improves in nations, hand in hand with good

policy, and as they become more and more civilized.

did fight /)r^ aris et focis^ for their religion, as wdl as for;

their country. Amongft the Weft-India buccaneers,

the moft morally vicious of mankind ; the French im-

movably adhered to one another, becaufe of their beini

all Roman catholics ; the Englifh to one another, as be-

ing proteftants, and not from any other regard. Other-

ways both agreed and aded jointly as pirates.

As to religion, all mankind may be divided into three

fefts.

I. They who believe in a fupreme intelligence (oi

intelligences) who by omnipotence created and framec

the world, a-nd by infinite wifdom manages it : the]

ma;j
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may be called the godly. With this clafs, the divine

attribute iNcoMPREfiENsiBLE ought to refolve and com-
pofe all altercations concerning this being : Plutarch fays,

there is but one and the fame fupreme being or provi-

dence, that governs the world, though worlhiped by
multiplicity of names, by various nations and feftaries.

This fed admits of three fub-divifions.

^ I. Theifts, commonly called deifts, who admit of no
modifications in the deity ; in ancient times, and to this

day, they are improperly called atheifts. Amongft us,

he who denies the Trinity, is in law deemed atheift and
blafphemer. Anaxa^oras, the philofopher, palTed at

Athens for an atheift, becaufe he denied that the fun, the

other planets, and the ftars were gods. Socrates is faid

to have been a martyr for the unity of the Godhead,
refufmg to pay homage to the various gods of Greece.

This is the national (if we may thus exprefs) religion

of the Mahometans, having the large extent of all

national religions. It i^ the private opinion of many
who are intermixed with and go by the name of Chrifti-

ans, and are generally defigned Arians, or Socinians,

(Socinus of Sienna in Italy ;) they alfo deny original-fin,

and providence.

2. Tritheifts or Trinitarians. The diftinguifhing te-

net of all true orthodox Chriftians : they worfhip divi-

nity under three diftinft modifications, which I fhall not
pretend to explain or illuftrate, becaufe a myftery.

3. Polytheifts. Such were the ancient Egyptians,
Greeks, and Romans : the poets had a greater variety of
gods than the philofophers, many of them to be looked,
upon as a machinery introduced to embellifh a poem,
and to amufe the mind : they deified various parts of
nature, and were great promoters of polytheifm. All
the gods and goddefles of the ancients were only mo-
difications, words, or names, to exprefs feveral attributes

of a fupreme Being, the excellencies in nature, and the
virtues of heroes, and very eminent men ; as if in Britain

M 2 we
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we fhould fay Newton, the god of natural philofophy

and mathematics , Addifon, the god of the belles let-

tres, and polite learning.

II. They who admit of no fupreme Intelligence, but

fay that blind matter is the extent of our knowledge ;

thefe are the literal and true atheifts. Anaximander was

the firll noted atheift upon record, about 600 years

before Christ ; his noted followers were Lucippus,

Democritus, Epicurus, Lucretius, &c. In thefe late times,,
j

[j] fome, fingularly felf-conceited of their own penetra-

tion, have avowedly declared themlelves fuch, in defpite

of all the polite part of mankind.

III. The third feft made its firft appearance by
means of Pyrrho, in the 120 olympiad i they doubted of

every thing. Cicero and Seneca, two great men, were in-^

clined this way ; the late duke of Buckingham, an inge-

nious man, the epitaph which he made for himfelf begins,!

Dtibius vixi, incertus morior, &c. Dr. B ly, bifhop 01

CI— ne, fcems to affirm, in a whimfical manner, that

every thing we fee is an iilufion, that the whole feries of

life is a continued dream.

To thefe we may add, that, there is with all fober-

minded men only one general religion. The Prac-
tice OF TRUE AND SOLID ViRTUE. The belief in

certain vague opinions, the obferving of fixed or ap-

pointed external rites and ceremonies, do not enlighten]

the underftanding, or purify the heart, by rectifying the!

paffions. Mr. Pope, in his elTay upon man, well ex-j

prelTes it

:

For modes of faith, let wicked zealots fight

:

He can*t be wrong, who's life is in the right.

[s] Spinofa, a Jew, in his TraElatus Theologico-Toliticus.

Vanini, born at Naples in Italy, taught atheifm in France, was con*

vifted thereof, and burnt at Thouloufe, anno i6ig.

Jordano Bruno wrote a book, De trihus Impoftoribus ; meaning Mofes,|

Christ, and Mahomet.
^ j

Hobbes, in his Leviathan, advanced feveral wild notions of this
j

kind, but not confiftent ; he died anno 1679, JS.I, gi.

4 Sh
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Sir Ifaac Newton ufed to fay, when the converfation

ran upon differences in religion, " He knew of no
*' heretics or fchifmatics, but the wicked and the
" vicious."

Let us invefligate the origin and progrefs of religion

from the nature of things. Mankind is naturally a fu-

perftitious pavidum animal, fome few cunning defigning

men, take the [/] advantage of this general weaknefs

of human nature ; and as nurfes frighten and ^awe

children by hobgoblings and bugbears, fo they, by voci-

ferations, gefticulations, and pretended familiarity with

fome fuperior invifible being, promife to conciliate his

benevolence, in procuring good luck in their affair of
life (thus Powowers promife good luck in hunting to

the Indians) they avert ficknefs and other calamities

;

fometimes from the faid familiarity, they impofe pre-

tended dreams, vifions, and impulfes, as do our prefent

new-light difciples of a vagrant or ftrolling adlor of
enthufiafm. The Chinefe, though a polite people, their

com^nonalty are much addifted to fuperftition and
magic.

From this the wifemen, that is, the lawgivers' and
miniflers of flate in Greece, and elfewhere, took the hint,

and fet up oracles, which were abfolutely under their

own diredion and influence j thefe were of good ufe

to reconcile the (illy (but varium. et mutahil'e vulgus)

people, to what the ilate in wifdom had propofed upon
any extraordinary occafions : thefe oracles were deli-

vered by women ; the Sibyls were called fatidicte, that

is, prophecying and fortune-telling women j our women
exhorters among the Quakers and Methodifts, are not;

of the fame good ufe.

Herodotus writes (Cicero calls him the father of hif.

tory) that the ancient Perfians had neither temples,

\f\ Perhaps priefts of all religions are the fame ; we muft except a
fober-mindedj regular, truly pious and exemplary clergy; they are of
the greaieft ufe in cementing fociety.

M 3 altars.
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altars, nor ftatues ; in this condition we found the

aboriginal Indians or Americans. When nations began
to be civilized, we find the firft objeds of adoration

(proceeding from admiration) were the fun, moon,
other planets, and the ftars, in Egypt ; and the periods

of their revolutions were ufed in the computation of

time. The revolution of the fun was called a year,

that of the moon a month j every planet had one day

afligned him, and thefe feven planetary days were called

a week : if there had been more or fewer planets, the

days of the week would have been more or fewer

;

Mofes, brought up in all the learning of the Egyptians,

retained the fame in his hiflory part of our Bible, and

carries on the allegory (as fome free-thinkers call it)

of the creation accordingly. Our American Indians had

no knowledge of the planets, and therefore had no

reckonings by weeks, or returns of feven days.

The planetary names of the days of the week, at

firft view, feem confufed and at random -, but, in fa6t

they were methodically fo called. They began by the

Sun, as being the moft glorious planet, and afligned to

him the firft day of the week, dies Jolts, or Sunday (Sab-

bath-day is of a Jewifh fignification, and properly the

feventh day of the week ; Lord's-day is novel and pe-

culiar to chriftians) from thence reckoning in the natural

order of the planets, allowed a planet to every hour of

the twenty-four, which compofe a day , the next in courfe,

according to the aftronomy of thefe days, was Venus,

Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and confe-

quently the Sun had the eighth hour, the fifteenth and

twenty-fecond hoyr ; Venus the twenty- third j Mercury
the twenty-fourth -, confequently the Moon had the firft

hour of the next parcel of twenty-four hours, and gave

name to the fecond day of the week, dies lun^y or Monday

;

and in the fame rotation Mercury gives name to the

third ; Jupiter to the fourth day of the week, ^c. In

Britain we have fubftituted four of our north-country or

Gothic
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Gothic gods in the place of Mercury, Mars, Jtipiter,

and Venus.

So far back as ancient records inform, we find

that amongft the Egyptians and Orientals, religion firft

began to acquire a national confidence or fyftem. The
philofophers of Greece went to Egypt and Afia to ftudy

wifdom, learning, and religion ; thofe of Rome went
to Greece. They all did fo much indulge a poetical or

mythological vein, that it is diSicult to diftinguilh be-

tween their true eftablilhed religion and gods, from the

fabulous.

The various religions at this time amongft the nations

of this earth (the feveral parts of the earth that can be
of any confequence, are now well explored, and the

Americans may be well fa'id to be of no religion) may be
reduced to thefe general heads : 1 . The chriftian, or
believers in Jefus Cl^ift, which perhaps is that of Mofes
with additions and emendations : this may be called the
religion of Europe, fome few Turkifh dominions in

Europe excepted. 2. The Mahometan, which is much
more extenfive, and prevails in a great part of Africa,

in a great part of Afia, and in fome part of Europe. 3,
That of Confucius, being the followers of the doftrines
of Confucius in China, and the neighbouring parts of
Tartary. 4. May be comprehended under the general
name of idolaters, who worfhip the objeds, or the
images and reprefentations of the objeds which they
adore from love or fear -, the Lama of the eaft^rn Tartars
I call an idol.

The negroes of Aft-ica have a kind of religion which
may be called idolatry -, they worfhip fome material ob-
jeds, which in their nature may be extremely beneficial

or very hurtful to mankind; the firft through admira-
tion and love, the other through fear. But our ftupid
American Indians had no temples, no altars, no idols

or images, no fet times for worfhip, if it may be called

M 4 worlhipj
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worfhip ; it is only occafional, with frantic and ridiculous

vociferations and gefticulations, in cafes of ficknefs or
great calamities, performed by fome of their cunning men
called Powowers : they neVer harrafs European captives

to change their religion ; no religious wars [«], no con-
fufions from convocations.

The Powowers, are not parifli-priefts or clergy, regu-

larly fet apart to initiate the people into the myfteries of
religion, and to perform fome rites and ceremonies called

religious : they are of the fame nature with rafcally

cheats and pretended conjurers, that in the moft civilized

nations of Europe (intirely diftinft from any fort of
religion) impofe upon ignorant and weak people, by pre-

tending to fome familiar converfation with fome fuperior

fecret Being, Their Powowers, by aid of this influence,

become alfo their phyfici^ns ; this feems to be natural j

even with us a civilized people, our priefls, or Gofpel-

minifters, by the fame aid, are very apt ofEcioufly to in-

trude into the office of a phyfician, and ufe the fick as

their patients as well as their penitents : priefts and old

women of both fexes (as dean Swift humouroufly ex-

prefled it) are the great nufances to a regular medical

pradice. Expertus loquor. This perhaps may be the

natural reafon, why fome phyficians ufe the clergy with

contempt.

I do not find that Chriftianity is like to have any good
footing among the Indians : i . We are not exemplary
enough in common life, and commercial dealings : the

Indians fay, that they cannot perceive mankind the better

for being chriftians : chriftiarws cheat them out of their

lands and other effeds, and fometimes deprive them of

\u\ The civil adminiilration in England, from experience, are

fenlible of the inconveniences arifing from the meetings of the con-

vocations of the clergy, and for many years have not allowed them
to fit : they are not eflential to epifcopal church-government ; and
when they meet, they naturally ferment or rather effervefce, and oc-

cafion feverilh paroxyfms in the church, and fometimes convulfions in,

the Hate.

their
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their lives. 2. Our miiTionaries are generally void of

difcretion ; the Indians are, in all refpeds wild, know
nothing of the general rudiments of religion [w]: The
raiflionaries inftead of firft taming and civilizing the

Indians, and next inflrudting them in the principles of

natural religion and morality, begin with the fublime

myfteries of our religion, fuch as. How many perfons are

there in the Godhead? and the like. Thus from the

beginning they are bewildered and loft for ever. 3, Some
fi^ fraudes, which at firft may amufe, but afterwards

when difcovered, leave a permanent prejudice againft the

chriftian religion ; thus it is faid, that Ibme French

miiTionaries in relating to the Indians the liiftory of our

Saviour's birth and fufferings, tell them that the virgin

Mary was a French woman, that the Englilh crucified

Jesus Christ.

LANGUAGES.
THEIR manner of exprefTion is vehement and

emphatic; their ideas being few, their language is not

copious ; it confifts only of a few words, and many of

thefe ill-contrived j by a rumbling noife or found of many
fyllables, they exprefs an idea or thing, which, in the

[w] Mr. Brainerd, a mifiionary from a fociety in Scotland for pro-

pagating chriftian knowledge by Indian converfibns amongft the De la

Ware, and the Sefquahana Indians, in his journey printed at Phila-

delphia, anno 1745, ^^7^* ^^^^ ^i^ ftation was from Crofweekfung
in New-Jerfies, about eighty miles from the forks of De la Ware river

to Shaumaking on Sefquahana river, about i 20 miles weft of the faid

forks ; that he travelled more than i 30 miles above the En^lifh fettle-

ments upon Sefquahana river, and was with about feven or eight

diftinft tribe* there, fpeaking fo many different languages, moftly be-

longing to the Sennekas : he was three or four years upon this miflion,

fometimes did not fee an Engliftiman for a month or fix weeks toge-

ther ; all his exercifes were in Englifti. Mere journals are dry, but

otherwife it feems naif or natural. At that time there was no other

iniffionary amongft the Indians of Jerfies and Penfylvania. Notwith-
ftanding all his perfonal penances, and charge to the fociety, he ef-

fefted nothing, though a pious laborious Jtniffionary.

European
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European languages, is done by a fyllabie or two; as their

ideas increafq, they are obliged to adopt the European

words of adjoining colonies. In numbering they ufe the

fame natural way of reckoning by tens, as in Europe
;

ten being the number of human fingers. No chronicles,

fcarce any traditionary accounts of thinks extending back

further than two or three generations j fcarce any Indians

can tell their own age.

They had no [a:] charafters, that Is, hieroglyphics, or

letters ; they had a few fymbols or fignatures, as if

in a heraldry way to diftinguifh tribes •, the priacipal

were the tortoife, the bear, the wolf. There was not

the leaftvellige of letters in America ; fome years fince

a certain credulous perfon, and voluminous author, im-

pofed upon himfelf and others ; he obferved in a tiding

river, a rock, which, as it was not of an uniform fub-

llance, the ebbing and the flowing of the tide made a

forti of vermoulure, honey-combing, or etching on its

face ; here he imagined, that he had difcovered the

America Indian characters, and overjoyed remits fome

lines of his imaginary characters to the Royal Society in

[x\ There are fundry ways of exprefllng our thoughts and founds.

I . The Egyptian hieroglyphics feem to be the moft ancient : they

^'lvere delineations, drawings, and paintings, or images of material

things, or allegorical expreffions of tranfaftions in figures real or chi-

merical ; mutes feem to exprefs themfelves in hieroglyphical motions

:

the ^feft of this charafter feems to be, that ideas which have no ma-
terialifigure could not be well expreffed, and the writing too tedious

and iii^perfeft.

2. The Chinefe have no letters or compounding charafters ; every

word has a peculiar charader, and inftead of being unreafonably

long, as with the Americans, there is in fome manner a neceffity

for all their words being monofyllables ; thus their charadlers are

fo numerous, that a man of letters is a trade, not foon to be

learnt.

3. In Europe a few arbitrary chara£lers, called letters, were firll

brought to us from Phoenicia via Greece, and are in different nations

in number from twenty to twenty-four ; by thefe varioufly mixed, all

European words are compofed and well diilinguifhed; they exprefs

words or founds only, not things as in hieroglyphics.

London

:
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London : fee Philofophical Tranfaflions, Numb. 339.
*' At Taunton, by the fide of a tiding river, part iri, part

** out of, the river there is a large rock, on the perpendi-

** cular fide of which, next to the ftream, are {even or
*' eight lines, about feven or eight feet long, and about a
" foot wide each of them, ingraven with unaccountable
*•= chara<5ters, not like any known charader.'* This

may be fuppofed wrote anno 17 14: at prefent, anno

1 747, by the continued ebbing and flowing the honey-

combing is fo altered as not in the leaft to refemble his

draught of the charafters.

As the Indians were fo rude, as to have no letters or

other charafters, there is no certain way of writing

their names of things ; all we can do is to exprefs their

founds or pronunciations as near as may be in our own
letters. Father Ralle of Noridgwog, and fome other

fcholaftic French miffionaries, have imagined that the

Greek alphabet fuits their pronunciation bell. The
Indians have a figurative way of exprefling themfelves

as if in hieroglyphics ; thus, the renewing of alliances

they call brightening of the chain.

There is no general fixed way of writing Indian words,

therefore we Ihall not mind any particular orthography

in that refped, only we Ihall endeavour to be underftood:

for inftance, the Indian tribe upon Quenebec river in

New-England, we write and pronounce it Naridgwoag,
the French miffionaries write it Narantfoack : the tribe

of the Iroquois or five New-York allied Indian na-

tions, which we call Sennekas, the French call them
Somntouans.

There is not the fame reafon for preferving the Indian

names of their countries, nations, tribes, mountains, and
rivers, as there is for preferving the Greek, Roman,
and other more modern names of fuch things in Europe

;

the Indians have no civil or claflical hiftory to require it.

The Indians change their own perfonal names, and the

names of other things upon trifling occafions : our Indians

I affea
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afFedl to have Engli(h names ; thus Maflafoit's two fons

defired of the court of Plymouth to give them EngHfh
names-, they were accordingly named Alexander and

Philip ; this Philip, formerly Metacomet, was chief in a

fubfequent Indian war, called king Philip's war. Cap-

tain Smith the traveller refided nineteen years in Virginia

and New-England, and wrote a hiftory of thofe parts,

anno 1624; he enumerates the names of many tribes,

rivers, and other things, which are now irrecoverably

loil.

As the Indian dealings and mutual correfpondence

is much confined, their feveral languages are of fmall

extent [jy].

III. Food and medicine of the aboriginal Indians,

OUR Indians do not imitate the bees, ants, t^c. m
laying up ftores, but like rapacious animals, live from
hand to mouth ; after long falling they are voracious^,

and upon a gluttonous repaft can faft many days, by
bracing in, or reefing their girdles or belts.

The far-north Indians of Weft-Greenland, Terra dc

Labarador, i^c. live upon the blubber of whales, feals,

\y] Mr. Elliot, formerly minifler of Roxbury, adjoining to Bofton,

with immenfe labour tranflated and printed our Bible into Indian ; it

was done with a good pious defign, but muft be reckoned among the

Otioforttm hominum negotia ; it was done in the Natic language ; of the

Natics at prefent there are not twenty families fubfilting, and fcarce

any of thefe can read : Cui bono!

The countries in Europe being well civilized, with a great mutual

intercourfe and ufe of letters, their general languages, but in various

dialeds, are very extenfive ; the ancient Latin, in its various dialefts

and words, adopted from neighbouring nations, extends over Italy,

France, Spain, and Portugal ; the Celtic in Bretagne of France, Corn-

wall and Wales of England, Ifle of Man, great part of Ireland, and

the Highlands of Scotland} the Teutonic in Germany, Great- Britain,

Low-countries, in Belgia, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway ; the

Sclavonian in Mufcovy and Ruffia, in Poland, in Hungary, and the

other countries weft of thefe fo far as to the Turkilh dominions.

and
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and other fifh, and their mofl generous beverage is fifh-

oil ; fcarce any quadrupeds or fowls, not only from the

feverity and long continuance of their cold weather,

froft and fnow, but alfo becaufe their meadows and other

lands, inflead of grafs and other herbage, bear only

mofs.

The Indians, in the more moderate climates, live by

hunting, fowling, and fifh •, they do not clear and cul-

tivate the forefl by planting and grazing ; lately fomp

of their fquaas or women improve in planting of maize

and Indian beans. Their bread-kind are maize [2], or

Indian corn, phafeolus, kidney or Indian beans, feveral

forts of tuberous roots called ground-nuts ; feveral forts

of berries, particularly feveral forts of vitis Id^a^ in New-
Eno-land, called huckle-berries. Upon a continued

march, where hunting and fowling is inconfiderable, they

carry with them, for fubfiftence, parched Indian corn

called no-cake.

The Abnaquies, or New-England northern and eallern

Indians, becaufe of the hunting and fowling failing dur-

ing the winter, are obliged to remove to the fea-fide,

and live upon clams, bafs, fturgeon, ^c.

Their medical pradlice refembles that of officious old

women in fome remote country villages of Europe -, mere

empiricifm, or rather a traditionary blind pradbice ; they

regard only the fymptoms that ftrike the grofs fenfes

moft, without refped to any lefs obvious principal fymp-

[z] This hlftory was not compofed into a regular, full body, before

it began to be publiftied ; and its being publifhed only at various

times of leifure, and humour of the writer, it feems to become too

much of a mifcellany, but without negledting the principal view or

defign. Notwithftanding the defigned brevity, concifeners, 'or

fummary (which fpoils the fluidity or fluency of ftyle) it fwells too

anuch; therefore at prefent to eafe fome of our readers, we lay

afide or defer the designed fhort defcription or natural hiftory of

thefe things, which are ufed by the Indians as food, medicine, or

traffic.

torn.
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torn, which may be called the difeafe, or to conftitution,

fex, and age. The Powowers, conjurers, or wizards, are

their principal phyficians.

They do not life our way of venefediion, but praftif*

cupping-, they vomit and purge by particular herbs or

roots; inftead of veficatories and cauftics, they burn
with touchwood. Their principal remedy isfweatingin

huts warmed by heated ftones, and thereupon immedi-

ate immerfion in cold water : this feems to be a rational

practice, firft by relaxing to give a free pafTage to the

obftrufted circulatory juices •, and after a free pafTage is

fuppofed to be obtained, by cold immerfion to brace up
again : in inflammatory and eruptive epidemical fevers,

e. g. fmall-pox, this pradlice depopulates them.

Their medicines are only fimple indigenous herbs

;

they ufeno exotic plants, no minerals, no medicinal com-
pofitions, or chemical preparations. The virtues or pro-

per ufes of their herbs were difcovered by chance, and

their fimples, which have had a peculiar continued fuc-

cefs, have been handed down or tranfmitted from
generation to generation. As it is amongft brutes of a

limple fteady manner of regimen and living, fo with our

Indians there is no multiplicity of diftempers, therefore

their [«] materia medica is not copious.

Our Indians are fo tender, and habituated to a certain

way ofliving, that they do not bear tranfplantatiQn ; for

[a] In Europe our materia medica is too luxuriant, and the greateft

part of it trifling; many of our medicinal preparations and compofitions

sre filly and of no real ufe to the patient ; it is with pleafure that I

obferve, the various conferves, fyrups, diftilled waters, and feme other

Arabian medicines, wear out of falhion in Great-Britain amongfl the

regular phyficians, and are ufed only by quacks and praftifing apothe-

caries. A proper regimen diet, and not exceeding a dozen notedly

efficacious medicines properly applied (this, by fome of the clergy, old

women, and nurfes, is feprefented as doing nothing) is the true ef-

fedlual materia medica : where the nature of the dillemper and indica-

tions of cure are afcertained (in this confifts the art of phyfic.) D.
Pitcairn's problem, Dato morbo remedium inwrnrtt is not very intricate^

where incurable is not in the cafe.

inftance.
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inftance, the Spanifli Indians, captivated in the St. Au-
guftine war, anno 1702, and fold for flaves in New-
England, foon died confumptive ; this occafioned an aft

of aflembly to difcourage their importation. Europeans

feem to thrive the better for being tranfplanted ; the

progeny of Europeans born in America do not bear re-

movals, the reafons I cannot aflign : for inftance, from
MalTachufetts-Bay Province in New-England of 500
men upon the Cuba and Carthagena expedition, not ex-

ceeding fifty furvived ; of 3000 men upon the Cape-
Breton expedition, near one half died naturally in Louif-
bourg, or foon after their arrival in New-England ; of
about 300 perfons late prifoners and captives in Quebec
of Canada, about feventy died there.

They are not fo lafcivious as Europeans (Afiatics are

more lafcivious than Europeans, witnefs the feraglios

and harams of the great men in Turkey and Perfia, and
the difperfed Jews in Europe) they never offer violence

to our women captives: but are not fo continent as is

generally reprefented by authors ; Mrs. Rowlandfon,
wife to the minifter of Lancafter in New-England, cap-
tivated by the Indians anno 1676, writes, that her In-
dian mafter had three fquaas or wives ; Mr. Brainerd,

a Scotland miflionary, in the journal of his million,

printed anno 1 746^ mentions " the abijlive pradice of
*' Indian hufbands and wives, putting away each other,
*' and taking others in their ftead."

IV. The American Indians trade and currencies.

Trade. Their chief trade is fkins and furs, the pro-
duce of their hunting, moftly deer-lkins and beaver.

Beaver the farther fouth, have lefs fur and more
hair ; the farther north the ftaple is the longer : they
reckon eight forts of beaver, viz. winter, and fummer,
fat, and dry, i^c. The v/inter fat is the beft, next to

coat-beaver, which is beaver wore till it is well greafed.

A beaver-
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A beaver-fkin may weigh from one pound and a half

to two pound J an Indian pack of beaver may weigh
about 80 lb. wt. Beaver breed once a year, ten to fifteen

at a litter. In the very high latitudes there are no
beaver, becaufe no wood ; beaver require wood, which

they cut, or rather gnaw with their teeth (thus fquirrels

and rats gnaw timber) into lengths called junks or logs

for making their dams, and part of their food or fub-

liftence is the bark of trees. Three quarters of the re-

turns of the Hudfon's-Bay company is in beaver, to

about the value of 40,000 /. fterling per annum. The
fame good animal affords another commodity, cafloreum,

called beaver-flone ; this is not according to a vulgar er-

ror, the tefticles, but fome infpilTated fecretion contained

in a couple of glands near the anus of both males and

females.

Deer-fkins much more plenty fouthward ; South-Ca-

rolina does export per anmim^ the value of 25,000 /. to

30,000/. flerling in deer-flcins.

In the high latitudes, they deal with a fmall matter of

feathers, whale-bone, and blubber, or filh-oil.

Currencies. Their commercial flandard of currencies

is to the northward (I mean in North-America) per

pound beaver-fkin value, to the fouthward per pound
deer-fkin value.

They formerly had, and in fome places flill retain, for

fmall currency (in New-England, in old charter times,

they vrere a tender for any fum not exceeding forty Ihil-

lings) wampum or wampum-peag, being fmall bits of

the fpiral turns of a buccinum or whelk. This done up
into firings, and certain plaits or belts, was a large de.-

nomination, and large fums were reckoned by the num-
ber of fathoms of this wampum-plait : thus we read in

the hiflories of former times, for inftance, that the Na-
faganfet Indians, fent 200 fathom of wampum, to pay in

part a debt to Bofton colony ; Uncas, fachem of the

Moheags in Connedicut, paid 100 fathom of wampum
for monies du€ to the Englifh.

Article
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Article III.

^he Indian nations and tribes upon the eafiern fide of

North-America.

WE may diftinguifh the Indians by their relation or

pofition with regard to the European colonies

fettled in North-America, i. The Indian nations (we

cannot particularize- their feveral tribes or clans) without,

but bordering upon the Britifh grants, fuch are the

French Indians of Canada, and the Spanifh Indians of

Florida. 2. Indian tribes within our grants or charters,

but without our fettlements, fuch are the Mikamakes of

Nova Scotia, the Abnaquies of New-England, the Mo-
hawks, or five nations of New-York ; the emigrant Tuf-

cararoes I do not call a nation, &c. 3. Indian fami-

lies, interfperfed with our fettlements upon Indian referv-

ed lands ; thefe are ufeful to the Europeans, particularly

to the Britiih, as domeftic fervants, labourers, failors,

whalers, and other fifhers : many of the Indian re-

ferves are extinft, and their lands lapfed to the pro-

vinces.

The prefent names of the feven Indian nations, or

general great divifions, may continue in perpetuity, as

claffical names in hiflory: for the many particular tribes

included or which compofe the feveral nations or general

divifions, their names are fo various and changeable, we
cannot enumerate them ; and ftill lefs known are the

names and numbers of the villages or cafiles in the feveral

tribes.

The Indian nations or general divifions, which lie upon

or near the eaftern Ihore of North-America, are the In-

dians of Weft-Greenland, commonly called Davis's-

ftraits, Efkimaux, Algonquins, Tahiagrondie, Owtawaes,

Miamis, Chikefaus : Mikamakis, Abnaquies, Iroqois or

Mohawks, Chawans, Old Tufcararoes, Cutturnbaes,

Vol. L N Cherot
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Cherokees, and Creek-Indians : fome fhort defcriptions or

delineation of thefe will make the face of the eaft fide of

North -America more apparent and familiar to us, before

we fet down the feveral modern colonies fettled there

;

in imitation, Ji parva magnis componere, of the Europa
antique ^ moderns tables or maps.

I. The Indians of Weil-Greenland, or of a north-

eaft continent from Davis-ftraits reaching from Cape
Farewel in N. lat. 60 D. northward indefinitely, and
all the Indians in the fame latitudes, are a few ftraggling

miferable people -, live in caves or dens under ground, be-

caufe of the feverity of the cold [b'\ ; have no fire (no

fuel) eat their flefh and fifh raw ; are cloathed in feal-

Ikins •, much fubjeft to the fcurvy [f] or itch (the French

call thofe of Terra de Labradore fouth of Davis's-ftraits,

for this reafon, the fcabbed Indians) have no produce or

fubjeft for trade.

The Efkimaux extend from Davis's and Hudfon's
llraits north, along the weft fide of the Atlantic ocean

to the mouth of St. Laurence river fouth ; thence range

weftward crofs the lower parts of the feveral rivers

which fall into the bottom of Hudfon's-Bay, and then

northward along the weftern fliore of Hudfon's-Bay to

the polar circle [J] in 66 D. or 6y D. N. Lat. as Mr.
Dobbs v/rites. Thus the Efkimaux, excepting a fmall

narrow tradt upon the Labradore fhore, are all quit-

[^] Extremity of cold, may equally be called hell, as extremity of
heat ; our fcriptural writers lived in a hot country, not in a cold cli-

mate. In the government of Mufcovy or Ruffia, traiiflation or exile

to Siberia the northern parts of Ruffia in a high latitude, is ufed as a
degree of punifhment next to death, in felonious criminal cafes, parti-

cularly in minifterial treachery.

[/•J Their filh coarfe diet, extremity of cold, and long winter con-

finements, render their circulating juices rancid or putrid, and confe-

quently are very fcorbutic.

[d\ Here I cannot underftand what Mr. Dobbs and Capt. Middle-
ton write; they mention northern Indians in Lat. 62 D. and 63 D.
and fome Efkimaux in Lat. 66 D, to 67 D. and thefe two nations in

a natural or continued enmity ; how ihall we reconcile this inter-

mixture?

claimed
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claimed to us by France in the treaty of Utrecht, anno

1713 : excepting thofe who frequent the bottom of

Hudfon's Bay •, the others can be of no commercial

benefit, they afford a very fmall matter of feathers, whale-

oil, and blubber.

Mr. Dobbs of Ireland, the prefent enthufiaftic fol-

lower of a N. W. paffage projeftion, very credulous,

gives the name of many imaginary tribes weft of

Hudfon's-Bay •, but as in high latitudes not many peo-

ple can fubfift [^], and his tribes are not well vouched, we
cannot mention them. Mr. Dobbs is an enemy of the

Hudfon's-Bay company ; he fays, that trade is got into

the hands of about nine or ten of their principal men,
who export not exceeding 3000/, fterling^^r annum, in

Britifh produce and manufafture; and keep up their

prices fo high, that the French fupply them cheaper, and

carry away the trade ; whereas if their charter was
vacated, and the trade laid open, many traders would
fettle faflories or trading houfes up the rivers towards

the French, and, by underfelling them, much increafe

our fur-trade.

Algon QUINS in feveral tribes reach from the mouth
«of St. Laurence river along its north fide, extending

about 150 leagues-, they are the French beft Indian

friends ; but frequently upon little differences give the

French fettlers much difturbance ; may be about 1 50Q
fighting men.
Tahsagrondie Indians are between the lakes Erie

and Hurons ; perhaps from the barrennefs of the coun-
try, they are of fmall numbers, difperfed, and of no
great notice: they are friends of the New-York na-

tions.

[<?] In the high latitudes, towards winter, fome of their animals be-

come grey or filver-coloured; and next fummer recover their na-
tive colours ; not from the fame hairs or feathers re-aiTuming their

native colour, but by a new growth or coat : perhaps a like decay
of native heat in the aged of mankind, occafions their becoming
grey.

N 2 OuTAWAES,
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OuTAWAES, a great and powerful nation, they Hve
upon the Outawae river, which joins upon the Cataraqui

river (the outlet of the great lakes) a little above Mon-
treal, and upon the great lakes, and extend N. W. to

near the S. W. part of Hudfon's-Bay ; they deal con-

fiderably with the New-York, trading houfes at Ofwe-
go [/], upon the lake Ontario in the Onondaguee coun-

try. In May, anno 1723, about eighty men, befides

women and children, from a large tribe belonging to the

Outawaes came to Albany in the province of New-York,
and defired to be admitted as another friend-nation

amongil the Mohawk nations ; this tribe hes between the

lake of Hurons and the upper lake, and call themfelves

Necaragees, of fix caflles or villages, near the flraits be-

tween thefe two lakes, adjoining to a tribe' called by the

fy] Indians of above twenty nations, or large tribes, come here to

trade in the feafon of their fairs ; thefe Indians are diftinguifliable, by
the variety and different fafhions of their canoes ; the very remote In-

dians are clothed in Ikins of various forts ; they all have fire-arms;

fome come fo far north as Port-Nelfon in Hudfon's-Bay N. Lat. 57 D,
and fome are from the Cherokees, weft of South-Carolina in N. Lat.

32 D This feems to be a vaft extent of inland water-carriage, but it is

only for canoes the fmalleft of craft. In Europe our inland water-

carriage vaftly excels this : for inftance (I do not mention the royal*

canal in France from the v/eftern ocean to the Mediterranean-fea, nor

the many canals finiHied, and projeded in Mufcovy and Ruflia,

by Peter the Great, becaufe they are artificial) from Afia and the

biack-fea, up the Danube river, to near the head thereof ; and thence

a fmall carrying place to the head of the river Rhine, which, by its

many branchings, has an excenfive communication, and falls into the

northern ocean in Holland ; and from the fourcesofthe Danube a
fmall carrying-place to the head of the river Rhone, which falls into

the Mediterranean fea, in the fouth of France; up the river Rhone,

and the Saone, and the Oufche; then a fmall carrying-place to the head

of the Seine river, which, by way of Paris, Rouen, and Havre-de-

Grace, carrries into the northern ocean; and from the Seine by a canal

to the river Loire by way of Orleans and Nants to the weftern ocean.

Our navigation and carriages in Europe are much improved beyond

this wild manner, incommoded by cataracts, falls, or fautes ; by trees

which accidentally fall acrofs their rivulets, &c. In Europe their car-

riage is in fhips and large craft for the ocean, feas, and large rivers,

and from thence an eafy wheel-land carriage at pleafure.

4 French
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French {f] Mifilimackinac. There is a large nation

fouth-weft of the Outawaes, called by the French, Les

Renards ; they are not v/ithin our knowledge.
'

^ MiAMiES, fo called by the French (we call them

Twightwies) or Ilinois ; they live generally upon the ri-

ver Miamis, and the lake and river I]inois which receives

the river Miamis. The Ilinois is a great river, and by it

[g] Mr. Kellogg, anno 1710, from Maflachufetts-Bay, captivated

by the Indians; in curiofity, and from a laudable public fpirit for in-

formation, travelled with fix French Indian traders, from Montreal ia

Canada up the Outawaes river, N. W. to Matawaen ; thence they

carry a little way to a fmall lake, N'pifing, and by the French river to

the great lake of the Hurons (a miferable countrv) about fifty leagues

in length, never froze over, but is like an open fea (no fpruce, that is

fir, or pine in this country,) they coafied to its N. W. corner, and win-

tered at a village or tribe of the Outawaes, called Mifilimackinac, in

N. Lat. /Sf.6 D. upon the (Ir ;its between the lakes Hurons and Ilinois

;

this Ilrair is frozen over in winter ; here he wintered ; he killed trout

of 50 1. vvt. from thefe ftraits they entered the lake Ilionis, and
coalled in courfe of its length S. S. W. to its fouth-wefterly corner ;

thence they carried one league (the longeft carriage in their journey

or voyage) to a branch of the river Ilinois: the river Miamis, which
gives name to a large nation of Indian?, and comes from near the lake

Ilinois, and by which thefe traders with Mr. Kellogg returned to

Montreal, falls into the river Ilinois. The river Ilinois runs a courfe

of about 130 leagues, and falls into the river Miffiffippi. Mr. Kellogg,

upon the river Ilinois, flnv the remains of feme former French fettle-

ments, but no prefent inhabitants, fome tufts of clover, and a few
European fruit-trees 5 this is what fome French writers call the pro-

vince of Hanois (perhaps corruptly for Ilinois) inhabited by above

1 6,000 whites; on the river Ilinois was a French fort, called fort

Louis or Crevecoeur. Five leagues below the mouth of river Ilinois,

falls into the Miffiffippi the great river Mifouris from the north-weft.

Farther down is a French village and wind-will, fome maize, a few
vines, and other European produce. A little farther down the Mif-
fiffippi, falls in the river Owbache, Ohio, or Belle-Riviere ; it heads

near the weft branch of the Sefquahana in Penfylvania. This is an-

other rout for the French trade, and patrole to the mouth of the

Miffiffippi. Hereabouts the French traders and Mr. Kellogg ended
their voyage, and returned to Montreal in Canada by the river Miamis.
We may fuppoie that about 37 D. N. La: is the boundary between
the French two general colonies of Canada and Loulfiana of Mif-
fiffiippi, and that their Canada trading licence ex:ends no fur-

ther.

N 3
' j$
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is one of Canada routs for their patrole and trade to the

Miffiffiippi.

Chickesaus feem to lie next to the Miamis, on the

^aftern fide of the Miffiffippi i they are alhes of and

traders with the people of Carolinas. The Cherokees

are next in courfe upon the eaft fide of Mifiiflippi river ;

but as they lie both fides, and upon the Apalachian moun-
tains, we fhall for method's fake (method renders every

thing dillind and eafy) refer it to the next range of

Indian nations. '

We have given a general view of the more remote na-

tions of Indians, that is, of the nations that live north,

and weft, and fouth-weft of the great river St. Laurence,

and weft of the Apalachian mountains to the great river

of Mifiiflippi : we now proceed to the next range that

lies from the mouth of St. Laurence river north, to the

bay of Apalachia in the gulph of Mexico fouth j being

upon the fouth and fouth-eaft fide of the river St. Lau-
rence, and eaft- fide of the Apalachian mountains, or great

blue-hiils ; which reach from the [^] Niagara falls, in the

llraits between lake Ontario and Erie N. lat. 43 D. to

the bay of Apalachia in N. lat. 30 D. Thefe mountains

are generally 300 miles from the Atlantic fliore ; all the

runs of water from their eaft fide, fall into the Atlantic

ocean, and thofe from the weft-fide into the grand river

Miflifllppi.

JI. The Mikamakes of rAccadieox Nova Scotia, fome

of them live along Cape-Sable ftiore, fome at Green-Bay,

Menis, and Chicani6to, fome in Cape-Breton ifland, and

St. John's ifland : they do not much exceed 350 fight-

ing men ; they continue in the French intereft, from our

\J}]
M. Vaudreuil, late governor-general of Canada, caiifed thefe

famous falls to be narrowly examined ; reduced to a perpendicular

height, they were only twenty fix fathom ; father Hennopin writes it

100 fathom. It is true, that from the great falls, it continues ilill tp

dcfcend fomewhat further by ledges or Hairs.

baci
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bad management ; notwithftanding that the whole pro-

vince was quit-claimed to us by the peace of Utrecht

171 3 : from this fame negleft or wrong conduct it pro-

ceeds, that the French are allowed to keep five miffions

in this province, viz. That of Annapolis River, of

Cape-Sable fhore, of Monis, of Chicanifto, and St.

John's river. The bifhop of Quebec in Canada is allowed

to be their fuperior and conftituent, and they aft by his

direftion.

The Abnaquies, properly the New-England Indian

nation, reach eaft and weft from the bay of Fundy (to

defcribe the Indian nations as geographers in Europe do
countries, by latitudes and longitudes, would be ftiff,

pedantic, not accurate, and of no ufe) to Hudfon's or

New-York river and lake Champlian or Corlaer •, north

and fouth from the St. Laurence or Canada great river,

to the Atlantic ocean. They are in many tribes, but

dwindle much and become lefs formidable j their in-

tercourfe with the Britifh and French has introduced ad-

ditional diftempers amongft them, particularly thofe

which proceed from the immoderate ufe of fpirits,brandy
or rum; hence they become more indolent, and are

llraightned for fubfiftence ; their hunting fails them, they

have but few deer and beaver ; a fmall matter of Indian

corn and kidney-beans, which their fquaas or women
plant, is at prefent a confiderable part of their fubfiftence;

they conflfted of many tribes, fome extinft, fome extin-

guifhing, and the others much reduced [/J; let us enume-
rate them in their natural order, i . The Indians of St.

John's river, thefe belong to Nova Scotia, and have a

[/] The proprietors of the eaftern lands in New-EHgland, for fome
fcores of years, have heen much incommoded by the incurfions of
thefe Indians, which renders their intereft there a mere dead ftock

;

but very foon thefe Indians will not be capable to annoy them any
more, and by a law for fettling quiet poffeffion (phis country be-
ing fo often fettled and unfettled, bought and fold, the various claims
^re very intricate and title precarious) the lands there will become
valuable.

N 4 preach
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French miffionary prieft; the mouth of St. John's river,

in the bay of Fundy, is about ten leagues from Anna-
poHs-Royal, The St. John's river Indians, in travelhng

to Quebec, go up this long river, and fo on to a fhort

rapid river which falls into the river of St. Laurence a few

leagues below Quebec; they do not exceed 150 fighting

men. 2. Penobfcot Indians are within the MaflachufettST

Bay grant, have a French miffionary ; they lie upon a

great bay ofthe fame name; their numbers not exceeding

150 men fit to march; they travel to Quebec up the

,iirjall river of Penobfcot, which comes from the weft-»

ward, and go on to Quenebec river a little above Taconic

falls, and thence follow the fame rout with the Quenebec
Incians. 3. Sheepfcut Indians in the Maflachufetts

grant, upon a river of the fame name, which falls into

Sagadahoc (formerly called Sagatawooke) river, or rather

bay, from the eailward; not exceeding two or three

families exifting anno 1747. 4. Quenebec Indians, in the

forefaid grant, upon the river of the fame name, being the

middle and principal river of Sagadahoc ; their principal

fettiement or head-quarters is at Norridgwoag, about 100

rniles up northward from the entrance of Sagadahoc

;

they were much reduced in their war or rebellion, in the

time of the wife adminiftration of William Dummer, Efq;

they have a French miffionary, and travel to Quebec up

Qiienebec river, and from the head thereof, by feveral

ponds and carrying-places to the fhort rapid river La
Chaudiere, which falls into St. Laurence river, about four

leagues above Quebec ; at prefent they do not exceed

fixty fighting men.. 5. Amerefcogin Indians upon

Pegepfcut or Brunfwic river, which falls into the weft fide

of Sagadahoc, they may be faid to be extinft. 6. Pig-

,
wacket Indians on Saco river (they are in twofettlements)

Pigwoket and Offepee at OlTepee pond (Lovel, and his

party of voluntiers were cut off by the Indians, anno

1724) lie about fifty miles about Winter-Harbour, the

mouth of Saco river ; at prefent not exceeding a dozen

fighting men, and formerly travelled (at prefent they are

in
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in the Britifh intereft) to Quebec via Connefblcut river

up, and St. Franfois river down to Canada river. 7.

The Pennycook Indians, upon Merrimac river in New-
Hampfhire jurifdidion, but lately quite extinft. 8. The
Walnonoak Indians, on the river Puante, called the mif-

fion of Befancourt, over-againft Les Trois Rivieres, thirty

leagues above Quebec, at this time in the Canada ju-

rifdidion, about forty fighting men. 9. The Aroufegun-

tecook Indians, upon the river and miffion of St. Fran-

cois, about forty leagues above Quebec, in the Canada

jurifdidion, not exceeding 160 men fit to march. 10.

MafialTuc Indians, on the eaft or Dutch fide of lake

Champlain, in the French intereft, do not exceed fixty

fighting men. Thus the Abnaquie extenfive nation

of Indians, does not exceed 640 fighting men fit to

march.

The Iroquois Indians. We call them Mohawks, the

name of one of the five or fix united nations ; thus

the feven united provinces o£ the Belgic Netherlands

are called Holland from the province of Holland ; and

the ten Spanifh, now Auftrian, provinces there, are called

Flanders, from the province of Flanders : they head or

lie north of our provinces of New- York, Penfylvania,

Maryland, and fome part of Virginia •, the Senaccaas reach

a great way down Sel'quahana river; the tribe of about

100 fouls called Shaumakins, lie below the forks of Sef-

quahana, about 120 miles weft from the forks of De la

Ware river. In all public accounts, they are lately

called the fix nations of New- York friend Indians-, the

Tufcararoes, emigrants from the old Tufcararoes of

Norch-Carolina, lately are reckoned as the fixth ; we ihall

reckon them as formerly, i. The Mohawks ; they live

upon the Mohawks or Schenedady river •, they have a

caftle or village weftward from Albany forty miles, an-

other fixty-five miles weft from Albany: the number
of their fencible men about 160. 2. Oneideas, about

eighty miles from the Mohawks fecond village, confifting

of near 200 fighting men. 3. Onondagues, about

twenty*
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twenty-five miles farther (the famous Ofwego trading

place on the lake Ontario, about 200 miles weft from
Albany, is in their country) confift of about 250 men. 4.

Cayugeas, about feventy miles farther, of about 130
men. 5. Senekeas, further weft about 700 marching

fighting men.. The fighting men of the five or fix na-

tions of Mohawks, may be reckoned at 1500 men, and
extend from Albany weft about 400 miles, lying in

the New-York, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia

governments, in about thirty tribes or villages. Befides

thele, there is fettled a little above Montreal, a tribe of
fcoundrel runaways from the Mohawks ; they are called

Kahnuages, of about eighty men.

The Chowans, on the eaft fide ofthe Apalachian moun-
tains, or great Blue-hills, are reduced to a fmall number ;

they lie weft of Virginia and North- Carolina •, they live

north of Roanoke river. Lately our Indian traders have

found feveral practicable pafies crofs thefe mountains,

and keep ftores in their weft fide, or intervals of ridges

;

they are in continued or natural enmity with the Tufca-

raroes.

The TuscARAROEs lie between Roanoke and Pemlico

rivers in North -Carolina j do not exceed 200 fighting

men, being much reduced upon their North-Carolina

infurredion, anno 171 1, and many of their nation drove

oft"', now fettled with the New-York five nations.

Catabaws in courfe lie fouth of the Tufcararoes, a

fmall nation, of about 300 men. The Catabaws, Chero-

kees, and fome of the Creeks, are not ftyled iubjeds, but

allies and good friends of Great-Britain.

Cherokees [k] live upon the fouthern parts and both

fides of the Apaiaehian mountains; are a populous exten-

five nation of about 6000 men. Anno 1722, in a con-

grefs with governor Nicholfon of South-Carolina, there

[/fl The Cherokees are a conftant and fure barrier between the

French upon the MiflllTippi and the Britifh colonies of Carolina : why,

fliould not the Abnaquies, by good management, be made a good bar-

rier bftvvcen New- England and Canada?
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were prefent of the lower and middle Cherokees the chiefs

of thirty-feven towns or tribes; and, with their confent

general Nicholfon appointed Wrofetafatow their com-

mander in chief. The people of South-Carolina have a

confiderable trade or trucking faftory at Tunifec, a Che-

rokee tribe upon the river Miffifllppi.

Creek Indians of Florida about 2000 men. The
lower Creeks con fill of eight to ten tribes, and run weft

to Flint river, which falls into the bay of Apalchia or gulf

of Mexico ; by inftigation of the Spaniards particularly

of St. Auguftine, are very troublefome to our Carolina

and Georgia fettlements, efpecially the adjoining tribe of

Yamafles. For inftance, anno 1719, there was fome

French and Spanifh projection againft Great-Britain in

embryo ; the Abnaquies of New-England, by the infti-

gation of the French, began to be troublefome upon the

fame projedion j this projediion in Europe came to no
maturity.

III. Indian families, or fmall tribes upon referved

lands, interfperfed with the Britifh fettlements in North-

America. Upon the lower parts of the feveral rivers,

which run into the Atlantic ocean in the Britifh fettle-

ments, are feveral fmall diftinft tribes or related families,

which are not reckoned as belonging to the farther inland

large nations : they extinguiih apace from the infedion

of our European diftempers and vices ; it can be of no

ufe to follow a detail of thefe perifliing tranfitory fmall

tribes or families ; as a fample I fhall enumerate thofe in

the province of Mafiachufetts-Bay.

By a6l of the Maffachufetts-Bay aflembly, anno 1 746,
the Indian referves being diftinguifhed into eight par-

cels, guardians, or managers, for thefe filly Indians were
appointed, i . Upon the eaftern part of the promon-
tary or peninfula of Cape-Cod, in the townftiips ofTruro,

Eaftham, Chatham, Harwich, and Yarmouth ; thefe In-

dians go by the feveral names of Pamet, NolTet, Pachee,

Potowmaket (here is an Indian congregation v/ith a mi-

nifter)
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niller) Sochtoowoket, and Nobfciiflet. 2. The weftern

part of the faid peninfula of Cape-Cod in the townfhips of

Barn liable, Sandwich, and Falmouth, called the Indians

of Wayanaes (the name of a formerly greateft fachem
in that country) or Hyaneas, Colloweet, MaOipe, Wa-
quoit (Oyfter harbour) Scootin, and SaconofTet or Woods-
hole, the ferry-place to Martha's-Vineyard. 3. The In-

dians of the ifland of Nantucket about 900 fouls, being

more than all the others together, are very ufeful in the

whale and cod -fifhery. 4. Indians of Martha's-Vineyard

ifland about 450 % lately many ofthem have gone to fettle

in Nantucket, being a place of better employment. 5.'

The Indians of Plymouth, Pembroke, and Middle-
borough, called Nama&et. 7. The Nipmugs (formerly

comprehending all the fmall inland tribes from Connefti-

cut river to Merrimac river; Blackftone or Patucket river,

which falls into the Naraganfet-Bay, was formerly called

Nipmug river) formerly known by the names of Cuta-
mogs, orNipneis, in the townfhips and diftrifts of Dud-
ley, Oxford, 'Woodftock, Kiilinlbay, and Douglafs ; the

Hafanamiflets in Grafton and Sutton % the Naihobies in

Littleton, Stow, Afton, and Concord \ Nafliaways in

Lancafter and Groton. 7. The Indian plantation of Natic,

with a minifter and falary from an Englifh fociety for

prapagating the golpel amongft the Indians in New-
England \ he officiates in Englifh, and his congregation

are moilly Englifh ; it lies about eighteen miles wefl

from Bofhon, not exceeding twenty families of Indians.

8. Puncopag Indians, in the townfhip of Stoughton, be-

ing three or four families. Befides thefe, there is in the

S. W. corner of the province of MalTachufetts-Bay, about

twenty-five miles eafl from Hudfon's or York river, a

fmall tribe of Indians, called Houfatonics, upon a river

of that name, called Weftenhoek by the Dutch : they

are lately intermixed with the Enghfh in the townfhips of
• Sheffield and Stockbridge.

Excepting the Indians of Nantucket and Martha's-

Vineyard (better employed) all the others in a few years

will
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will beextind; moil of their men were perfuaded to en-

lift as foldiers in the late expeditions to Cuba and Cartha-

gena againfi: the Spaniards, and to Cape-Breton, and

Nova Scotia againfi the French ; fcarce any of them fur-

vived, and the names and memory of their tribes not

worth preferving.

In the other Britifh colonies, where any tribes inter-

mixed with our fettlements require notice, they fhall be

mentioned in the proper fedions. This article I profe-

cute no further.

Article IV*.

Indian wars with the Britilh colonies in North-America.

WHEN the country of the Indians at war with us,

lies upon our frontiers, but without our grants, I

call it a war in the common acceptation ; if within our

grants, but without our fettlements, I call it an eruption,

in our proclamations againfi them it is called rebellion,

as in all the New-England wars with the Abnaquies ; if

intermixed with our fettlements, it is an infurreftion, fuch

were the wars of the Pequods, anno 1637, and of king

Philip and his confederates, anno 1675.
In this article I only mention the Indian infurredions

or commotions which happened from the firfl landing

of the Engliih in the American countries, until the Britifh

[/J revolution in favour of the Prince of Orange, anno
1688: after this period, though our Indian wars were

generally executed by the bordering Indians, they were

under the influence, and by the dire6tion of the Canada
French ; therefore I do not reckon them as mere Indian

[/] The revolution in a fl:ri£l fenfe, was not the landing of the

prince of Orange, afterwards king William of blefled memory ; it

was a parliamentary exclufion? of all the Popifh branches of the Britifti

royal family, and fettling the fuccefiion to the crown in the Proteftant

branches thereof.

wars.
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wars, but as French wars in America ; they went pari

pajfu with the Britifh and French wars in Europe, and be-

ing intermixed with the European and New-England
Britifh expeditions againfl Canada, Nova Scotia, or

L'Accadie, and Cape-Breton, or L'Ifle Royale, we
fhall give fome fhort account of them in the proper

Tedlions.

A detail of the fmall Indian fkirmifhes, at bur firft:

fetthng, can be of no ufeful information, and at this

diftance of time is no amufement. A rafcally fellow,

Capt. Hunt, anno 1614, by ftealth carried off fome In-

dians, and in the Mediterranean of Europe, fold them to

the Spaniards as Moors captivated from Barbary ; this

occafioned a diffidence and difguft againfl: the Englifh

traders upon that coaft for fome time. In New-England,
excepting the Indian wars with the Pequods 1637, and

with the Packenokets (called king Philip's war) and their

confederates, anno 1675 j and the French Indian wars

with us during king William's and queen Anne's wars in

Europe-, and an eruption anno 1722, to 1725, when the

French and Spaniards were hatching a war againfl: us in

Europe, which proved abortive ; and our prefent war
with the French and their aflbciated Indians ; we had no

Indian war of any kind. It is true, there have been

private rencounters between the Englifli and Indians at

times from fudden flights of paflion or drunkennefs ; as

happens all the world over.

Upon good enquiry it will be found, that our properly

fpeaking Indian wars have not been fo frequent, fo tedi-

ous, and fo defolating, as is commonly reprefented in too

fl:rong a light (hunger-fl:arved, and cold-ftarved were our

greatefl: hardfliips in fettling •,) In New-England our only

Indian wars, properly fo called, were the Pequod war,

anno 1637, which lafted three months ; and king Phihp's

war, anno 1675, and 1676, of about fourteen months
continuance •, and the war of 1 722, to 1 725.

In our northern parts, the Indians generally appear

i;i Imall fkulking parties, with yelHngs, flioutings, and
antie.
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antic poftures, inftead of trumpets and drunas -, their

Indian wood-cry is jo-hau •, their war-cry may be ex-

preffed, woach, woach, ha, ha, hach, woach.

The Indians are not wanderers like the Tartars, but

are ramblers ; and in time of war, according to the

feafons, they may be annoyed at their head-quarters,

and ambufcaded or way -laid at their carrying or land

travelling places. Their retreats or ftrong places are

the iwamps (copfes in a morafs.) Dr. Cotton Mather,

with good propriety calls it, being infwamped, in imi-

tation of the European term intrenched. Like the

French in Europe, without regard to faith of treaties,

they fuddenly break out into furious, rapid outrages

and devaftations ; but foon retire precipitately, having

no ftores for fubfiftence -, the country is not cleared and

cultivated. Their captives if they ficken, or are other-

ways incapable of travelling, they kill them, and fave

their fcalps ; the Englifh thus captivated are fold to

French families in Canada, but redeemable upon reim-

burfing the price paid, by an order from the governor-

general of Canada,

Their head-v/arriors are men noted for ftrength and

courage ; fometimes in their wars they chufe a tempo-

rary chief of all the tribes of one nation engaged

(at times fome particular tribe or village have declined

joining in warv/ith the general nation.) Thus theNian-

tics in the Pequod war -, thus the Saco Indians in the

prefent war^ or rebellion of the Abnaquies ; but not

with a Roman diftatorial power : anno 1 6y6, Mada-
cawando of Penobfcot was chief of all the eaftern or

Abnaquie Indians, and Squando of Saco was his fecond

;

anno 1637, Saffacous was chief of the Pequod cailles or

villages.

Our fcouts or Indian hunters, in the time of war,

carry packs, which at firft fetting out may weigh 70 wt.

being about thirty days provifion of bifcuit, or parched

Indian corn, fait pork, fugar and ginger to qualify and

animate their drink, which is water : their method of

lodging.
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lodging, pitching, or camping at night, is in parcels of
ten or twelve men to a fire •, they lie upon brufh, wrapt

up in a blanket, with their feet to the fire.

Towards the better underftanding of the Pequod or

Poquot, and king Philip's wars, it may be proper to

know the fituation and circumftances of their adjoining

Indians, as they were anno, 163 7. Along fhore firft

were the Cape-Cod, peninfula Indians in feveral tribes;

the Nantucket, and Martha's-Vineyard ifland Indians;

thefe were always in friendfhip with the Englifh fettlers ;

next were the Pocaffets (at prefent called Seconet) of

about 300 fighting men ; the Pockanokets, or king

Philip's men, about 300 fighting men ; the Nipmugs,
adjoining to the Pockanokets inland, in feveral tribes,

extending from Connefticut river to Merrimack river ;

the Naraganfets from Naraganfet-Bay to Pakatuke

river, the boundary between Connedicut and Rhode-

ifland colonies, about 1000 men ; the Pequods from

Pakatuck river to near Hudfon's or New-York river,

the Moheags at the head of New-London or Thames
river, about 400 men ; the Connedicut river Indians

in feveral tribes.

Pequod war. The occafions of this war were, j. A
barbarous warlike nation ; they killed, anno 1634, cap-

tains Stone and Norton, traders. 2. Lords Say and

Brook 1636, building a fort at the mouth of Connedi-

cut-river, near their head quarters, offended them. 3.

Their continued killing, upon Connedicut-river, of Eng-

iifh traders, upon frivolous pretences, to the number of

thirty ; at length the Englifh could not avoid a proper

refentment. '

Anno 1635, July 15, the alTociated colonies of New-
England made a league offenfive and defenfive with the

fix Naraganfet fachems : by one of the articles, the Na-
raganfet Indians confirm all former grants of lands made
to the Englifh. The Naraganfet and Pequods were not

cordial friends with one another.
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iC^y, in May 20, a body of feventy-feven Englifh,

fixty Connedlicut-river Indians, 200 Naraganfet Indians^

100 Niantics (a village of the Pequods in^friendlhip with

the Englilli) and twenty men from the garrifon of Say-
brooke-fort, under the diredlion of [m] captain Mafon,
afterwards deputy-governor of Connedicut (the 160
men from Maffachufetts-Bay under Mr. Stoughton, and
the fifty men from Plymouth colony, had not then
joined them) took and burnt the Pequod fort near My-
flic river (this river divides Stonington from Grotten in

Connedicut) and killed about 140 Indians : a great

body of Pequods came down fiom their neighbouring
principal fort, but the Englifh and their auxiliary In-

dians made a good retreat to their boats ; in all they
had only two men killed, and fixteen wounded. The
Enghdi purfued the Pequods from fwamp to fwamp with
great havock: at length, in a fwamp of Fairfield, to-

wards New-Netherlands, they were routed ; their cap-
tivated children were fent to Bermudas, and fold for
Haves. SafTacous, their leading fachem, with about thirty

more Pequods, fled to the Mohawks, and were murdered
by them. In lefs than three months war, about 700
Pequods were deftroyed, and that nation reduced to about
200 men, who fued for peace ; which was granted them
upon condition of their abandoning their name and
country, which accordingly they did, and incorporated
themfelves with the Naraganfets and Moheags [n],

N. B. They had not many fire-arms.

After the Pequod war, there were at times between
the Indians and Englifh private mutual injuries, fome-
times more general mifunderflandings, and threatened
ruptures i but the union ofFenfive and defenfive of the

[f»] This captain Mafon, for his good jfervice, had a colony grant
of a large extent of land; thefe lands are nowin difpute between the
colony of Conneaicut and Mr. Mafon's heirs.

[n] Perhaps fome expedient of this nature might be ufed with re-
gard to fome of the incorrigible clans of Highlanders in the northerri.
and weftern parts of Scotland.

Vol. L Q united
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united colonies of New-England awed them. By this

union the proportions were, Maflachufetts loo, Ply-

mouth, Hartford, and New-Haven, each forty-five men ;

this union was made anno 1643, the 19th day of the

third month.

Anno 1645 ^""^ 1646, the Naraganfets were private-

ly hatching an infurredlion, but were foon" brought

to an open declaration of a fettled friendfhip with the

Englifh.

1653, the [(?] Dutch of New Netherlands were form-

ing a confederacy with our Indians, to cut off all the

[o] The Dutch have generally been called our natural and good
friends, but as there can be no real friendfhip amongft rivals in trade,

it is a maxim with merchants, there is no friendjhip in trade ; the

Dutch carry this higher, t^at there is no humanity in trade ; we ought

to be equally jealous of the French and Dutch. The French faith is

in our times as notorioufly bad, as the Punica and G?-aca fdes was in

ancient times, therefore I fhall not enumerate any inftances of it.

I fliall give a few inftances how faulty the Dutch have been in this

refpeft. 1 . Not long after we had relieved them from the Spanifh

bondage in their vaderland, or native country, they malTacred our

faftory at Amboyna in the Eaft-Indies, never to be forgiven nor for-

gotten. 2. In our New-England wars with the Pequod Indians, anno

1637, and with king Philip's Indians, anno 1675, they fupplied our

enemy Indians with ammunition, &c. from New-York and Albany.

3. Anno '653; when the Englifh and Dutch were at war in Europe,

our Dutch neighbours of New-Netherlands had formed a plot, in con-

junftion with the Mohawks and eaflern Indians, to cut off the Britifh

colonies in New-England j but a peace in Europe foon happening,

prevented this maffacre. 4. A few years lince in the ifland of Java in

the Eaft-Indies, in the fuburbs and country adjacent to Batavia, were

fettled about go,ooo Chinefe, multiplying very fafl ; the Dutch,

jealous of their numbers and growth, upon a pretended umbrage of

an intended infurreftion,furprized, in cold blood, and mafTacred many
thoufands of them, in order to reduce their numbers : gain is their

God; to this they facriflce every thing, even their own fpecies, man-

kind. 5. In the autumn, anno 1746, when a French fquadron in-

vaded Fort St. George in the Eaft-Indies, the Englifh women of the

town and its territory fled to Pallicut, a Dutch fettlement, three hours

or twelve miles north from St. George's ; but the Dutch would not

receive them. 6. The filent confent of the Dutch to the French at-

tacking and taking of the Auflrian towns in the Netherlands : it is

fufpe^led in all our battles or engagements againfl the French in Flanders

New-
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New-England fettlements, but a peace between England
and Holland prevented it.

Anno 1654, the Naraganfet and Niantic Indians made
war againft the Montaoke j.ndians at the eafl end of

Long-ifland; but the united colonies of New-England,
by fitting out 270 foot and forty horfe, foon brought

the Naraganfets to an accommodation.

Paconoket, or king Philip's war. Maflaloit,

chief of the Wampanogoes, whereof Paconoket or Mount
Hope Neck was a tribe, was a good friend to the firft

Plymouth fettlers. He left two fons, Wamfucket and

Metacomet ; at their own defire the government of Ply-

mouth gave them the Englifh names of Alexander and

Phihp j Alexander died anno 1 662 ; Philip, by a formal

inftrument to the government of Plymouth anno 1671,
reftrifted himfelffrom difpofing of any of his lands with-

out their confent.

This Philip, fachem of the Wampanogoes or Pacano*
ket Indians, was naturally a man of penetration, cun-

ning, and courage •, he formed a deep plot anno 1075,
to extirpate the Englifh of New-England : with pro-

found fecrecy he effedled an extenfive confederacy with

other tribes of Indians, viz. Pocafiet, Naraganfets, Nip-
mugs, Conne6licut-river Indians, feveral tribes of the

Abnaquies our eaftern Indians. The Canada French
were in the fcheme, and, by their emiflaries, endeavoured
to keep up the fpirit of infurreftion ; the Dutch from
Albany were fufpefted of fupplying thefe Indians with
ammunition. By the New-Plymouth grant, we find the

Pacanoket Indians extended up Patuket or Blackltone,

formerly Nipmug-river, to the Nipmug country ; but
th^ boundary could not be afcertained by the late com-

this war, that the Dutch general officers had private inftruftions, ta

gi've 'v:ay, as if in collufion with the French court. The Dutch is an
oligarchy, or a government of few, and therefore liable to corruption,
and would even bring their own country to a market, and fell one an-
other upon occafion. The Dutch, if they could be fincere, are our
moft natural allies againft the encroaching French.

O 2 miffioners
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miffioners for fettling the line between Plymouth and

Rhode-ifland colonies.

Philip began his infurredion June 24, 1 6y^^ by killing

nine Englithmen in Swanzey, adjoining to Mount-

hope, his head quarters. The Englilh fufpeding the Na-

raganfets,a powerful nation, might join Philip, marched

an armed force into the Naraganfet country, and awed

them into a treaty of peace and friendlhip •, but nctwith-

ilanding (fuch is Indian Faith) they joined Philip, as

will appear in the fequel.

Beginning of July, the PocafTets begin hoftilities. In

a PocafTet fwamp, king Philip and his confederate Po-

caiTets, were environed by the Englifh, but by night

iiiade their efcape to the Nipmug country, leaving about

I bo women and children. Middle of July, the Nip-

mugs begin hoftilities by depredations in Mendon.

Auguft 25, the Connedicut-river Indians begin hofti-

lities by annoying the neighbouring Englifh fettie-

'ments.

In Auguft the eaftern Indians, viz. Pennycooks of

Merrimack, Pigwbkets of Saco, and Amarefcogins of

Pegepfcut-rivers break out, and by December they killed

about fifty Englifli, with their own lofs about ninety

Indians. The feverity of the winter brought thefe tribes

of eaftern Indians to a formal peace ; but by folicitation

of Philip they broke out again next fummer, and were

joined by the Quenebec Indians, kill feveral Englifli, ,

and deftroy their ftock ; but Philip being killed, they^

foon came in and fubmitted.

The enemy Indians, imagining that upon the footing

of the late treaty, the Englilh would deem the Naragan-

fets as neutrak, . in winter retired to the Naraganfet

country; but for very good reafons, the EngliOi, jealous

of the Naraganfets, fent thither 1000 men, 527 wheredf

from MaiTachufetts, under the command of governor

Winflow of Plymouth; they were increafed to 1500

men by an addition of fome neighbouring friend In-

dians
;

' December f9, they attack the Indians in their

fort i
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fortorfwamp, and killed about 700 Indians, befides wo-
men and children, with the lofs of about eighty-five

Englifli killed, and 1 50 wounded ; the fwamp is called

Patty-fquamfcut.

Notwithftanding this difafter, the Indians had flculk-

ing parties out all winter ; they kept the field better

than the Englifh, and harraifed our people much \ they

did damage in the town of Plymouth, and within a few
miles of Bofton, and the Englifh were obliged to keep
clofe in garrifon-houfes. In the fpring, the Mohawks
having fome difference with the Abnaquies, favoured the

Englilh ; and the Indians being much harraffed by fa-

mine (they had little produce, becaufe of the war, from
their planting grounds laft crop) fevers and fluxes, the

MafTachufetts government very wifely iffued a proclama-

tion July 8, 1676, prom ifing the hopes of a pardon to

all Indian enemies or rebels, who fliouid come in within

fourteen days. Many fubmitted, many withdrew to their

refpediive peculiar abodes ; fome travelled wefhward to-

wards Hudfon's river, were pu-fued and killed. Philip

was reduced to flculk about, and, in a fwamp of Mount
Hope, his own country, with fix or feven of his followers

was killed Augufl: 12, 1676,

During Philip's war about 3000 Indians were killed,

captivated, and fubmitted ; the Naraganfets from a large

body reduced to about 100 men. The war being over,

about 400 Indians by order met at niajor Waldron's of
Catchecho ; 200 were culled our, who had been notori-

ouQy, wicked, and mifchievous ; of thefe a fev/ fa ffered

death ; the others (of the 200; were tranfported and fold

for fiaves.

King Philip's, or Briflol neck, was fold towards de-

fraying the charges of the war, and afterwards, by the

general court, incorporated by the name of Briflol with
fome peculiar privileges and exemptions.

The colony of Connedlicut was fcarce touched in this

war. We have no record of Rhode-iiland alTiftance.

P 3 After
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After Philip's war, there were no more infurredions

or rebellions of our intermixed Indians : the following

wars were by eruptions and incurfions of the Indians

within our grants, but without our fettlements, by in-

fligation of our natural enemies the French of Canada,

viz. from autumn anno 16S8 (ibme fhort truces inter-

vening) to Jan. 7, anno 1698-9, and from Aug. 16,

anno 1703, to July 17, anno 1713, and from fpring

1744, when there were mutual declarations of war in

Europe of the Britifh and French ; this war ftill fubfifts

at this prefent writing September, 1747. Here we may
oblerve, that our eaftern Indians in this pending war have

not annoyed our fettlements eaftward, being called off by

the French to Crown- Point •, from Crown-Point the

French and their Indians have done co^Iiderable damage
upon the New-York and Maffachufetts weftern frontiers

;

and to Nova Scotia, by invefting the fort of Anna-
polis-Royal ; and by the malTacre of our people ^t Menis,

they have confiderably incommoded us. The la,te dif-

afters of the French expeditions, under the duke d'An-
vil le and M. La Jonquiere, againft Cape-Breton, Nova
Scotia, and our other fettlements in North-America,

have made the French defift from any further enter-

prizes in Nova Scotia and our eailem Indians, being dif-

miffed from that fervice, have lately appeared againft our

forts of Pemaquid and Georges.

Our wars with the India,ns in the reigns of king

William and of queen Anne, and the prefent war, are

intermixed with expeditions frorq Europe ; they are not

merely Indian -, we refer them to the fubfequent fedlons.

Governor Dummer's war againft the Indians may be

reckoned purely Indian, we fhall give fome fhort account

of it. The Canada French perceiving ouip eaftern fettle-

ments advance apace, fet their Qtienebec miflionary, fa-

ther Ralle a jefuite, to work ; he made thefe Indians

jealous of the Englifh, by telling them, that thefe lands

were given by God unalienably to the Indians and their

children for ever, according to the chriftian facred ora-

cles.
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des. Anno 171 7, the Indians began to murmur, and
:aFter fome time gave the Englifh fettlers formal warning

:,to leave the lands within a itt time -, at the expiration of

jthat time they committed depredations, by deftroying

Itheir cattle and other flock : the miffionary, with a

'prieflJy heat, began the affair too precipitately, before

ijthe receiving of diredions from France, as appears by a

Jletter from M. Vandreuil, governor-general of Canada,
Sto this father, " He could not tell how far he might
'" intermeddle in the affair, until he had particular in-

" ftruftions from the council of the navy in France ;**

all the French colonies are under the dire6lion of that

board : and the fmall-pox (which the Indians with good
reafon dread) prevaihng in New-England, anno 172 1,

prevented a declared rupture until anno 1722, July 5 ;

the government of Maflachufetts-Bay proclaimed them
rebels, and ordered 100/. per fcalp to volunteers fitted

out at their own charge, and afterwards 4 j. per day be-
fides. Our moll confiderable adion againft them was
at Noridgwoag of Qiienebec river, Augufl 12, anno
1724 ; their fighting men being juft come home from
fcouting. Captain Harman, with 200 men in fcventeen

whale-boats go up Qiienebec river, furprize the Indians

at Naridgwoag, bring off twenty fix Indian fcalps, and
that of father Ralle j Indians killed and drowned, in

their flight crofs the river, were computed to be eighty.

Captain Lovel, a volunteer with forty-four men, fets

out, via OfTipi pond, for Pigocket, was intercepted by
about feventy Indians ; he and about fourteen of his

men were killed, 'and many wounded.
The French and Indians of Nova Scotia were con-

cerned in this war ; they made a vain alTault upon the

fort of Annapolis-Royal, and did fome damage at

Canfo,

The delegates from the five or fix New-York Indian
nations, and from the Moheign or Hudfon's river In-

dians, and from the Scatacooks, came to Bofton, re-

O 4 ceived
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ceived prefents, gave fair promifes of ading in our fa-

vour, but did nothing.

We fent commiiTioners to the governor-general of
Canada, to expoftulate with him concerning his en-

couraging the Indian depredations, and to reclaim cap-

tives : his anfwer was, That thefe Indians were inde-

pendent nations, and not under his diredion j this was
a mere evafion.

After many bickerings, by good management in the

wife adminiftration of heutenant-governor Dummer,
the Indians begged and obtained a ceffation of arms,

Dec. 15, anno 1725, and a peace the May following at

Cafco i faving to the Indians all their lands not hitherto

conveyed, with the privilege of hunting, fowling, and

fifhing as formerly : figned by the Noridgwoag, Penob'
Icotj St. John's, and Cape-Sable Indians.

Three or four years lince, fome interfperfed Indians

in Maryland were troublefome, and occafionally killed

fome Engiiihmen ; they were foon quelled.

In Virginia, in the beginning, the Indian incurfions re-

tarded them much ; anno 1610, from 500 they were

reduced to eighty -, from 171 2, there was uninterrupted

peace with the Indians till 1622 ; by a fudden general

infurreftion, they maffacred 347 Englifh people, reckon-

ed at that time half of the colony. Sir John Harvey, a

very arbitrary governor, encroached much upon the In-

dians by maldng enormous grants of their lands ; this

occafioned another maffacre from the Indians anno 1639,

500 Englilh were cutoff, efpecially about the head of

York river ; this was foon over, and peace lafted

many years. Anno 1676, fome mutual murders happened

between the Englifh and Indians in the out-fettlements.

Bacon, a hotheaded young gentleman of the council, be-

caufe, as he thought, the affembly was too dilatory in fit-

ting out againfl the Indians i in contempt of the govern-

ment, and without a proper commifTion, inlilling foldiers

of his own accord, occafioned an inteftine civil mutiny

of
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of the white people againft the government, and obliged

the governor Berkley to fly to the remote county ofAcco-

mack upon the eaflern fhore of Chefepeak-Bay : to quell

this commotion a regiment of foldiers was fent from Eng-
land ; but Bacon dying, the commotion was over, be-

fore the regiment arrived: this corps continued there

three years, and were difbanded in Virginia; Bacon's

body could not be found to be expofed to infamy. This
anticipates, but at the fame time it helps to ihorten the

feftion of Virginia.

In North-Carolin'a, anno 1711, in November the

Cape -Fear Indians broke out, and deftroyed about twenty

families, and much ftock : by fuccours from Virginia and
South-Carolina,-^ they were foon reduced •, and many of

the Tufcararoes obliged to take refuge amongft the New-
York Indian nations, where they continue, and are gene-

rally called the fixth nation.

SECT. IV.

General remarks concer7iing the Britifh colonies in

America

THE fubjeft-matters of this fedion according to

m.y firll plan, are prolix, being various and copious,

and perhaps would be the moft curious and informing

piece of the performance to fom.e readers ; but as many
of our readers in thefe colonies feem impatien-t for our

entering upon the affairs of their feveral fettlements, we
lliall contrad the prefent fedion, and Ihall defer feveral

articles to the appendix ; fuch as, the rife, progrefs, and
prefent fcate of the pernicious paper-currencies ; fome ac-

count of the prevailing or endemial difeafes in our North-
America colonies, and many other loofe particulars \ the

various fedaries in religion, which have any footing in

our
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our American colonies, fhall be enumerated in the feflion

of Rhode-ifland, where we find all degrees of fe6taries

(fome perhaps not known in Europe) from [/>] no Reli-

T/l Some facetious gentlemen, perhaps, ufe too much of a farcaftic

freedom with our colony governments : for inftance, that, in the fmall

colony of R de I d, Anarchy is their civil conftitution;

NO Religion is in the room of an ecclefiaftical conllitution, and
they who are of any well-regulated religion are non-conformills ; in

fea-afFairs they are thePoRTo-Rico of New-England ; formany years

they have been the moll noted paper-money bankers or Bubblers in

New-England, but at prefent are in this cafe eclipfed by a more
eminent enterprifing neighbouring colony : by this contrivance in over-

ftretching a provincial public paper credit, they may, in fome fenfe, be

faid to have become bankrupts. At prefent they pay 2s. ^d. in the

pound ; fuch is the prefent difference between 3 /. (the price of one

ounce of Mexico filver ftandard, Odober 1 747) denomination depre-

ciated, and 6 J Sd. the price of filver, the rate at which theirnotes

of credit were fir ft emitted.

To render this intelligible to the loweft capacities : if this lofing

negotiation of public bills of credit proceeds, a Britiih half-peony will

exchange for a {billing New-England bafe currency, and a corkin pin

for a penny in fmall change.

Oldmixon, an erroneous fcribler, in his Britifli empire in America,

printed in London 1708 (he died 1742) without any defign feems to

favour the other colonies of New-England ; he writes, the government

of Rhode-ifland is ftill feparate from that of New-England.
No religion (I hope the above charafter may admit of confiderabje

abatements) is inconfiftent with fociety. The form of the judicial

oath in that colony, *' Upon the peril of the penalty of perjury," feems

not to anfwer the intention of an oath, which is a folemn invocation of

God's judgments hereafter, over and above the penalties which may
be inflided in this world ; thus by cunning and fecrecy they may
evade the one, but by no means can be fuppofed to efcape the other.

It is true, that in Great-Britain the affirmation of Quakers, and in

Holland the declaration of the Menifts, are equivalent to our oaths.

Upon the other hand, the frequency of oaths upon fmall occafions,

makes them too familiar, and by taking off the folemnity and awe of

an oath renders them nearly upon a par with common profane

fwearing ; the many oaths in the feveral branches of the revenue,

particularly in the cuftoms, are of bad effeft ; hence the proverb,

a cuftom houfe oath, that is, an oath that may be difpenfed with.

Oaths give a profligate man of no religion (that is, who does not

think himfelf bound by an oath) a vaft advantage over an honeft

confcientious religious man : the fame may be faid of the facramental

tefts of conformity, and occafional conformity praftifed by the church

of England.

CION,
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GioN to that of the moft wild enthufiafts. Religious

affairs, fo far as they may in fome manner appertain to

the conftitution of the colonies, make an article in this

fecftion.

Article I.

Concerning our firft dijhveries <?/, and trade to the Britifh.

North America ; before^ it was by royal grants^ pa-

tents-, and charters divided 'into the colonies at prefent

fubjijiing.

IN page 109, &c. I gave fome anticipating account

of thefe our firft difcoveries. I Ihall further add :

Sebaftian Cabot, commifTioned by king Henry VII of

England, to endeavour difcoveries of the north-we ft paf-

fage to China and the Eaft-Indies, anno 1497, difcovered

and took poffefiion, according to the forms ufed in thofe

times, of all the eaftern coaft of North-America, from

about the north polar circle" to Cape Florida, (as is re-

lated) in the nam.e of the crown of England ; the Cabots

had a royal Englifti grant of the property of all lands they

ftiould difcover and fettle weftward of Europe ; they

made no fettlement, and their grant dropt.

Sir Walter Raleigh a favourite, by order of queen
Elizabeth, anno 1584, fent two veflels to North-America,

to land people that were to remain there ; they landed

at Roanoke in North-Carolina, where they remained and
planted for fome fliort time. Raleigh gave to all that

part of America the name Virginia, in honour or

memory of the virginity of queen Elizabeth ; a conti-

nued but fmall trade was carried on from England to

theie countries for fome time, and, by landing at times

in fundry places, took farther poffefiion for the crown of
England.

Anno 1606, April 10, king James in one patent incor-

porated two companies called the fouth and north Virgi-

liia companies
i the fouth Virginia company to reach

from
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from 34 D. to 41 D. N. Lat. They began a fettlement,

anno 1607, on Chefepeak-Bay, and this part of the

country retains the name Virginia in a pecuUar man-
ner to this day ; here we muft drop it, and reafTume

in the proper fedion of Virginia : the north Virginia

company, called alfo the weft-country company, had li-

berty to fettle upon the fame eaftern coaft of America
from 3 8 D. to 45 D. N. Lat. They kept a conftant fmall

trade on foot, and fometimes wintered aftiore, as, for

inftance, at Sagadahoc anno 1608 ; but made no formal

lafting fettlement, until that of New-Plymouth anno
1620 j here we muft ft-op, and reaffume in the fecflions of
New-England colonies. Thefe fettlements were to have

been at 100 miles diftance from one another, that is,

from their chief place ; each territory or colony was to

extend fifty miles both ways along fhore, and 100 miles

back into the country, fo as to make a diftrid of 100
miles fquare : thus Kom the gulph of St. Laurence to

Cape-Fear we fhould have had feven colonies of equal

dimenfions, but not of equal quahty ; at prefent in that

fpace we have about a dozen colonies very unequal and

irregular, becaufe granted at different times ; moft of

them run back into the wildernefs indefinitely; This
patent did not fubfift longj the companies were managed
by prefidents and council, but in a few years, made a

furrender. The Dutch took the opportunity to fit down
in forne parts of the degrees of latitude, that were in

common to both companies, and kept poffeffion of pro-

perty and jurifditftion, almoft threefcore years.

Capt. Henry Hudfon, anno 1 608, difcovered the mouth
of Hudfon's river in N. L. 40 D. 30 M. upon his own
account, as he imagined, and fold it, or rather imparted

the difcovery to the Dutch. The Dutch made fome let-

tlements there, but were drove off by Sir Samuel Argol,

governor of a fecond Virginia-company, anno 161 8, be-

caufe within the limits of that company's grant •, but

anno 1620, king James gave the Dutch fome liberty of

refrefhment for their Ihips bound to Brazils, which they

afterwards
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afterwards in the times of the civil wars and confufions

in England, improved to the fettling of a colony there,

which they called New-Netherlands, comprehending all

the prefent provinces of New-York and New-Jerfies, and

fome part ofPenfylvania. Their principal fettlements were

New-Amfterdam, at prefent called the city of New-York
on Hudfon's river, and fort Gafimir, fince called New-
Caflle upon Delaware river, well fide of it ; Hudfon's
river was called by the Dutch, Nord-Rivier, and Dela-

ware river was called Zuid-Rivier. Beginning of king

Charles the fecond's reign, by conqueft 1664, and the

fubfequent ceffion by the Breda treaty 1 667, it reverted

to the crown of England. The further account of this

territory belongs to the fedions of New-York and New-
Jeriies.

We may in general obferve, that fpices, precious

flones, gold, filver, other metals and minerals, were the

firft inducements and objects of our Eaft and Weft-India

difcoveries (the trade for tobacco, rice, filh, furs, fkins,

and naval ftores, feem to have been only incidental.) As
thefe did not fucceed, our firft endeavours or adventures

for fettlements did not proceed.

From hiftorical obfervations during the laft century

and half, we may learn many of the fuccefsful methods to

be ufed, and the inconveniences to be avoided, in fettling

of colonies.

Article II.

Concerning the general nature and conftitution of the Britilh

North-America colonies.

AL L our American fettlements are properly colonies,

not provinces as they are generally called : province

refpeftsa conquered people (the Spaniards in Mexico and
Peru may perhaps in propriety bear this appellation) un-
der ajurifdiclion impofed upon them by the conqueror;

colonies are formed, of national people, e. g. Britifti in

the
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the Britifh colonies, tranfported to form a fettlement in

a foreign or remote country.

The firfl fettlers of our colonies were formed from
various forts of people, i . Laudably ambitious adven-

turers. 2. The mal-contents, the unfortunate, the ne-

ceflitous from home. 3. Tranfported criminals. The
prefent proportion of thefe ingredients in the feveral

plantations varies much, for reafons which Ihall be men-
tioned in the particular fe6lions of colonies, and does

depend much upon the condition of the firft: fettlers

:

fome were peopled by rebel Tories ; fome by rebel

Whigs (that principle which at one time is called loyalty,

at another time is called rebellion) fome by church of

England men ; fome by Congregation ahfts or Indepen-

dents ; fome by Qiiakers, fome by Papifts (Maryland and

Monferrat) the mofb unfit people to incorporate with our

conllitution.

Colonies have an incidental good effeft, they drain

from the mother-country the difaffedted and the vicious

(in the fame manner, fubfequent colonies purge the

more ancient colonies;) Rhode ifland and Providence-

plantations drained from MafTachufetts-Bay the Antino-

mians, Quakers, and other wild fedtaries. Perhaps in

after-times (as it is at times with the lord-lieutenants

and other high officers in Ireland) fome mal-contents of

figure, capable of being troublefome to the adminiftra-

tion at home, may be fent in fome great oihces to the

plantations.

In our colonies we have four forts of people, i . Ma-
ilers, that is planters and merchants. 2. White fervants.

3. Indian fervants. 4. Slaves for life, moftly Negroes.

White fervants are of two forts, viz. poor people from
Great-Britain, and Ireland moflly -, thefe are bound, or

fold as fome exprefs it, for a certain number of years, to

reimburfe the tranfporting charges, with fome additional

profit ; the others are criminals judicially tranfported, and

their time of exile and fervitude fold by certain under-

takers, and their agents.

In
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In our American fetdements, generally the defignations

are. Province, where the king appoints a governor

;

colony, where the freemen ele<fl their own governor : this

CLiftomary acceptation is not univerfal ; Virginia is called

a colony, perhaps becaufe formerly a colony, and the

moll ancient.

We have fome fettlements with a governor only;

others with governor and council, fuch as Newfound-
land, Nova Scotia, Hudfon's-Bay, and Georgia, without

any houfe or negative deputed by the planters, according

to the eflence of a Britifh conllitution : thefe, may be

faid, not colonized.

There are various forts of royal grants of colonies.

I . To one or more perfonal proprietors, their heirs and
affigns J fuch are Maryland and Penfylvania ; both pro-

perty and government. 2. The property to perfonal

proprietors ; the government and jurifdiftion in the

crown J this is the ftate of the Carolinas and Jerfeys. 3.

Property and government in the crown, viz. Virginia,

New-York, and New-Hampfhire, commonly called

Pifcataqua. 4. Property in the people and their repre-

fentatives, the government in the crown j as is MafTa-

chufetts-Bay. 5. Property and government in the gover-

nor and company, called the freemen of the colony, fuch

are Connedicut and Rhode -ifland.

This laft feems to be the moft effeflual method of the

firft fettling and peopling of a colony. Mankind are na-

turally defirous of a parity and leveling, without any fixed

fuperiority ; but when a fociety is come to maturity, a
more diftinft fixed fubordination is found to be requifite.

Connedicut, Rhode -ifland, and fome of the proprietary

governments, are of opinion, that they are not obliged to

attend to, or follow, any inftruflions or orders from their

mother-country, or court of Great-Britain. They do not

fend their laws home to the plantation-offices to be pre-

fented to the king in council for approbation or difal-

lowance : they alTume the command of the militia, which
by the Britifh conftitutioii, is a prerogative of the

4 crown.
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crown. Some time ago, they refufed not only a preven-

tive cuftom-Koufe office, but likewife a court of vice-

admiralty's officers appointed from home ; but thefe

points they have given up, efpecially confidering that

the royal charter grants them only the privilege of try-

ing caufes, Intra corpus comitatus, but not a-float or Super

cltum mar,e.

As a fmall country, though rich and thriving, cannot

afford large numbers of people j it ought not to run upon
difcoveries and conquefts beyond what they can well

improve and protet5l ; becaufe by over-ftretching, they

weaken or break the flaple of their conflitution : but

they jTiay in good policy diftrefs as much of the enemy's

country as is poffible, and, for fome fhort time, keep

pofTefTion of fome of their moft important places, though

at a great charge, even, by hiring of foreign troops,

in order to obtain fome fuitable, profitable equiva-

lent. New-England, with the incidental countenance of

a fmall Britifh fquadron, eafily reduced the North-

America Dunkirk, or Louifbourgin Cape-Breton ifland ;

and perhaps luckily, without waiting for the «kre6tion of

the Britifii miniilry. Confidering our large fea and land-

force, well fitted, upon the expeditions, againft Havanah
and its territory in the ifland of Cuba, the rendezvous

of all the Spanifh Plate-fleets ; and againfl Carthagena,

the befl ftrong-hold the Spaniards have in America ; and

againft Canada, called the New-France in North-Ame-
rica, which would have given us the monopoly of the

cod-filh and fur-trade ; many of our American militia

voluntarily formed themfelves into companies and regi-

ments for that purpofe ; but the minifhry at home, per-

haps for good reafons bed' known to themfelves, feem to

have balked thefe affairs. The above apparently in-

tended conquefts would have been eafy.

Great-Britain does not, like France, fwarm with a nu-

merous people, therefore cannot fettle colonies fo faft,

without allowing of a general naturalization. From
Germany we had many emigrant Palatines and Saltf-

burghers.
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iburghers, and in time may have morb : foreigners im-

iported, fhould not be allowed to fettle in largq feparate

diftrifts, as is the prefent bad praflice ; becaufe for many-

generations they may continue, as it were, a feparate

people in language, modes of religion, cuftoms, and man-
ners ; they ought to be intermixed with the Britilh\ fet-

tlers , Englifh fchools only allowed for the education of

their children ; their public worfhip for the firft genera-

tion, or twenty years, may be allowed in their original

language in the forenoon, and in Engliih in the after-

noon, according to any tolerated religion. As our mif^

fionaries do not attend the fervice of Indian converfions,

fome of them may be employed in this fervice. After the

firft twenty years from their firft arrival, their public

worlhip ftiall for ever be in Engliih ; all their convey-

ances, bonds, and other public writings, to be in Eng-
lifti ; thus, in two or three generations (as de Foe hu-

moroufly exprefles it) they will all become true-born

Engliftimen. We have an inftance of this in New-Eng-
land, where many Irifti, in language and religion (I mean
Roman catholics) have been imported fome years fince ;

their children have loft their language and religion, and
are good fubjefts. We have a notorious inftance of the

bad effedis, in not obferving this regulation in Nova
Scotia ; the French inhabitants, though in allegiance to

the crown of Great-Britain ever fince anno 17 10, by al-

lowing them a feparate refidence, with their language

and religion continued, are at prefent, as much eftranged

from, and enemies to, the Britifti intereft, as they were

thirty-feven years ago ; witnefs their behaviour in our
prefent French war, by their favouring and concurring

with our French Canada enemies, and the late expedi-

tions from -France. The D—ch, in a neighbouring pro-

vince, becaufe not well dalhed or intermixed with the

Englifti, though in allegiance above eighty years, do
not feem to confult our intereft fo much as might be

expedled.

Vol. I. P . Although
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Although the colonies of various nations may learn

the juvantia and the Udentia from one another ; there

may be feveral political regulations in colonies foreign

to us, which may have a good efFeft with themfelves,

but may not fit our conftitution -, for initance, i. The
Spaniards fay, that their vail extenfive fettiements in

America, have continued in due fubjedlion about 250
years, by their principal officers ecclefiaflical, civil, and

military, being from Old-Spain ; in China (a polite na-

tion) no man can be a Mandarin in his own country or

diftrift, where he was born. 2. The French, Spanifh,

and Fortugueze colonies, are not allowed to make wines,

ftnd diftil fpirits of fugar for merchandize, becaufe it

would hurt the vent of the wines and brandies of their

mother- countries : (omo. fuch regulations, with regard

to things commonly manufactured in Great-Britain, not

to be manufa6lured in the plantations, have from time to

time been laid before the court of Great- Britain, by

people difaffefted to the plantations, e. g. by Col.

j^ r not long fmce ; but happily, have had little

or no effed.

The feveral colonies, particularly thofe of New-Eng-
land, the moft fufpecfled, have it neither in their power

nor inclination to withdraw from their dependence upon

Great-Britain : of themfelves, they are comparatively

nothing, without the affiftance and protection of feme

European maritime power ; amongfl thofe, the French,

Spanijfh, and Fortugueze differ fo much from them in re-

ligion, the moft popular atfair, and in an abfolute mon-

archical government, inconfiftent with our plantation le-

velling fpirit, that we have nothing to fear from them :

•the Dutch being nearly the fame with us in religion,

and apparently (though not really) the fame as to a po-

-pular government, they bid the fairefl for carrying off

our plantations from their allegiance, and ought, in a

particular manner, to be guarded againft; if in time of

fome general difcontent, a war fhould happen with the

Dutch.
As



Sect. IV. m North-America. 211

As in natural parentage, fo infant colonies ought

to be tenderly and filially ufed, without any fufpicion or

furmife of a future obftinate difobedience, defertion, or

revolt. Some of the American colony-legiflatu res, have

at times been drawn into errors and inadvertencies, by

fome popular, wicked, leading m.en, which has obliged

the court of Great-Britain to make fome alterations in

their pecuhar conilitutions : we fliall enumerate them
in the relpeftive colony-feftions •, at prefent we fhall only

inflance a few relating to this province of Maffachufetts-

Bay. I . Upon a quo warranto from the court of King's-

bench, ilTued in trinity-term anno 1635, againft the go-

vernor and company of the colony of Maffachufetts-

Bayj and in trinity-term, anno 1637, judgm.ent was
given for the king to feize the faid colony, and to take

governor Cradock's body into cuftody •, but, by reafon of

the enfuing troubles, this judgment was never put in

execution. 2. Tlie heirs of Mafon and George, pro-

prietors of the provinces of New-Hampfhire and Main,

complained to the king of the ufurpations of the go-

vernment of Maffachufetts-Bay ; the king, by a manda-

tory letter, anno 1676, to Maffachufetts-Bay colony, re-

quired an anfwer to thofe complaints : the agents for

MaiTachufetts-Bay, before the court ofKing's-bench, dif-

ciaimed thefe lands, and, by an ad: of affemibly of the

colony 1679, all their encroaching grants were vacated.

3. Upon feveral pretended complaints their charter was
vacated in chancery 1684, but they obtained a new and
more perfe6l charter anno 1691. 4. Governor Shute,

anno 1722, carried home {tYtn articles of complaints
.

concerning their houfe of reprefentatives ^ encroaching

upon the prerogative j by their agent in England, they

fubmiffively gave up five of rhefe articles, and the ge-

neral afiembly accepted of an explanatory charter, where-
by the other two articles were explained away : all iheio.

fliall be related more at large in their proper place. 5.

Several bubbling banks and fchemes defigned to defraud

creditors and others, by depreciating the currency in New-
P 2 England,
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England, being on foot, and not fupprelTed by the pro-

per legiQature (perhaps becaufe many of their leading

members were concerned) leveral worthy gentlemen

applied home for redreis, and obtained, anno 1741, an

aft of parliament againft unwarrantable fchemes in

America.

Upwards of thirty years fince, upon fome complaints

concerning the colonies, particularly of South-Carolina

;

the court of Great-Britain judged, that it might be for

the general Britiili intereft, to have all charter and pro-

prietary governments vacated by a6t of parliament, and

accordingly a bill was brought into the houfe of com-
mons J but the New-England agent Dummer, by an in-

genious piece which he publifhed at that time, giving the

true ftate of the colonies, by his vigilancy, afliduity,

proper Iblicitations and perfonal addrefs, and interell

with fome of the leading men, occafioned the bill to be

dropped.

The vacating of all charter and proprietary govern-

ments is not the ultimate chaftifement that may be ufed

with delinquent colonies •, the parliament of Great- Bri-

tain may abridge them ofmany valuable privileges which

they enjoy at prefent -, as happened in an affair relating

to Ireland: the parliament of Great-Britain, anno 1720,

palTed an a6t for the better fecuring the dependence of

the kingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great-Bri-

tain : therefore the colonies ought to be circumfped, and

not offend their mother-country ; as for inftance, i. In

abufing that privilege which our colonies have of railing

taxes and alfefTing of themfelves : South-Carolina had

not fupplied the necelTary charges of government, for

four years preceding anno 1731', New-Hampfliire for

five years preceding anno 1736. 2. In time of peace

emitting of depreciating public bills of credit for a me-

dium of trade and commerce, and making them legal

tenders -, this is equivalent to coinage (and of a bafe

ftandard) a prerogative of the crown.

Our
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Our Britifh American colonies have many valuable

privileges : i . Enafting their own laws, with condition

of their not being repugnant to the laws of Great-Britain,

but may be otherways various from them. 2. Raifmg
their own taxes. 3. No a6t of the Britiih parliament

made fince the firft fettling of our colonies, extends to

the colonies, unlefs exprelly extended in the Britiih a6t

of parliament. 4. No private purchafe from the Indians

Jhall be valid (formerly much deceit and cheat: has been

difcovered in thefe purchafes, tending to alienate the In-,

dians from the Britifh intereft) without the confirmation

of the governor and council in fom.e colonies, and with-

out the approbation of the legiflature in the other colo-

nies. There are lands in fome of our plantations, where
it is not poflible to fhew any Indian conveyance, becaufe

they were derehdis ; fuch are all our Weft-India ifland

fettlements, no Indians being there at our firft landing:

the poffeflbrs, who were prior to patent or king's com-
mifiioned governors, have no other title to their lands

but long pofleflion, a fort of prefcription. Thus the

old fettlers of New-Hampftiire hold their lands, it being
fuppofed that Mr. Mafon had negleded or relinquiftied

his grant.

In the beginning of our colony grants, there was only
one houfe of [^] legiflature •, the governor or prefident,

the council or afTiftants, and the reprefentatives, voted
together. At prefent, in conformity to our legiflature

in Great-Britain, they confift of three feparate negatives

;

thus, by the governor, reprefenting the king, the colo-?

nies are monarchical ; by a council they are ariftocra-

[f] In the Saxon times, the parliament did not confift of two diftinft

houies ; the peers, being freeholders of great territories, were deemed
the hereditary reprefentatives of their vailals and tenants. In the Scats
parliament there ever was only 6ne houfe, confifting of three fiates,

'VIZ. the peers, the commiiTioners or reprefentatives of fhires or coun-
ties, and the commiffioners for boroughs ; they all voted together in-
differently, but in committees, and the like, the proportion of com-
mittee-men from each, was limited.

P 3 tical-.
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tical ; by a houfe of reprefentatives, or delegates from
the people, they are democratical : thefe three are di-

flinft and independent of one another, and the colonies

enjoy the conveniencies of each of thefe forms of govern-
ment, without their inconveniencies, the feveral nega-
tives being checks upon one another. The concurrence

of thefe three forms of governments, feems to be the

highefl perfection that human civil government can at-

tain to in times of [r] peace with the neighbouring ftates

:

if it did not found too profane, by making too free with>

the myftical exprefTions of our religion, I Ihould call it

^ trinity in unity.

The fecond negative in our legiflatures, differs from
that of Great-Britain. In Great-Britain it is an [^] he-

reditary houfe of Lords ; in our American fettlements,

the members of their councils fo called are only tem-

porary, appointed by the court of Great-Britain durante

ieneplacito, or by annual eledtions infome of our colonies.

In Carolina, at firil, there was defigned an hereditary fe-

,
[i^] In the times of war, perhaps a diftatorial power in one proper

,
perfon would berequiiite, upon account of difpatch and fecrecy, but

accountable to the three negatives. This was the praftice amongft
many of the ancient police nations, particularly amongft the Romans;
the only inconveniency feems to be, left this diflator, in the height of
his power and. glory, fhould render himfelf a perpetual didlator, as

Julius Casfar did. and introduce a rnonarchical tyranny. "

Both in the times of peace and war, if a continued fucceffion of

knowing and virtuous princes were poffible in nature, abfolute monarchy
would be .the perfection of civil government, becaule of the vvifdom,

fecrecy, and difpatch that would attend i'- : but as no fuch race of men
are to be found upon earth, a limited monarchy is eligible. ' The po-
litical conftitution. like the human, is ticklifh; and in the hands of a

fohfool, would lufFer much ; there are but few who underftand politic

health and ficknefs.
'

[j] Hereditary nobility, and other great officers, where any confi-

derable truft attends, are great incitements to good ad^ions in pi'oge-

nitors, who are ambitious of entailing honours upon their own me-
mory or pofterity, but in nature feem abfurd, as if wifdom were he-

reditary. This does not hold good as to hereditary ir.onarchs, becaufe

all eledlions of a monarch would put the nation in moft dangerous

ferments. . .

'

cond
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cond negative (in place of a council) of Palatines and

CalTiques, lords of large manors ; this is dropped.

There are a few irregularities or exceptions from thefe

three negatives in fome of our colonies, which ihall be

taken particular notice of in the proper feftions, and

doubtlefs in time will be reftified. i. In Conneflicut

and Rhode-ifland their eledive governor has no nega-

tive. 2. In Penfylvania the council has no negative.

3. In Maffachufetts-Bay the council is not independent-,

it is obnoxious to the caprice of a governor's negative,

and to the humour of the houfe of reprefentatives who
eled them. In fome eledions the council and reprefen-

tatives vote together.

Notwithftanding a colony affembly's being upon the

point of diffolving in courfe, according to their feve-

ral and various municipal laws, the governors diflblve

them in form, as in Great-Britain, to keep up the pre-

rogative of the crown.

In proprietary colonies, where the proprietors have

retained the jdrifdiclion, the proprietors nominate the

governor, with the approbation of the king in council.

Excepting in proprietary and charter-colonies, all patents

for lands are in the king's name, tefie his excellency in

counciL

The municipal laws, or laws pecuHar to the feveral

colonies, are too various and variable, as well as bulky,

to be inferted in a fummary ; they are remitted home
from time to time, and are to be found in the planta-

tion-offices in London, excepting thofe of the proprie-

tary and charter-governments •, by their patents they are

not obliged (this was an original defed in fuch patents,

and may be redified by aft of parhament) to tranfmit

them to the crown for approbation or difallowance.

The laws of a colony may be various from, but not re-

pugnant to, the laws of Great-Britain.

In our colonies the courts of judicature are various,

but all of the fame nature with the courts in England j

ijiz, chancery (in the charter- governments jus & ^quum

P 3 are
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are in the fame court) common law, probate of wills,

and appurtenances ; a court of vice-admiralty by queen
Anne's commiffion /^r/zo regni, purfuant to an ad of par-

liament II and 12 Gul. 111. palled, Jn a£l for the more

effe^iualfupprejfion ofpiracy, confifting at leaft ofYeven of
the nominated from their offices ; and for want of that

number complete, any three of the nominated may ap-

point a complement.

Cafes in chancery and common law may be carried

home by appeal or petition to the king in council;

from thence it is referred to the lords of the committee [/]

of council for plantation-affairs : from this committee of

council it is referred or fent dov/n to the lords commif-
fioners for trade and plantations. This laft board frequent-

ly take the advice of the attorney and folicitor-general,

and reports are returned back from one board to another,

and iflued by the king in council.

The officers of the cuftoms received or preventive, are

immediately under the diredion of the commiffioners of

the cuftoms in Great-Britain.

The commiffion of vice-admiral to our plantation-

governors gives no command a-float •, their jurifdidlion

is only relating to wrecks, ^c. caft on ihore, to low-

water mark, being of the fame nature with the feveral

vice-admirals along the coaft in Great- Britain.

Every king's commiffion, with inftruftions to a go-

vernor in the plantations, is a fort of charter to that co-

lony or province durante heneplacito.

Our plantation-governors have no power, without or-

ders from the court of Great-Britain, to grant letters of re-

prifals. The French and Dutch governors have this power.

All our plantation -governors are hable to be called to

account (on complaints) at the King's-bench bar in Weft-
minifter •, for inllance, Douglafs of the Leeward-iflands,

anno 1716, and Lowther of Barbadoes, 1720.

//] There are four landing committees of council. 1. For foreign

afi-airs. 2. Admiralty wnd navy. 3. Trade and plantations. 4. Grie-

vances. In France rhe(e levexal departments are called diftinft councils.

Formerly,
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Formerly, governors, if court favourites, had at times

plurality of governments (as fome clergymen, favourites

of leading men, have plurality of benefices ;) lord Wil-

Joughby was governor of Barbadoes and the Leeward

-

illands ; Sir Edmond Andros, in the reign of James II,

was governor of all New-England, New-York, and the

Jerfies -, lord Bellamont was governor of New-York,
MafTachufetts-Bay, andNew-Hampihire-, it is not foat

prefent, except in the two diftincl governments of Pen-
,

fylvania, therefore under one governor.

In the colonies their revenue-afts are generally annual

;

in Jamaica, they are temporary, but of a long period ; in

a few of the colonies there are fome perpetual taxes;

thus in Barbadoes and Leeward-iflands the four and a

half per cent, upon produce exported ; and in Virginia

2 s. per ^hogfhead tobacco. All their provincial trea-

furers are appointed by their own aflembiies ; excepting

the four and a halfper cent, in Barbadoes and the Lee-

ward-iflands, the king's colleftors are the receivers ; and

alfo receive the plantation duties laid on by a6l of par-

liament 1673, as not appropriated for the ufe of the trea-

furies of the feveral plantations, but at the king's dif-

pofal : the id. per cent, upon tobacco of Virginia and

Maryland, is appropriated for the benefit of the college

or feminary at Williamfburg.

In the feveral colonies their general revenue is by a tax

of fome pence in the pound, upon the principal of real

eflate, perfonal eftate, and faculty ; and a poll-tax, im-
pofts, and excifes.

The produce for export in the feveral colonies fliall

be enumerated in the proper fedions. Upon our firft

difcoveries of America, we found no horfes, afles, cows,

fheep, and fwine. In the inland parts of the continent,

efpecially upon the Mifliffippi, there was plenty of buf-

faloes ; and in the Weft-India iflands, feveral forts of
wild hogs, native ; every where much deer, and the

American ftag or buck-moofe, which differs from the

German elkc, by its branched brow antlers : variety of

geefe,
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geeie, of ducks, and of wild fowl, called gibier by the

French.

In the colonies of the feveral European nations, they

have a national exclufive commerce amongft themfelves,

and with their mother- countries. St. Thomas, a Danilh
fettlement, only admits of a free general trade. The
French and Dutch governors (perhaps by a private in-

llru6lion from their courts at fiome, and as a confidera-

bie perquifite) do at times allow or connive at a foreign

importation of neceffaries (provifions, lumber, horfes,

black cattle, &c.) with which they cannot otherways be

accommodated, and are much in want of.

By a6l of parliam.ent, anno 1698, no velTels, unlefs

regiitred in England, Ireland, or the plantation (by the

union, Scotland is included) upon oath that they were
built there (foreign prizes are alfo qualified) and that no
foreigner is diredly or indireflly concerned.

Plantation produce or goods as enumerated (common-
ly called enum.erated gooas) by feveral ads of parlia-

ment, are not to be carried, but to Great-Britain , and
plantation-bonds are given, and a certificate to be re-

turned to the officers of the Ihipping ports, of their be-

ing loaded accordingly. The enumerated goods are

naval flores, viz. pitch, tar, turpentine, malts, yards,

and bowfprits -, fugars, molafTes, cotton-wool, indigo,

ginger, dying-woods, rice, beaver, and other furs, cop-

per-ore. Rice and fugars, by late a6ls of parliament,

are indulged under certain conditions (too long to be

enumerated in a fummary) to be carried to certain fo-

reign parts : logwood is not the growth or produce of

our plantations, and, by the conflru6lion of the com-
mifTicners of the cuftoms, is exempted from being an

enumerated commodity (as we have no logwood the

grov/th of our plantations) being imported from the

Spaniih Weft-Indies to our colonies, and re-exported to

Europe.

By an act of the parliament of England, anno 1673,
there are impofed plantation duties (produce carried

from
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from one colony to another) upon certain enumerated

goods for a general national ufe, not for the particular

colony, viz.

s. d. d.

Mufcavado fugars i 6 pr ct. w.
j
Tobacco i pr lb.

White do. 5 Cotton half i

Ginger i
j

Indigo 2

Dying woods 6 j
Cocoa nuts i

That upon tobacco has been appropriated to the college

in Virginia at Williamfburg.

Our North-America trade to Great-Britain, is, the

enumerated commodities abovementioned, pig-iron, and

fifh-oil j fometimes wheat and ftaves to Ireland : to

Spain, Portugal, and Italy, dryed cod-fifh : to the

V^eft-India iflands, lumber, refufe dryed fifh, fait beef

and pork, . butter and cheefe, flour, horles, and live

Hock: the returns, irom the Weft-India ifiands, are, fu-

gar, moiades, run:-, cotton, indigo, die-woods, Spanilh

money, and cocoa. Sugar, rum, tobacco, and chocolate,

are much ufed in our colonies.

Anno 1729, the accorney and folicitor-general gave

it as tlieir public opinion, th?it,a negro flave coming

to Europe, or baptized any where, does not make him
free.

In our colonies [ti] computations of all kinds, weights,

and meafures, are the fam^e as in England.

[u] It is not advifeable in any cafe religious or civil, though for the

better, to make akeiations in any aiFair where the populace have ac-

quired a general ftanding prejudice (the reformation from the church

of Rome about two centuries lince, is an exception) imbibed from

their infancy, or firfl: habitual way of thinking. The folar years and

lanar months, according to the old ftyle, are not within a popular ken,

and being very erroneous, are perhaps at prefent, under the confidera-

tion of the Britifh legiflature, to be reftified. Meafures and weights,

muft be afcertained for all nations upon our e.rth, and prevent much
puzzling by reduftioni : by taking the fixed length of a pendulum, that

vibrates feconds in any noted place, ^. g. in London or Paris, and al-

lowing for the fmall variations, eafily inveftigated for fome very diftant

latitudes, e. g, a pendulum vibrating feconds at Porto-Bello near the

Our
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Our fettlements upon the eaflerly fide of North-Ame-
rica, are much colder in winter, and much hotter in

fummer, than the fame latitudes in the vvefterly or Eu-
ropean fide of the other vail continent ; the globe of our

earth may be faid to confift of two large continents, viz.

the ancient continent of Europe, Afia, and Africa, and

the new continent called America. Every man, who
has refided fome time in Europe and fome time in

North-America, is perfonally fenfible of this : in Europe
northern fifheries, for inftance,,cod and falmon extend

fouthward to 51 D. N. lat. in North -America they ex-

tend no farther than 41 D. N. lat.

Mariners obferve, that in their pafTages between Eu-
rope and America, winds are [w] almoll three quarters

Equator, is found to differ one line, or the 12th part of an inch,

from that at Paris: let this pendulum's length be called a Mea-
svRE, and thi^ divided into decimals (being the moft eafy and ge-

neral way of expreffing fradions) be called Tenths, and this fub-

divided into Tenths, called Hundreds : thus all meafures might be

reduced to three denominations ; as in England money is reduced to

pounds, (hillings, and pence; contentive meafures are eafily reduced,

upon this foundation, to a like certainty: fuch a velTel of fuch certain

dimenfions, containing a certain quantity of fmcere rain water (which

is nearly the fame all over the earth) may be called a Pound, and
this multiplied or divided may be called by fome fixed denominations

of weights.
,

[w] The trade-winds may be reckoned to extend 30 D. each fide

of the equator (being farther than the common formal technical way
of reckoning, to the tropics) which proceeds not only from the fun*s,

in his repeated courfe, rarification of the air weftward, and confe-

• quently the elaftic air naturally expanding itfelf towards thofe weft-

ward rarified fpaces by an eafterly current; but is complicated with

another caufe not much attended to, "viz. the circumambient air near

the equator, being a lefs confiderable fpecific gravity, than its cor-

refponding part of the earth ; it is lefs fufceptible of the earth's daily

rotatory motion, and, with refpeft to the folid earih, has an effedual

motion weftward, that is, in the appearance of an eafterly current

of wind. The wefterly winds, in latitudes higher than 30 D, N.
latitude, are natural eddies of the eafterly trade winds. A northerly

wind, is the natural tendency of a condenfed very elaftic air, from

the polar cold regions, towards the rarified air near the equator.

A complication of this current of a'r, from the northern polar re-

gions to the fouth, and of the eddy of th« trade-winds from the

of
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of the year wefterly j baron Lahontan, a Canada officer,

v/rites, " That the winds from Canada to Europe are

" eafterly for about 100 days in the year, and wefterly

"about 260 days:" this, with an attending wefterly

fwell or heaving of the fea, is the reafon, that the paflages

from North- America to Europe are much Ihorter than

from Europe to North-America.

In North-America the dry freezing winds are from

north to weft ; in Europe the dry freezing winds are

from north to eaft, proceeding from that great conti-

nent which receives and retains the northern efFe6ts of

cold, viz. fnow and ice, lying to the weftward of Ame-
rica, and to the eaftward of Europe -, the current of air

ghding along, becomes more and mare impregnated with

the cold : the terms of frigorific particles, or of a pe-

culiar fait of nitre, I leave with the virtuofo idle notional

philofophers. The fituation of lands occafions confi-

derable differences in the temper of the air ; the weather

in Canada is generally in winter colder (in proportion to

its latitude) than in New-England, and more fettled,

as being furrounded with land of fome extent, and there-

fore the land influence from all corners of the winds,

of the fame nature-, whereas in New-England to the

eaflward is water or fea of a very different influence

from the land or earth's fpecific gravity or folidity in re-

ceiving or retaining cold or heat. By the foftnefs of the

vapour from the water, the fea-fhore is warmer than the

weftward, makes the frequent North-America winds from north to

weft ; and the north-weft is the moft frequent, efpecially in the win-

ter months.

In the fummer time, when the fun is much to the northward of
the equator, our northern continent is much warmed, and thefe north

to weft winds gliding along a vaft v/armed continent, acquire more
and more degrees of heat. Therefore confidering the general cur-

rent of the extratropical (retaining the claffical-terms) winds : the

vaft continent of North-America being weftward of our fettlements

;

our leeward North-America fettlements muft be in fummer m'-ich

hotter than the European winduard fettlements in the ftme lati-

tudes.

inland,
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inland, the fea warmer than the (hore, and the ocean or

deep water warmer than the Tea. Thus the ifland of
Great Britain and its appertaining iflands are much
warmer in winters than the adjacen': continent, but with
this inconveniency (a digreffion) that this foft vapour or

damp, difpofes the inhabitants to a catarrhous or colli-

quative confumption ; this diftemper, time out of mind,
is recorded as an Engliili endemial diftemper. The
fituation of the various countries as to iflands and
headlands, as to variety of foil, fandy lands which re-

tain the heat, morafs, fwamps, and wood-lands which
retain damps ; thefe a fummary cannot enumerate, with

regard to the winds or current of the air and as to temper
of the air in our various colonies.

Georgia excepted (Nova Scotia and Cape-Breton I do
not call colonies) our American colonies have been no
charge to Creat-Britain ; a fmall matter of artillery to

fome of them muft be acknowledged, but without am-
munition. The Britilh men of war or king's ftation-

Ihips, of late, have been of no ufe only by their coun-

tenance : the commanders are either indolent, or in col-

lufion widi the purfers (not long fince they had the per-

quifite of purfers) take advantage of the provifions of

the non-effeftives, connive at their fhips being ill man-
ned, and upon an exigency or when called homie, diftrefs

the trade by prefTing faiiors : there are exceptions; I

Ihall only inftance Sir Peter Warren, an alTiduous, faith-

ful, good, and therefore fortunate man. Our provinces

have frequently grumbled upon this account, and have

lately made an experiment by fitting out a province-

frigate at a great charge in Maffachufetts-Bay •, but for

thefe laft two years feem to be under the fame cenfure

;

where the fault lies, I Jhall not at prefent relate.

In all our colonies are many good, induftrious, frugal,

pious, and moral gentlemen -, I hope the following, ge-

neral charafter of many of the populace will give no

offence, i. Idlenefs, intemperance, luxury in diet, ex-

ti^vagancies in apparel, and an abandoned way of living.

4 Our
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Our planters, efpecialiy their children, when they go
home to Great-Britain, difcinguiili themfelves too much
by their drefs, and expenfive way of living for a fhorc

time. 2. The people of all colonies (Sritifh, French,

^c.) do not feem to have fo much folidity in thinking

as in Europe j but exceed the European menu peupk, as

to fome little tricks and arts in bufinefs acquired by edu-

cation, and a continued pradlice. 3. By importing and
expending too much of fuperfiuities from Europe, and
in fome colonies, by fubftituting a paper-currency, they

impoverifn themfelves, and are under a neceffity of fend-

ing their gold and filver, as returns, to Europe. 4. A
prefent profit prevails over a diftant intereft.

To avoid prolixity, but with impatience, I muft defer

the iniquity of a multiplied plantation paper-currency to

the appendix ^ it is of no benefit only to the fraudulent

debtor j they are not afhamed to acknowledge that in

equity and natural juftice, they ought to repay the farpe

in real value vv^hich they received ; but they fay, their

province laws excufe and indemnify them, by paying any

nominal value •, and that the compaffionate good credi-

tor muft blame himfelf for his forbearance and long

credit, v/hile money is depreciating : that a multiplied

-paper- currency naturally depreciates itfelf, I fhali at pre-

fent only evince by the infiance of the province of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay, November 1747, where are about two
millions, one hundred thoufahd pounds current public

bills of credit not cancelled or burnt, whereof a fmall

matter is in the hands of the receivers of the taxes ; the

operation is, bills of exchange with Great-Britain are

rifen to the extravasrant incredible heis-ht of one thou-

land pound New-England, for one hundred pound
fterling.

Of timber-trees, efpecialiy vv^hite oaks for iliip-build-

ing, the befc grow in New-England -, farther north they

are dwariifli, and of an untoward grain ; farther fouth

they are fpungy and foft, and do not afford compafs
timber.

. In



224 Britifh and French Settlements Part I.

In countries far north the mould is light and fpungy,
being much diftended by the hard long frofts.

Article III.

^he ecclefmjlkal or religious conjlitution of the Britifh colonies

in North-America.

IN all the royal patents and charters of our colonies,

the principal condition required of the patentees,

feems to be the converfion of the Indians ; and the

crown on the other part conditions for the encourage-

ment of fettlers, a free profeflion or liberty of con-

fcience : therefore a \x~\ Toleration for all Chriflian

{x] Religion and civil government in a general fenfe are, jure di-

inno, but the various particular churches and ftates, feem to be only

de fa^os becaufe none of them have efcaped revolutions : an in-

dulgence, or rather a legal explicit toleration for all (communions
they are called) communities of religion, which are not inconfiftent

with a virtuous life, and the good of fociety, in good policy ought

ro be allowed ; the Romans, a very polite people (the r jus dnjtle is

praftifed every where in Europe to this day) made the gods (religions)

of all nations free of their city or empire ; the Dutch, by art univerfal

toleration (but their public places of worfliip muft be licenced) have

become rich ; the Diffenters in England, by their riches, are a great

prop to the Proteftant eftablifhment ; being excluded by law from

feveral vain, idle, ambitious offices and pofts, they apply themfelves the

more to trade and manufaftures, and become generally richer than the

churchmen. The various decent modes, confiftent with fociety or

humanity, of worihiping a fupreme Being, may be tolerated ; as pro-

ceeding innocently from the bias of education, from the various confti-

tutions and tempers of mankind, and fafhions of the age; but all with

a good intention or confcience.

The differences in religion generally amount only to this, f/z. dif-

ferent people worfhiping the fame G O D in different modes and

faftions: prieftcraft (I do not mean the pious, meek, charitable clergy)

fets them by the ears to the difcredit of all religion, and they make
mountains of mole-hill differences.

Amongft all fedaries, there is a canker-worm called bigots, which

put their fed in a ridiculous light; they are in a tacit fullen enmity

with all mankind who are not of their frantic or fanatical perfuafion

;

they believe implicitly in fome parfon, an idol of their own making,

but not properly in God Almighty.

profeffions
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profefiions of religion, is the true eccleliaftical conftitu-

tion of our American colonies ; the [jy] Roman catho-

lic only is excepted ; the nature of our conftitution, the

horrid principles of that religion, and at prefent the po-

pifh claims to our royal fucceflion, can by no means ad-

mit of it ; the pa^ifts of Maryland, Penfylvania, and
Montferrat, feem to be too much indulged. By an afb

[j] The Roman catholics, commonly called papifts, in all well-

regulated governments, from moft evident civil political reafons, ought

to be excluded; the conftitution of their religion renders them a
nufance in fociety; they have an indulgence for lying, cheating,

robbing, murdering ; and not only may, but are, in Chriftian duty
bound to extirpate all mankind who are not of their way of think-

ing ; they call them heretics : unlefs the Pope (the head and oracle of

their religion) by fome public accepted bull explain this article of
their religion j popery by the laws of nature, and jus gentiumy ought
to be deemed, inconfiftent with human fociety.

A dodlrine or law, though iniquitous, if not put in execntlon,"

becomes obfolete and of no eifed, and its evil tendency ceafes ; but
this moft execrable doftrinehas, in a moftdifmal horrid manner, fre-

quently been put in execution ; I fhall give a few inftances, i. The
popilh perfecution of proteftants by the papifts in England in the reign

of queen Mary, from anno 1553 to 1557; bifhop Burnet fays, that

ftie was a good-natured woman, but of a very ill-natured religion.

2. The bloody maflacre of the Huguenots by the papifts in Paris

of France. De Serres, one of the beft French hiftorians, begins his

account of this maflacre thus, O ma France ! les chenieux ?ne herlf-

fonmnt, fay horreiw de 'voir fur le theatre de ton hijioire jouer une tres in-<

humaine tragedie. Upon a Sunday, being St. Bartholomew's da'y,

1572, in the reign of Charles IX, they took the opportunity of the

time when the marriage of Henry of Bourbon, king of Navarre a
proteftant, to Marguerite de Valois, fifter to the king of France, was
to be celebrated ; moft of the princes of the blood and grandees of
France, who were of the proteftant or Huguenot religion, being ex-
pefted in Paris upon this occafion, they thought it a proper oppor-
tunity to extirpate them by the furprize of a maflacre. At this blo\y

they maflacred ten thoufand perfons in Paris. 3. The popifti gun-
powder-plot difcovered the beginning of November, 1 605, defigned to

blow up and deftroy the peers of England at that time in parliament
affembled : thus they imagined to cancel one of the three negatives

of the Englifti legiflature. 4. The butcherly maflacre of the pro-

teftants in Ireland, anno 1 641, by the Irifti papifts. Many fufpefted,

that it was by the inftigation and direftion of the court of England,
,

at that time making precipitate great advances towards the Roman
catholic religion.

Vol, I, Q of
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of the Englifh parliament, incorporated with the ad of
union of Scotland and England, anno 1707, the church
of England is, and for ever hereafter fhall be, the efta-

blifhed religion in the territories belonging to England,
viz, in the plantations : therefore, the church of Eng-
land is at prefent, and mud continue in perpetuity the

eftablifhed national religion of the plantations, being one

of the fundamental articles of the union •, earl of 1—lay,

a great lawyer, upon a certain occafion, in a fpeech in

the houfe of lords, well obferved, " That there were
*' only two articles of union unalterable, viz. thofe re-

" lating to religion, and the proportion of taxes.'* An-
tecedent to anno 1707, it feems that a general toleration

limited as above was the religious eftablifhment of our

colonies; i. In their charters and grants., there is no
preference given to the church of England. 2. The
adt of uniformity, in the beginniing of queen Elizabeth's

reign, was prior to the colonies in America. 3. In the

ad: of uniformity, beginning of king Charles the fecond's

reign, are mentioned only " the realm of England, do-
" minion of Wales, and town of Bcrw'ick upon Tweed."

4. By a late aft of the Britilh parliament for the natura-

lizing foreigners in the plantations ; receiving the facra-

ment in any proteftant congregation is a qualification -,

therefore it did not extend to the plantations.

I know of no doflrinal [z] diffcTcace between the laity

of the church of England, and the laity of the three

[2:] Predeftination and free-will feem to be only private opinion?,

but not a national church dodrine with us ; they feem both to be

orthodox, the firft from the omnifcience and prefciencc of a fupreme

being, the other from the conftitution and inward feelings of mankind:

how to reconcile them is a myilery, and not to be canvafled ; here we
mull fay with the fimply good Laplander (when queftioned concerning

fome of our Chriftian myfteries* by a Swedifh mifSonary) God
KNOWS.

Free-will, T^at all the fhyfital and moral e-vils nuhich <u,'e percti-ve

amongfi mankind^ prbceedfrom the abufe nve make of this liberty : this opinion

feems the moft confiftent with the good of fociety.

Predeftination, That every thing comes to fafshy afatal necejpty, in a

Qs'iCi abfolnte fenfe, is pefnicious to a good life and to fociety, and en-

X denomina-
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denominations of proteftant diffenters -, who are thus

diftinguiflicd from other diflenters, becaufe they take out

licences for their meetings or religious aflemblies in Eng-
land, I mean the Prefbyterians, Independents, and Ana-
baptifts ; thefe laft at prefent feem to differ from the

courages an abandoned wicked life : it annihilates all religion : if good
works do not forward, nor bad works hinder, falvation ; the fear of

GOD, and the keeping of his commandments, are of no effeft. We
muft acknowledge that predellination in fome political views has a
good effeft ; this turns me into an annotational digreffion.

There are many things, which in a curfory, not well pointed view

(as painters exprefs it) feem fhocking, but in a proper political view are

beautiful and unavoidably confident with fociety ; I ftiall mention a
few inftances. i . Predeftination for military men j Mahomet, and
Cromwell, found a vaft advantage by this doftrine ; the Mahometans
have improved this doftrine very much amongft their militia, viz.

If they conquer, they have profit and glory in this world j if killed in

battle, they have paradife in the next. 2. A diffolute thoughtlefs

way of life, but fo regulated, as not to be enormous and prejudicial

to peace and good neighbourhood ; without this tacit allowance, we
fhould be at a lofs for a fufficient number of foldiers and failors

upon occafion. 3. Pinching of the very mean labourers or working
people, by lowering or keeping their wages much under ; hereby our

merchants can afford in foreign markets to under-fejl the merchants

of other countries, and confequently vent more of their produce or

manufadure : befides, let us fuppofe, their employers in generolity

and beneficence to allow more wages than are merely fufficient to pro-

vide them the neceffaries of life, perhaps, fome few of them, may lay

up this furplus, and, in a fhort time, afpire higher than this their

mean labour, thus their labour is loft ; but the greateft part would
idle away fo much time {a day or two in the week loft to the pub-,

lie good) as this furplus could fupply with necelTaries, to the leffen-

ing of our manufaftures, feTr. 4. Encouraging of a great confump-
tion of Britiih goods by luxury and extravagant equipage in our co-

lonies, is thought by fome wrong headed men to be a benefit to the

mother-country : this is a grand miftake, becaufe induftry and fruga-

lity in all fubfervients, is requifite, otherways they cannot long af-

ford to contimie this confumption reckoned a benefit to Great- Britain.

5. Running in debt produces depreciating money-making affemblies

(having fecured the real value of their own ufual falaries and wages)

towards romantic, Is'c. expeditions Or any paper money requiring

afiair ; and procures voluntiers for fuch expeditions by fcreening

debtors from their creditors, thus, and by other (I muft not fay iniquit-

ous) afts for tlie relief of debtors, hurting creditors and the credit of

$he country Very much.

0^2 others
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others only in the manner and age proper to receive-

baj)tilm. My being prolix in this point, is defigned not

to ditflate, but to contribute towards conciliating their af-

fections to one another •, their doftrinal religion is the

fame •, theif eftablifhment or legal toleration the fame

;

they differ only nominally, or in denominations ; if any
of thefe denominations Ihould be angry with me, I give

them this fhort anticipating anfwer, I am independent,

and of no party but that of truth.

•.The differences in the modes of Baptifm are not ef-

fential ; my voucher is the bifhop of London our dio-

cefan, noted by his printed pious fuper- excellent paftoral'

letters ; in a letter to the reverend Mr. Miles, a redorof
the church of England in Bofton, dated Fulham,. Sept. g^

1724. " I have been informed within thefe few days,
*' by a bifhop y^'ho had a letter from Boftony^that fome
*' of the minifters there, begin the difpute about the va-
" lidity and invalidity of baptifm ;; adminiftred by per-
*' fons not epifcopally ordained. This was advanced in

" England fome years ago, by tfie Nonjurors, enemies
" of the Proteftant religion, and prefent government..
*' The bifhops in convocation then affembled, fet forth.

*' a paper, proving and declaring, that baptifm by water
" in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, by.'

*' what hand foever adminftred, or however irregular,

*' is not to be repeated : this doctrine, the great patrons.
*' of our church maintained againft the Puritans in the-

"reigns of queen Elizabeth and king James I. Con-
*' fidering the views with which this doctrine has been;
" lately advanced here by the Nonjurors, if any mif*
*" fionary fhall renew this conrroverfy, and advance the-

** fame, I fhall efleem him an enemy to the church of
** England, and the proteftant fucceffion, and fhall deal,

'* with him accordingly.'* Dodwel carried this afiair of
baptifm to a ridiculous height, viz. that the fouls of

men were naturally mortal, but epifc6|)al baptiffft ntiiikes.

them immortal.
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The differences in offering up their prayer's J5 the

Supreme Being are not eflential, whether, i. By Ut4jrgy,

'a printed form, called, in the church of England, coni-

mon-prayer. 2. iVz'^/y^m/^'r, though generally compofed

by fome dire<5lory, or cuflom,, or habit, as amongft the

i:hree denominations of proteftant diffenters. .3. Random
extempore prayers of the fober-minded ; I do not mean
the profane ^nthufiaftic prayers of new-lights and others,

which they impioufly caH, praying as the Spirit fhall

give them utterance ; inipirations are ceafed. 4. Mental
prayers -, thefe are called Quietifts-, fuch are tkeEngiifli

•Quakers, the Dutch Mennifts or Mennonites, the Spa-

^nifh, French, and Italian Molinifts ; thay are of opinion,

that in our devotions we are to retire pur, minds frQm
all exteriors, and fink into a pious frame ©f filence

;

that ufing of words, or attending to words, interrupts

devotion-, and they reduce all the exercife of religion to

this fimplicity of mind. In fliort, -Quietifts are of opi-

nion, that the great God ought to be adored in filence

and admiration 4 that words and cer£monies divert true

-devotion to material founds and objects. Our Quakers
fay, that their filent meetings are the mofl: edifying. A
ftrift uniformity in religion does not people a country,

but depopulates, and particularly feiids away the bpfl

of their people, the induftrious, peaceable, confcientious

diffenters. The revocation of the edid of Nantes hurt

France very much, by fending av/ay many of their belt

manuta6tures and artificers, to the great benefit of
''Great-Britain and Holland, where an extenfive, compaf-
' ifionate, charitable tokration, is .eftablifhed by laws -and

'•.|?lacarts.

3. In our colonies people of all Teligions are under
the coercive power of the civil government; therefore,

"at prefent, any other government in the feveral denomi-
nations of churches, might have the bad effedt of impe-

rium in imperio, 1. e. confufion. In fadl, in our planta-

tions, at this time, there is no real provincial church-

^^overnment, and confequently they do not differ in this

Q^S refpedj
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refpeft ; the bilhop's commiflary is only a nominal office :

the annual meeting of the independent or congregational

clergy in Boflon the end of May, at the iblemnity of the

eledion of a provincial council 5 and the yearly pilgri-

mage offome Quakers, are only upon a laudable friend-

ly account. Perhaps a fuperintendant of the miflionaries

fi'om the fociety of 1701, might have a good effed ;

with a power and inftru6tions to remove miflionaries

from one ftation to another, as the intereft of propagat-

ing the gofpel might require. As an hiftorian, every

thing is in my province. Some who do not underftand

propriety of charadters, think I ought not to mention

the clergy ; but, as a writer of hiftory, I cannot avoid it,

without being reckoned deficient and partial in the affairs

of the clergy.

4. The veftments of the clergy are not to be faulted ;

they are not ellential to rehgion ; all communions feem

to affe6t fomething peculiar in this refped ; the gown,
cafTock, girdle, rofe, furplice, ^c. of the church of Eng-
land J the plain black gown of the officiating clergy in

Geneva, Switzerland, and among the Huguenots of

France ; the blackgown with frogs in the country mi-

nifters of Scotland ; the black cloak of the independents

;

the antiquated habit of the Qiiakers, particularly of their

exhorters.

Perhaps, at prefent, many religions are fo loaded

•with verbal differences or controverfies, and with enthu-

liaftic devotional terms, that they are become an affair

not of piety, fincerity, and truth, but a jumble of in-

lignificant technical words, and cant-phrafes : as former-

ly, inftead of true folid philofophy and natural hiftory,

there was in the fchools only a pedantic metaphyfical

jargon, which by this time has received a notable refor-

mation ; fo I doubt not, that religion in time may admit

of the like purity and fimplicity.

In Great- Britain there are three diftind focieties for

propagating chriftian proteftant knowledge or jeligion in

foreign parts, incorporated by royal charters.

I . Aitno
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1. Anno I-649, the parliament of England, granted a

charter to a prefident and ibciety, for propagating the

gofpel in New-England ; at the reftoration it was laid

afide, but by folicitation a new charter was granted 14

Car. II. Eeb. 7. to a fociety or company for propagating

the gofpel in New-England, and parts adjacent in. Ame-
rica •, the number of members not to exceed forty-five,

and the furvivors to fupply vacancies -, they appoint

commifBoners in New-England to manage affairs there :

this charity has been helpful to fome of the preachers in

New-England who have fmall provifion.

2. Anno 1709, by charter there was eflablilhed in

Scotland a fociety for propagating chriftian knowledge

amongft the Highlanders ; 4 Geor. I, their charter was

extended to all infidel countries beyond feas ; they have

a confiderable fund ; they have had a milTionary upon the

New-England weftern frontiers, and another upon its

eaftern frontiers ; the laborious Mr. Brainard, lately dead,

was their mifllonary amongft the Indians upon the

northern frontiers of Penfylvania, and the Jerfeys.

3. A fociety for propagating the gofpel in foreign

parts, eftablifhed by charter June 16, anno 1701 ; their

certain fund is very fmall j they depend upon fubfcrip-

tions and cafual donations ; their fubfcribing and corre-

Tponding members at prefent, are upwards of 5000

;

in the American colonies, near fixty mifllonaries ; their

annual expence exceeds 4000/. fterling. We may find by
their charter, by their annual ibciety- fermons, and by
the yearly narratives of tKc progrefs of this fociety,

that the principal defign is to propagate chriftian know-
ledge -, that the Indians may come to the knowledge of
Christ J to preach the gofpel to the heathen j the

care of the Indians bordering upon our fettlements, and
fuch like expreflions : a fecondary defign is, to officiate

when there is no provifion, or only a fmall provifion for

a gofpel miniftry. Many good things were originally

intended by this charter, and doubtlefs the fame good
intentions continue with the fociety; but in all public

0^4 diftant
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diftant affairs the managers at home may be impofed
upon. Here I beg leave of the miffionaries, as an hifto-
rian to relate matters of fad ; if any miffionary thinks
that I deviate from the truth, he may corre6t me, and I
fliall be more explicit and particular in the appendix.
The remarks which I Ihall make at prefent are, i. The
mifiionaries do not concern themfelves with the conver-
fions of the Indians or heathen ; the miffionaries of Al-
bany, in the province of New-York, have at times vifited
the Mohawks. 2. Inftead of being fent to refide and
ferve their miffions in our out-town new fettlements
(where, in the words of their charter) " the provifion
*' for minifters is very mean, or are wholly deflitute and
" unprovided of a maintenance for minifters, and the
*^ public worfhip of God," they are fent to the capitals,'

richeft, and beft civiHzed towns of our provinces ; as if
the defign and inftltution were only to bring over the to-
lerated fober, civilized diffenters, to the formality of fay-
ing their prayers {a] liturgy-falhion. In the colony of
Rhode-Ifland, difcreet able miHionaries are requifite.

The Britilh miffionaries of the three diftind focieties

are much deficient, when compared with the miffibnarics
"of other nations amongft the heathen. 1. For many
years laft paft, we have frequent accounts of many nu-

[a"] I do not intend to derogate from the liturgy or common-prayer
of the church of England, from their veftments, and other deco-
rations and ceremonies (which fome Puritans call ecclefiaftical Scene-
ry) from their falls and feftivals. Becaufe, i. So much of the Ro-
man breviaries and ceremonies, were to be retained, as were confiftent
with the reformation j that the tranf.tus or change with the vulgar
might be more eafily complied with. 2. Thofe of the confeflion of
Augfburg, and Heidelberg in Germany, the Huguenots of France, the
Dutch eftablilhed church, k^c. have printed forms of prayer, and a
fixed pfalmody, 3. The Greek and Armenian churches tolerated in
the Turkilh and Perfian dominions, muft have vanilhed many centu-
ries ago, if it had not been for the outward Ihevv of the veftments of
their clergy, decorations of their churches, their falls and feftivals, 4.
To the Weftminfter preftiyterian confeflion of faith, is annexed a di-

reftory for the public worfhip of God, amongft other things thefeveral
heads to be obferved in their public prayers are dire^d.

merous
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merous converfions of the heathen in the Eaft-lndies hf
"the Danifh chriftian proteftant miflionaries, which not

only [^] propagates our chriftian religion, but, in a poli-

tical view, brings over the aborigines, and feeures them in

a national in tereft. 2. The French miflionaries in Ca-

nada are indefatigable, and thereby ferve the intereft of

France, equally with that of chriftianity. 3. The po-

pilh miflionaries in China, from feveral European na-

tions, by their mathematical ingenuity, and their omnia

emnihuSi have been very ufeful to chriftianity.

/i digrejfion concerning the fettling of colomes in general \ ivith

an Utopian amufement, or loofe propofals^ towards fegidat-

ing the Britifh colonies in the north continent of America.

IT is a common but miftaken notion, that fending

abroad colonies weakens the mother-country : Spainis

generally brought for an inftance; but Spain being ill

[b"] Miflionaries may be ufeful in a double capacity, 1. Civil, that

is, by bringing thofe wild nations or tribes, into the intereft worldly or

'political of their conftituents, and of keeping them fteady in the fame.

2. Religious, for this they are principally defigned, to convert the hea-

then to the religion of their own country ; by purity of do6trine and
exemplary life to eftablifh religion and good manners amongft them ;

ihey ought chiefly to inculcate, that true happinefs cohfills in health

"Shd virtue; that the eflentials of religion are to be good and wife.

rMf. Hubbard, in his hiftory of the troubles in New-Engknd by the

Indians, gives a wrong turn, in terming it, " The Indians carrying on
** the defigns of the kingdbm of darknefs ;" whereas we do not know
of any Ihdians, that ever attempted to pervert our people in affairs of
religion, nor to make them a:bjure the chriftian religion—The mofl
(noted and deferving Englifh miflionary, that hitherto has appeared in

our Britifti North-America colonies, was the Rev. Mr. John Elliot of

Roxbury, called the Indian Evangelift ; he was educated at Cambridge
ih England, came over to New-England anno 1631, was fixty years

jninifter of Roxbury, adjoining to Bofton ; his fucceffor Mr. Walter is

now living, a very extraordinary inftance of no more than two incum-
bents in the fpace of i 20 years in fucceffion. Mr. Elliot died 1690,
JEt. 86. His Indian bible (it was in Natic Indian) was printed at

'Cambridge 1664; ^^^^^ ^'^ death it was republilhed with the cor-

teftions of Mr. Cotton, minifter of Plymouth.

peopled
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peopled does not proceed from thence ; it is from their

native floth ; from driving ali the Moors out of that

country ; from a rigorous inquifition in religious affairs

;

from vaft numbers of friars and nuns, who do not la-

bour, and who are not allowed to propagate their fpecies

:

for this reafon, and from the popes being landlords only

for life, the pope's dominions in Italy are almoft defolate

of people, but not from fending out colonies j they

have no colonies.

The grandeur of Phoenicia, Greece, and Rome, was

much owing to their colonies ; they made no complaints

of their colonies depopulating their refpe6live mother-

countries. The many and large- Dutch colonies in the

Eaft-lndies, do not depopulate Holland, but are the

chief foundation of their wealth. How vaftly rich muft

France have been in a very Ihort time, if the good car-

dinal Fleury's fcheme of trade and colonies had been

followed, in place of their idle romantic land-conquefts

in Europe.

The people fent from Great-Britain and their progeny

made vaffly more profitable returns, than they could pof-

fibly have done by their labour at home : I do not mean
idlers and foldiers fent only for the defence of unne-

ceffary multiplied colonies ; this feems to be bad policy,

by exhaufting their mother-country both of men and

money. If any neighbouring foreign fettlement be-

comes noxious, let us demoUfh or difmantle it, when in

our power, and prevent, by treaty or force, any future

fettlement ; this will be fufficient and profitable.

The nations of Great-Britain are not a numerous peo-

ple, and therefore cannot fwarm fo much (in allufion to

bees) as fome other countries of Europe : we have

found and do pradlice two confiderable expedients, to

fupply this defed. i . Importing and naturalizing of

foreigners ; witnefs the late incredible growth of the

province of Penfylvania, from the importation of Pala-

tines and Strafburghers from Germany. By an a6l of

parliament, any foreigners who, after the firft oi July,

1740*
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1740, Ihall refide in any of his majefty's colonies fevdii

years or more, without being abfent above two months

at a time from the colonies, and fhall bring a certificate

of his having received the facrament within three months

in fome proteftant congregation, and of taking the oaths

to the government before a juflice, and regiftering the

fame, fhall be deemed as natural-born fubjeds. 2. Im-
porting and employing of [c'] flaves from Africa j in the

Well India or fugar-iflands, and in the fouthern diftrift

of the Britifh colonies in North-America; they are about

300,000 at the charge of about 30 j. Hcrling per annum

per head. Thefe negro flaves are employed in the pro-

duce of all our fugars, tobacco, rice, and many other va-

luable commodities.

The difcouragements and hindrances of the growth

of our plantations, which require to be remedied, are all

impreiTes, becaufe hitherto our plantations have no fpare

hands, i. Inlifting of landmen as foldiers to ferve with-

out their feveral provinces or colonies : all the colonies

want more people, and whites ; natives of America do
not well bear tranfplantation ; of the two companies

lent from MalTachufetts-Bay in New-England many years

ago for the relief of Jamaica, not above fix men return-

ed ; of the 500 men fent to Cuba expeditions, not ex-

ceeding fifty men returned ; of the 4000 men volun-

teers upon the expedition to Louifbourg, one half died

of fickneffes ; and they who returned, came home with

a habit of idlenefs, and generally confumed more than

they earned, and confequently were worfe than dead :

inliftments to be allowed only occafionally in cafes of
invafions or infurreflions in the neighbouring provinces.

2. Impreffing of idlers, and imprefllng of iailors from
the inward-bound trade, leaving aboard proper perfons

[r] From obfervation and experience, it feems to be an eftablifhed

opinion, that a negro man of forty Mt. is in value equal to a negro
boy of ten JEt, and proportionally in their other ages upwards and
(bwnwards.

to
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to take care of the intereft, though in itfelf illegal, is by
cuftom connived at; but this connivance is abufed by '

fome commanders, impreffing men who in a fpeciat! I

manner are exempted by ad of parliament, fuch as fo- •

reign failors, tradefmens apprentices, whole crews of
'

merchant-fhips outward-bound, and cleared out, without

fecuring the veflels from difafters, and the goods from
/embezzelments.

1

.

By a6l of parliament, amongft thofe exempted from
imprefles, are, every foreigner, whether feamen or land-

men, who fhall ferve in any merchant-fhip or privateer,

belonging to the fubjefts of Great-Britain. There are

likewife exempted from being imprefled into his ma-
jefty's fervice, every perfon being of the age of fifty- five,

.years, or under eighteen ; every perfon who fball ufe the

fea, fhall be exempted from being imprefled for the fpace

of two years, to be computed from his firft going to

fea; and every perfon who having ufed the fea, fhall

bind himfelf apprentice to ferve at fea, fhall be exempted
from being imprefTed for the fpace of three years, to be

computed from the time of binding.

2. The navy may be ferved without violent imprefTes;

we have many inftances of brave, a6tive, gallant com-
manders, who have carried on affairs committed to their

trufl with good expedition and fuccefs, without diflrelTing

of trade ; but merely by voluntary inliflments, having

gained the affe6bion of failors in general, by ufing thofe

men with humanity and benevolence ; a noted inflance

we have of this in Sir Peter Warren, a gentleman of an

univerfally acknowledged good charader, naturally good
and humane, always friendly to trade, benevolent, be-

loved by his officers and common failors, afliduous and

conflant, therefore fuccefsful and fortunate.

3. If the foremafl men aboard men of vvar were more
humanely ufed by all their officers, perhaps there, woyld
be no occafion for impreffes : their encouragement in

times of war is very confiderable, 'uiz. That all officers,

feamen, and foldiers, on board every Britilh roan of war,

Ihall
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:Siall have the fole property of all fhips and merchandize-,

they fliall take after the 4th of January, 1 73.9, in Europe,,

and after the 24th ofJune, 1 740^, in any other part of the

world ; to be divided in fuch proportion as the crown

fhall order by proclamation, as alfo a bounty of 5 /. for

every man which was living on board any vefTel fo takea

or deflroyed, at the beginning of the engagement ; by
proclamation the dividends were to the captain 3 8ths

(if under the command of an admiral or warrant commo-
dore, one of tlie three eighths is to the admiral or com-
modore) I 8th to the lieutenants and mailer; i 8th to

the warrant officers; i 8th to the petty officers; and
2 8ths to the private men. By a6l ofthe general aflem-

bly of MafTachufetts-Bay, the provincial armed velTels ia

dividing their captures, 2 8ths is allotted to the captain^

and 3 8ths to the private men, becaufe the private ment-

of a provincial privateer are fuppofed to be good livers

and inhabitants ; thofe belonging, to men of war arc

generally abandoned vagrants, and any additional pence

renders them more diffolute and incapable or negligent

©f their duty.

There are many other encouragements to provide the

navy with voluntier failors ; and to prevent arbitrary and
violent impreffes, unnatural in a free Britilli conftitution ;,

for inftance.

4. For the better encouraging foreign feamen to ferve

®n board Britifli fhips, it is enaded, that every fuchb

foreign feaman, who Ihall, after the firft day of January,

1739, have ferved during the war, on board any Britiik

man of war, merchant-fhip, or privateer, for two years,

fhall be deemed a natural-born fub^e6t of Great- Britain,

and fhall enjoy all the privileges, &c. as an actual na-

tive of Great -Britain.—Provided, that no perfon thus na-

turahzed, fhall be of the privy council, or fhall have
any place of truft civil or military, or have any grant:

©f lands from the crown. Impreffing of feamen for

the fervice of the navy, prevents the increafe of fbipping

and feamen. in the colonies, and occarionally makes
I tiots
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[i] riots and dangerous tumults -, the imprefling of fea-

men has in part been redrefled by the late ad: of parlia-

ment. There had long fubfifted a difpute between

the admiralty and the trade, concerning the imprefling of

failors : the firll infifted that, commanders of priva-

teers, and mailers of merchant-men, did encourage de-

fertion from his Majefty's ihips of war by entertaining

and hiring delerters -, the merchants complained of the

great hardfhips upon trade and navigation, from the

arbitrary unreafonable imprefs of hands by indifcreet

captains and commanders : to accommodate this affair

the parliament of Great-Britain in their wifdom pafled

an aft anno 1746, that privateers or merchant-men har-

bouring deferters from the king's fliips, fhould forfeit

50 /. fterling per man ; and any officer of a man of war
imprefling any failor (deferters excepted) on fliore or on

board fhall pay 50 /. flierling, for each man imprefl^d.

This a6l is only in relation to the fugar-ifland colonies

;

it might eafily, when in agitation, have been extended to

the continent colonies of North-America by proper ap-

plication of their feveral agents ; in a particular man-
ner New-England claimed this exemption (if their agents

[/) Our province in a peculiar manner (I am apt to call MafTa-

chufetts-Eay our province, becaufe, at this writing, of my refidence

there) requires fome more fevere afts againft ri«t, mobs, andtumults.

The leaft appearance of a mob (fo called from Mobile Vulgus) ought

to be fupprefled, even where their intention in any particular affair is

of itfelf very good ; becaufe they become nurferies for dangerous tu-

mults ; I Ihall give an inftance or two in Bofton. i . A few years

ago, a houfe of notorious evil fame, known by the name of mother

Gr— n's, was ranfacked by a fm all mob in the prefence of, fome

fay, by inftigation of, fome well meaning magiftratesj the confequence

was, the mob a few days afterwards demolifhed the public market-

honfe, and carried off the materials for their own private ufe. 2.

for fome years paft upon the 5th of November, being the anniverfary

Gun-powder-treafon day, feveral mobs, have carried about pageants

of the Pope, the Devil, and Pretender ; thefe Gun-powder-treafon

mobs yearly increafe. A few days after the Gun-powder-treafon

pageantries or mobs, an imprefs in Bofton harbour, with the recent ac-

cident of two men in Bofton being murdered by a prefs-gaijg, occa-

fioned a '^tuy great tumult in Bofton.

had
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had had that addrefs, intereft, vigilancy, and afllduity

which their duty required) by having lately fuffered fo

much in their perfons and purfes by a voluntary expe-

dition in favour of their mother-country againft Louif-

bourg : I am apt to think that being too forward beyond

our natural abilities, may give the miniftry at home fome
reafon to imagine, that New-England is fo increafed in

people, as to have many idlers to fpare ; as appears by
their order for two regiments of foldiers (or 2000 men)
from hence, in addition to the garrifon of Louifbourg.

At prefent, I hope the miniftry are convinced that New-
England cannot fpare idlers fufficient to make one regi-

ment complete. I fpeak for the intereft of the country,

and impartially in general; my intereft being in that coun-

try, fome may wrongly think that I am partial.

Before the plantation or colony trade took place, the

trade of England confifted only in the exportation of
tin [^], lead, leather [/], grain, and wool[^] : by colonies

\e] Britain furpaffes all the world for woollen manufaftures and for

tin ; the Phcenicians had colonies in the Caffiterides or Britifh iflands,

becaufe of their Ti n : there is no known place of the earth, where
fuch quantities of tin are to be found ; Mr. Davenant, a former in-

fpeftor-general of the imports and exports, in his reports anno 171 1,

writes, that tlie contradt for tin, was 1 600 ton ftannery weight, or

1714 ton, 5081b. avoirdupois weight J which is more than is takea
off by foreign exportation and home confumption, and may tend to

make the commodity a drug.

[/] Great- Britain produces more Grain, than they can confume,
and there are certain bounties given upon its exportation, when prices

do not exceed fpecified rates ; and upon the exportation of manu-
faftures from grain, there are bounties and drawbacks, e. g^. upon
malt, beer, malc-fpirits. In England from a canfumption of about
80,000 quarters of malt are manufaftured about 1,600,000 gallons of
malt-fpirits, which pays upwards of 1 50,000 /. llerling J>^r annum to
the public revenue.

[g\ Wool and woollens are the greateft and mofl pj'ofitable commo-
dity of the produce and manufafture of Great-Britain, on which the
value of lands and the trade of the nation do chiefly depend. The
gain, in. manufaduring of wool is fo confiderable, that the greateft

penalties, even to death, prohibits the exportation of wool not manu-
faftured ; the admiralty appoint cruizers on the coafts of Great-Britain

and Ireland, to intercept the exportation of wool ; thele penalties

our
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our trade and navigation is vaftly improved ; Cromwell
and the rump parliament had good notions of trade in ge-

neral, and particularly of the plantation trade ; they had '

a fcheme to bring the Dutch to reafon, for fome out-

rages they had done us in our fpice trade and other,

affairs ; but the fubfequent reigns of the indolent

Charles the fecond, and of the popilh prieft-rid James
the fecond, were great damps. The addition which the

fa6lories and colonies have made to our trade and na-

vigation is immenfe,. viz. the Indian trade, fur and fkin

trade, cod-iilhery and fi(h-oil, naval ftores, tobacco,

rice, fu^ar, and oth^r Weft-India Illand produce. Be-

lides the profits they afford to the planters, merchants,

and navigation owners, they yield great branches of re-

venue to the public treafury •, the Eaft-India trade about

300,000/. fterling/»i?r annum, tobacco 200,000/. fterling,

fiigars 150,000/. fterling, &c.

In multiplying of colonies, there are boundaries which

to advantage cannot be exceeded. Thus our fugar colo-

nies produce as much fugar as we can vent to profit

;

the fame may be faid of rice, and perhaps of tobacco j

were extended to wool from Ireland, and afterwards to the planta-

tions ; by aft of parliament, after Dec. i, i6gg, no wool nor woollens,

the produce of any of the Englifh plantations in America, to be
Slipped off on any pretence whatfoever ; as alfo that no fuch wool or

woollens, the produce of any of the Englilh plantations in America,

Ihall be loaden upon any horfe, cart, or other carriage, to the intent

and purpofe to be exported, tranfported, carried, or conveyed out of

the faid Englifh plantations, to any other of the faid plantations, or to

any other place whatfoever, upon the fame pains, penalties, and for-

feitures ; which are forfeiture of goods and carriage, and 500 /. fleii.

iine.

Our woollens are above one third of our univerfal export. At a
medium our wool manufadlured is double the value of the wool it-

felf; and deducing all charges, one third of the neat profit goes to

the landlord. We import about 5000 bags of Spanifh or Segpvia

wojol per annum j it is of a fine grain) without a mixture of it no
fuperfine cloths can be made) but of a Ihort ftaple ; it caftnot be

wrought without a mixture of Englifh or other wool of a longcf

fiaple.
I

if
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ifwe increafe in thefe, their prkes at market from their

plenty muft fall, and not yield a fufficient profit.

The regulations in the colony-trade^ ought to be al-

tered according as circumftances of time^ ^c. may re-

quire ; for inftance, feeing by an arret of the council of

ftate 1726, the French colonies are allowed to carry their

produce diredly to other ports of Europe, but the vef^-

fels to return diredlly to the ports of France from whence
they fet out : therefore Great-Britain feems to be under

a neceffity to take off all enumerations (that of fugar and
rice is lately in part taken off) but that the veflels which
carry plantation-goods to foreign ports, Ihall clear ouc

from Great-Britain before they return to the plantations.

This would prevent their carrying foreign goods to our
plantations direftly, and would maintain the proper de-

pendency of the colonies upon their mother^country,

The Utopian amufemenL

I SHALL conclude the general hiftory of the Britilh

North-America colonies, being the firft part of our fum-
mary, by a fcheme for the better regulating thefe colo-

nies. It is not to be expe6led that fuch confiderable,

alterations are to be made, and therefore may be called

an idle fcheme ; but, perhaps, it may give ibme hints

towards redifying feveral things, which much require

emendations.
' By the general patent of king James I, anno 1 606,
the fea-line of the EngUfh North-America, at that time
called North and South-Virginia, was to have been di-

vided into colonies [g\ of 100 miles fquare, being for

each colony 100 miles upon thefea; but this patent

was foon vacated, and the propofed divifions did not
take place : afterwards royal grants were made at fundry
times, to various grantees of fingle perforts or commu-
nities, of different humours and views ; fo that bounda-
ries (the countries not being well explored, for inftance,

[g\ Pag- 204.

Vol. I, R Merrimack
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Merrimack river with relation to the boundaries of Maf-

fachufetts- Bay, and New-Hamplliire colonies) were un-

certain, and their conftitutions different. The colonies

at this time are arrived to a ftate of confiderable matu-

rity, and the conveniences and inconveniences of the

politia or polity of the feveral colonies are now apparent ; ,

perhaps it would be for the interefl: of the nations of

:

Great-Britain, and for the eafe of the miniftry or mana-

gers at the court of Great-Britain, to reduce them to

fome general uniformity ; referring to their feveral gene-

ral affemblies or legiflatures, the raifing of taxes, and ap-

propriating the fame, v/ith the affairs relating to their

different or fundry produces and trade ; thefe may be

called their municipal laws.

Previoufly, at the court of Great-Britain, there may
be conftituted a board of trade and plantations :

for direftion ; to be compofed of gentlemen returned !

home, who have formerly been governors of colonies,

judges of vice-admiralty, confuls at foreign ports of trade,

commodores who have ferved fome time in plantation-

ilations, furveyor-generals, and colle6tors of the cuftoms

in the colonies, planters, merchants, and faftors who fol-

low the plantation trade. Some few of thefe may have

falaries, and be obliged to a clofe attendance j the others

may be honorary, and with equal power of management

when prefent : the agents (they are properly their attor-

neys) of the colonies to attend when called upon.

This board being conftituted, their firft bufmefs may

be to compofe a draught of a body of general lavv^s for all

the plantations (it may be called the magna charta
OF. THE British colonies in America) by perufing

the prefent law-books of the feveral colonies, and from

their own perfonal experience and obfervation, with the

afTiftance of the attorney and folicitor-general, or of fome

other eminent lawyers. This draught of general laws

for the plantations to be laid before the Britilh.parhament

for their approbation, and to be pafled into a public a(5];

®f parliament •, in procefs of time, and as things may

4 require,
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require, fubfequent parliaments may make additions and

amendments. All thefe general laws may;be comprized

in [b] one pocket-volume.

Some of thefe plantation general laws, may fefafe to the

following articles.

t. Property fhall permanently remain ^s at prefent^

land transferable according to law, with a claufe for quiet-

ing pofleffions.

Proprietary and charter-governments to be vacated for

equivalents, either in money, or a further addition of

land-property, and all governments of the colonies to be
veiled in the crown [/].

The government of all the northern American con-

tinent-colonies being thus in the crown, that country

may, at the pleafure of the court of Great-Britain, be
divided into fundry governments more uniform, equal,

and convenient for the attendance of perfons concerned

{h'\ The laws of nations of long ftanding have been reduced with

great utility into a fmall compafs. The Roman pandedls are in fifty-

one titles. Lewis XIV of France reduced all the laws of that great

country into two fmall pocket volumes, called Code de Louis des af-

faires de meVi and Code de Louis des affaires de terre. The laws of Scot-

land preceding the union^ are in three duodecimo volumes. The laws

of Denmark are in one quarto volume.

[?] To fome original grantees, the government of the colony was'

equally their propertyj as that of the foil. It has been a praftice,

time out of mind, with the Britifh legiflatures, for a public good
ufe, to take away private property, allowing roper adequate com-
penfation. In fuch grants of colonies, government and land- property

are not to be deemed for ever infeparable ; the earl of Granville

(formerly lord Carteret) had one eighth of the government, as well as

of the foil of theGarolinas ; lately he refigned his part of the govern-^

ment to the crown, retaining his eighth part of the foil, which is laid off

diftinft, but fome think too amply, either as an equivalent for refign-

ing his Ihare in that government, or by way of indulgence as a court-

favourite. The people ofthe New- jerfey s were fo mutinous for two or

three years, that the proprietors (the proprietors are many) for their

own eafe, furrendered the government to the queen in council, by aa
inftrument dated April 1 7, 1 702.

R 2 in
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in their provincial courts, than at prefent, without any
damage or infraftion of [^J property : moreover, the fe-

veral colonies will be more adequate checks upon one
another in cafes of mutiny or infurredions. The feveral

colonies as at prefent are at length, and with much dif-

ficulty, become well-bounded and diftinguilhed (the line

between Maryland and Penfylvania excepted) and there-

fore without any trouble may be reduced into the follow-

ing governments

:

1. Nova Scotia.

2. S^agadahock, Province of Main, and New-Hamp-
fhire.

3. Maflachufletts-Bay.

4. Rhode-ifland, and Connedlicut.

5. New-lfork, and the New-Jerfeys.

6. Penfylvania, and the three lower counties upon
Delaware river.

7. Maryland.

8. Virginia.

9. North-Carolina.

10, South-Carolina.

11. Georgia.

[/j] Where the property belongs to one family (as the earl of Gran-
ville, lord Fairfax, lord Baltimdre, and Pen's) there is no difHculty,

becaufe no damage is done to the property of the foil, by fabjedling

fome part of it to the jUrifdidion (Jf one government, and the other

jiart of it to the jufifdiftiOn bf an adjacent government : but where
the propeifty of the foil belongs to a community, as in three of the co-

lonies of NeW-England ; in fplitting of colonies for uniformity and
convenience, there feems to be fome diiHculty in dividing or adjufting

the property of colony lands remaining, not granted to private per-

fons ; this difficulty vaniflies in courfe of years. The colony of Rhode-
ifland has made grants of all their community-lands to fundry private

fierfons many years fince : the colony of Connefticut fold the re-

ihainderof their colony -lands, anno 1737, being feven townlhips in

its nOtth-wefl: corner, to private perfons by public vendue ; the intereft

of the purchale-money is wifely applied towards the fupport of irtt-

fchools. In th^ province of Maffachufetts-Bay (their government is

in the crown, bjat the property of their lands or foil is in the com-
munity) of their old charter-colony lands* not exceeding the value of

Hudlbn*s«
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Hudfon's-Bay is not a colony, and eonfifts only of very

rnuch feparated fmall fadories or lodges, at the niouths

of fome confideraMc rivers, wJiere the Indians in their

canoes come to trade with furs and Ikins. Newfoiand-

iand is not a colony, but only a number of good harbours

for curing of cod-fifh ; the foil is good for nothing.

As the country and rivers are now well explored and

known, if the colonies were to be new-modelled, they

might be m.ore diftindly bounded as follows.

Nova Scotia, which is bounded by the river and gulph

of St. Laurcijce, by the Atlantick ocean» and Bay of

Fundi, lliall be further bounded by boundary, N" i.

being St. John's river, &c.

In the boundaries of the feveral colonies according to

this fcheme, I mean a ;due true courfe, b,ut not accord-

ing to compals or tnagnetic needle, becaufe of th& con-

tinued irregular progreffive variations.

%. St. John's river, from it-s mouth jap to-r«—N. iat.

and thence in a courfe true north to St. Laurence river,

^called Canada river.

2. Sagadahock entrance, and up Quenebeck river to

N. Iat.—and then north to the river of St. Laurence.

3. Up Merrimack river to its fork in N. Iat.—near

Endieot's tree, and thence north to St. Laurence river.

4. Up ConDe<9:iei!at river to^-N. ]at. and$hence north

to the river of Si. Laiirenee.

four or five townfliips or pari(hes of fijc miles fqufire each, reinaU*

not granted to private perfons : in their additional province of Maine^

a line of two townfhips deep (the valuable part of that country) along

the fea and rivers is already become private property; fo that the re-

mainder, of lefs value, may be refigned to the crown for fome valua-

ble confideration, to be applied towards paying the province debt.

Befides, by treaty with the Indians anno i 725, all thofe lands hitherto

not conveyed to private perfons, were referved to the Indians.

N. B. In thfife community-colonies, when they jnade grants to pri-

vate perfons, if they had fubjeiSled the granted lands to fome fmall

certain quit-rents, thefe quit-rents would have been a permanent branch

pf the public revenue towards the charges of government ; and would

have prevented large trafts of granted lands from being ingroffed, lying

idle and walle.

R 3 5. Up
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5. Up Hudfon's river to the carrying-place to Wood-
creek, by Woodcreek and the drowned lands to lake
Champiain, by lake Champlain and down the river

Chamblais to St. Laurence river.

6. Up Delaware-Bay, and the river to N. lat.—and
thence north to lake Ontario.

7. Up Chefepeak-Bay, and Sefqiiahana river to N. lat,

r^and thence north to lake Ontario.

8. Up Chowan found, and Roanoke river to long.

weft from London—and thence due weft to the Apala-
chian mountains, or farther weft to the river MilTiffippi.

9. Up Winea-Bay, and Peddie river to W. long.

—and thence weft to the Apalachian mountains, or far-

ther to the river of MiiTiffippi.

10. Up the Savanna river to- W. long.—-and
thence weftto the Apalachian mountains, or farther to

the great river Miffiftippi.

1 1

.

Finally, is the new Utopian colony of Georgia,
which may extend fouth and weft indefinitely.

Illands in the dividing bays and rivers may be annexed
in the whole to one of the adjoining provinces, or partly

to one, and partly to the other.

II. In each colony or province, there may be a Icgi-

flature for raifing of taxes, and for appropriating the

fame to the fundry articles of the charges of government,
and for enafting of municipal laws, adapted to the pecu-
liar circumftances of the colony, to be fent home (if for

any confiderable period) for approbation : if prefented,

and not difallowed by the king in council after

time, fuch plantation laws fhall be deemed good, as if

ratified. -

The legiflatures may confift of three negatives :

I; The governour, with advice of the king's or go-

vernoLir's council [/J, appointed by the crown, with re-

•

f/J In all our colonies, Penfylvania excepted, the council is one of the
three negatives in the legislature ; in the King's governments it feems

uqequal (I do not fay abfurd) becaufe as the crown has the appointing

commen-.
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commendation of the Board of trade and plantatioiis

;

I this may be called the king's negative.

I

2d negative may be fome particular hereditary lord?

!

of largemanors (e. g. Ranflaer, Levingfton, Beekman
in New-York government) appointed by royal patents^

:

The qualifications may be a land eftate in conftituted

townfhips or parifhes, not lefs than three thoufand acres,

and who Ihail pay at leaft /. fterling, value in every

thoufand pound province rate ; fomething of this nature

was defigned in the beginning of Carolina fettlement.

Thefe Patricii, or hereditary Optim.ates, will be a ere-

dit to the country, and may be called the upper houfe

of affembly. Thofe lands to be in tail general, that is,

to females in defed: of males (while in females that

vote lies dormant, until a male, the iiTue of this female,

fhall appear) individble and unalienable : this feems to

be confonant to the fecond negative in the parliament of

Great-Britain.

3d negative is the reprefentatives of the common
people from their feveral diftrifts i and may be called

the lower houfe of affembly, or the common houfe of
affembly. At prefent they are variouHy reprefenced, as

may appear in the following feftions, concerning the

feveral colonies. Perhaps a general uniformity might be
expedient, that is, two or more reprefentatives from each
county, and two reprefentatives from each fhire town :

the qualification for the eleftors to be 40s. per annum
fterling value of freehold, or 50/. flerling value prin-

cipal in any eftate real or perfonal ; the qualification of
the ere6ted, reprefentative, or deputy to be fer
annum^ land rent, or principal eflate of any kind clear

of all incumbrances. As the reprefentatives of counties

and towns are not elefted as agents for thefe counties

or townfhips zx. the general court, but as their quota of

of the governor, and of his council ; the crown is veiled with two ne-
gatives in three : therefore it is propofed, that the King's, or governor's
council, fhall have no other concern in the legiflature, than by advice
to the governor in his negative.

R 4
'
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the commons reprefentation in the province ; when they
find a perfon well qualified in knowledge and honefty,
though not a town refident (in the out-townfhips it can-
not be fuppofed that the refidents or fettlers do under-
Hand much of Hate-policy affairs) they may have the :

privilege of eleding that perfon, though a [ni] non-refi-
dent, but with fome natural intereft of freehold in the
county or townfliips.

As upon frivolous occafions difputes fometimes hap-
pen between the feveral negatives -, and thereby their
general affemblies fpend much idle time, attended
with extraordinary charge, and delay of bufmefs : there,
fore in times of peace, they fhall not fit at one feflfion

exceeding \n] days ; which will oblige the repre-
fentatives of the people to a quicker difpatch of bufmefs,
and will prevent the governours from forcing them into
their own icterefted meafures, by an inconvenient long
attendance.

As in fome colonies, their aflemblies have refufed or

negleded, for fome years following, to fupply the ordi-

nary charges of their governments i therefore if fuch a
negied: happen in any colony for two years running, the
board of trade and plantations fhall be impowered to tax
that colony, and make an afTelTment in proportion to

fome former affefTment
i and the ufual or lafl chofen col-

ledors and conllables be obliged to colled: the fame,
and carry it into their refpedlive treafuries, to be applied
as the faid board fhall dired, but for the ufe of the

charges of the particular colony, and for no other ufe.

III. Religion. " For the greater eafe and encou-
** ragementof the fettlers, there fhall for ever hereafter be
*' a liberty ofconfcience (this is in the words of the char*

[pi] In the Maflacjiufetts-Bay colony, 5 William and Mary it w^s
enafted. That no lown in the province ihall chufe any reprefentative,
unlefs he be a freeholder and refident in fuch town which they are
chofen to reprefent.

[«] The diet of Poland for this reafon, have fu?h a regulation,

eftablilhed in perpetuity.

« ter
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" ter of the province of MafTachufetts-Bay) allowed in
" the worfhip of God, to all Chriftians [<?], Papifts ex-
" cepted ;" and without any peculiar religious qualifica-

tions for offices. As the church of England by the arti-

cles of union is the national church of all the Britilh plan-

tations, their minifters muft be licenced by their diocefan

;

but all other communities, with their places for religious

worfhip, may be licenced by the quarter fefTions, and
regiftred. Upon any complaints in cafes of life or doc-
trine of the minifters, the quarter feflions may appoint,

fome knowing, difcreet minifters of the gofpel in the
neighbourhood (this is a jury of their peers) to enquire
into the matter, and make a report of their opinion to the
quarter fefTions. Preachers and exhorters [p] not licenced

by the quarter fefTions, who Ihall intrude without the

invitation or confent of the town or parilh-minifter (as by
their noife and nonfenfe they may alienate the minds of
weak people from their own fettled minifters) fhali be
deemed as fortune-tellers, idle and diforderly perlbns,

vagrants and vagabonds. That the parfons of the

church of England, ^nd the minifters of the tolerated

communities be enjoined to live in exemplary charity

[0] Pag. 225.

[/»} Vagrant enthufiafts, fuch as are, at this prefent writing, Mr.W—f—d, and his brethren ; if they could be (o apfri'voise or tamed,
as to fubmit to regulations, the edge of their fiery zeal might be turned
toward Indian cohverfions, which would be of good ufe in a political,

9s well as religious, view : this is praftifed with good eiFeft by our.

french neighbours of Canada. At prefent their zeal is ill-pointed ;

in towns of bufinefs, poor deluded tradefmen and labourers (whofe
time is their only eftate) are called off to their exhortations; to the
private detriment of their families, and great damage to the public :

thus, perhaps, every ejfhortation of W—f—d was about i coo /. damage
to Bofton tn New-England.

That the miffionaries be cantoned along the Indian frontiers, efpe-
cially at the truck or trading houfes, under the direftion ofafuper-
intendant or travelling miffionary, one for each of the northern and
fouthern diftridls of our continent colonies : thefe mifiioharies are alfo

to officiate in the poor out townfhijps or parifhes not able to maintain a
gofpelrininjftry,

and
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and [q] brotherhood/ That their pulpit difcourfes may
principally relate to things which do not fall within the

cognizance of the municipal laws ; to preach up indu-

ftry and frugahty ; to preach down idlenefs, a diflb-

lute life, and fraud ; never to intermeddle in affairs of

ftarci no pulpit inveftives againfl tolerated religious

feels J that as Dr. Swift humouroufly exprefles it,

" Their religious zeal, having no vent by their tongues,
" may be turned into the proper channel of an exemplary
*' life."

IV. Judicatories. That in the feveral colonies, the

legislatures or general allembiieSj may have a power to

ered judicatories for crimes capital or not capital ; for

pleas real, perfonal, or mixt ; and to elefl judges and

juftices not annually or dararJe hneplacilo, hut for lifct

or quamdiu fe bene gejferint , and v/hen by reafon of

age in the judges, their in telleftual faculties become lan-

guid, and their memories fail \ they may be allowed a

certain yearly penfion : thus thefe gentlemen will make
the law their delight, ftudy, and only bufmefs ; and

be under no temptation of being mercenary to provide

for a rainy day. It muft always be fuppofed that the

officers of the court of vice admiralty, the officers from

the board of culloms, and the furveyors of the woods or

mailing' trees, are to be appointed by the court of Great-

Britain : the juftices of the general feffions of the peace,

of the inferior court of common pleas, of the fuperior

court of judicature, affize, and general jail-delivery, and

of probates to be eledive in the feveral provinces. That
appeals from the colonies fhali be to a court of dele-

{q] Dr. Humphrey, fecretary to the fociety for propagating the

gofpel in foreign parts, in anfwer to forae complaints fent to the fo-

ciety againft fome of their miflionarics by the Rev. Mr. William

Wil! ams of Hampftire, by his letter dated London, Warwick- court,

in V\ arwick-lane, May 29, 17:^5, writes, that " the minifters of the

" church of England, were as little as may be, to meddle with any
•'

n- alters of controverfy, but only to preach the gofpel and adminifter

*'
t! e facraments according to the doddneand difcipline of the church

** of England."

^ates.
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gates, being a committee of the board of trade and

plantations •, and from thence in cafes of great confe-

quence to the houfe of lords in Great-Britain, the der'-

nier refort of all juftice for the dominions of Great-Bri-

tain, which is a court of law and equity in itfelf, as all

other courts ofjudicature ought to be [r].

The four principal executive offices ought to be in

four [j] diftind perfons or boards, i. The governor

with his council. 2. The chancery. 3. The judges of

the fuperior court of common pleas. And 4. Thejudge

of probate of wills and granting of adminiftration.

As an eitate qualification, the judges of probates and

judges of the fuperior courts, fhall have a clear eftate

of any fort, above what will difcharge all incumbrances

;

payinor —

.

in every thouiand pound tax: inferior

judges and juftices of the quarter feffions, a like eftate

paying- in every ttioufand pound colony or province

tax.

Some regulations to prevent delay of juftice, that

caufes may Ipeedily be brought to ifTue and execution -,

fome exception may be made in cafes, where are con-

cerned, infants^ femme. converte, non-compos, and perfons

beyond feas. In all the ports, a court merchant, for the

fummary difpatch or recovery of debts belonging to

ftrangcrs and tranfient traders.

That the real eftate of inteftates [/] be indivifible, and

go to the next in kin.

\r] In all nations of Europe, England excepted, law and equity are

in the fame court ; in our colo iies it would fhorten law-fuit , and pre-

vent much unnecelTary charge, by uniting two courts into one : a num-
ber of good judges may reafonably be fuppofed to have a greater col-

leftive knowledge, and to be more impartial, than a fole judge in

equity, chancellor, or mailer of the rolls ; feveral chancellors have

been convifted of iniquity.

\_s] In Virginia, from bad policy, they are all veiled in one board,

the governor and hi: council : in feveral other colonie§ two or more of

them are in the fame psrfon or board.

iVJilnteftate real eilates divided among all the children or collaterals,

and in the next generation fubdivided amongft their children or colla-

terals, will render a.colony for ever, poor ; becaufe depending upon

V. To
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V. To ENCOURAGE THE GrOWTH OF THE COLO-

NIES. No perfon fhall be carried out of the refpedivc

colonies, or required to march, without their own con-

fent, or by a particular refolve of their legiflature; no '

levies of lands-men for foidiers, excepting in cafes ofl

foreign invafions, great incurfions of the Indians, or ge-

neral infurredlions in any of the colonies ; thefe [«] levies s

to be in certain proportions or quotas for each colony,

,

to be fettled from time to time, according to their pro-

portional growths by the boards of trade and plantations.

No imprefs of failors, it hinders the growth of their r

trade and navigation •, the profits center in the mother- •

country -, imprefTes may oocafion tumults and mutinies ;

in the colonies ; a noted inftance we have from that rafli 1

unprecedented imprefs [w] at Bofton New-England by '

a fmall pittance of land, {"carce fufficient to produce to the neceflaries .

of life, and being under no abfolute nccellity of ufing further induftry,
,

they continue idle and miferable for life ; whereas the younger chil-

dren, if, inftead of being freeholders, they become tenants (as a public :

good) they mu^ be more indaftrious, and raife, befides a mere fub'

fiftence, a fufficient r.ent for .the laAdJor.d, and acquire a habit pf in-

duftry : fome of their male children will become a n«rfery for the pub-

lic land and fea fervice ; as for the female children, their want of real

«ftate will not difqualify them from being good breeders, but incite

and oblige them to accept of hu/bands when they ofer.

[a] There has been no repartition for many years j the laft was

ao (bis proportion.

Maffachufetts-Bay 350 Eaft-Jerfey 60
New-Hamplhire 40 Weft-Jerfey 60
Rhode-ifland 48 Penfylvania 80

Connefticut 120 Maryland ido
New-York 200 Virginia z^o
Carolina at that time Was of no coniiderable account. Since that

-time Penfylvania, from the great im,portation of foreigners and IriJh,

is become near equal to Maflachufetts-JSay^ and the Jerfeys equal to

New-York.
[w] Small mobs happen in all fea-port towns jjpon impr-efTes

;

the occafion being extraordinary this was a larger mob, and may be

called a tumult ; this occafion in a vote of a legal town-meeting, is

termed an unwarrantable imprefs, and in a refolve of the houfe of re-

.prefentatives Nov. 19, it is expreffed, " A grievance which may have
"" been the caufe of the aforefaid tumultuous diforderly aflembling to-

** gether." The mob began early in the morning, by night wer.e '\^'

commodore
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commodore Knowles, Nov. 1 7, 1 747. 2 . Importing and

naturalizing of foreigners conformably to two a6ls of par-

toxicated with ftrong drink, and ufed the governor, upon his admo-
niftiing them from the balcony of the court-hocfe, with very indecent,

rude exprefTions, but with no rebellious defign ; as drunk, they were

void of fenfe or defign.

With fome difficulty I perfuaded myfelf to pablifh this annotation ;

becaufe, i . The inhabitants of the town of Bofton legally convened,

alledging, that governor Shirley, in his publiftied letters with regard

to this tumult, had fet the town of Bofton in a difadvantageous

light, and that their charafter and reputation were much afFefted

thereby, occafioned mifunderftandings ; but have fmce, by mutual

explanations, been amicably compofed, and therefore ought to be
buried in oblivion. N. B. An expreffion, in a former (heet of this

hiftory, is faid to have occafioned thefe mifunderftandings: as the

author hopes that this hiftory may live, he thinks himfelf obliged to

explain that expreffion. The governor's letters were wrote and de-

livered, though not printed, prior to the publication of that Iheet (or

pamphlet as it is termed) which was done by a private perfon, not by
the diredion, or in the knowledge, of the town of Bofton, confe-

quently the town was not in the queftion ; the author himfelf was
under no temptation to offend one party, or to pleafure the other

party ; he holds no place under the governor ; he is not a town*
officer; he never had, nor ever fhall defire to have, any influence a-

mong the populace ; government he adores j tumults he abhors.

The expreffion is, " He was welcomed to town again (the town->
** addrefs or petition to the governor, fays, " on your return to town*')
** by the regiment of militia under arms, as is ufual ppon the recep-

"tionofanew governor, or Reassumption of the government,"
in allulion to his reception when he arrived from Cape Breton to re-

alTume the chair of government ; there was no defigned infinuation of
weak conduft; if any thing in the expreffion is exceptionable, it

ought to be conftrued only as an impropriety in diftion ; a lapfe may
be incident to any author, 2. I do not affe^ fuch occafional articles

;

they debafe a hiftory of permanent defign, to the low charafter of 2
tranfitory news paper : but as this affair is too much magnified, and
is reprefented at home in a falfe and bad light, to the difadvantage of
this town and province, I thought it incumbent upon me, as an hi«>

ftorian in place and time, to give a fliort impartial relation of this inr

cldent, more efpecially to obviate the imputation of being rebellious,

which, amongft other bad effeds, might retard the reimburfement of
the great expence incurred by New-England in the reduftion of Cape-
Breton, and occafion a Jealous regard from the court of Great-Britain i

from thirty years refidence in New-England, I am convinced chat no
Bcitifh fubjefts have a better regard for the Hanoverian race or fuc-

ceifioo. Rebellion implies concerted picafures,. wish provifion of

2 liameot,
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liament, anno 1740; fee p. 234; naturalized foreigners

are not to fettle in feparate peculiar diftHds, but intermix-

money, and warlike ftores (thi<! is not alledged) ; no fire-arms ; they

did not' attempt to take pofleffion of town-batteries and ftores; they

did not take poffeffion of the town-gates (Bofton is a peninfula, with

only one gate open by day and by night) or court-houfe ; its lower

floor, or walks, is open and free to every body without being reckoned

trefpaffers. The governor's letters to the fecretary, which furprized

the town, do not feem to be wrote with any premeditated defign of

hurting the charafter of the town ; but perhaps with fome degree of

warmth, and in " utmoft hafte," and he calls it an " illegible fcrawl.'*

Commodore K s, naturally rafh and imprudent, without ad-

vifmg with the governor and council, and cautioning his officers alhore

in Bofton concerning a mob which might probably enfue upon fuch an

extraordinary imprefs, in the night-time, with armed boats, did kidnap

or fteal fhip-builders apprentices, and did rob ftiips (cleared out) of

their crews. Some of thefe veflels belonged to Glafgow in Scotland^

therefore l^e imagined, or was ill-informed, that the Glafgow maftera

and fadlors were the managers of the mob ; and in a tranfport of

paffion, as it was rumoured, faid, that all Scotchmen were rebels. If

this be made apparent, in quality of a warrant commodore, he is of

notice, and may be obnoxious X.o Jfcandalum magnatum of all the Scots

peers, and to the refentment of every Scots loyal fubjeft, in hiftory, or

otherwife, even tothemifiutice of hischarafter.

In the morning Nov. 17, 1747, upon this arbitrary unprecedented

t6o rigorous imprefs, fome failors, ftrangers, belonging to two or three

v.effels bound to Guinea and privateering, fearing the like fate, did

in their own defence, affemble or aftbciate, but without any fire-arms,

only with the rufty cutlaffes belonging to their veffels, fome clubs, and
catfticks. This appearance, as is ufual, attrafled fome idle fellows of

low circumftances, and lower charafter, boys and children, which
made the mob appear large : this mob fufpefting that fome of the

prefs-gangs were in town, went in fearch for them; and fome wicked
abandoned fellows (a mob is like a brute flock of flieep, they implicitly

and without reafoning follow a ringleader or fpeaker ; therefore a

ringleader or fpeaker, if convidled as fuch, ought to fujfFer for all felo-

nies and other damages committed by the mob) propofed to make re-

prifals of the commodore's officers, as hoftages for the releafe of.thd

town-inhabitants.
.

This mobbilli aflembly imagining that thofe officers had (heltered

themfelves (the government was in duty obliged to proteftthem) in the

governor's hpuie, or in the provincial court-houfe ; at noon they ap-

peared before the governor's houfe, and in thecvening before the pro-

vincial court-houfe : by this time being much intoxicated (which after

a few hours fleep fubfiides) they ufed the governor, who appeared in

edly
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edsy -with the original Britilh, fee page 209. Papifts or

Nonjurors, Ihall regifter their names and eftates.

the balcony, with indecent language; and fome naughty boys and

children, who in frolics take pleafure in the rattling of glafs (fome-

tiines they ufe the window-glafs of their parents houfes with the fame

freedom) with brick-bats broke fome window-glafs of the court-houfe,

but were reproved by the real mob.
This mob was leis impetuous than the generality of mobs; they

ufed the Tea-officers well, and difmiffed them before the commodore

had difmiffed the impreffed town- inhabitants : they did not feize

captain Aufcough or Erfkine, but left him at large upon his parole.

After the tumult had fubfided, the commodore advanced with his

fleet to infult Bofton, which he imagined had infulted him. The go-

vernor, in his letter from caftle-ifland to the fecretary, Nov. ig, writes,

" I will endeavour to divert him from fuch thoughts, and to influence

*' him to difcharge the inhabitants, and as many as I can in the end,

" but I cannot promife fuccefs from the prefent temper he is in
;"

this infinuates, that the commodore was not matter of his temper,

which is abfoluteiy requifite in a ftatefman, commander of an army^

or commodore of a fquadron of men of war ihips.

Nov. I g, in the morning, after the tumult had fubiided, the com-

modore makes an offer to the governor, to come in perfon to the

caltle for the defence of the governor's perfon and of the fort. This

appears with an air of vanity and affuming ; but the governor in

anfwer, juftly and with propriety of charafler, acquaints him, '* That
" he did not retire to the caftle for fafety of his perfon ; and that
*• he had not the leaft apprehenflon of the caftle's being in danger
" from any mob.'- Finally, the commodore found it advifeable to

retire with his fquadron, and after a few days put to fea for the Weft-

India iflands.

The affair of the town-militia not appearing in a'rras when called

upon, is not eafily to be accounted for. Some fay, that i . The militia

apprehended that the tumult was at an end, upon the rioters leaving

the governor's houfe in the forenoon. 2. That as they were called

upon, in quality of poj^'e cotnltatus, that is, in aid of the civil officers

;

and as the civil officers did not appear to do their duty, they mighc

think it prepofterous to appear firlt; but in exigencies fuch formalities,

muft not be infilled upon. 3. There was no legal alarm, and no writ->

ten figned orders to the militia ; efpecially in cafe of being aliaulted

by the tumult, in going to their rendezvous, or at their rendezvous, in

their own defence to fire fharp fhot. 4. I conjeclure, that they were

ib ftunned by this rigorous unprecedented imprcfs, and iraagming the

affair was in fupport of the imprefs, as being illegal, they thought in

confequence they could not be required to fupporc it. I am convmced
it was not from any rebellious mutive, that is, difaffeftion to the king

and his fucceflion, or to the three branches of legifiature then convened

in Bolton.

VI. Pub-
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VI. Public Schools and Hospitals. For the

education of youth, there fliall be one public fchool or

more in each town-lhip or diftri6b, for teaching to read

Englifh, for writing, and arithmetic : in each fhire-town

a grammar- fchool for the learning the dead languages

of Greek and Latin -, for Hebrew roots recourfe may be

had to the divinity colleges: the mafters of the town
and country fchools to be approved of by the quarter

feffions: in each province, zfchola ilkjiris, or college,

for what are called arts and fciences, to be regulated by
the legiflatures. And near the center of the North-

America continent colonies (therefore not in Bermudas,

Dr. Berkley's fcheme) an univerfity or academy to be

regulated by a board of plantations, to initiate young
gentlemen in the learned profeffions of divinity, law,

and medicine •, in the modern commercial and travelling

languages of French, Spanifh, and Dutch *, in other cu-

rious fciences of mathematics, belles lettres, (5'c. and

gentlemen exercifes of riding the great horfe, fencing and

dancing : from fchool to college, from college to travel,

and from travel into bufinefs, are the gradations of a

liberal education ; but for want of efFedls the link of tra-

vel is frequently wanting.

In every (hire-town there Ihall be a work-houfe, to

oblige and habituate idlers to fome work : it is a better

charity to provide work for the idle poor, than to feed

them : as alfo an alms-houfe for the aged, infirm, and
incurable poor of the county : but [x"] principally and

elpecially, an orphan-houfe for poor children : where

parents are dead or unable to provide for their children^

thefe children become children of the common-wealth ;

[x] This fort of charity I admire ; it is charity in a political view,

as well as in humanity j they may become ufeful members of the

common-wealth : the aged, infirm, and incurable, are for ever

ufelefs, and a dead weight upon the community; in countries lefs

humane, as in fome provinces of China, where there is fcarce neceffary

food for their multitude of people, as incumbrances they deprive them
of life*.

not
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not to be brought up to [y] idle learning (reading and

writing excepted) but to trades and labour : generally

thefe poor children may be bound to proper mafters, as

apprentices or fervants, the boys to 2 1 Mt. the girls to

18 ^t. by the county- courts, or by three jufticesj

^orum unus.

VII. [z] To ENCOURAGE TrADE AND NAVIGATION
IN THE Colonies, i. All enumerations be taken off,

excepting upon fuch commodities, as are the peculiar

produce of our plantations, and which no foreign natioa

can purchafe of any other nation. 2. As {a] animofities

fometimes happen between colonies, from the mutual

impofing of high duties upon the mutual importation or

exportation of goods, which may tend to alienate their

very ufeful national intercourfe amongft the colonies :

therefore no fuch colony-duties fhall be impofed, but

byfpecial a6ts of parliament. 3. That all [^] combina-

tions and agreements, between workmen concerning

wages, &c. fhall be unlawful : that the employer Ihall

pay the full prices agreed on, in money, not in goods, or

[y] Some gtntlemen of obfervation take notice, that the late hu-

mour of eredling in Great- Britain, a multiplicity of free-fchools and
charity -fchools, is a detriment to the common-wealth ; bringing up fo

many youth to learning, renders them feeble, idle, and above common
hard labour ; the life of a country.

The prevailing humour in the Englifh univerfities, of making a bufi-

nefs (called criticifm) of ufing and perufing the Greek and Roman
clafficSj to difcover typographical errors, and the inadvertencies of a
tranflator, are of no ufe to the community ; the critic does not acquire

more wifdom, and is of no benefit to arts and fciences ; but may prove
an innocent, idle amufement to gentlemen of eftates.

[z] The enumerated commodities (i. e. which are not to be carried

direftly to any other ports, but to thofe of Great-Britain) are tar,

pitch, turpentine, hemp, yards, bowfprits, beaver-ikins, and other furs,

copper-ore, tobacco, rice, fuftic, and other dying woods, indigo, cotton-
wool, ginger, fugar, and molaffes.

[a] Moft of our colonies have paffed, at times, fuch ads in defplte
to fome colonies; for inftance, annoiyzi, MaiTachufetts-Bay, and
New-Hampfhire, by ads of their general affemblies, impofed unrea-
fonable duties upon their mutual imports and exports.

[^j This is conformable to an aft of Britifh parliament, anno 1726,
with relation to workmen employed in the woollen manufaflures.

Vol.
I. S by
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by way oftruck, with certain penalties. 4. That the legi-

fiatures in each colony^ may make their own [^r] munici-

pal or local laws. 5. That the governors of the feveral

colonies or provinces, fhall have their falaries out of the

civil Hft from home, but fnall have no falaries, or gra-

tuities from the refpe6live affemblies ; it has happened

at times in all our colonies, that fome defigning evil

men, having obtained a wicked majority in theaffembly,

have thus biaffed and corrupted their governors. 6.

When townlhips exceed 500 legal voters for a town-

meeting ; the legiflature, or the governor with his coun-

cil, may appoint a certain [d] number for life or number

of years, of the moft knowing, difcreet, and fubftantial

men of the town, to ad in every thing, in place of a

general town-meeting, excepting in eledions of repre-

fentatives or deputies for the general affembiy -, in every

townlhip all papifts to regifter their names and ellates.

7. That ail veffels, thofe from Great-Britain not excepted,

be liable to tonnage or powder-money, it being tov/ards

the protedion of their trade and navigation. 8. That

no man (even with his own confent) Ihall be enlifted in

adual land or fea-fervice under 20 ^t. nor above 52 JEt.

This is conformable to a late ad of parliament for enlift-

ing marine foldiers.

Vin. Taxes. The diuerent nature of the feveral

colonies will not admit of any general taxations ; there-

fore the various taxes muft be local, adapted to the con-

veniencies of each colony. Here I fhali only obferve,

I. That in thefe colonies (in North-Carolina there is no

other tax) where there is a poll-tax upon all male whites

from 1 6 ^t. and upwards ; it feems not equitable that a

[c] Roman colonies were foreign lands peopled fCo/oriamifucereJhy

native Romdn' families, though governed by Roman laws and officers;

they had alfo municipal by-laws, made by the Pne/e^us, Senatus, Po-

pulufque of the colony, tha: is, in our idiom, by the governor, council,

and reprefentatives

[dj In the towns of Holland the njroedfchap is generally from twenty

to forty men.
chimney-
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chimney-fweeper, or the meaneft of the people, fhould
pay as much (as at prelent in Maflachuletts-Bay) as a
counfellor or prime miCrchant ; the people ought to be
claffed, and pay in proportion, according to their rank
andfubftance. 2. That as wines and fpirits are not the
neceffaries of life (and therefore hardihip upon the poor
is not in the cafe) there may be a confiderable impoft or
cuftom upon this importation ; and where fpirits are ma-
nufadured (for inftance rum in Bofton) an excife at the
ftill-head (thus private tippling- houfes, that pay no
excife, will have no advantage over the licenced houfes)

upon exportation to drav/ back the duties of impoft or
excife. 3. That there be a licence-tax upon all taverns,

inns, and other public houfes of that nature. 4. A [/\
fumptuary excife or duty upon extravagancies ufed in diet

or apparel, excepting upon materials that are the pro-
duce or manufadure of Great-Britain. 5. As vexatious
fuits in law are a great nuifance in all countries, and the
fmaller the [g] charges of courts, the greater is the en-
couragement to fLich fuits ; therefore there fhould be a
ftamp duty upon all writings or inftruments ufed in law-
affairs : whereas appeals from one court to another, are
generally vexatious, no appeal to be allowed, unlefs the
«appellant [g'] depofit — fum of money : if the appel-
lant is caft, this money to be applied towards the charges
of the province or county. 6. In the affair of [h] rates,

[e] Sumptus, amongft the Romans, was ufed to fignify luxury, and
'their fumptuarla lex, was alfo called ciharia lex; but at prefent it is ge-
nerally ufed to fignify excefs in apparel and equipage.

[/] In Maflachufetts-Bay, fince the law-charges have been enhanced
by afts of alTembly, law-fuits in number are much dimihifhed.

[o-] As in private life all good men learn from the example and
pradlice of one another j fo it is, or ought to be, amongft nations or
countries. In Holland, upon an appeal from the Laage Kaad to the
Hooge Raad, feventy-five guilders is depofited, and if he reviews from
the Kooge Raad, he depoftes 200 guilders.

^
{h] In Great-Britain taxes are generally of thefe three denomina-

tions, land-tax (which comprehends the income of real eftate, of per-
gonal eftate, and of faculty) cuftoms or impoft, and excife or confump-

' tion.

S 2 as
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as in Great-Britain, the principal gentlemen of the county
in the land-tax ad: are nominated as commiffioners for

the county, whereof but a very few are afting •, in the

plantations, the juftices of the quarter feffions in the

counties feem to be the proper commiffioners to appoint
afleflbrs in each parifh of the moil fubitantial men ; and i

in cafes of grievance, appeals in the firft inftance may be

made to the quarter feffions.

IX. That [f] for the benefit of the Britifh trade and
navigation, more efpecially with regard to the American

[?*] Many veffels have been loft near the channel of England and
elfewhere, by not giving proper allowance for the difference of varia-

tion fincethe date of Dr. Halley's chart anno i 700.
The utility of frequent well-vouched general maps of the variations s

is apparent alfo in inland-affairs; I Ihall only inftance in the affairs of 'F

MafTachufetts-Bay colony (the place of my refidence) in fettling the

lines or boundaries with the neighbouring colonies. Anno i 7 1
9, they

agreed with Rhode-ifiand to run their line weft 7 D. N. anno 1613,
they run their line with Connedlicut W. 9 D. N. anno 1741, accord-

ing to the determination of the king in council, upon an appeal from
the judgment of the commiffioners appointed to fettle the lines ; their

line with New-Hampfhire was run W. 10 D. N, as if the variation

were conftant or upon the increafe, whereas it was upon the decreafe

:

1. About anno 1700, Dr. Halley's period, the weft variation in Maf-
'fachufetts-Bay was about 10 D. and, without giving any allowance

for its decreafe in the fpace of half a century, did in the laft cafe fettle

it according to Halley's chart ; anno 1 741, the variation was fcarcc

8 D. and the error or gore was in favour of MafTachufetts-Bay. 2.

The other line, between Maflachufetts-Bay purchafc, called the Pro-

vince of Maine, and New-Hampfiiire, was adjudged to N. 2 D W.
true courfe, and was laid out with the fame error N. 8 D. E. varia-

tion, and the guffet was in favour of New-Hamp(hire. 3. Lin;*, or

the Rhode-ifland line with MafTachufetts-Bay, was fettled anno 1719,
when the variation w/as about 9 D. laid out by agreement, W. 7 D.
N. and the error or gufTet was in favour of MafTachufetts-Bay ; thefe

gufTets contain no inconfiderable traft of land ; for inftance, this gore,

though from the ftation called Saffries, and Woodward, it runs only

about twenty-four miles, it acquires a bafe of 360 rod, being one

mile and forty rod, commonly called the mile of land : it is true, that

after fome time MafTachufetts-Bay gave to Rhode-ifland an eqviva-

lent in wafte lands, as to property, but not jurifdidlion. 4. The line

between Maflachufetts-Bay and Connefticut (a government of wife,

circumfpecl huftiandmen) was laid out juft, being 9 D. variation. Mr.

Brattle, an ingenious, accurate man, obfervcd in Bofton, the variation

W. 9 D. N. anno 1 708.

colonies,
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Icolonies, and fa6tories in Africa, the Eafl-Indies, and
iChina; and for the better adjufting the boundaries of
([colonies or grants in North-America, there Ihall be fitted

|out at certain periods of years by the board of admiralty

(Or navy board, a few fmall veffels, fuch as are the man of

:war fnows called floops, with able obfervers or mathe-
imaticians, and a proper apparatus •, in different routs

1 along the feas of trade, to obferve the variations for the

time being •, and to reduce them to a general chart of

;
variations, in imitation of the chart (the firft of that kind)

fcr anno 1700, delineated by the ingenious, afliduous,

learned, and of bleffed memory Dr. Halley, from his

own knowledge and obfervations, from the good ac*

counts of others, and from the analogy of the whole :

it was fpon cavilled at by our competitors the French
academicians and navigators ; but afterwards conceded
to and applauded by the French \k] academicians. In
thefe voyages, when on fliore by obferving the eclipfes of
Jupiter's moons, and of our moon when to be had, they

may adjuft the [/] longitudes, and other requifites of

Doubtlefs fundry navigators have good accounts of variations ia

their journals, and fome curious landfmen have at times amufed them-
felves in this affair, but fcarce any have been publiflied to the world:
the only continued fet of variation obfervations, in my knowledge, is

that of the Royal Academy of Sciences for Paris ; thefe obfervations

are annual, and generally made in the months of December, from anno
1 700, down to this time, and are to be continued by learned men well
difciplined, in pay, and therefore obliged to regular duty : our mem-
bers of the Royal Society for philofophical tranfaftions in London are
volunteers, not in pay, not obliged to duty ; fome of them at iirft fet-

ting out, perfom fome Coupd'Ec/at, but are foon tired.

[i] The French are our rivals in every thing ; and more particularly

in matters of learning, they keep up a laudable emulation. Thus Sir

Ifaac Newton and his followers inveftigating the earth to be an ob-
late fpheroid, the French accademicians allerted it to be an oblong
fpheroid (that is, with the degrees of the meridian Ihorter towards the
poles) from aftual menfurations (by triangles) of degrees of the me-
ridian, from the north to the fouth of France j but lately (after a con-
teft of above fifty years) by their miflions to Torneo under the polar
circle, and to Peru under the equinoftial, they have given up the
point.

[/J The longitudes determined by fea-journals, by eclipfes and oc-

S 3 places.
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places. The other nations of commerce, particularly
France and Holland may do the fame at a public charge

;

thus by means of fo many checks, we may attain from
time to time fome certainty as to the variations ; this in-
fenfibly brings me to a digreflion.

J digreffion concerning the magnetic needle, commonly called

the manner's compafs.

THAT the magnet or loadftone attradled iron, was
knov/n to the highefl antiquity in record ; but the pola-
rity of an iron rod or wire, touched by a magnet and af-

terwards poifed, was not obferved until the thirteenth
century of the chrifcian sera. The mariner's compafs is

faid to have been firfc ufed in Italy (the principal place
of traffic in thofe days) anno 1301. Cabot, a Venetian,
makes^ the firil mention, anno 1544, of the variation or
defleftion of the magnetic meridian from a true meridian,
various in various places. Gaffendi, about a century
and a half fmce, difcovered that this declination of the
needle in each particular place, in procefs of time, had
fome variation. It is not long fmce that the dip of the
needle, various in various places, and the variation of
this dip-variation in the fame place, has been difcovered

:

cultations, before the life of telefcopes, micrometers,'and pendulums,
were not fo exad as at prefent ; formerly, the South-America fhore
was reckoned 6 D. of longitude too much dillantfroih Europe ; by ^n
obfervadon of the moon eclipfed, Dec. 21, anno 1740, from captain
Legge, of the Severn man of war at the ifland St. Catharine, on the
coaft of Bra7ji, St. lat. 27 D. 30 M. 49 D. 20 M. W. from Green-
wich. Senex's maps have placed that coaft about 6 D. too mucheaft-
ward. The China miffionaries (they cari^ the credit of able mathe-
maticians ro enforce the truth of their religious doftrines) find that
formerly the eafiern coaft of China was reckoned 25 D. long, too
much diftant from Paris. Dr. Kalley, anno 1677, was fent at a go-
vernment charge to St. Helena, to obferve and take a catalogue of the
fixed ftars in the high fouthern latitudes, which he accordingly reduced
to a catalogue and tables ; at :hat time the variation was 40 M. E. of
§t. Jielena.

a needle
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a needle poifed before it is touched, upon the magnetic

touch, its north point with us dips from a horizontal

pofitioni for inltance, anno 1723, Mr. George Graham
in London obferved it to dip 75 D. He obferves, the

ftronger the touch, the greater the dip : this needle muft

be afterwards properly loaded to bring it again to an ho-

rizontal poife to ferve in the compafs. As the varia-

tions of the dip are at prefent of no ufe in navigation,

therefore having no relation to our hiftory of the Britifh

American colonies, we drop them.

Magnetifm is fome povv-er in nature, hitherto inexpli-

cable, as- are gravity and eledricity j whereby a load-

lione (ah iron ore or mineral) draws to itfelf loadllone

dr iron. No interpofed body can hinder this influence

or attra6Lion •, a large magnet broken to pieces, each

fruftum or fragment, retains the attradion arid polarity

;

lleel is more receptive and retentive of magnetifm than

common iron. The north poles of touched needles do
not attraft but repel one another, and attradt fouth poles

:

likewife fouth poles do not artraft but repel fouth poles.

If the different diredions of the magnetic needle were
permanent for the fame place, it might be imagined to

proceed from different accumulations of magnetic mat-
ter in thefe different parts of the earth. Halley's amu-
ling fancy, that the globe of the earth was one great

magnet, with two contained nuclei (which humoroufly
may be termed wheels within a wheel) whofe four poles

are different from thofe of the earth, and from one an-

other j and in cafe a third line of no-variation fhould be
difcovered in the South-feas (which he feems to fufpeil

from the accounts, anno 1670, of Sir John Narborough,
of the variation upon the weft coaft of South-Amierica

decreafmg very faft) he was to introduce a third nucleus :

thefe nuclei he fuppofes detached from the earth and
from one another, 'and to have a circulatory or libratory

motion, equal or unequal, according as the folution of
the phenomena might require : but this pleafant novel

S 4 does
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does in no manner account for the irregularities in the

variations, as hereafter related; and until by future ob-

fervations they be reduced to fome rules, it feems in vain

to attempt any hypothefis.

Dr, Halley, upon his return from his long voyages,

delineated the variations as they were anno 1 700, in all

the oceans and feas, the Pacific ocean excepted, from 58
P. N. lat. to 58 D. S. lat. Delifle dehneatss the varia-

tions 20 D. farther N. than Halley. This chart of

H alley's being the firft of its kind, will perpetuate his

memory better than brafs or marble, and will be a per-

manent credit to our Britifh nation. Since Dr. Halley's

chart of variations for anno 1 700, near half a century is

elapfed, which has produced great alterations in the va-

riations, feeing Halley's Atlantic and Ethiopic line of

no-variation, in about the fpace of a century, from 1 600
to 1708, had moved (it pafled, anno 1600, by cape

Agulbas, the fouthernmoft cape of Africa, by the Morea,
and the north cape of Europe, in N. lat. 71 D. 24 M.
and 22 D. 10 M. E. long, from [m] London) by its

north parts through Vienna anno 1638, through Paris

anno 1666, weftward in all about 1400 leagues, and by

its fouth parts only about 500 leagues.

The anomalies or bizarreries of the variations, are un-

accountable, and no length of time, or feries of years is

likely to bring them to a mean.

I . The variations for the fame place, fometimes have

a direft progrefTive motion, but unequally, fometimes are

flationary, and fometimes retrogade : 1 fhall inftance the

variations at Paris for about a century and three quarters

of a century •, anno 1580, the variation was eleven and a

halfD. E -, anno 1666^ no variation; is at a medium about

8 M. per annum-, anno iJiS-> variation was 12 D. 30 M.
"W. for that interval, is about 14 M.. per annum. From
that time to anno 1720, it was generally retrogade ; from

[m] We always mean longitude from London, if not otherwife ex-

prefTed. '
, -

'

'

1720,
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1720, variation about 13 D. W. for five years it was

ftridly ftationary ; from anno 1725, it was at a medium

diredlyincreafing or progreflive to anno 1732, variation

15D. 45 M. W. From 1732 to 1 743 (fo far the memoirs

of the Paris academy of faiences are publifhedj the

variation was 15 D. 5 M. W. that is a little upon the

decreafe with a libratory motion : therefore (as I may
conjediure) the general increafe of the European well

variations feems to be retarded, or ftationary, or upon the

decrealb,

2. Mr. George Graham of London, an ingenious and

accurate mechanicien, obferves, anno 1722 from Feb.

6, to May ip (the compafs-box remaining unmoved

all that time) above one thoufand times-, the greateft

variation (weftward) was 14 D. 45 M. the leaft igD.

50 M. he obferves that the variation is confiderably dif-

ferent in different days, and in different hours of the

fame day ; without any relation to heat or cold, dry

or moift air, clear or cloudy, winds or calms, nor the

height of the barometer. In the fame day, he obferved

the greateft variation from noon to four hours afternoon,

and the leaft about fix or feven hours in the evening.

Mr. Jofeph Harris, in his returnfrom Jamaica to London,

anno 1732, obferved, that the wefterly variations were

lefs in the morning than in the afternoon. The curves

of no-variation, and of each particular variation, do al-

ter their curvatures fo irregularly and undulatory, that

they are not reducible to any equation expreffive of

their nature.

3. The variations have no relation to meridians ; ac-

cording to Halley's chart anno 1 700, at the entrance of

Hudfon's ftraits, variation was 29 and a half D. weft

;

at the mouth of Rio de la Plata, nearly under the fame

meridian, the variation was 20 and a half D. eaft. As to

parallels of latitude it is obferved, that the farther north

or fouth from the equinodlal, the variations are the greater,

but in no regular progrefTion either as to diftance from

the equinodiai or difference of time. M. des Hayes
and
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and Dii Glos, anno 1682, at Martinique, found the varia-

tion 4 D. 10 M. eafl •, anno 1704, it was 6 D. 10 m. E.
this is 2 D. in twenty-one years •, in the fame interval of

time, it increaftd at Paris 5 D. 30 M. The farther from
the Hnes of no-variation, the variations feem to increafe

or decreafe the fafter.

4; Capt. Hoxton from Maryland, relates a Arrange phas-

nomenon of his magnetic needles or compafles; anno

1725, Sept. 2, a little after noon, fair v/eather, fmall fea,

in N, Lat. 41 D. 10 M. 28 D. E. long, from cape Henry
of Virginia, all his compaffes (an azimuth, and four or

five more) carried to feveral parts of the fhip continued for

about one hour, traverfing very fwiftly, fo as he could not

ileer by them, but ail of a fudden, every one of them
ftood as v/ell as ufual. Gapt. Middleton, in his Hudfon's-

Bay voyage of 1725, fays, that his greateil variation

was 40 D. W. in N. Lat. 6^ D. 50 M. 78 D. W. from
London, where the compafs would fcarce tfaverfe: he

fays, a great cold or froft hinders the needle from tra-

verfing ; where near a great body of ice, there were great

complaints of the compafs not traverfing : he fufpeded,

that the age of the moon had fome influence upon the

variation.

5. The three lines of no-variation feem to be of

different natures •, that line in the Atlantic and Ethiopic

ocean gives eafterly variations well of its line, and wefh-

erly variations eaft of its line •, that line in the Indian ocean

reverfly gives weflerly variations weft of its line, and

eafterly variations eaft of its line ; that in the pacific

ocean or fouth-fea, unexpeftedly gives eafterly variations

both fides : Dr. Halley and others, before this third line

was difcovered, feem to have laid it down as a law in

nature, that where an eafterly variation terminated, a

wefterly variation muH: begin ; and where a wefterly

variation terminated an eafterly variation was to begin,

but further obfervations evince this to be no ftated law.

There is a magnetic influence all over the furface of

pur globe or earth ; the magnetic needle in fome places

has
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has a true meridian dire6tion -, in others the magnetic

meridian has a defle6lion more or lefs in different places,

eaft or weft: the points or places of no-variation, and of

the feveral quantities of variation, when conne6led, form

curves, but fo irregular as not reducible to any equation,

and of no permanent figure, and not eafily to be claffed :

we fliall only obferve that.

There are at prefent three lines of no-variation, i.

Betv/een Europe with Africa, and America in the Atlan-

tic and Ethiopic ocean ; the variations eaft and north of

thi5 line are wefterly, and the farther diftant from this

line theo:reater, and their increafe or decreafe the fwifter;

this is a general principle in variations : Halley fays, that

in the beginning of this century, all over Europe the va-

riations were wefterly, and upon the increafe ; but at

prefentj thefe weft variations in the eaftern parts of Eu-
rope feem to be ftationary (at Nuremberg in Germany the

W. variation was ftationary at 1 1 D. from 1 700 to 1708)
upon the decreafe ; for inftance at Torneo in N, Lat. 6^
D. 50 M. 23 D. E. from London, M. Bilberg, anno

1695, found the variation 7 D. Wj anno 1735, the

French academicians found it 5 D. 5 'M. W. therefore

upon the decreafe, and perhaps belonging to the fyftem

or clafs of the Indian ocean line of no-variation (the line

is not afcertained where the increafe ends, and the

decreafe begins) as in the northern parts of Alia they

belong to this clafs of Indian ocean variations •, for in-

ftance, at Aftracan near the Cafpian fea, N. Lat. 46 D.
15 M. and 45 D. E. Long, wide the eaft variations

decreafed at London, there the weft variations increafed

even to 24 D ; and as the weft variation increafed in

London, it diminiflied at Aftracan. Our North America
variations belong to this firft line of no-variations, and
are wefterly N. and E. of this line, and eafterly S. and W.
of it : thefe E. variations along the coaft of South-

Am.erica increafe very flow ; at La Vera Cruz, in N.
Lat. 19. D. 12 M. anno 1727, it was only 2D. 15. M.
E J at Pariba in Brazil beginning of this century S. Lat.

6 D.
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6 D. 38 M. it was 5 D. 35 M. E ; at Buenos Ayres S.

Lat. 34 D. 50 M. it was anno 1708, 15 D. 32 M. E

;

at Cape-Horn 20 D *, fouth of Cape-Horn in S. Lat. c,6

D. 42 M. it was 17 D. E. being upon the decreafci and
ftretching along the Pacific ocean weflward or northward

thefe eaft variations decreafed.

This line of no -variation moves the quickeft ; anno

1600, itpaffed Cape Agulhas (about 2 D. E. of the Cape
of Good-Hope) the Morea, and northCape of Europe ; at

this Cape Agulhas the variations afterwards became weft,

viz. anno 1622, 2D; anno 1675, 8D; anno 1691, 11 D;
anno 1732, 1 7 D ; at St. Helena the variations were anno

1600, 8 D. E ; anno 1623, 6 D. E ; anno 1677, Halley

found 40 M. E, anno 1 690, 1 D. W ; anno 1 700,

Halley found 2 D. W; anno 1732, 8 D. W ; Halley,

anno 1 700, afcertains this line of no-variation from four

obfervations N. Lat. 3 1 D. W. Long. 64 D. N. 2 D,
Long. 18 D. W ; S. Lat. 17 D, Long. 10 D. W ; S.

Lat. 37 D. Long, 4 D. W. This line of no-variation

feems to move quick to the weftward, in S. lat. 35 D.
from anno 1 700 to 1709, it moved 50 leagues weftward.

A French ftiip, anno 1706 (being the firft that made this

traverfe) from Rio de Galleguas upon the eaft coaft of

Americain S. lat. 51D. 68.D.W. long, from Paris, vari-

ation 23 D. E. made 1350 leagues to the Cape of Good-
Hope in 34 D. 15 M. S. lat 17 D. 45 M. E. long, from
Paris, found the variation lines tending towards the S.

pole, to become nearly parallel, and in fome places alter

only one degree for two degrees of longitude.

The fecond line of no-variation, in the Indian ocean,

anno 1 600, pafled through the Moluccas or Spice- iflands,

and a little eaft of Canton in China; in a century follow-

ing, that is, anno 1 700, it had not advanced eaftward

above 100 leagues ; the W. point of Java (and in the

influence of this Hne) anno 1676, was 3 D. 10 M. weft

variation j anno 1732, it was only 3 D. 20 M. but the

farther weft thefe variations increafed, the quicker to the

common axis of the variation parabolic curves, and

then
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then began to decreafe and terminate in the firft line of

no-variation. The common axis of the infcribed parabo-

lic curves, anno 1 700, pafied through Madagafcar, and

the ftraits of Babelmandel, about 50 D. E. long, from

London, where the increafmg W. variations terminate,

and the fame W. variations begin to decreafe ; Halley

places the higheft of thefe weft variations 27 D. S. lat.

about 530 leagues eaftof the Cape of Good-Hope.

The third line of no-variation was found by Captain

Rogers, in the Pacific ocean in N. lat. 14 D. W. long,

from London 125 D. and in N. lat. 13 D. W? long. 193

D. was 12 D. E. (and afterwards decreafing to the lecond

line) the largeft of thefe eaft variations which reign all

over the Pacific ocean ; French navigators, fince anno

1 7 1 o, have traverfed this ocean fouthward of the equi-

no6lical line, as Capt. Rogers did northward of it, and

found the no-variation Hne nearly upon the above-faid

meridian, and the other variation lines nearly parallel

with the meridians. Sir John Narborough, Dr. Halley,

and Capt. Rogers, were miftaken in their conjeclure, that

fouth of the equinodical in the middle parts of this ocean

there muft be a trad of weftern variations.

This third no-variation line feems to be a continuation

of the firft infleded weftward into a circular arch whofe

vertex at prefent feems to be in about 34 D. N. lat. and

80 D: W. long, from London.

All variations within this curve made by the firft and

third line, being a fpace of 140 D. upon the equinodical,

are eafterly ; all without it, on its eaft fide, being a fpace

of 115 D. to the fecond line are wefterly •, ail without

it, on its weft fide are eafterly, being a fpace of 105 D.

to the faid fecond line. It is obfervable, that all variation

lines, the nearer they approach to the poles of our earth,

the more they converge towards a parallelifm with the

meridians, as if to terminate in the poles. The feveral

variation lines feem to receive their flexures from the in-

fluence of their eafterly and wefterly no variation lines, fo

as to form parabolic curves, or circular arches.

The
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The alterations in the variations are not from any uni-
form circulatory or libratory power ; but as thefe magne-
tic powers feem to be accumulated and a6l conneftediy,
it muft be by fome kind of iiu6luation . In oppolition to
this,^ it may be faid, that the fluftuation of any denfe or
fpecificaily heavier confiderable part of the earth would
alter the equilibrium and diurnal rotation of the earth,

and make ftrange changes in the fluid furface of the earth
by inundations and ebbs.

This digreffion is too abflrufe and philofophical for

moft readers : the defign of it is, to incite the curious,

to attend the ufeful fpeculation of variations, more than
heretofore.

As the variations of the magnetic needle or compafs
have not been much attended to in the colonies, I can-
not pretend to be particular in that affair, and fhall only
relate fome loofe hints that are come to my knowledo-e.
The line of no-variation (which for diftindion I call the

firft) from the eaftward, enters the continent of North-
America, in Carolina about 33 D. R lat. at this writing
anno 1 748 ; and by a flattiili flexure crofles the continent
of North-America, and in the Pacific ocean converges
fouthward, and forms what is now called the third line

of no- variation. Capt. Rogers, anno 1708, in 14 D.N.
lat. 125 D. W. long, from London fell in with this line

of no- variation.

To the northward and eaftward of this N" i. no^
variation line upon the eaftern coaft of North-America,
the variations areweft ; and the farther north the greater,

but all upon the decreafe ; and the farther north, the
quicker is the decreafe.

The greateft variation known was anno 161 6; in N.
lat. 78 D. at Sir Thomas Smith's found in Baffin's-Bay,

the variation was 57 1). weft.

Capt. Middleton publilhes, that at the mouth of
Churchill-river (N. lat. 59 D. weft long, from London
24 D. 50 M. from an immerfion of Jupiter's firft Sa-
tellite) anno 1725, the variation was 21 D. W. j anno
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1738, it was 18 D. W. ; anno 1742, it was 17 D. W.
decreafing very fafr.

At Qiiebec in Canada, anno 1649, the variation was
16 I>. W. ; anno 16S6, it was 15 D. 30 M. is half a

.degree in thirty-feven years ; but after this, according to

M. Delifle, it varied i D. in eleven years.

In New-England Mr. Brattle obferved at Bollon, anno
1708, the variation 9 Do weft ; anno 1741, upon a com-
mifilon for fettling lines between MafTachufetts-Bay pro-

vince, and the colony of Rhode-ifland, a little to the

fouthv/ard, the commiflioners found the variation 7 D.
30 M. weft.

In New-York city (by eclipfes of Jupiter's firft Satel-

lite, governor Burnet found it 74 D. ^7 M. W. of Lon-
don, being in N. lat. 4-0 D. 40 M.) Mr. Wells, furveyor-

geverai of the province-lands, anno 1686, found the va-

riation 8 D. 45 M. weft •, governor Burnet, anno 1723,
found it 7 D. 20 M. weft.

In New~Jerfeys, anno 1 743, the line, between the pro-

prietors of Eaft and Weft-Jerfeys, was run 150 miles,

twenty chains, 9 D. 19 M. weft ; but becaufe of the dif-

ference of variation, which muft be fuppofed at the fouth

and north terminations of this line, it was alledged that

it muft not be a direil line ; and upon examination it

was found that this line was in all reipe6ls erroneous : at

the fouth point near Egg-Harbour the variation was only

5 D. 25 M". weft, and at the north point on Delaware-

river in 41 D. 40 M. it was 6 D. 35 M. weft : this v/as

to the prejudice of the Eaft-Jerfey proprietors.

The ftreets of Philadelphia, anno 1682, were laid out

with great precifenefs N. 18 D. E. -, anno 1742, they

were found to be 15 D. eaft -, this is 3 D. in fixty years.

In the parallel of 39 D. running the line between Pen-
fylvania and Maryland, anno 1686, the variation was
found to be 9 D. wefterly ; anno 1739, in running this

eaft and weft line, it was found 5 D. 30 M. W. differ-

ence is 3 D. 30 M. in fifty-three years.

In
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In Virginia, Cape-Henry in 37 D. N. lat. y^ D. weft

from London, anno 1732, the variation was 4 D. 40
M.

In the Carolinas, navigators upon the coaft give no
allowance for variation, becaufe near the line of no-

variation ; inland, in running a divifional line between

the two governments or jurifdiftions of South and

North-Carolina, and in laying off Carteret's eighth part

of the property of Carolina, no account was made of

variation.

From the line of no-variation in N. lat. 33 D. fouth-

ward, the eaft variation takes place, increafing very flow -,

becaufe at La Vera Cruz, N. lat. 19 D. 12 M. W. long.

97 D. 30 M. anno 1727, the variation was only 2 D.
15 M. eaft.

Here ends the firft or general part of the Summary
concerning the Britifti colonies in America, with fomc
interfperfed hints relating to the colonies of the other

European nations. In the following part we fhall give

particular accounts of our feveral colonies, in order, as

they are enumerated page 1 5 and 1 6.

The End of the First Part.
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PART 11.

SECT, V.

Voncernmg the HudfGn*s-Bay compajt^, their terri-

tories and trade.

"^ H E adventurers who endeavoured a N.W. paf-

fage to China, the Spice-iflands, and the Eaft-

Indies, and in fearch for copper-mines, gave

bccafion to the difcovery of Hudfon's-Bay, and its fub-

fequent fur and fkin trade. '

The [^] Cabots, anno 1 496, obtained from Henry Vlt

of England, a grant of all lands they Ihould difcover and

fettle weftward of Europe. In queft of a N. W. paflagCi

they coafted the eaftern Ihore of North-America, and

took a general pofTefiion for the crown of England, but

made no iettlement ; the firft land they made was Weft-

Greenland, in N. lat. 66 D.
From [i] that time this navigation, and thefe difcove-

ries, were entirely negleded, until 1576, 1577, and

1578. Sir Martin Frobilher made three voyages to a ftrait

which retains his name, but he made no difcoveries.

Sir Humphry Gilbert, by diredion of fecretary Wal^

fingham, coafted the north-eafterly ftiore of America -,

particularly he took polTeffion of Newfoundland, and St.

Laurence or Canada river, for the crown of England, and

began fome fifhing-trade there, anno 1583.

\d\ Short repetitions or recapitulations, are foraetimes ufed to render

the matter more diftinft and fluent.

\h\ See pag. 110.

Vol. I. T Capt.
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Capt. John Davis from Dartmouth, made three voyages i

this way, anno 1583, 1586, and 1587, but made no dif-'

coveries : that branch of the opening (the opening
j

at Cape Farewell, in 60 D. N. lat. a little farther, at 1

Cape Defolation, branches into two openings) which i

reaches north-weftward, retains the name of Davis's- •

flraits, and is the whaling-ground of Weft-Greenland,

where the [c] Engliih, Dutch, Bifcayers, HamburgherSj^

,

Bremers, and Danes kill large whales of 500 to 600 bar- -

rels of oil, and eighteen feet of bone : this whaUng con-

tinues for about feven or eight weeks.

Henry Hudfon, after two N. V.. fuccefslefs trials, and 1

one in vain north-weftward navigation, eflayed the

other opening abovementioned, and failing weftward 1

and fouthward, difcovered the ftraits and bay called by '

his name. Anno 1611, proceeding upon further difco-

veries, he was never more heard of. In his time he was ,

as much an enthufiaft for a N. W. paffage, as Mr.

.

D—bs [d] is at prefent, as appears by the prefent paper-

war between D—bs and Middleton.

{/] Anno r73z, the South-fea company had fourteen Ihips in Eaft*

Greenland, and feven fhips in Weft-Greenland, or Davis's-ftraits, and i

got twenty-four and a half whales : this fiftiery did. not anfwer the

charges of fitting out, and it is dropped, notwithftanding the en-

couragement given by aft of parliament anno 1 724, that any of his

majefty's fubjefts may import whale fins, oil and blubber of whales, ,

taken and caught in Greenland-feas in Eritifh fiiips, navigated accord-

ing to law, without paying any cuftom, fubfidy» or other duties for the r

fame.

[d] Mr. D—bs of Ireland was the projeftor of Middletan's N. W.
difcovery voyage: becaufe it did not fucceed, he charges Middleton

with negleft, mifconduft, and fufpicion of corruption; he fays, Mid-
dleton was bribed by the company not to make any difcovery, or to

conceal, or to falfify a N. W. difcovery ; Middleton told iVIr. j3—bs,

by letter Jan. 21, anno 1737, the company judged it their intereft ra-

ther to prevent than to forward a N. W. difcovery in that part of the

world ; and that they offered him 5000 /. to aft and report in their '

favour. Some of Middleton's officers made affidavits concerning his

bad conduft ; upon the defign of the admiralty's fitting out captain

Middleton for the N. W. difcovery, the governor and council of the

Hudfon's-Bay company, wrote to the governor at Prince of Wales's

fort upon Churchill-river, to refufe them refrelhment ; but afterwards.

Sin
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Sir Thomas Button, fitted out by prince Henry anno

1 61 2, pafled Hudfon's-ftraits, and failing wellward, dif-

upon further confideration, they revoked this order, and allowed the

governor to fupply captain Middleton if in diftrefs. Notwithftanding

this difappointment, Mr. D—bs procured an adl of parliament for

20,000 /. public reward for a difcovery, and accordingly the Dobbs
Galley and California failed from England in May, 1 746.

Mr. D— bs runs much into the novel; he feems to be a wild pro-

jeftor, and notorloully credulous : he gives particular accounts of large

countries and iflands in the Pacific Ocean, efpecially from S. lat. 9 D.
to N. lat. 1 9 D. very rich and populous, abounding in nutmegs, mace,
ginger, pepper, cinnamon, filk, and ebony ; the natives with reddifh.

complexions, grey eyes, high nofes, beards and hair curled. In the

N. W. parts of America were veflels or fliips with prows (heads or

lions we call them) of gold and filver : W, S. W. the Indians come to

a fea, where were great veiTels, and men with caps and beards ga-

thering of gold. About a century fmce, anno 1 640, Bartholomew de

Foutes, vice-roy of Mexico and Peru, hearing that the Englifli were
endeavouring a N. W. palTage, failed to the river of Los Reys in

53 D. N. lat. upon the weft fide of America, and detached capt. Ber-

nard], who failed to 77 D N. lat. (here he found it as warm as 10 D.
lefs N. lat. upon the call fide of the American continent) upon this coaft

Ive met with capt. Shapley from New-England (this is an unaccountable

ftretch to prove a north-weft pafTage ;) there is no record nor tradition

of this in New-England in my knowledge. Mr. D—bs is as particular

in giving accounts of diftant not frequented countries, as if he were de-

fcribing Great-Britain or France ; and propofes that Great-Britain fhall

fettle an extent of countries, mor6 than all Europe could efFeft.

Mr. D—bs, from the flories of the French fathers, and ofthe Coureurs
des Bois, relates ftrange things. From lieutenant Jerome (doubtlefs a
native of Gafcony) he relates, that in the diftridl of Hudfon's-Bay.are
tobefeen 10,000 rein-deer in a herd, and large mines of virgin-

copper.

The French were, at this rate, moft egregious fools to give up (o

eafily, by the treaty of Utrecht anno 17 • 3, two fuch valuable articles

of deer-fkins and copper. Northward is a ftrait with floating ice, pro-

bably a pafTage to the weftern-ocean or South-feas, the north wind raifing

the tide ten feet above the ordinary tides. At the peace of Utrecht,

in Quebec were from 4000 to 5000 troops in garrifon'. On the weft

main are the copper-mines, on the eaft main are the lead-mines. He
gives large lifts of names of imaginary tribes of Indians, their lakes and
rivers; whereas the feveral iflands, head-lands, bays, rivers, (Iffc. do
not retain their Indian names, as in fome of our colonies, but are called

by the names of the feveral adventurers or difcoverers. Mr. D—-bs

names and defcribes all thefe things minutely, and with the fame eafe

as if they were the bell, known, moft polite, and well regulated coun-
tries upon earth.

T 1 covered
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covered a large continent, and called it New-Wales •, its

fea and bay retain the difcoverer's name •, he could not

proceed farther than 6c^ D. N. lat. and called it N. Ultra j

he wintered miferably upon that weft continent at Port

Nelfonin 57 D. N. lat.

Capt. Thomas James, from Briftol anno 1631, made
further difcoveries in Hudfon's-Bay -, he wintered near the

bottom of the bay at Charleton-ifland in N. lat. 52 D.
and publilhed a good journal of his voyage.

Anno 1 61 6, Mr. Baffin, by the north- wefterly open-

ing Called Davis's-ftraits, carried the north-weft affairs

ib high as N. lat. 80 D. to no purpofe, and gave his

name to the fea or bay in that high latitude.

Capt. Fox, anno 1632, failed into Hudfon's-Bay upon
the dilbovery, where he faw many whales the end ofJuly ;

he proceeded no farther than Port Nelfon in N. lat. c^'j

D. •, he wintered there ; tide fourteen feet.

The beginning ofthelaft century, the Danes went upon

the north weft difcovery, and took poffeffion of the north-

eafterly ftiore of Davis's-ftraits, and called it New-Dane-
mark, and made a miferable fettlement in N. lat. 64 D.
From that time they have afflimed the fovereignty of the

feas in Davis's-ftraits, and keep a royal frigate ftationed

there during the whahng-feafon, which does not continue

above feven or eight weeks.

The civil wars in England prevented any further at-

tempts of fuch difcoveries for fome time, until Prince

Rupert and company, anno 1667, fitted out capt. Gui-

1am ; he landed at Rupert-river in N. lat. 5 1 D. upon

the eaft continent of Hudfon's-Bay, built Charles's Fort,

traded with the Indians to good advantage, and laid a

foundation for the companies fur and deer-fl<in trade.

A royal charter Vv^as granted May 2, anno 1669, to a

governor and company of adventurers of England trad-

ing into Hudfon's-Bay, whereof here follows an abftrad

:

I'd prince Rupert count Palatine (?//i?f Rhine, to George

dnke of Albemarle, to William earl of Craven, a?id to

fifteen others^ and to ethers whom they fhall admit into the

faid
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[aid hody> corporate, powerJo make a commonfeal, and to alter

it i to chufe annually fome time in November, a governor, fl

deputy-goverftor, and a committee of feven ; any three of the

committee, with the governor or deputy-governor, to he a court

of direSiors : freemen to he admitted {theirfavors andfervants

may he admitted freemen) at a general court-, a pozuer to d,if

mifs the governor, deputy-governor, or any of the committee,

before the year expires ; and upon their difmiffion, or death, to

ele^i others in their roomfor the remainder of theyear : to have

the fole property oflands, trade, royalffbery, and mines within

Hudfon's-ftraits, vM aBually pofefed by any Chrifiian prince:

to he reputed as one of cur colonies in America, to he called \e~\

Rupert's lamd: to hold the fame in free and common foccage:

topay thefkins of two elks, and two black heavers, as often as

the king or queenfoall come into thofe lands : power to affemble

the company, and to make laws for their government and other

affairs, not repugnant to the laws of England : an exclufive

trade, without leave obtained of the company, penaltyforfeiture

ofgoods andfhipping, one half to the king, one half to the com-

pany. In theirgeneral meetings for every 1 00 1 . originalfock
to have one vote •, may appoint governors, factors, and other

officers, in any of their ports \ the governor and his council to

judge in all matters civil and criminal, ayid executejufice ac-

cordingly : where there is no governor and council, may fend
them to anyplace where there is a governor and council, or to

"Eanglcind, for jujlice : liberty tofendfhips of war, men, and
ammunition for their proteSiion, ereol forts, &c. to make
peace or war with any people %vho are not Chrifiian ; 7nay

appeal to the king in council.

Anno 1670, Mr. Baily, with twenty men, was fent over
by the company to Rupert- river. Port Nelfon was the

next fettlement, anno 1673; and Mr. Bridge was lent

over governor of the weft main from Cape Henrietta-

Maria. Anno 1683, the factory was removed from Ru-
pert-river to Moofe-river : Rupert-river is not ufed, be-
caufe expofed to the depredations of the French ; from

• Tadoufac thirty leagues below Qiiebec upon Canada-
[e] This name has never been ufed j it is called Hudibn's-Bay colony.

T 3 river,.
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river, there is water-carriage to lake Miftafin, which com-
municates with Rupert-river. The trade at the mouth
of all the rivers which fall into Hudfon's-Bay is fecured to

Great-Britain by the treaty of Utrecht -, but the heads of
the fouthern rivers are within the French bounds, and the

French have trading- houfes which very much inter- •

cept and lelTen our Indian trade : the company do not

much ufe the eafl and fouth parts of the bay, becaufe of
the bad neighbourhood of the French.

In the fummer anno 1 6S6, in time of peace, the French
from Canada became mailers of all our Hudfon's-Bay
faftories, port Nelfon excepted. Anno 169^, the Eng-
lifli recovered their fadories, but the French got pof-

feffion of them again foon after. Anno 1696, two Eng-
lifli men of war retook them. In Queen Anne's war,

the French from Canada were again matters of thefe

factories ; but by the peace of Utrecht, anno 1713, the

French quitclaimed them to the Englifh fo far fouth as

49 D. N. lat. Hitherto we have not heard of any at-

tempt made upon them by the Canadians in this French
war which commenced in the fpring 1744.
Mr. Dobbs reckons that this country, called Hud-

fon's-Bay, may be efteemed from 51 D. to 65 D. N. lat.

and from 78D. t0 95D. W. long, from London ; the

true definition of it is, from the treaty of Utrecht 1 7 13 j

'uiz. from a certain promontory on the Atlantic ocean

N. lat. 58 D. 30 M. runs S. W. to lake Miftafm (this

includes the weftern half of T'erra de Labradore) thence

S. W. to N. lat. 49 D. and from this termination due
weft indefinitely •, the northern boundary may be reckon-

ed Davis's-ftraits, becaufe of the Danifh claim, and other-

ways north indefinitely.

The entrance of Hudfon's-ftraits at Refolution-ifland

is about fifteen leagues wide •, tide flows four fathom

;

•winds N. W. about nine months in the year ; not free of

ice above two months in the year -, fails and rigging freeze

in July ; it is 140 leagues in length to the bay : at the

bottom of the bay only four feet tide. Capt. Middlcton,

m
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j in twenty-three voyages, never could arrive at the fafto-

I ries, above five or fix thnes, before the loth of Auguft

;

i and ic is a ftanding order not to attempt coming back the

fame year, unlefs they can fail from the fadories by Sept.

10 ; it is generally pleafant weather : Middletcn, in all

his voyages, never fuffered lliipwreck ; Aiiguft is the

proper month for the navigation of Hudfon's-Bay and

ftraits •, always good foundings.

This grant is divided into the weft main or continent

formerly in charts called New-North and South-Wales,

and the eaft main called Terra de Lahradore or New-
Britain : the French claimed the bottom of the bay as

belonging to New-France or Canada, but they dif-

claimed it by the treaty of Utrecht.

Becaufe of the unhofpitablenefs of the country, no
towns or plantations can ever be fettled there ; it muft
for ever remain a number of fcattered difmal lodges or

faftories. Hudfon's-Bay and Georgia are improperly

called colonies; they have no houfe of reprefentatives :

the Hudfon's-Bay company in London make their laws

and regulations, as the truftees for Georgia in London
do for the fettlers in Georgia.

Hudfon's-Bay colony, as it is called, confifts of fevera!

lodges at the mouths of feveral rivers for trade with the

Indians, viz. on the weft continent are Churchill-river,

Nelfon's-river, Severn-river, Albany-river, and Moofe-
riveri on the eaft continent are Rupert- river and Slude-

river.

Churchill-river(PnnceofWales' fort) is the moft north-
erly, being in about 59 D. N. lat. and 94 D. 50 M. W.
long, from London, the moft wefterly part of Hudfon's-
Bay ; here Capt. Middleton, anno 1742, upon a N. W.
difeovery wintered milerably. At the mouth of this ri-

ver, the tide comes from N. b. E. two knots •, they return

about 20,000 beaver-fkins ^^r an. the company keeps
here about twenty-eight men : it is navigable 1 50 leagues.

Nelfon's-river (Fort York) called by the French Bour-
bon river ; its port lies in N. lat. 57 D ; it is the fineft

T 4 and
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^nd largeft river in the bay'; it communicates with great

lakes, and branches of rivers of Indian trade : tide four-r

teen feet ; the company have here twenty-five inen.

New-Severn-river, the French called it St. Huiles, in

N. lat. 55 D ; it is at prefent flighted or negleded, a

barred river.

Albany-river in N. lat. 52 D. W. long. 85 D. 20 M.
four feet tide : from the middle of May to the middle of
September fine warm weather; anno 173 1, £i8 canoes

came there to trade ; the company keep here twenty-five

men.
Moofe-river in N. Jat. 51 D. four feet tide ; it is a

much larger and finer river than Albany-river ; the com-
pany have here twenty-five men.

Prince Rupert-river on the eafl fide of the bay, N.
lat. 51 D. is at prefent negleded.

Slude-river on the call fide of the bay, in N. lat. 52
D. here are eight or nine men kept by the company.
The company's profits are very great, and engrofled

by a few ; their Hock has been fold at 300 for 100 ori-

ginal ; they may export annually about 3000 /. fterling

value, and their half-yearly fales are about 25,000/.

Herling ; eight or nine merchants have engrofled about

nine tenths of the Itock ; the charge of the company is

about 120 fervants, two or three anniial fhips, having in

time of war about 120 men aboard. They import deer-

fkins, caftoreum or beaver-ftone, feathers, whale-bone,

and blubber ; but beaver-fkin is two thirds of the whole,

and is the fl:andard of their truck or currency.

Mr. Dobbs thinks it would be a public national benefit,

that the Hudfon's-Bay company's charter were vacated,

and the trade laid open : thus we fhall underfell the

French, and carry on a greater trade with the Indians (the

company keep the price of goods too high) and we fhould

have trading-houfes up the river ; the company have no

fuch trading-houfes ; the company, by their charter, are

obliged to endeavour a N. W. pafifage, which, on the

contrary, they difcourage.

A5
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As this is a country of exclufive trade and navigatio n

we are too much confined to the accounts -of their own
navigators. As a fpecimen, we fhall take a medium
voyage of Capt. Middleton's anno 1735. He fet out

from London May 21, June 12, made Cape Farewell in

N. lat. about S9 ^- W. long. 45 D. 50 M. var. 29 D. W.
July I, in N. lat. 61 D. W. long. 70 D. 10 M. var. 41

D. W. he was faft in thick ice with fogs and rain ;

Auguft 3, he arrived in Moofe river, N. lat. 51 D. W.
long. 83 D. var. 22 D. W. he failed from thence Sept.

I , makes no mention of ice in his return ; arrived in

England Ode. 7. As for the climate. Middleton, in the

journal of his N. W. difcovery-yoyage anno 1741 and

1742, fays, he arrived in Churchill river Auguft 10 ; firft

fnow was Sept. i, geefe flying to the fouthward j Sept. 27,

thermometer as low as in London, time of the great froft

;

Od. 21, ink and water froze by the bed fide \ beginning

of November, a bottle of fpirits full proof froze in the

open air : after Nov. 1 1, no going abroad without being

froze (N. B. forgetting himfelf, he frequently mentions

the company's fervants, and Indians being abroad after

that time) April 2, begins to thaw in the fun; about this

time the ice at the fhip was ten feet thick with thirteen

feet fnow over the ice. April 10, large fieaks of fnow
(in the preceding months the falling fnow was as fine as

duft) a fign of the winter's being fpent ; April 22, a

iliower of rain (no. rain for feven months proceding) be-

ginning of May, geefe begin to appear j May 13, got the

fhip into the fiream, and July i, we failed upon the N.
W. difcovery ; he proceeded! no farther north than 66
D. 44 M. becaufe the beginning of Auguft from a high

rnountain we perceived to the S. E. at about twenty
leagues diftance, a ftrait covered with an impenetrable

folid body of ice, and therefore no communication with

the eaftern fea ; and the tide of flood coming from
thence, we had no hopes of palTmg that way into the

weftern or Pacific ocean 5 and Auguft 8, we bore away
to the fouthward.

i In
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In the northern fadlories, the great thaws begin the end
of April ; the waters inland are froze up from the begin-

ning of October to the beginning of May. In North-
America we judge of the inclemencies of their feveral

climates, by the times of the flights of their paflage-

birds : in thele factories wild geefe and fwans fly fouch-

ward beginning of Odlobcr, and return northward the end
of April, and beginning of May. Seldom a night in

winter without an aurora borealis. Some deer twelve to

thirteen hands high ; here are white bears, fwans, ducks
of feveral kinds, and other water-foul ; in their meadows,
inftead oi cerealia and gramina^ that is, bnead corn, and
grafies, they have only mofs, fome fcurvy-grafs, and
lorrel. Hares, rabits, foxes, partridges, beginning of

Odober, from their native colour, become fnow-white,

and continue fo for fix.months, till the feafon produces a

new coat: wind blows from the N. W. about nine

months in the year; they have nine months ice and
fnow ; the cold fogs and mifl:s damp the pleafure of their

fliortfummers.

I formerly hinted the vaft advantage that the European
weftern north latitudes had of the American eafliern north

latitudes ; by way of amufement, 1 continue further to

obferve, that in 50 D. (for infl;ance) N. lat. in the N.
eafterly parts of America, it is as cold as in 60 D. or

upwards N. lat. in the N. wefterly parts of Europe ; the

ocean and its mellow vapour being to the windward of

Europe ; but a rude rigorous, chilly, frozen, and fnowy
|

continent is to the windward of the other. I vouch thisj

I)y a few inftances. i. From Churchill- river fort there

was no going abroad without being frozen in winter ; fror

Torneo in Lapland, anno 1736, nearly under the polar

^

circle, to inveftigate the length of a degree of latitude

there, the French academiciens in the feverity of the win-

ter, were fixty-three days in the defert, procuring a com-
plete fet of triangles. 2. The bottom of Hudfon's-Bay

is fcarce habitable in winter, though fcarce fo far north

as London j a mofl agreeable calum or air. 3. In the

Orkneys
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Orkneys (where the Hudfon's-Bay fhipS call in to Mre
men and boys at 5 to 20 /. fterling per annum^ according

to the years of their indented continuance -, they are called

N. W. men) there is good wintering •, barley, peafe, and
oats, cabbages, other pot-herbs, and ufual roots, grow
kindly •, not much fnow and ice ; Orkneys is a little north

of Churchill river.

Capt. Middleton [/], in his too minute journals of his

many voyages from England to Hudfon's-Bay, obferved,

that in Hudfon's-Bay, in the fame longitudes from Lon-
don, in failing north, the variations increafe fafter than

in any known part of the earth ; for inftance, in one of

his voyages he obferved, that in about 84 D. W. long,

from London, the variations increafe thus :

In N. lat. 50 D. variation was 19 D. W.
5S 25
61 30
62 40

Capt. Scrogs, anno 1722 (who had JVIr. Norton late

governor of Churchill fort aboard, with two northern In-

dians to difcover the much enquired after copper-mines)

traded with the Indians for whale- bone, at Whale-bone
point in N. lat. 6^ D. Here the tide flowed five fathom.

A digrejjion giving fome further accounts of late endeavours

towards a north-weft 'paffage to China.

A PASSAGE by the north-weflward or Davis's-ftraits

feems to be given up or relinquifhed by all European
adventurers ; but the paffage by the foutherly branch,

or Hudfon's-Bay, is Hill in profecution. The Britilh par-

liament lately ena6ted a reward of 20,000/. fterling, to the

difcoverer, if from Hudfon's-Bay. Upon this encourage-
ment, the Dobbs-galley and California, as a private ad-
venture, failed from England May 1746; in our know-

[/] Thefe are not defigned as ftria ftiffly conneded hiflorical ac-
counts, but as loofe occafional obfervations, in fome manner reduced
Under general heads ; therefore although we have already made a di-
greffion concerning variations, this may be admitted,

,' ledge,
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ledge, they are not as yet returned to England. Their
original propofal was to fail eaftward to the Eaft-Indles and
China (but there is no a6l of parliament to indemnify

them , in a trefpafs upon the exclufive navigation granted

to the Eaft-lndia company in thefe feas, by charter and

a6t of parliament) and from the eaftward to fail to the

northward of California, and from thence to endeavour

an eafterly pafTage to Davis's-ftraits or Hudfon's-Bay.

The laft tentative for a N. W. paffage was by Capt,

Middleton from Hudfon's-Bay, anno 1741 and 1742, ac-

cording to order and inftrudions from the lords of the

admiralty May 20, anno 1741 : there was no occafion for

his wintering in Hudfon's-Bay, before he fet out upon
the difcovery ; he fhould have failed from England, fo

as to arrive in Hudfon's-Bay in the middle of July ;

pulh the difcovery, in the month of Auguft, and return

in September.

A fhort abftraft of his difcovery-journal is, we failed

from Churchill-river July i, in N. lat. 65 D. 10 M. E.

long, from Churchill-river 9 D. we doubled a head-land,

and called it Cape Dobbs ; and the following opening,

we called Wager-river -, tide five or fix knots from the

eaft, and full of ice ; Efldmaux Indians came aboard,

but had no trade : proceeding farther north, we doubled

another head-land, and called it Cape-Hope ; and failing

farther to N. lat. 67 D. E. from Churchill fort 12 D. 20
M. from the mountains we faw a narrow dangerous flrait

frozen over, and no probability of its being clear this

year, deep water, no anchorage •, being afraid of freezing

up, we returned to N. lat. 64 D. here were many whale-

bone whales ; we examined all along to N. lat. 62 D. tide

from the eaftward : Auguft 1 5, we bore away for Eng-.

land ; and Sept. 15, we arrived atKerfton in the Orkneys.

I fhall by way of amufement mention the arguments

ufed on both fides of the queftion, in favour of, and ia

prejudice againft, a N. W. paffage to China.

In favour of a N. W. paffage. i. The whales found

in plenty on the weft fide of Hudfon's Bay j as there is

no
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j no mention of whales in Hudfon's-ftraits, they ^o not

;

come that way j they cannot come from Davis's-ftraits by

"the frozen ftraits of Middleton, becaufe of a wide and

large field of ice -, whales cannot pafs under a large traft

of ice, they cannot Uve without blowihg at times in the

open air ; therefore thefe whales muft come from the:

weftern or Pacific ocean, by fome ftraits or thorough-fare

in Hudfon's-Bay : it is more probable that the great

whales in Davis's-ftraits, when the fea there begins to be

froze up, pafs into the ocean, or deeper water, becaufe

warmer : thus the cod-fiih upon the coaft of New-
England in very cold winters retire into deep water. Mr.

_ Dobbs affirms, that Middleton faw no whales near Cape

Hope, or the frozen ftraits ; he judges the frozen ftraits

to be only a chimera •, therefore the whales in Button's-

Bay muft come from the weftward. 2. Wager- river,

where was Middleton's principal enquiry, in N. lat. 6^
D 24 m. W. long. 88 D. 37 M. from ftven miles wide

at its entrance, farther up increafed to eight leagues wide,

and from fourteeen to eighty fathom water, and whales

were feen twenty miles up the river. Dobbs conjedlures

that thefe whales came from the weftern ocean, by fome

ftrait or paftage fouth of Wager-river, from N. lat., 6^

D. to 62 D. Here it is where the Efkimaux Indians fol-

low whaling, and traded v/ith capt. Scrogs, anno 1722.

3. Middleton, from fome undue influence, did not well

infpecfl the coaft, where the greateft probability was of a

a paftage •, defignedly he kept too great an offing, and

defcryed pretended land and mountains in the clouds ;

concluding there were no thorough- fares, he did not fend

his boats afnore to try for inlets. Fox, anno 1632, fail-

ing upon this coaft, faw much broken land and iflands,

and plenty of whales at the end of July. 4. Middleton's

officers faid, that the tide was three hours fooner at the

mouth of Wager-river than at cape Frigid -, therefore

the tide did not come from the frozen ft-raits and Baffin's

-

Bay eaftward, but from fome ftraits v/eftward , the fame

mal-content officers affured Mr. Dobbs, that the higher

up
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up Wager-river, the water became the falter, and the

flood was from W. S. W. Middleton fays the tide came
from north-eafterly.

To evince the impradlicablenefs of a N. W. pafTage.

1 . The French, very inquifitive and mindful of their in-

tereft, feem to give up any profped of this paflage, be-

caufe, by the treaty of Utrecht, they readily renounced for

ever to Great-Britain the fole and exclufive benefit of a

N. W. pafTage to China from Hudfon's-Bay or Davis

V

ftraits, when difcovered. 2. The whales on the weft fide

of Hudfon's-Bay, by the frozen ftraits, came from Davis's-

ftraits, where they are plenty. 3. Middleton fays (we

connotanfwer for his vouchers) that Indian travellers have

gone by land from Churchill-river, as high as the ardtic

circle, but met with no thorough- fares \ his northern In-

dians, which he took on board in Churchill-river, were

chiefly defigned to fliew him the copper-mines. 4. The
farther up Wager-river, the tides rife lefs ; the water

from fait becomes brackifh, and the higher the more frefli.

5. Middleton writes, that from his own experience, there

is no thorough-fare from Churchill-river in N. lat c^(^ D.

to N. lat. 6"] D. ; and farther north, if there be any

ftraits or thorough-fare, it cannot be clear of ice (if ever

clear) above a week or two in the year, and therefore

imprafticable : from the river Wager to N. lat. 62 D.
he ftood into every bay and fearched the coaft narrowly.

6. As the winds there are generally from the N. W.
and exceffively cold, there muft be a long continued or

connefted trad of land weftward, covered with perpetual

fnow and ice, and therefore impradicable. Moreover,

if there is any fuch ftrait, it is narrow and long ; the ad-

venturers would run a certain rifk of being froze up and

of periftiing.

SECT.
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SECT. VI.

Concerning the tjlani ^Newfoundland, and its Cod-

Fifliery.

TH I S is a fiflieiy of longer Handing, than are any of

our colony or plantation fettlements' ; it is no colo-

ny, it is not confined to any patent or exclufive company,

but is an open general Britiih cod-fifhery, confifling of

many lodges, or commodious harbours for curing ofcod-

iifh, for the Spanifli, Portugueze, and Italian markets.

Our {g\ claims of difcovery, not occupancy, run fo high

as the times of theCabots coafting along the eaftern fhore

\£\ The Cod-filhery profitable and fufficient to fupply many and
large markets, is peculiar to Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and New-
England : a monopoly of this fifhery in thefe feas, to be called a
Mare claztfumy would be a vaft advantage to the trade and navigatioa.

of Great-Britain, if it could be obtained at the enfuing congrefs for a
general peace amongft the dates in Europe : it is true, the French and
Spaniards have a confiderabJe claim to fome intereft in the New-found-
land Cod-fifhery, becaufe the Guipufcoans of Spain, and the Bayonners
of France were contemporary, if not more early in that fifhery thaa
England. By the treaty of Utrecht, the Guipufcoans, and the other

fubjefts of Spain, were allowed their claimed privilege of fifhing at the
ifland of Newfoundland : by the fame treaty the French were allowed
to fifh, and cure their fifh on that part of Newfoundland from Cape
Bonavifta, N. lat. 49 D. 30 M. to the northermoft part of the riland

in N. lat. 5 1 D. 30 M. and from thence running down by the weftera

fide to Point-Ri:he in N. lat. 50 D. 30 M. by the cod-fi(h being more
plenty, and by falling in nearer the fhore, the Cod-fifliery of the north

part of the ifland feems to be more profitable than upon the fouthern

harbours of the ifland ; by this conceffion before the war, anno I744>
the French had the better of us in the Cod-fifliery trade— King
Charles I, bubbled by the French, gave them a liberty of fiftiing and
curing fifh in Newfoundland, upon the filly pretext of fupplying aa
Englilh convent in France witfi^filh.

This Cod-fifhery is not only a confiderable addition to the trade and
wealth of Great-Britain ; but by the many men employed in catching
and curing of the cod-filh, is a good nurfery for our luvy and other
navigation {the plantation-trade, the fifhery of Newfoundland, the
coal trade of NewcalUe, and the watermen upon the river of-Thames,
are the great nurferies or feminaries of our navigation) if the French
could by treaty be excluded from this fifhery, it would contra(ft their

-navigation-feminary very much. Canada does not increale their na-

of
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of North-America upon a N. W. difcovery, and theii^

taking pofleflion for the crown of England, from place

to place ; they fettled no fifliery there, but gave it the

name, anno 1507, of Terra deBaccaleos with good pro-

priety, that is, cod-fifh land ; the French called it, Terre

Netive, we retain their name, and call it Newfoundland.
Secretary Walfingham, anno 1583 (about this time all

the trading nations of Europe were intenfe upon a N. W.
pafiage to China, and the Eaft-Indies) being informed of
a wefterly opening north of North-Virginia (the prefent

Nova Scotia) fent out Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a gentle-

man of eftate upon the difcovery ; this gentleman failed

up the gulph, and fome part of the river St. Laurence ;

and in form took poffeffion of Newfoundland and Canada
for the crown of England ; he fettled a filhery at New-
foundland, but being cafi: away upon his return to Eng-
land, the fifhery was foon relinquilhed ; but profecuted by
the French, Spaniards, and Portugueze.

Anno 1608, this- fifhery was again undertaken by John
Guay of Briflol merchant -, feveral Englifhmen, women,
and children wintered there, anno 1613^
Anno 1 610, king James gave to the earl of Southamp-

ton lord- keeper, and others, a grant from Bonavifta i6

Cape St. Mary W. of Cape Raze •, fome families were

fent over ; it did not anfwer, they returned to England.

Anno 1620, or 1623, ^^^ George Calvert, principal

fecretary of flate, afterwards lord Baltimore, obtained a

patent for fome part of Newfoundland, from the bay of

Bulls to Cape St. Mary's ; he fettled a fort and planta-

tion at Fairyland ; but in the time of the troubles in the

civil war of England, it was difcontinued, and was outed

by Sir David Kirk. Anno 1654, having retained fome

claim until that time, lord Baltimore, a zealous Roman
catholic, came abroad (as the firfl fettlers of New-Eng-
land did in their religion way) to enjoy the free exercife of

vigation much; their trade employs a very fmall inconfiderable number

of veflels : their inland fur and fkins bufinefs is rhanaged by a few

French Cuureurs dc$ Bois, and Indians called Les Hcmmes des Bois ; there*

fore Canada cannot people fall,

his
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his religion in quiet : from Newfoundland he removed to

Virginia; but the Virginians being as zealous for the

church ofEngland way, as he was for the church ofRome
way, he became uneafy, and went farther up the bay of

Chefepeak above the Virginian fettlements ; and after-

I

wards obtained a moft beneficial patent of thole lands

I

now called Maryland, which the family enjoy to this day 5

I
at prefent this family is Chriftian proteftant.

I

The French made a fettlement at Placentia in the fouth

part of the ifland where the cod-fifh firft fet in yearly ;

this was relinquifhed to Great-Britain by the treaty of

Utrecht, anno 1713, and, by way of equivalent, the

French had given to them the iflands of Cape Breton,

and all the other iflands in the gulph of St. Laurence,

and liberty to catch and cure fifh in the northern harbours

of Newfoundland : the French pretend, that they have
had a conftant fifhery at Newfoundland ever fmce it wa»
taken pofTefTion of, for Francis I, king of France, by
Verazano a Florentine. In Cromwell's time Sir David
Kirk's family refided fome years in Newfoundland ; he
invaded Canada feveral times, and had a grant of lands

north of St. Laurence-river, called Canada : but king

Charles II, always more in the French interefl (kings

may be bought to betray their own countries interefl)

than in that of Great-Britain, quit-claimed Canada, as

alfo Placentia, St. Peter's, &'c. of Newfoundland in the

gulph of St. Laurence, to the French.

The Englifli have been for a long-time in the ufe of
this fifliery. Anno 1 545, there was an aft of the Englifh

parliament, for encouragement to the Englifh merchants

trading to Newfoundland: the firfl family fettlements

with continuance feem to have been anno 1610. At pre-

fent there are nine or ten fettlements called harbours, not

towns, where they cure and fhip off their dry cod-fifh :

at this writing anno 1748, there are about 4000 people

winter there i they fifh and cure fifh from May to Octo-

ber ; the fifhery is generally off the moyths of their har-

bours ; they do not fifh much upon the banks.

Vol. J. U M.BelHa
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, M. Bellin fays, that from good obfervations Cape
Raze, its fouthermoft, point lies in N. lat. 46 D. 50 M^
Its northermoft land in the ftraits of Belle Ifle, lies in N.
lat. 51 D. 30 M. its greateft breadth (the ifland refem--

bles an ifofceles triangle) or bafe is from Cape Raze tO'

Cape Raye about eighty leagues. From the northern 1

part of Cape Breton ifland, or St. Paul, are fifteen leagues ^

to Cape Raze, or rather Cape Sud, the entrance of the

gulph of St. Laurence : the north cape of Breton ifland i

lies in N. lat. 47 D. 5 M.
"The great bank of Newfoundland lies from N. lat. 41

D. to 49 D. and ninety leagues from E. to W. difliance

from Cape Raze about thirty-five leagues.

As to the regulations, difcipline, or oeconomy ofNew-
foundland, differences am'ongft the fifliermen of the fe-

veral harbours, are at firfl: inftance determined by the ad-

mirals fo called, being the firfl: fliip matters who arrive

for the feafon in the refpe(5live harbours. From thisjudg-

ment, an appeal lies to the commodore of the king's fl;ati-

oned fliips, who determines in equity. Felonies in New-
foundland are not triable there, but in any county of

Great-Britain. Newfoundland having no legiflative af-

fembly or reprefentative of the debtors of the country,

their currency is not perverted but continues at a fl:erling

value. At prefent the commodore of the king's ihips

ftationed for the proteftion of the fifliery of Newfound-
land, is governor of Newfoundland, during his conti-

nuance there, by the title of governor and commodore in

chief of Newfoundland, and of the forts and garrilbns

there. There are alfo lieutenant-governors of the forts of

Placentiaand St. John's, at loj. fterling per day. As we
hinted, the mafl:er of the vefl^el who firlt arrives in the fe-

veral harbours, is called admiral of that harbour, and afts

as a magiiirate, and is called lord of the harbour.

The \h'\ annual quantity of cod-fifli fliipped off^by Bri-

tilh fubjeds from Newfoundland is various, from 1 00,000

[h"] The eftimates in a late pamphlet, called. The Importancs of Cape

Breton conjidered^ are too much at random, and erroneous.

quintals
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quintals to 300,000 quintals ; generally they make dou*

ble the quantity in proportion to what is made in New"
England.

Capt. Smith, a man of credit, writes, anno 1623, that

there fifhed upon the coaft of Newfoundland yearly

about 250 fail of EngHfh velTels, at a medium of fixty

tons, and returned the value of 135,000/, Iterling an-

nually : their method of fharing at that time, was one
third to the owners, one third for vidtualling, and one
third to the Ihip's company.
The commodore of the king's (hips at Newfoundland*

when the fifhing fealbn is over, receives from each har-

bour a report in diflindt columns. I fhall inftance the

year 1 70 1 , being in time of peace, a medium year, and
the accounts the moll diftinft.

The flate of Newfoundland, anno 1701.

Number of fhips, fifhers, y^
Sacks or purchafers 46
Burthen of laid fhips 799 1 tons

Number of men belonging the faid fhips >

Number of fifhing fhips boats ^'^^

Number of inhabitants boats ^p,^

Number of by-boats ^^J

Quantity of fifh made by fhips 79,820 quint.

Qiiantity of fifh made by inhabitants 136,500 quint.

Q. of train or liver oil made by fhips 1264 hhds.

Train or liver oil made by inhabitants 2534 hhds;

Number of ftages 544
Number of men 461
Number of women 166

Number of children 256
Number of fervants 2698

Anno 1 7 16, exported to Spain, Portugal, and Italy

106,952 quintals.

The fifh fhipped off from the feveral harbours : I fhall

inftance a year of fmall fifhery.

U a Anno
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2 -3500 c^uint.

3 3700
2 3300
I 1200

20 37,000
4- ii,ooo»

5 I 1, 200-

I 4000
I? 29,000

4 7000
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Anno 1724, were Hiipped off

From the harbours

St. Peter's and Placentia

Trepaflay

Formoofe
Renufe
St. John's

Conception-Bay

Trinity

Bona Villa

Fairyland

Bay of Bulls

^g 111,100
Anno 1732, were (hipped off from Newfoundland

about 200,000 quintals ; laft year, being anno 1747,
were exported foinewhat more.

In Newfoundland they reckon, when well fiflied, 200
quintals to the inhabitants boat or Ihailop, and 500
quintals to a banker.

The liberty allowed by- the treaty of Utrecht to the

French, for fifhing and curing of fifh in the northern

parts of Newfoundland, abridges us of an exclufive navi-

gation, fuch as the French fully enjoy. By an edi(51: anno

1727 (by virtue of the 5th and 6th articles of peace and

neutrality in America, concluded Nov. 6, anno 1686)

it is peremptorily declared, that all Engiilh veffels failing

within a league of the ihores of any French ifland, fhall

be feized and confifcated, without any other proof of

trade. St. Malo and Granville are the principal French

cod-fifhery in North-America -, there are fome from St.

Jean de Luz, Bayonne, and Nantes. Before Cape Breton

lately fell into the poffeffion of Great- Britain, the French

bankers,when long out, went to water and refrefli at Cape

Breton.

Four to five thoufand Newfoundland frefh cod-fifh

3re reckoned to make one hundred quintals of well cure4

dry God, or three quintals wet filh make one dry. The
livers
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livers from 100 quintals dry cod, afford about one
hogiliead, or fixty gallons of liver oil. After the lifh are

headed, boned, Iplit, and faked, the ihoremen deliver

Oiie half the weighty the overplus goes for their labour.

The cod-fiih annually appear lirlt at St. Peter's and
Placentia in May, and thence proceed northward along
fliore to St. John's, Trinity, £5?^. and in autumn are filhed

by the French in the north parts of Newfoundland. Cod
follow the bait fifh, as they appear near the fhore fuccef-

fively during the fifhing feafon ; firft are the caplin, next

come the fquid ; the lierrings take their couorfe in Au-
tumn; at other times a mufcle is their bait.

Their fifh-ihips are diftinguilhed into fifhing-fhips,

which by their own boats and men catch and cure their

lifh- cargoes ; and fack-fhips, which puichafe -their fifh

from the inhabitants..

The foil is rocks aiid mountains [t\ inhofpitable

;

their trees are pine, fir called fpruce [/^], and birch

;

ilraw berries and rafpberries here are good and plenty.

In Newfoundland there are no land-eflates -, but many
,of their falmon flreams or falls belong to patentees. In
the winter, they make feal-oil, and fave their fkins.

The great iflands of ice, which appear upon or near the

banks of Newfoundland, come from Davis's-fbraits.

Goods imported to Newfoundland andconfumed there,

are only fait, bread, flour, rum, and molaffes, payable
either in fifh as the price fhall break, which is generally

at 10 s. flerlingper quintal, or in bills of exchange upon
Great- Britain ; thefe bills of exchange are from the lack

fliips, who purchafe their fifh or cargo from the inha-

bitants by bills : hills purchafe thefe goods cheaper,
than the fifh truck, becaufe the filhermen impofe any fifk

in pay.

The le-veral bickerings that have happened in New-
foundland between the Britifh and French, cannot be re-

[i] Noilepping, no wheel-carriages j their fire-wood is carried fome
jniles upon men's fhoulders.

[^j Spruce-leaves and buds decofted in place of hops, make ail

agreeable beer or drink, aud is efteemed good in the fcurvy.

U 3 kearvid
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hearfed minutely in a fummary, we fhall only mention

a few. Anno 1704, Auguft 18, about 140 French and

Indians, in two (loops from Placentia, land in Bonavifte

harbour, and burn four veffels -, anno 1 705, in the

winter, M. Subercaife governor of Placentia, afterwards

governor of Nova Scotia, with 550 foldiers and inhabi-

tants of Placentia, and from Canada with fome Indians,

ranfacks all the fouthern fettlements in a few days, car-

rying awayi4o prifoners; laid Confumption-Bay,Trinity,

and Bonavifte under contributions, having burnt their

ftages and craft ; they befieged the fort of St. John's

(capt. Moody and forty foldiers in garrifon) five weeks in

vain ; St, John's is the principal Britifh filhery fettlement

in Newfoundland -, anno 17 10, the garrifon of St. John's

was reinforced by two companies of marines.

Placentia was quit- claimed by France to Great -Britain

;

and anno 1714, June i, col. Moody being appointed

lieutenant-governor of Placentia, received poffeffion from

M. Caftabella, who fucceeded M. Subercafle as governor

of Placentia anno 1706, when Subercafle was removed t:o

the governor of L'Accadie or Nova Scotia -, this Cafta-

bella, was made governor of Cape Breton iflands, and

continued in that government many years. Anno I7i9>

col. Gladhill was appointed lieutenant-governor of Pla-

centia in place of col. Moody. At prefent anno 1 748, the^

lieutenant-governor of Placentia is major Hamilton j and

the lieutenant-governor of St. John's is capt. Bradftreet.

The following accounts of fiiheries fall in naturally

with this feftion, and carry along with it fome account

of the New-England fifhery.

A DigreJJlon concerning Jijheries.

THE principal and moft extenfive branches of fifhery

in commerce, are i.Whaling, which is in common to all

maritime nations, but followed to beft advantage by the

Dutch ; it is called the great filhery, as herrings and cod

fifhing are called the fmall fifheries. 2. Herrings; of thefe

the Dutch alfo make the mofl gain, although the only

herring
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herring fifhery known to us, of quantity and quality,

Tiifficient and proper for the markets, is confined to the

Britifh fea, which is a Mare claufum, and in all refpedls

is the Britifh peculiar property, excepting that it is a natu-

ral thoroughfare or high way to all nations in their out-

ward bound and inward bound voyages ; and Great-Bri-

tain, with greater propriety, may be called Herrings
ifland, than Newfoundland called Terra de Baccaleos.

The Dutch, in the reign of Charles I, agreed to pay an-

nually to Great- Britain, 30,000/. fterling for licence or

liberty of filhing for herrings upon the coaft of Great-

Britain ; they paid only for one year, 1636, and no more;
Cromwell, in his Declaration of war againfl the Dutch,

made a demand of the arrears of this licence money (at

the fame time he infilled upon fatisfadion for the

Amboyna affair) but the principal differences which
occafioned the war being loon accommodated, thefe de-

mands were dropped. 3. Cod-fifh. The European
north fea cod, the cod from the banks of Holland and
coaft of Ireland are much fuperior in quality to the

American cod ; but in no degree adequate to the Spa-
nifh, Portugueze, and Italian markets : the cod fifhery

to fupply markets, is peculiar to Newfoundland, Nova
Scotia, and New-England. If Great- Britain, pending

this French war, continue with fuccefs to reduce the

French trade and colonies, we may give the law j and
have Newfoundland, the iflands in thegulph of St. Lau-
rence, Nova Scotia, and New-England, confirmed to us

in perpetuity; with an exclufive trade and navigation

upon the coafts thereof to the extent feaward of

leagues; thus we fliall have the monopoly of the cod
fifhery. At a low ftate, we can afford at a medium
300,000 quintals per annum, whereof Bilboa, the dry
cod fifhery barcadier, takes off from 70,000 to 80,000,

quintals per annum, to fupply Madrid, and feme other in-

land countries of Spain.

To render thefe accounts diftin6t, I fhall reduce them
to five heads, i. The Whale-fifhery. 2. Herring-

U 4 fifhery.
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fifhery. 3. Cod-fifhery. 4. The fmaller fifheries ex-

portable, but of no great account. And, 5. Some fifli

not exportable or merchantable, but of great benefit in

prefent fpending, efpecially for the poor.

I. Whales. See a digreffion concerning whaling,

p. ^6. We fhall further add the following remarks

:

Whales, that is the true or bone whales go fouthward

(they are pafiengers according to the feaions) towards

winter, and return northward in the fpring. Formerly,

in New-England Cape-cod embayed them, hut being

much difturbe'd (they feem to have fome degree of rea-

fon) they keep a good offing. The fmaller whales, viz.

Iperma-ceti, fin-backs, hump-backs, ^c. which ne-

ver go far to the northward, but ftroll confiderably fouth-

ward, are apt to ftrand upon the Ihoals of North-Caro-

iina and Bahama banks : they become drift whales, and

fome afford drift fperma-ceti. In their pafiages north

and fouth, having kept an offing to the banks, though

they were incommoded by the whale-fifliers -, at prefent

in their pafiTages they keep deep water -, and upon a peace

the whalers are to filli for them in deep water.

New-England whaling at prefent is by whaling floops

or fchooners with two whale-boats and thirteen men;
each boat has an harpooner, a lleerfman, and four rowers

:

the whale-boats do not ufe thaughts, but noofes for their

oars, upon account of expedition •, becaufe only by let-

ting go their oars, without loofing of them, they keep

expeditioully long fide of the whale. The beft place of

flriking a whale is in her belly, about one third from

her gills -, the fail is a rope of about twenty-five fathom

;

then a drudge or flop-water, a plank of about two feet

fquare, with a ftick through its center ; to the further

end ofthis ftick, is fattened a tow-rope, called the drudge

rope, of about fifteen fathom; they lance, after having

fattened her by the harpoon, till dead.

The New-England whalers reckon fo many ct. wt.

boncy as bone is feet long : for inttance, feven foot bone

gives 700 wt, bone : New-England bone fcarce ever ex-

ceeds
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ceeds nine feet ; and 100 barrels of oil is fuppofed to yield

1 000 wt. of bone : whales killed in deep water, if they

fink, never rife again.

Sperma-ceti, whales do not go far north •, they are

gregarious, or in fhoals , they go fouthward to the Ba-
hama iflands in Odober, and return in the fpring : moll
of the Bermudas whales are fin-backs, twenty to thirty

fer annum caught.

A whale ftranded back offCape-Cod, yielded 1 34 bar-

rels oil, and — wt. of bone •, this whale was fo fat, that,

fome poor people tried the mufcular flefh, and made thirty

barrels more of oil. In New-England whaling, they go
upon Ihares, one quarter to the velTel or owners, the reft

to the company, finding themfelves vidualling and whal-

ing geer. The whalers in deep water, or at a confider-

able dillance from Nantucket, fit out in the beginning

and middle of March. Third week of July, anno 1738,
arrived our whalers from Davis's-ftraits. The New-
England true whale is the fame with the European North-
cape whales, are not eafily killed, being agile and very

wild ; the Dutch do not fifh them. Sperma-ceti whales

do not go far north, they pafs by New-England in

Odober, and return in the fpring. Grampus's, bottle-

nofes, and the other fmall cetaceous kind are called black

fifh.

It is not eafily to be accounted for, that whales do not

in courfe of years become fcarcer, confidering the con-

tinued great flaughter of them by the whaling nations ;

they bring only one calf at a time after many months
geftation, whereas other fifh fpawn multitudes.

Fifh-oil is, i. That from the true or whale-bone
whale, and the other large whales. 2. Vitious oil from
the fperma-ceti whales. 3. Black fifh oil from gram-
pus's bottle-nofes, porpus's, ^c. of the fmall cetaceous

kind. 4. Liver-oil from the livers of fundry fifhes,

efpecially of cod-fifh. 5. That from the blubber or

penicula adipofa of feals and fea-cows. There are two
forts of feals i one fort has its ikin dappled or in fmall

fp9ts J
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fpots ; the other fort called the Ice-feal, hath a large black

patch, runs flow, and is killed by a fmall blow on the

head ; 500 have been killed in a harbour at Newfound-
land in a morning : the fkins and blubber is their mer-
cantile produce. The fea-cow or morfe is plenty upon
the coafts of Nova Scotia and the gulph of St. Laurence,

particularly at the ifland of St. John's -, it is of the big-

nefs of a middling cow (it is not the fame with the

manatee of the gulph of Mexico) a very thick flcin with

hair like that of a feal.

In cold winters the whales, as do other fifh, keep in

deep water. The New-England people whale with a

drudge or flop-water, not with long ropes or warps as

the Hollanders. Upon the coaft of New-England,
whales go northward from the middle of March to the

middle of May. About thirty years ago, communihus

annis, were exported from New-England about 5000
barrels of fifh-oil; at this writing, anno 1748, about

10,000 barrels, notwithftanding the whales keeping a

greater offing.

2. Herrings. In this tribe of filhes there are many
fpecies or diftinft kinds, viz. The fhadd, the true her-

ring, the alewife, the Sardinia, the anchovie, i^c. In

this article, I write only of the true or merchantable

herring ; in good quality and large quantities, they feem

peculiar to the coafts of the Britjlh iflands, and I fhall in

the firft place mention thefe as a ftandard.

Upon the coafts of Great-Britain, herrings make their

firft appearance northward (at the Weftern Iflands of

Scotland they appear in the fpring) as it is commonly
faid, at the [/] Shetland iflands in N. lat. 6 1 D. beginning

[/] Shetland iflands are the ultima Thule ofthe ancients : in the win-

ter the feas are open, but harraffed with continued ftorms, fo as to

have no comiiiunication with the other parts of the earth. The Dutch

Eaft-India (hips, by a Handing order, always return between the Ork-

ney and Shetland iflands. In Shetland their mother or indigenous

tongue or language is Norfe or Norwegian; it was originally a Danifli

property, and, upon king James V,I of Scotland marrying a daughter

of
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of June ; by cuflom the Hollanders do not begin to fifh

until [m] June 24, and return to Holland in Auguft and

September: 2000 buffes (a pink-fterned catch of about

forty to fifty ton) have at one time fifhed in Braffa found

:

about Midfummer herrings are in the greateft perfedion.

It is faid, they come from the northern deep waters (we

hear of no herrings about Iceland under the Northern

Polar Circle ; a cod-fifhery has been attempted there,

but turns to no good account) in a large body or fhoal,

and meeting with the iflands of Great-Britain, this flioal

is fplit J one part or wing takes along the eaftern fhore,

and make in lucceflively into all the Friths of Scotland,

more efpecially in Auguft to the Frith of Forth at Dun-
bar and Fife Side : their next great appearance is at

Yarmouth roads upon the coaft of England, where the

Dutch prefume again to fifh for them ; thence to the

mouth of the river Thames, and thence to the fouthern

and weftern parts of England. At Ilfracombe, N. lat.

51 D. 10 m. within the mouth of the Severn river, about

two leagues to fea, they fifh herrings from Michaelmas to

Chriftmas, and make from 10,000 to 12,000 barrels p^r

annum. In the autumn the herrings fpawn, become lank

or lean, and are only fit for being cured by fmoaking,

called red herrings ; it is imagined that foon after fpawn-
ing, they difappear in deep water fouth of the Britifh

iflands : the weftern fhoal or wing of this great body,

pafs amongft the Lewis's or [;z] Scots weftern illands ^

thence this part of body of herrings fubdivides when they

meet with Ireland ; one column proceeds to the weftern

of Denmark, it was quit-claimed to Scotland. The people of any
confiderable bufinefs there fpeak Engliih, Norfe, and Dutch.

[m] By a refolve of the fenate of Hamburg, no herrings are deemed
to be in maturity, fit to be imported to a market until Midfummer.
Hamburg is a principal mart for herrings, it fupplies the north-eaft

parts of Germany by the river Elbe and its branches, as Dantzick fup-

plies Poland by the Wefel or Viftula and its branches.

. [«] Called by the ancient geographers .^budae or Hebrides. Here
are plenty of cod and long fifh: may confilt of about 40,000 fouls or

inhabitants.

coaft
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coaft of Ireland ; the other column pafs along St.

George's, or the Irifh channel, to the mouth of the Severn.
It Teems more reafonable to think, that thefe herrings i

are conftant retainers to the iflands of Great-Britain,!

fome times difappearing in deep water, and at other times
appearing in fhoai- water, according to their various feed-

ing and fpawning grounds, fo as annually to make the
circuit of thefe iflands ; and as is the manner of all Paf-
fenger fifh, go northward towards fummer, and fouth-
ward towards winter or cold weather, and in very cold
weather tal^e to deep or warmer water. And in fad or
obfervation we find the herrings appear amongft the
weftern iflands of Scotland in fpring ; they are at Shet-
land and the north parts of Scotland in fummer ; they
are along the eafl: and fouth coafts of Great-Britain in

autumn ; und St. George's channel in winter.

The Britifli herrings fpawn in Auguft and September

:

when they fpawn, the fifliermen call it fouling of the wa-
ter ; it is faid they go by pairs to the bottom, and rub
their bellies in the mud and fand until their [pi milts and
rows are difcharged ; foon after this the herring-fifliery

is fuppofed to be over, and that the herrings take to fea

or deep water.

Dantzick is the principal market for the Scots and
Dutch white or pickled herrings ; next are Hamburg and
Stockholm : the Dutch re-pickle their herrings in Hoi-
land.

- The herrings of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and
New-England, are either of a different fpecies, or of a
bad quality ; and if in curing their quality could be re-

medied, they are not of a fufficient quantity to fupply the
herring markets : they are caught in feines or mafhes

;

they have been pickled and barrelled for the Negroes in

the Wefl:-India iflands, but turned out not merchantable,
and that branch of fifhery was dropped. In Newfound-
land they come in by autumn, being their laft: bait fifli.

In New-England, notwithftanding their being a peri-*

[pl Laftes.

odical
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pdical fifh, their periods are uncertain ; at prefent they

are not fo plenty as formerly, and generally fet in to

ipawn towards the end of winter.

Periodical fhoals or paflengers of north fea fifh upon
the eaftern fhore of North -America, are not found fouth

of 41 D. N. lat. fome ftraggling cod and falmon are

fometimes caught to the fouth of Nantucket or this lati-

tude, but do not anfwer the curing.

3. Cod-Fishery. The Scots or north fea dry cod,

and the New-England winter dry cod, are of the prime

quality ; they will bear watering : fummer fifh of New-
England, when watered, breaks. Large winter cod dry

fifh, is the befl for Bilboa market ; it retains its mellow-

nefs, and will bear land carriage to Madrid ; fmaller fifh

will anfwer in other markets. In Great-Britain and

Ireland, they are not reckoned merchantable if under

eighteen inches in length, from the firft fin to the fetting

on of the tail, and are allowed no fait debenture or

bounty. Augull and September are the bell times for

felling a fifh cargo in the Roman catholic countries j

their Lent flock by that time is expended.

The New-England filhery have their fait from Salt-

Tortugas, Cape de Verde iflands,Turks iflands or Baha-

mas, Lifbon, and Bay of Bifcay. The filhermen viduaL
with fait pork only, bifcuit, and rum. All cod-fifh

caught, from the beginning of June to the beginning of
O6lober, are called fummer fifli j the others are called

fpring and fall fifh, or winter fifh, and are of the better

quality. The fait fleet from Tortugas generally arrives

in New-England about the middle of April.

New-England dry cod-fifh is more fait burnt than

thofe of Newfoundland, becaufe in New-England they

generally ufe fait from Tortugas and the Ifle of May,
which is too fiery ; at Newfoundland they make ufe of
ialt from Lifbon and the Bay of Bifcay, of a milder

quality : in Newfoundland they work their fifh belly

down ; in New-England they work them belly up, to re-

I «eive
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ceive more fait, and add to their weight. No fun-burnt,

falt-burnt, or that have been a confiderable time pickled
before dried, are to be deemed merchantable fifh.

Marblehead in New-England fhips off more dried

cod, than all the reft of New-England befides ; anno

1732, a good fifh year, and in profound peace. Marble-
head had about 120 fchooners of about fifty tons bur-
then; feven men aboard, and one man alliore to make the

lilh, is about 1000 men employed from that town, be-

fides the feamen who carry the filh to market ; if they

had all been well fifhed, that is, 200 quintals to a fare,

would have made 12.0,000 quintals. At prefent, anno

1747, they have not exceeding feventy fchooners, and
make five fares yearly ; firfl is to the IQe of Sable ; the

cod-fifh fet in there early in the fpring, and this fare is

full of fpawn : formerly, they fitted out in February, but
by ftormy weather having loll fome vefTels, and many
anchors, cables, and other geer, they do not fit out until

March. Their fecond fare is in May to Brown's Bank,
and the other banks near the Cape Sable coaft; thefe are

alfo called fpring-fifh. Their third and fourth fares are to

St. George's Bank, called fummer fifh. Their fifth and
iafl fare is in autumn to the Ifle of Sables; thefe are called

winter filh. New-England cod is generally cured or dried

upon hurdles or brufh. Anno 1 72 1 , were cured at Canfo
off Nova Scotia 20,000 quintals of cod-fifh ; but, as it is

faid, the officers of that garrifon ufed the fifhermen ill,

and no fifhery has been kept there for many years. At
prefent, anno 1 747, there is cured in all places of Britifh

North-America about 300,000 quintals dry merchant-

able cod.

There are feveral other particulars relating to the cod-

fifhery interfperfed in the former fheets, which we fhall

not repeat, left we Ihould deviate from the character of a

fummary. We Jhall obfefve, that the French have been

too much connived at in carrying on a confiderable cod-

fifhery near the mouth of the river St. Laurence at

Gafpee, contrary to treaty, becaufe it lies in Nova Scotia.

Continued
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Continued wefterly or dry winds are not requifite in cur-

ing dry cod, becaufe they muft be fweated in piles by
fome damp eafterly whether. Winter filTi ought not to

be fliipped off till May ; for although the preceeding

frofls make them look fair and firm, if fhipped off too

foon, the fubfequent heat of the hold, makes them fweat

and putrify. The ftock fifli of Norway and Iceland, are

cod cured without fait, by hanging in the frofts of winter

upon flicks, called flocks in Dutch.

4. Smaller Fisheries ufed in commerce ; we fhall

mention a few.

Scale Filh fo called, viz. Haddock, Haake, and Pol-

luc, which in New-England are cured in the fame man-
ner as dry cod •, thefe, together with the dry cod that is

not fit for European markets, are fhipped off to the

Wefl-India iflands, towards feeding of the Negro flaves,

and make a confiderable article in our trade to the fugar-

iflands.

Mackarel, fplit, faked, and barrelled for the Negroes
in the fugar-iflands, are caught either by hook, feines, or

marfhes ; thofe by hook are the bell •, thofe by feines are

worfl, becaufe in bulk they are bruifed : mackarel will

not take the hook, unlefs it have a motion of two or

three knots; if quicker they will take the hook; but their

jaw being tender gives way, and the mackarel is lofl.

There are two feafons of makarel, fpring and autumn

;

the autumn mackarel are the bell : thofe of the fpring

appear about the middle of May, very lean, and vanilh

in two or three weeks.

Sturgeon very plenty ; fome are twelve feet long, and
weigh 400 wt. Formerly a merchant of Boflon contract-

ed with fome fifhmongers in London. Anno 1721, he
lent 1 500 cags of 40 to 50 wt. (the contrad: was fpr

5000 cags per annum) the filh were good, but too fait

or ill cured ; this filhery did not anfwer, and it was
dropped. London is fupplied with flurgeon from Dant-'
2ick, Hamburg, and Pilau.

Salmon
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Salmon are plenty in all the Britifh North-America
rivers from Newfoundland to about N. lat. 41 D. They
fet in to MalTachufetts-Bay about the middle of April

;

they do not chule warm weather, therefore do not con-
tinue there long after having fpawned ; farther north
they continue many months. This falmon is not of a
good quality, and is not fo good for a market, as the

falmon of Great-Britain and Ireland.

Alewives, by fome of the country people, called her-

rings ; they are of the [f] herring tribe, but fomewhat
larger than the true herring -, they are a very mean, dry,

and infipid fifh ; fome of them are cured in the manner
of white herrings, and fent to the fugar-iflands for the

flaves, but becaufe of their bad quality they are not in

requeft : in fome places they are ufed to manure land

;

they are very plenty, and come up the rivers and brooks

into ponds in the fpring ; having fpawned they reurn to

fea : they never take the hook.

5. For spending fresh. Befides the abovemen-
tioned Sfh, which are alfo eat when frefh, there are many
forts which are not cured and fhipped off. In New-
England they are generally well known, and are much
the fame as in Britain : we Ihall refer them to the fedlions

of New-England.
Many fifh go up the rivers, and into ponds, earlier or

later in the fpring to fpawn, viz. falmon, fhad, alewives,

tom-cod, fmelts, &c. and many good laws have been

made in New-England, to prevent their paflages from
being flopped by weirs, i^c. as they are of great bene-

fit to the inhabitants near thefe rivers and ponds.

[p\ The pilchard or halecula is not found in thefe parts ; it is no
where heard of, but upon the coafts of Devonlhire and Cornwall in

England; Dartmouth lies in the centre of the pilchard fifhery ; they

are caught from the beginning of Auguft to the beginning of No-
vember i it is fmaller than a herring.

SECT.
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SECT. VII.

Concerning Nova Scotia, or L'Acadle. -

THIS country was called Nova Scotia by SirWilliam
Alexander, fecretary of ftate for Scotland j by means

of Sir Ferdinando Gorge, prefident of the New-England
or Plymouth company, he obtained a royal grant, Sept.

lo, anno 1621 ; he was afterwards created lord Alex-

ander, vifcount of Canada, and earl of Stirling, anno

1633. The French call it L'Acadie, an abbreviation

or corruption of Arcadia in the Morea of Greece, a

northern hilly country of the Peloponnefus. Hitherto,

it cannot be called a colony ; it is only an impotent

Britifh garrifon in an ill-regulated French fettlement:

the French fettlers and the Britifh garrifon officers (with,

much impropriety) call the inhabitants Neutrals, though
under the protedion of, and in allegiance to, the crown of
Great-Britain ; there are no Britilli fettlers to compofe
an afTembly or legiflature for making laws and raifing

of taxes.

The French had early fettlements in L'Acadie or

Nova Scotia ; captain Argol from Virginia, anno 161 3,
vifited Port-Royal and St. Croix, and brought away two
French veflels. M. Biencourt was at that time governor

of Port-Royal : Argol broke up fome French fettlements

in Sagadahock and L'Acadie, called part of New-
France, or Terra Canadenfis. At prefent the country

north of St. Laurence river, only, retains this name : this

expedition of Argol's made way for Sir William Alex-
ander's patent. Sir William admitted fome aflbciates,

anno 1623 ; they fent over a fhip with fome fettlers, but
they all returned to England the fame year, and the

French proceeded in their fettlements. K.Charles I, anno

1625, upon his marriage with Henrietta Maria, a daugh-
ter of France, quit-claimed Nova Scotia to the French.

There have been many revolutions in the property and
dominion of Nova Scotia.

Vol. I. X I. Aiwio
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1. Anno 1627 and anrto 1628^ Sir David Kirk and
afibciates, upon a private adventure, but by commifTion
from the king or croy/n of England, conquered the

French fettlements in Canada ami Nova Scotia ; and
patents were obtained from the court of England, by
which the lands called Canada, north of the river St.

Laurence, were granted to Sir David Kirk, and the landc

called Nova Scotia, fouth of the faid river, were confirm-
ed to Sir William Alexander.

2. Sir William fold the property to M. Claude de la

Tour d'Aunay, a French proteftant, and anno 1632,
Mar. 29, by treaty king Charles quit-claimed it to France,

3. Cromwell fent col. Sedgwick ; he reduced it anno
1654, and it was confirmed to England by treaty in the

year following ; M. St. Eftienne, fon and heir of the

above Claude de la Tour, came to England, made out his

claim, and had the property furrendered to him j this

La Tour fold the property to Sir Thomas Temple, who
was governor and in pofTeffion of the property until anno
1662 J it was then delivered up to the French by king
Charles II (that race ought to be called fons of France,
not fons of Great-Britain) who agreed with the Temples
for a fum of 10,000 /. fterling to be paid them (but it

never was fatisfied) upon account of their right.

Menival was appointed governor, and built a fmall 1

ftdckaded fort, called Port-Royal, upon a bafon, ninej

miles from the bay of Fundy ; Nova Scotia was confirm-
ed to the French by the Breda treaty, anno 1667, in the

manner of a quit-claim. La Tour, a French proteftant,

;

upon his returning to the Roman catholic way ofworlhip,
j

had it confirmed (as to property) to him by the court of
France. La Tour, in the various vicifTitudes, was pro-[

teflant'when the country was under the dominion of Eng-
j

land, and Roman catholic when it was fubje61: to the king!

of France. La Tour built a fort at St. John's river :

:

M. Donnee, the French governor of L'Acadie, deemed
|

it irregular, and inconfiftent with the royal prerogative :

!

whilie' La Tour was in France, he reduced it;^ and inhu-

manly



SkcT. VIL 0/ Nova Scotia* 307

manly deftrbyed La Tour's wife^and family. La Tour
became poor, borrowed a large fum of money of M. Belle

ifle, a rich merchant and trader to North-America, and

afiigned over to him one halifof the province or feigneurie.

4. The French of L'Acadie being troublefome

neighbours, New-England fitted out an expedition of 700
men under col. Phipps, at their own charge, anno 1690,

(Menival governor, the fort ill fortified, and ill provided)

they demolifhed the fort ; the French took the oaths of

allegiance and fidelity to the crown of England, but foon

revolted in conformity to Roman catholic and French

faith, and continued their fettlements ; and by the treaty

ofRyfwic, anno 1697, Great-Britain quit-claimed it to

France. N. B. The New-England expedition failed

from Bofton (Narttafket is in Bofton harbour) 28 th pf

April, came before Port-Royal nth of May, in two or

three days Menival furrendered, and the French garrifon

was (hipped off.

Anno 1 704, major Church, with 550 voluntiers, vifited

Penobfcut, PaiTamaquady, and Les Mines j they brought

off about 1 00 prifoners : in July they attempted Port-

Royal, but in vain.

Capt. Rowfe of Charleflown, anno 1706, as a flag of

truce was fent to Annapolis to exchange or redeem pri-

foners ; he, with fome of his owners and aflbciates in

Bofton, were under fufpicion of fecret contrads [^], to

fupply the French enemy ; indictments were laid againil

them for high mifdemeanours ; they were fined, but their

fine remitted : one trip they brought home feventeen pri-

foners ; next trip only feven prifoners.

Anno 1707-8, March 13, from New-England there

proceeded an expedition againit Port-Royal, under coi.

[^] At prefent, anno t 747 and i 748, the fame game is played, im-

/«w, from Rhode-ifland, New-York, and Philadelphia : if this llicit

trade fupplied the enemy only with fuperfiuities and extravagancies at

a good price, perhaps in policy it might be connived at ; but to relieve

their neceffities inftdd of diftreffing them (which the proclamation of

War in exprefs words requires) feems to be a degree of treafon, or at

lead of high mifdemeanor.

X 2 March,
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March, with two regiments of militia, Wainwright and
Hilton, covered by the Deptford man of war from Eng-
land, and the province galley ; this expedition had no
effed, and the officers of the Deptford were blamed as

negligent or refradtory.

Anno 1709, col. Nicholfon and capt. Vetch apply at

the court of Great-Britain, for fea and land-forces to re-

duce Canada ; there being at that time a fort of court

war, it was not attended to, but upon their folliciting ah

expedition of lefs confequence, w'z. to reduce Port-Royal

and the country of Nova Scotia ; this was obtained.

5. Nova Scotia continued with the French from anno
1662 (Sir William Phipps's redudlion and poffelTion of it,

anno 1 690 5 may be faid to be only momentary) until

anno 17 10, it was then reduced by a force from Great-

Britain, and from New-England, under col. Nicholfon,

and confirmed to Great-Britain by the treaty of Utrecht,

and thus it remains to this day.

This expediti6n under general Nicholfon (with in-

flruftions to all the governors of New-England to be af-

fifting) and adjutant general Vetch, was as follows, anno

1710, July 15, Nicholfon, with fome Britifh officers, and

col. Reading's marines, arrive at Bofton from England,

for the intended expedition : the armament fet out from
Bofton, Sept. 1 8, confifting of the Dragon, Falmouth,

LeoftafF, and Feverfham men of war, the Star bomb,
and the MafTachufetts province-galley, with tranfports, in

all thirty-fix fail ; the land-forces on board were, one

re iment of marines from England, two regiments of

Maflachufetts-Bay, one regiment of Connedicut, and one

regiment of New-Hampfhire and Rhode Ifland, com-
miffioned by the queen, and armed by her gift ; they

arrived at Port-Royal in fix days (the grenadiers of Wal-
ton's regiment were commanded by Mafcarene, the pre-

fent governor of Annapolis fort, and commander in chief

of Nova Scotia) after a fmall affair of cannonading and

bombarding, the French governor Subercafle capitulated,

^md Odober 5, the fort was delivered up -, and col. Vetch,

according ]
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according to inflru6lions, becomes governor. The terms

of capitulation were, that all the French, being 48 1 per-

fons within the Banlieu, or three miles of the fort, fhall

be undet the protedlion of Great-Britain, upon their

taking the proper oaths of allegiance ; the other French

fettlers were left to difcretion, that, in cafe the French

make incurfions upon the frontiers of New-England, the

Britifh fhall make reprifals upon the French in Nova
Scotia, by making feme of their chief inhabitants flaves

to our Indians ; yet notwithftanding, the French of L'Ac-
adie commit hoftilities, but the Port-Royal and Cape
Sable Indians defire terms of amity and alliance ; the gar-

rifon allov/ed to march out with fix cannon and two
mortars, afterwards bought by Nicholfon for 7499 livres

ten fols : the garrifon confifting of 258 foldiers with their

officers, and other inhabitants, in all 481 perfons, male

and female, were fTiipped to Rochelle in France ; general

Nicholfon fent major Livingflon, and M. SubercafTe

fent baron St. Cafteen to the marq. de Vaudrueil general

of Canada, to acquaint him with this event j they arrived

at Quebec, Dec. 16. The men of war and tranfports

fail for Bofton, Oft. 14, leaving a garrifon in Port-

Royal, now called Annapohs Royal, of 200 marines and

250 New-England voluntiers ; they were relieved next

year by 400 of the troops deftined for Canada. The
New-England charge in this expedition, was upwards of

23,000/. flerling reimburfed by parliament.

The French governor's commiffion was in thefe words •,

Daniel Anger de SubercafTe, knight of St. Louis, go-
vernor of L'Acadie, of Cape Breton iflands and lands

adjacent from Cape Rofier, of the great river St. Lau-
rence as far as the eafl parts of Quenebec river.

Hereitis notiniproper to annex the foliowing digrefTion.

Adigrejfion concerning fome late Britijh expeditions againjl

Canada.

ANNO 1690, the New-Englanders having reduced

port-Royal, and all the reft of Nova Scotia or L'Acadie,

X 3 were
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were encouraged to attempt Quebec in Canada the fame
year ; they fet out too late in the year, want of experi-'

ence in their principal officers, ficknefs amongft their,
'

men, and the army of looo Englifh with 1500 Indians^-

who at the fame time were to march from Albany, by
the way of I^ake Champlain to attack Montreal by way
of diverfion, to divide the French forces, not proceeding,
occafioned a mifcarriage, with the lofsof 1000 men, and'

a lofs of many of their tranfports in their return, with a
great charge incurred;' which charge occafioned the firrf

emiffion of a pernicious [r] Pa,per Currency by way of

[r] The odium which I bear to this fallacious and defigned cheat of a
plantation government public Paper Currency, leads me to anticipate a
little upon the article of Paper Currencies defigned for the Appendix.
This pindaric or loofe way of writing ought not to be confined to lyric

poetry ; it feems to be more agreeable by its variety and turn?, than a
rigid dry connedted account of things: fome perhaps of no tafte blame.

jne for want of method ; and on the other lay a ftrift obfervance of the
propriety of words, they call pedantry.

'

"•

I have obferved, that all our Paper-money-making affemblies have,

been legiflatures of debtors, therepreferitativesof people who from in-

Cogitancy, idlenefs, and profiifenefs, have been under a necefiity of
mortgaging their lands : lands are real permanent eftate, but the debt
in Paper Curl-ency by its multiplication depreciates more and more.
Thus their land eftate in nominal value incfeafes, and their debt in no-
minal value decreafes j and the large quantities of Paper Credit is pro-
portionably in favour of the debtors, and to the difadvantage of the
creditors, or induftrious frugal part of the colony : this is the wicke4
myftery of this iniquitous Paper Currency.

'

A public credit Paper Currency, is a great promoter of expeditions.

1 . Thefe bills to defray the charge are foon expedited, but with a con-'

fequerit diftant but certain ruinous efFed. 2. This afiluence of paper
credit invites or encourages people to borrow and run in debt, beyond'
what they ever can extricate. "3. Debtors, when called upon by their

creditors from enlifting by afts of their legiflatures, are ir tlulged or re-

fpited for fome confiderable time; thus towards the Cape-Breton ex-
pedition, anno 1745, in lefs than two months, in the province of Maf-
fachuffetts-Bay, out of 20,000 fencible men capable to march, 3000
enlifted, and were a dead lofs to the province : 2000 more, that is, two'

regiments were propofed by— to be added to the garnfon of Louif-
burg, but cannot be completed ; and two or three thoufand more to-

wards demolifhing a French out-fort, called Crown-Point, which we
Cannot pretend to maintain, but iabandon to be rebuilt by the French for

one tenth of the charge which it may coft us in reduring it (Quebec re-

public,



Sect. VII. 0/" Nova ScoTiAi 311

public bills ofcredit to pay this charge : there failed from
Bofton frigates and tranfports thirty-two, having 2000
landmen aboard; the admiral called the Six Friends car*

ried forty-four guns •, they failed from Bofton Auguft 9,
did not arrive before Qiiebec till Odober 5, landed 1400
men under general Walley about one league and a half

from the town, were repulfed two or three times with great

lofs. Baron La Hontan, who was then at Quebec, fays,

" The New-England men did not want courage, bat
" wanted military difcipline ; that Sir WilHam Phipps*s
*' condu6l was fo bad, that he could not have done lefs

" than he did, if he had been hired by the French, to
*' iland ftill with his hands in his pockets ; if they had
" come direftly againft the town, it would have furren-
*' dered, but they were dilatory in their confultations at a
" diftance, which gave time to reinforce the place with
" regular troops, mihtia, and favages ; Sir Williambom-
" barded the town from four velTels, and did damage to
*•* the value of five or fix piftoles ; in the town were only
*' twelve great guns, and very little ammunition."

Anno 171 1, the fcheme and expedition for reducing

of Qiiebec and Placentia, and confequently all Canada
and Newfoundland, to ingrof&the Cod-fiihery [j], was

duced by a force from Great-Britain will fave us both men and money,
and effeflually bring all Canada into our hands.) Some evil genius

feems to prefide or prevail at prefent, by the apparent deftrudtion of

the perfons and efFefts of this jaded province of Maffachuffetts-Bay.

When I happen upon this fubjedl, I cannot avoid being more fan-

guine (but in truth) than fome Paper-money patriots may judge feafon-

able : that I may not preclude what is to be f^id in the Appendix, con-

cerning Plantation Paper Currencies, I fhall only inftance the vaft in-

credible damages that perfonal eftates have fufFered in New England,
by depreciation of denominations from the multiplying of a nominal
Paper Currency. Anno 1 71 1, by aft of afTembly the exchange of the
government bills upon account of the fham Canada expedition, was
fixed at 140 New-England for loe fterling. At prefent in the fpring,

anno 1748, it is with merchants 1000 New-England for lOO fterling,

perhaps from mal-adminiftration only.

[i] Or rather to draw off fome of our troops from annoying the

French in Flanders, and finally by mifcarrying to contribute towards
making the people of Great-Britain tired of the war with France.

X 4 concerted
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concerted by the new minillry, follicited by Nicholfon

;

[/] the regiments of Kirk, Hill, Windrefs, Clayton, and
Kaine, from Flanders, together with Seymour's Difnay's,

and a battalion of marines from England, under the

command of brigadier Hill, brother to the new favourite

Mrs. Malham, in forty tranfports, with a fquadron of

twelve line of battle Ihips, feveral frigates, two bomb-
vefTels, a fine train of artillery under col. King, with forty

fine horfes, and fix ftore fhips ; they failed from England
April 28, arrived at Bofton, June 25: by order from

home there was a congrefs at New-London of all our

plantation governors north of Penfylvania with Nichol-

fon, to concert meafures ; to the Britifh troops were

joined two regiments from Maflachuflets-Bay, Rhode
Ifland, and New-Hamplhire, to attack Quebec, while

the militia from Connefticut, New-York, and Jerfeys,

with the Indians of the Five Nations, fo called, under

general Nicholfon, marched by land from Albany, Aug.

20, to attack Montreal for diverfion. It [u] was alledged,

that they were retarded at Bofton for want of provifions ;

they did not fail till July 30 ; there were fixty-eight vef-

fels, carrying 6463 troops; Auguft 18, they anchored

in the bay or harbour of Gafpee, on the fouth fide of the

entrance of St. Laurence river, to wood and water. Aug.

23, in the night-time, contrary to the advice of the pi-

lots, in a fog they fell in with the north Ihore, and, upon

[t] Four of the principal men of the five Indian Tribes or Nations*

who lie between our fettlements and Canada, called the Four Kings,

were fent over to England to perfuade this expedition.

[a] Sir Hovenden Walker wrote to governor Dudley in Bofton, *' I
** concur with the opinion of all the fea and land officers here, that the

*' government of this colony have prejudiced the prefent expedition
** inftead of affifting it."

Admiral Walker having demanded a fupply of failors, the governor

and cpuncil reprefent, That the ordinary guards for the fea-coaft and

inland forces, with thofe detached for the prefent. expedition, are up-

wards of two thoufand men ; which, upon a ftrifl examination into the

mufter-rolls, is more than one fifth of all the perfons within this gO'

vernment capable of bearing arms ; therefore it was inconfiftent with

the fafety of this her majefty's province to fpare any more men : there

were 1

1

60 efFe6ltve land-forces, and 1 60 Tailors in our tranfports.

I the
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the iflands of eggs, loft[ce;] eight tranlports, and 884
men. In a council of war, it was refolved, that, by rea-

fon of the ignorance of the pilots, it was impra(5licable

to proceed ; and that advice Ihould be fent to recall general

Nicholfon from proceeding to Montreal. The fleet an-

chored in Spanifh river off Cape-Breton, Sept. 4, and, in

a general council of war, it was refolved not to attempt

any thing againfl [x] Placentia, but to return to Great-

Britain. They failed from Spanifh river Sept. 16, and in

twenty one days were in foundings near the channel of
England. Od:. 1 6, at St. Helen's, the Edgar, with the

admiral's journals and other papers, was blown up, and
the voyage (as fome fay) in that inhuman wicked manner
fettled. The charge incurred by the province of MafTa-

chufetts-Bay was fomething more than 24,000/. flerling

allowed by parliament, and converted into debentures

transferrable, and bearing intereft -, it is probable the Maf-
fachuffetts demand of 1 78,000 /. fterling charges incurred

in reducing Louilbourg, may be fatisfied in the fame
manner j thefe debentures to be transferrable only towards

cancelling the provincial bills of public credit, that ac-
cursed PAPER CURRENCY, in which the honeft, induflri-

ous, frugal people have loft almoft the whole of their

perfonal eflates by depreciations ; but not to be intrufted

in any fhape with fallacious money-making and indebted

g—rs and a—lies.

[w] Whereof one was a New-England viftualler, whofe men were
faved.

[*1 By an intercepted letter from Cafta Bella governor of Placentia,

to M. Pontchartrain French fecretary of ftate, it appears, that the

French had not exceeding 700 men in that garrifon and country, con-
fequently muft have proved an eafy conqueft.

When they muftered at Spanifh river, the number of men aboard the

men of war and tranfports were 7643. Although they had not exceed-
ing ten weeks provifion, at fhort allowance, in two or three days Pla-

centia might have been reduced, garrifoned, and the fleet difpatched t6

Great-Britain without fufFering for want of provifions : 1 cannot fay
fuch was the fatality, but fuch was the dellination of the affair by a
IfVJcked miniftry.

to
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Our [jy] next Canada expedition proved abortive in a
Ihorter time from the conception ; but may be fuppofed

to have been occafioned by fome natural good [z] policy

caufes, and not from premeditated defigned means of
mifcarriage, as in the former. By orders dated—April,

1 746, from the duke pf Newcaftle, fecretary of ftate at the

court of Great-Britain ; all the Britifli governors in Nort-h-

America are required to raife each of them, fo many inde-

pendent companies of 100 men, as they can fpare and ef-

fe6t : thofe of New-York, New-Jerfeys, Penfylvania,

Maryland, and Virginia, to be formed into one corps, to

[y] Romantic expeditions have been the bane of ournprthern colo-

nies', by incurring a paper public credit, made a currency and legal

tender. The ill concerted, and worfe executed, expedition, anno 1 6go,

againft Canada, introduced this vicious currency : the very, very, very

rafh, but very, very, very fortunate expedition againft Cape-Breton or

Louifbourg, I hope may terminate public paper currency ; the damage
to aliinduftrious frugal people is flagrant, that is, filver, by this expe-

dition, from 30 J. per oz. was depreciated to 60 s. per oz. Thus all good
honeft men (real eftates, fpecialties, the falaries and wages of our le-

giflatures excepted) loft one half of their eftates ; and by taxes to can-

cel this debt, lofe, in courfe of years, perhaps one quarter more of
their principal eftates, that is, the induftrious and frugal, from the be-

ginning of the projed of the Cape Breton expedition, in the fpace of

two years have loft three quarters of their eftates : if reimburfed from
the parliament of Great-Britain, the taxes being only one quarter will

be eafed : fome fay this is the natural confequence from the indebted

members of the legiflature.

[z\ Vulgar minds cannot dive into myfteries of ftate, no more than

into myfteries of religion; that is, whether this not followed Canada
expedition was only a feint, to make the French fecure and guardlefs

upon the coaft of Britany; that the Ihips, merchandize, and ftores at

Port Louis, Port L'Orient, &c. might fall an eafy prey : or, whether

the allowing duke d'Anville's fquadron, with land-forces, to fail early

in the fummer without moleftation in Europe and America ; was, that

Cape-Breton might fall into the French hands again, or that they might

reduce Annapolis with Nova Scotia to be delivered up again to Britain

at a peace, as an equivalent for Louift^ourg with Cape- Breton iflands,

if not retaken by the French : this may be imagined from the delay

of Leftock's and lieutenant-general St. Clair's failing, 'till too late in

the year, and afterwards, by a feint, converting the expedition into a

defcent upon the coaft of Britany, to abate the popular clamour for

their not proceeding againft Canada ; all this to prevent puzzling in a

fubfequeiit congrefs for a peace.

be
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be commanded by brigadier Gooch, lieutenant-governor

of Virginia ; the king to be at the charge of arming, pay-

ing, and cloathing of thefe troops, but the leveral colo-

nies to furnifh levy-money and viftualling -, Virginia fent

^wo companies, Maryland three, Penfylvania four, the

Jerfeys five, New-York fifteen, being twenty- nine compa-
nies ; thefe were defigned againft Crown-Point, and from
thence againft Montreal ; the two Virginia companies re-

mained in the fort of New-York, the regular troops were

fent upon the expedition •, the yellow fever at this time

prevailed at Albany, therefore the troops for the expedi-

tion rendezvous at Saratago, about thirty miles higher up
Hudfon's river : Mafiachufetts-Bay raifed twenty compa-

nies, Connefticut ten, Rhode- iiland three, New-Hamp-
fhire two, being thirty-fi;ve companies. Thefe were to join

the Britifh land-forces under lieutenant-general St. Clair,

with a fquadron of men of war from England to reduce

Quebec, and all Canada, whileGooch was making a diver-

lion at Montreal, fixty leagues farther up the river of St,

Laurence ; thefe colony militia were to receive part of the

booty, and to be fent home when the fervice was over.

Admiral Leftock's being appointed commander of the

fquadron deilined for this expedition, in place of admiral

Warren, a man of integrity, and the delays until too late

in the year, plainly evinced that the reduction of Canada
at that time was not intended. As the governors of the

feveral colonies had no inftruftions to difmifs their levies ;

thefe levies were continued on foot ; the MalTachufetts

men were difpofed into two regiments of Waldo's and
Dwight's •, at the requeft of governor Mafcarene, five or

fix of Waldo's companies, the three companies of Rhode-
illand, and the two companies of New-Hampfhire, were

[a] fent for the protection of Nova Scotia ; the other

[a] The three companies from Rhode-ifland were fliipwrecked near

Martha's vineyard ; the two companies of NewHampfhire went to

fea, but for fome trifling reafon put back, and never proceeded : the

want of thefe five companies was the occafion of our forces being over-

1500
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1500 men were defigned to join the fouthern levies, in

order to reduce [b'\ Crown-Point fort, built by the

French as a rendezvous and place of arms for difturb-

ing our fettlements of New-England and New- York;
fee p. II. Some mifunderftanding between the feveral

governments, and the contagious ficknefles which pre-

vailed about Albany, prevented the prolecution of this

defign : the order for difmiffing or dilbanding of the Ca-
nada levies, did not arrive until Oftober, anno 1 747 j

they were accordingly difmifled, and have produced an-

other crop of idlers, the bane of all countries.

Here we fliall continue the hiftory of the feveral bick-

erings or fldrmifhes which we have had in Nova Scotia

iwith the Canadians, the other French, and their Indians.

After the redudion of Port-Royal or Annapolis-Royal

by general Nicholfon, anno 17 10, notwithftanding that

by the capitulation, the inhabitants without the Banlieu

were to be \c] Neutrals, they continued their hoftiHties

;

hoflilities continuing, the French mifTionary prieft, and

powered by the Canadians at Minas with a confiderable flaughter. I

nfe this expreffion, becaufe many of them were not fairly killed in a
jailitary manner.
Here I cannot avoid mentioning the impropriety of the expreffion

AUXILIARIES, which properly fignifies foreign troops in aid ; whereas
the troops fent from New-England for the proteftion of Nova Scotia,

belonged to the fame crown or dominion, and perhaps may more pro-

perly be called fuccours, or reinforcements.

[h] Formerly New-England was generally in the time of the French

wars annoyed from the north-eaftward : but this war our annoyance is

iiorth-weftward, that is, from Crown Point. In former wars there

was a neutrality between the New-York or Mohawk Indians and the

French Indians j fo that a confiderable trade was eaftly carried on be.

tween Albany and Montreal, to the advantage of the people of New-
York, and difadvantage of Canada. The French erefted this fort,

1. To prevent this difadvantageous intercourfe of trade. 2. To ex»

tend their claims of dominion and foil. 3. The better to difturb our

fettlements in the times of war. New-York government, in former

French wars, did not fufFer ; in this war they have fuffered much.
[f] At prefent it feems an impropriety in the officers of the troops

and garrifon of Annapolis, and in the neighbouring governments of

New-England, to call the French inhabitants of Nova Scotia, neu-

five



Sect. VII. 0/ Nova Scotia. 317

five of the principal inhabitants upon the river of An-
napolis, were feized and kept as hoftages, for the inha-

bitants future good behaviour -, even notwithftanding

this precaution, capt. Pigeon, with fixty men being lent

up the river for timber to repair the fort, they were way-
laid by the French and their Indians ; this party were all

killed or made captives.—Many other hoftiHties were

committed.

After the peace of Utrecht, a tranquillity continued

till the war between New-England and their eaftern In-

dians. The French miffionaries perfuaded the Indians,

that the EngUfli had encroached upon their lands. Anno
1 72 1, in June, capt. Blin, a Nova Scotia trader, Mr.
Newton colle6lor of Nova Scotia, and others, were made
captives by the Indians at Palamaquady, but were fooii

releafed, becaufe governor Doucet of Annapolis had made
a rcprifal of twenty-two Indians. Along Cape-Sable

Ihore the Indians began to infult our fifhing veflels : in

July, thefe Indians take feveral fifhing veflelson the Cape-

Sable coaft, kill and captive many of their men •, governor

Philips at Canfo fits out two armed floops ; they kill and
take captive many Indians, and put an end to the Indian

fea-roving, anno 1724. Anno 1723, July 15, the Indians,

at Canfo upon Durrel's ifland kill capt. Watkins, two
more men, one woman andone child. Anno 1724, in July,

a party of Indians attack Annapolis of Nova Scotia, they

burn two houfes, and kill one ferjeant, and one private

man of a party that fallied : in the fort they [d] Ihot and
fcalped one of the Indian prifoners as a reprifal for the In-

dians (hooting and fcalping of fergeant M'^ Neal ; and

TRALs, becaufe, T. Thefe French inhabitants, with their Indians,

continued our enemies and, in faft, killed and captivated many Britilh

peopk, in breach of tliis neutrality, z. By the treaty of Utrecht, the

whole province of Nova Scotia, or L'Acadie, was abfolutely ceded t<i

Great-Britain. 3. The principal men of the French inhabitants have
taken the oaths of allegiance to the crown of Great-Britain.

[</] In fome Chriftlan countries fuch reprifals in cold blood upon
people not perfonally guilty, would have been deemed barbarous and
injxnman.

burn
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burn two French houfes as a reprifal for the two Englilh
houfes biirnt; feveral Englifh living without the fort.

were made captive, but foon ranfomed by the French.
From this time until the French war in the fpring,

anno 1744, this negledled nori-effedtive garrifon of An-
napolis continued in a profound peace, and fupine indo-

lence. In the beginning of the prefdnt French war, the

fort of Annapolis was in a miferable condition ; the gar-

rifon foldiers did not exceed eighty men, capable of fa-

tiguing duty ; hogs and Iheep from without pafled the

foflees or ditches, and mounted the ramparts at pleafure.

War was declared by Great- Britain againft France (the

French had declared war fome weeks before) anno 1 744,
March 29 ; the proclamation of war did not arrive in

Bofton until June 2 ; the French of Cape-Breton were
more early in their intelligence, and the garrifon of the

not tenable poft of Canfo could not (in cafe the general

inftrudions were fuch) have timely advice to abandon
it ; accordingly about 900 men, regular troops and mi-,

litia, were, by M. Duquefnel governor, fent under M.
Du Vivier fi'om Louilbourg-, they feize Canfo May 13 j

there were four incomplete companies of Philip's regi-

ment in garrifon, not exceeding eighty men, with a man
of war tender •, the French burn the fmall fettlement,

conditions were, to be carried to Louilbourg, and to

continue there one year, and thence to be fent to Bofton
or Annapolis ; but were fent to Bofton fooner.

In June, afew fmall veiTels (Delabrotz, afterwards taken
by the Maflachufetts-Bay province fnow privateer, comr
mander) from Louilbourg annoy St. Peter's, and fome
other fmall harbours of Newfoundland weft of Placentia,

and threatened Placentia fort.

\i\ Beginning of June, about 300 Cape-Sable and St.

John's Indians, under the diredion of a French miflionary

[V] Here we may obferve the forwardnefs and adlivity of the Freuch
nation, upon the breaking out of a war, who thereby have a confidera-

ble advantage over the unpreparednefs and dilatorinefs of their ene-

Ipies : from that national nufance Cape-Bretoh, an eifeftual French

prieft.
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prieft, M. liUttre, attempted the fort of Annapolis •

they burnt the out-houfes, deftroyed fome cattle, killed

two men, fummoned the garrifon to fiirrender, promif-

ing good quarters, otherwile threatened to ftorm them^

upon the arrival of fome French for(ies which they ex-

pected from Louifbourg ; but upon the arrival of the

province fnow privateer beginning of July from Bofton

with the firll company of militia (the government of
Maflachufetts-Bay raifed four companies to reinforce the

garrifon of Annapolis; they broke up, and returned td

Minas (or les Mines) and the women and children of

Annapolis removed to Bofton for fafety.

In September, Du Vivier v/ith fixty regular troops from
Louifbourg, and about 700 militia and Indians (the above

mentioned Indians joined him) upon the arrival of all

the MafTachufettsfuccours, particularly ofcapt. Gorham's
Indian rangers (Du Vivier had lain fome v/eeks near

Annapolis fort) he retired to Minas : feveral meffages

which" have been cenfured, palTed between him and the

garrifon officers of Annapolis, the moil favourable ac-

count, is, That Du Vivier acquainted them that he ex-

pefted (in the mean time they might have good terms of
capitulation) from Louifbourg fome men of vrar, one of

70 guns, one of ^6 guns, and one of 30 guns, with can-

non, mortars, and Itores, and a reinforcement of 250 more
troops; the anfwer of the garrifon, \yas, That when this

force arrived, it was time enough to make propofals :

After he had tarried there three weeks, difappointed and

place of arms to diftrefs the Britifli North-America colonies, at once
and before we had notice from home of a French war, there- iffued

three expeditions, m%. againft Placentia, Canfo, and Annapolis-Royal

;

Duquefnel (otherwife a good officer) governor of Cape-Breton, erred

in being too forward ; he had inftruftions along with the declaration of
w;a.r, not to attempt any expedition (this I learnt from M. le Marquis
4^ la Maifon fort, commander of a French man of war, the Vigilant

of 64 guns, taken by commodore Warren and captain Douglafs) until

farther orders from the French cotirt; perhaps, as Louifbourg was ill

garrifoned, it was fufpefted that fuch expeditions might alarm the

neighboijring populous Britifh colonies, and prompt them to the re-

dudlion of. Louifbourg, as it really happened with good fucccfs.

...
.'. 4 " " - ' difcon-
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difcontented, he retired to Minas -, next day after his de-

camping fome trifling vefTels with cannon, mortars, and
warlike ftores, arrived in the bafon of Annapolis, and
hearing ofDu Vivier*s being withdrawn, they were afraid

of our frigates annoying of them •, they foon removed,

and as it happened, they narrowly efcaped our velTels :

'

Du Vivier from Minas went to [/] Bay Vert, and thence

to Canada, and from thene home to France.

As the Cape-Sable and St. John's Indians, perfifted in

their hoftilities againft the fubjeds of Great-Britain ; in

November 1744, the government of the MafTachufetts-

Bay declares war againft them, declaring them enemies

and rebels ; becaufe they had joined the French enemy in

blocking up Annapolis •, had killed fome Britifh fub-

je6ts, and had committed other depredations : the Pafa-

maquady, Penobfcot, Noridwoag, Pigwocket, and other

Indians weftward of St. John's, are forbid to have any

correfpondence with thofe Indian rebels : for all Indians

cartward of a line, beginning at three miles eaft of Pafa-

maquady, and running north to St. Laurence river, the

government fettles for a fhort time premiums, viz. 1 00 /.

new [g] tenor, for a male of 1 2 Mi, and upwards fcalped, i
and 105/. new tenor if captivated; for women and

children 50 /. fcalps, ^^ I. captives. Sometime after-

wards it was found that the Penobfcot and Noridgwog
Indians alfo joined with the French ; the affembly of

Maflachufetts-Bay colony, Aug. 23, 1745, extend the

premiums for fcalps and captivated Indians to all places

weft of Nova Scotia, 250 /. new tenor to voluntiers, aad

100/. new tenor to troops in pay [h)].

[f] Bay Vert is the embarkadier from Canada to annoy Annapolis,

and other places in Nova Scotia. Here are only four miles land-

carriage to Chicanedlo bay, which falls into the great bay of Fundi

of Nova Scotia. Upon this pafs a fort would be of good fervice to

prevent Canada incurfions, and to obviate the perverting of the French

inhabitants of L'Acadie from their allegiance to the crown of Greac

Britain.

[g\ Whereof at prefent, anno 1748, 50;. is equal to 20/. ftcrling}

eM tenor is only one quarter of new tenor.

[y] li Du Vivier, with his 900 men, which reduced Canfo, had di-

AnnQ
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Anno 1745, in May, M. Martin, a lieutenant from
Canada, captain of a company of Savages or Indian

rangers, a true partizan, with about 900 raggamuffins,

Canadians, other French and Indians, comes before

Annapolis ; they continued but a fhort time, and return-

ed to Minas ; and, I fuppofe, by orders from Louifbourg,

went to relieve Louifbourg at that time befiged : captain

Donahew, in the fervice of the Maffachufetts colony,

met with them in Afmacoufe harbour June 15, being
two (loops, two fcooners, and about fixty large canoes ;

upon the further appearance of Beckett and Fones, this

body of French and Indians retired and returned to Minas.

From that time, until de Ramfay's attempt in September,

1 746, the garrifon of Annapolis fufFered no infults.

From the beginning of this French war, there have
been quartered at Minas and Chicane<5lo and the neigh-

bouring French villages, a difperfed number of officers

and foldiers from Canada ; but from Martin's leaving:

Annapolis in the beginning of July, 1745, to the arrival

of de Ramfay in September, 1 746, the garrifon of Anna-
polis enjoyed their wonted Reft.

In the furnmer 1746, a force of about 1600 men, re-

gular marine troops, Canadian militia, and Coureurs des

Bois, with French Indians, under the command of M.
de Ramfay, arrive in Minas, to join the forces expefled

from France under [z] the duke d'Anville. They were

reflly proceeded to Annapolis, and been joined by the Cape Sable and
St. John's Indians, he muft infallibly, and with eafe, have redaced,

Annapolis.

[zj Inthefpring 1746, the French fitted a ftrong armament at Breft

to be commanded by the duke d'Anville, lieutenant-general des Armees
navales, to recover Louifbourg, and diflrefs the Britifh North-America;
they did not fail from Rochelle until June 22 ; they efcaped or were
overlooked by the Britifh admiral Martin's fquadron of obfervation :

the court of Great-Biiiain had certain information of their being failed,

and of their deftination ; but perhaps for certain reafons of flat?, did
not fend after them, though we had at that time an equal or better ar-

mament ready to fail. This French fleet, after a tedious paiTage, and
having fufFered in a Itorm near the ifland of Sable, did not arrive off

Chebudlo in Nova Scotia until Sept. 10. The armament confifted of

Vol. I. Y much
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iliuch carelTed by our French fubjeds there ; and our

Minas fubjedts, gave to the garrilbn of AnnapoHs de-

eleven line of battle Ihips, fome frigates, two fire-fiiips, tranfports, &c.
having 3 i 50 land-forces aboard. Duke d'Anville's inflrudlions were,

to proceed againft Louilbourg, and, when taken, to difmantle it;

thence to proceed againft Annapolis in Nova Scotia, and when taken,

to garrifon it ; thence he was to fail for Bofton, and burn it ; after-

wards in ranging along he was to annoy and diftrefs the coaft of North-
America ; and finally to vifit our Welt-India fugar iflands.

D'Anville detached three capital fhips and a frigate, under the con*-

mand of M, Conflans, to convoy the trade to Cape Fran5ois in Hifpa-

iliola, and to return and join the grand fquadron; thefe were the four

French men of war which near Jamaica fell in with a Britifh fquadron

commanded by commodore Mitchel; but Mitchel, in efFeft, refufed

taking of them. M. Conflans* orders were, that for advice, he was to

cruize upon the Cape Sable fhore, between Cape Negroe and Cape
Sambro, for a limited time, and then to fail direftly for France ; they

received no advice, and jn'ever joined d'Anville's fquadron ; thefe were
the fhips that fpoke with fome of our fifhing fcooners, and gave a feint

chace to the Hinchinbrook man of war fnow Sept. 15 ; they avoided

giving any alarm to our Louifbourg fquadron.

This Frenclvarmanent, from their being long aboard befote they;

failed, and from a tedious pafTage, were become very fickly (duke d'An-

ville died, and was buried at Chebufto) they put in to Chebufto har-

bour, landed and encamped to recruit their health ; in this place, near

one half of their people died of fcorbutic putrid fevers and dyfenteries ;

the Nova Scotia Indians frequented them much; and this camp i'lnefs

becoming contagious, the Nova Scotia Indians were reduced to above

one third : they were fupplied with frefh provifions from our French

dillrifts of Minas, Cobequid, Pifaquid, and ChicaneiSto ; the French

commiflaries or purfers of the fquadron paid according to inftruclions,

not only for this frefh ftock, but fcn" all the provifions furnifhed to the

Canadians and their Indians^ from the commencement of this war.

Our fquadron at Cape-Breton, under admiral Townlhend, did not vifit

the French fleet when diftrefled.

— The feafon of the year being too far advanced, their ftrength much
impaired, the detached four men of war not having joined them,

and from difappointments, and the officers in a fret with one another^

it was refolved in a council of war to proceed againft Annapolis-Royar

of Nova Scotia : they failed from Chebufto, 0(aoberi3i after fout

days they met with a ftorm off Cape Sable, and in a council of wat

it was refolved to return diredlly for France. Two of the fquadron

were in the bay of Fundi, fliips of 60 and 36 guns ; that of 36 guns

came into the bafon. Our fhips, the Chefler, Shirley, and Ordnance

frigate, well-manned with land-forces, went in chace of them ; the

Oieller ran aground : the French fhips, after having put alhsre an ex-

4 CEITFUL,
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CEITFUL, and no other intelligence. Here they conti-

nued fome months •, but the winter feafon approaching,

and no tidings of the French armament, the French
troops deemed it advifable to return to Canada. In their

return, duke d'Anville*s armament arrives in Chebufto
of Nova Scotia, and an exprefs was fent to recall them ;

about 400 of them were overtaken, and returned with

de Ramfay, Culon, and la Come, three captains of
marines, and chevaliers or knights of the order of St.

Louis. Towards die end of September, de Ramfay
tomes before Annapolis, made no alTault, but encamped
at fome diftance ; the Chefler man of war of 50 guns,

the Shirley frigate of 20 guns, and the Ordnance
fchooner, at that time were in the bafon of Annapolis ;

three companies of reinforcements for the garrifon from
Boftori were arrived, and de Ramfay having had advice

of the French fleet being returned to France, made the

French decamp Odober 22, and return to Minas.

.prefs, with advice to De Ramfay, that the French fleet were returned

to France, efcaped and continued their voyage home.
This French armament upon the coaft, for very good reafons, alarm-

ed Bofton ; in a few days, with great expedition, it was reinforced by
6400 country inland militia ; the militia of the fea coaft countries re-

mained at home for their own defence, to prevent depredations. Upon
occafion Connedlicut was to have fent us 6000 men, being about one
half of their militia.

The French^in Chebu6lo were eight fhips of the line, whereof the
Perfait was burnt, as incapable to proceed ; upon the coaft of France,
the Nottingham took the Mars ; the Exeter drove the Ardent afhore,

and burnt her: this was the fate of the great French armada or' arma-
ment againft the Britilh North-American colonies.

The Britifh fquadron, commanded at firft by admiral Warren, and
afterwards by admiral Leftock, with land-forces under the command of
lieutenant-general St. Clair, which feemed deftined againft Canada,
and to obferve the French fquadron in North-America, after many
delays, on account of contrary winds and other pretences, was con-
verted to an invafion upon the coaft of Britanny: the troops landed at

Quimperley bay, Sept. 20, and bombarded Fort I'Orient ; Sept. 26,
the troops retreated, and left four pieces of cannon, and. a ten- inch
mortar, ammunicion, and ftores ; fome marines and faiiors were left

behind; Od. i, they embarked at Quimperley ; afterwards fome Jand
at Quiberon, and did a fmall matter of-damage.

Y 2 His
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His defign was to quarter at Minas and Chicaneflo-,

during the winter, and to join the French fleet and land-

forces, which were expe6led to reduce Annapolis, in the

fummer -, governor Mafcarene of Annapolis, judged that

in addition to the three companies of voluntiers which
arrived from Bofton in autumn, 1060 men of reinforce-

ments from New-England, might be fufficient to dif-

lodge the French enemy, and to confume (by purchafe)

all the French inhabitants provifions produced there, in ;

time coming to prevent the fubfiftence of the enemy,
who might lodge there and corrupt the inhabitants ; and
Britiih forces being quartered among them, might in-

fluence them to continue in their allegiance to the crown
of Great-Britain: MaflTachuflTetts-Bay afl^mbly vote 500
men to be fent, Rhode-ifland 300 men, and New-
Hampfliire 200 men ; the Rhode-ifland men were fliip-

wrecked near Martha's Vineyard ; thofe from New-
Hampfliire fet out, but put back upon fome trifling exr

cufe, and never proceeded ; the 500 men from Boflron

only arrived •, the difappointment of the Rhode-ifland

and New-Hampfliire men was the reafon of our fub-

fequent difafler at Minas.

Our firfl: parcel, under captain Morris, arrived at

Minas Dec. 12 •, when ail were arrived, they did not ex-

ceed 470 men, befides officers-, water-carriage in the

winter-feafon being impradicable, they marched by land

thirty leagues, with much hardfliip, in eight days \ every

man let out with fourteen days provifion upon his back ;

the main body was quartered at Grand Pre, in a very

loofe, ifl-contrived, fcattered fituation, but upon alarm

to repair to the main guard ; col. Noble fuperfeded col.

Gorham in the chief command*, Gorham and major

Phillips, with a fmall efcorte, fet out for Annapolis

Jan. 29 •, they were but nin? miles on their way, when
the French began their attack.

The French, well informed of our fcattered fituation,

as to cantonment, and not regularly provided with am-
munition and provifion, fet out from Chicanedo Jan. 8,

for
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for Minas, which, by heading ofcreeks and rivers, is about

thirty leagues diftance, and by exciiriions to bring along

as many of the fettlers and Indians as poffible, did not ar-

rive at Minas until Jan. 31, and began about three hours

in the morning by many diftant attacks or onfets at th^'

fame time, in parties of leventy to fifty men. They were

about 600 of the enemy, Canadians, inhabitants, and
French ladians ; they killed many of our men in a moft

inhuman bafe manner ; col. Noble, lieuts. Lechemore
(nephew to the late lord Lechemore) Jones, Pickering,

enfign Noble, with about feventy ferjeants, corporals,

and private men ; made prifoners capt. Dcane, lieut.

Gerrifii, and enfign Newton, in all about fixty-nine men,

the wounded included ; many of the prifoners were fet

at liberty.

The French were well provided v/ith fnow-fhoes -,

this neceffary winter-marching article we neglected : how-
ever, a confiderable number of our men got together,

but as they had not exceeding eight fhot per man, and

provifions being fcanty, they capitulated, i. We are to

march off with arms Ihouldered, drums beating, colours

flying, through a lane of the enemy with reited fire-

locks. 2. To be allowed fix days provifion, one pound
of powder, with ball. 3. Not to carry arms in the bays

of Minas and Chicanefto for fix months.

De Ramfay, being lame, was not in this onfet, M.
Culon had the ciDmmand ; and after Culon was wounded,

M. La Corne commanded: this affair being over, they

returned to Chicanedo, and expefting La Jonquiere's

iquadron with land-forces from France in the fummerj
they continued at Minas and Chicanefto, until they re-

ceived advice by fome fiorefhips for Canada, which had
'efcaped [i^] ofLa Jonquiere's fleet being deftroyed, May
3, 1747 : then they returned to Canada, and, have givei)

^
\k'] Anno 1747, in the fpring, the French Brefl: and Rochfort fleets

joined at Rodielle, and failed from thence; they confifted of thirty-

eight fail, mz. feven men of war from 74 to 44 guns; of thefe the

Invincible of 74 guns, and a frigate of 44 guns (the only man of war

Y 3 no
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no further difturbance to Nova Scotia : notwithftanding,

for the better fecurity of the fort and garrifon of Annapo-
lis, MafTachufetts-Bay, this fpring, 1748, fends a rein-

forcement of feven companies of miUtia.

Having briefly related the French bickerings with us

in Nova Scotia, we proceed to fome further accounts of

that country.

Anrapolis, in 44 D. 40 M. N- Lat. tide thirty-three

feet, Ues upon a fine bafon ; but the rapid tides in the bay

of Fundi make a difficult navigation. Into this bafon

comes a river of good water-carriage, without falls for

twenty -five miles; and near it are feveral fm all villages

or parcels of French fettlements, which, in time of peace,

plentifully and cheaply, fuppiy the garrifon with frefh

provifions and other neceffaries. From Cape Anne
near Bofton harbour, to Cape Sable, are eighty feven

that efcaped being taken) were to convoy the fix Eaft-India (hips ; the

other five men of war, with tranfports and merchantmen, having fol-

diers, ftores. and goods aboard, were defigncd for Nova Scotia and

Canada. Admiral Anfon and Warren, with thirteen line of battle

Jhips, two frigates, and a firefhip, fell in with them, May 3, in N. I^t.

43 D. ^6 M. and fruftrated two French expeditions to North-Amerifa
and to the Eaft-Indies ; fix of the men of war were taken, all the fix

Eaft-India company ihips, and many of the tranfports ; we had from
400- ' to 5C00 French prifoners, with their commodore or admiral M. de

la Jonquiere chef d'Efcadre, an old man of 70 ^t. all this was effedled

with a very inconfiderable lofs ofmen ; feyen companies of Frampton's

regiment were aboard (the other three companies were in the grand

battery of Loui/hourg in Cape-Breton) and behaved well. M. de St.

George, a knight of Malta, commanded that part of the fleet which
was bound to the Eaft»Indies,

. I fhall but juft mention (becaufe not nearly related to our fubjeft)

theadtion of admiral Havvke, 0(51.14,1747, near Cape Finifterre, with

* fquadron of fourteen capital ihips ; he fell in with a French fleet

cpmmanded hy M. d? TEntendiere, chef d'Efcadre, of eight large line

of battle fliips, and i 80 merchantmen ; four of the men of war were

deflined to bring home a fleet from Martinique; only tvyo of 'the

French ,men of war efcaped ; the merchantmen, in the time of the

adtion, made the beft of their way, but fome were picked up by our

privateers foon after, and in the Weil-Iodies.

leagues;
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leagues •, from Cape Sable to Annapolis ai'e thirty

leagues ; capt. Campbell in the Squirrel man of wa;r,

failed from Marblehead near Boflon harbour (lliorteft

courfe) in twenty-three hours. The Englifh have no
other footing in this province, befides the fort of Anna-
polis ; and before this French war, a fmall fifliery at

Canfo.

Aglate la Tour, grand daughter to the before menti-

oned La Tour, by management and for fmall confidera-

tions, obtained procurations and quit-claims, from all the

heirs of La Tour, and Belle-ifle ; fhe married a fubaltern

officer in Phillips's regiment ; Ilie went to England, and
fold the feigneurie or property of all the province to the

crown of Great-Britain, anno 1731, for 2000 guineas;

the fole property of all the province is now in the crown,

and at prefent yields not exceeding 17 /. fterling^fr annum
quit-rent. By the peace of Utrecht, the French in Nova
Scotia, upon their taking the Britifh government oaths,

were to continue in their poffeflions ; the not appro-

priated lands by the king of Great-Britain's inftruftions

were referved for proteftant fubjefts [/] ; notwithftanding

this inftruflion, the French Roman catholic fubjedts,

as they fwarm (as they multiply in families) make free

with thefe crown lands.

Anno 1717, col. Phillips was appointed governor of

Nova Scotia in Place of Vetch, and of Newfoundland
in place of Moody -, the four independent companies

of Annapolis, and the four independent companies of

Placentia, with two more additional companies, were re-

[/] Perhaps governor Phillips and lieutenant-governor Armftrong,

for fecret valuable coniiderations, made to the French Inhabitants fome
conceffions, indulgencies, or connivences. When we recolleft fuch

mercenary connivences of governors ; and while our French inhabi-

tants retain a language and religion the fame with France, our natural

enemy, and entirely different from that of Great-Britain ; they mutt
naturally and unavoidably, upon any mifunderilanding between the

Britilh and French, favour the French intereft : therefore they muft be
removed by fome fubfequent treaty, or be elbowed fiJUt, or their

language and religion muft gradually be changed,

Y 4 gimented
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gimented in his favour, making a reduced or reformed

regiment of445 men, officers mcluded. After the French

reduftion of Canfo, our foldiers prifoners arrived at An-
napolis, being about fixty men, the poor remains or re-

prefentatives of four companies ; three of thefe compa-
nies were incorporated with the five companies of Anna-
polis, and with the fourth company of Canfo. Thus at

Annapolis were fix companies, at Placentia one company,

and the three new companies to be fent from England to

St. John's in Newfoundland, made up the regiment of

ten companies, to be completed to 815 men, officers

included, the complement of a Britifh marching regi-

ment : the reinforcemiCnts and recruits for this regiment

from England, by mifmana^emjent and neo-lecSt were verv,

tmfortunate ; and the regiment remains in an abjedt low

eftate, though in time of war, and continual jeopardy,

from our neighbouring French, and armaments from

France.

In order to colonize this country, governor Phillips

had a royal inflruftion to form a council for the manage-

ment of the civil affairs of the province ; and according-

ly in April 1720, appointed twelve counfellors, viz.

JohnDoucet, lieutenant-governor, Laurence Armftrong,

Paul Mafcarene, Cyprian Southack, John Harrifon,

Arthur Savage, John Adams, Herbert Newton, William

Skeen, William Sherriff, Peter Boudrie, and Gillam

PhiUips, efqrs. By the fifth inftru6lion, if any of the

council be abfent from the province exceeding twelve

months, without leave from the commander in chief, or

abfent two years without the king's leave, his place Ihall

be deemed void or vacant. In the abfence of the gover-

nors and lieutenant-governor, the elded counfellor is to

a6t as prefident Of the council, and to take upon him the

government : thus anno 1739, upon the death of lieute-

nant-governor Armftrong, major Mafcarene, a foldier

from his youth, a gentleman of probity and exemplary

good life, became and continues prefident of the council,

^nd commander in chief for the time being, of the pro-

vince
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vince of Nova Scotia. As Mafcarfene was only major

of the regiment, and Cofby lieutenant-colonel of the regi-

ment, and lieutenant-governor of the fort of Annapolis,

and coniequently his fuperior officer, Cofby feemed to

difpute the command of the province ; but by an order

from home, it was determined, " That whatever rank
*' any perfon may have out of the council, he muftfubmit
" to the laws of feniority, which in civil government
" ought never to be difpenfed with, but by his majefty's
*' fpecial order under his fign manual." The governor

Phillips difputes the moiety of the falary which the com-
^ mander in chief of the province claims in the abfence of

the governor; but by an inftru6tion or order from home,
the forty-fecond inflruftion to the governor of Virginia,

is alfo direfted to take place in Nova-Scotia, viz. " Upon
*' the governor's abfence, one full moiety of the falary,

*' all perquifites, and emoluments whatlpever, fhall be
" paid and fatisfied unto fuch lieutenant-governor,
" commander in chief, or prefident of our council, who
" Ihall be refident upon the place for the time being,

"for the better fupport of the dignity of the govern-
" ment."

Col. Phillips, governor of Nova Scotia and Newfound-
land, and col. of a regiment in garrifons there, arrived

in Bofton 1720, 061. 4; upon his arrival in Nova Scotia

880 effecflive men of the French inhabitants, took the

oaths to the crown of Great-Britain. At this time, anno

1748, we reckon French inhabitants in Nova Scotia

from 3000 to 4000 fencible men ; Indians in Nova
Scotia not exceeding 250 marching men*, the contagious

diftempers of d'Anville's fleet reduced them very much.
Col. Phillips, with advice and content of his council,

is impowered to grant lands under certain limitations,

but in general at id. fterling per annum, per acre quit-

rent ; Roman catholics are excepted. Col Ph—ps had
fundry fums allowed by the board of ordnance for re-

pairing fortifications, and the like, at Annapolis and
C^nfoj and were convened, as is faid, to his own pro-

per
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per ufe. In time of peace, the garrifons in Nova Scotia

and Newfoundland, with a reduced regiment of foot and
detachments from the train, cofl Great-Britain about
15,000 /. per annum.

When Maffachufetts-Bay colony obtained a new char-
ter (their former charter was taken away at the fame
time with many corporation charters in England in the
end of the reign of Charles II, and beginning of the like

or more arbitrary reign of James II) 7th of Odtober,
1 69 1, Nova Scotia at that time in pofTeffion of the

French, was annexed (as was alfo Sagadahock, or duke
of York's property) to the Maffachufetts jurifdicflion, to

keep up the claim of Great-Britain ; Nova Scotia has
fmce been conllituted a feparate government ; and has

continued about forty years to this time, a nominal Bri-

tifli province without any Britifli fettlement, only an [w]
inngnificant preventive, but precarious fort and gar-

rilbn.

[tii] The regiments in garrifon at Louifhourg may be conveyed to

Nova Scotia, and cantoned amongft the French fettlements; after

fome fhort time to be diftanded, with fome encouragement of lands
and other things as fettlers. Thus we may by degrees elbow the

French out of their language and religion, and perhaps out of their

lands. As manyof them, difTatisfied with our neighbourhood, will

chafe to remove home to France, or retire to Canada ; the remainder
will in courf& continue in their allegiance to the crown of Great-Britain.

Nova Scotia has cOntinuedly been in the jurifdiftion of Great-Britain

for about forty years, and from the bad management of thofe con-
cerned, in all that time, not any family natives of Great-Britain, or of
Britifh extraft, have been induced to fettle there ; there are a few fa-

milies in and belonging to the garrifon of Annapolis.

Notwithftanding the expediency in giving up and demoliihing of
Xouilbourg, it may prove a puzzling affair, i . Becaufe contrary to the

prevailing popular opinion. 2. As the French have made no land
conquefts in any of the Britifh dominions, the French have no equi-

valent reftitution to make for Cape-Breton, unlefs by connivance, of
our miniflry, in neglefting the defence of Annapolis and Nova Scotia,

we give it to the French, to be made ufe of as an equivalent; if this

could be fuppofed, the prefent minifters will not heartily thank the bold
New-England ers for their great expence of men and money in the re-

dtiflion of Louiftourg, and -prefervation of Annapolis, but reckon them
effidoufly daring : notwithftanding the reprieve which thefe expeditions

As
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A.S this country is rude, a geographical defcrlption of

it cannot be expedred : it is a large extent of territory,

bounded weftward by the Bay of Fundi, and a line run*-

ning northward from St. John's river to St. Laurence

or Canada great river •, northward it is bounded by the

faid St. Laurence and gut of Canfo, which divides it

from the ifland of Cape-Breton j and fouth-eafterly it is'

bounded by Cape Sable Ihore.

The mod valuable article in this, province is the Cape-
Sable coaft, where is a continued range of codfiihing

banks, and many good harbours : it is true, that along

the Cape-Sable Ihore and Cape-Breton, for fome weeks

in fummer, there are continued fogs (as uport the banks

of Newfoundland) from the range of banks to the eaft-

ward, that the fun is not tp be feen, but without ilorms

or bad weather ; the reft of the year is clear weather,

very fuitable for dry cod-fifh. Along this coaft to keep

clear of lands-ends or promontories, of rocks, and of

fhoals, the courfes are, from Cape Anne near Bofton

to Cape-Sable E. by N. 87 leagues

to Cape-Sambro E. by N. half N. 50
to Canfo E. N, E. 45
to Louifbourg E. northerly 1

8

200 leagues.

Some of thefe harbours are called Port Latore, Port

Rofway, Port Metonne, Port Metway, La Have, Ma-
lagafti, Chebufto. In Chebu6lo, in the autumn 1746,
lay the French armada under duke d'Anville, deftined to

deftroy or diftref? all the Britifh North-America fettle-

ments : this bay and river of Chebu6lo bids fair in time

tp become the principal port of Nova Scotia and its me-
tropolis; from this there is good wheel land-carriage

communication with the bay of Minas, that is, with La

give, to debtOEs, and by ilretchin.g out paper-credit, depredate nominal

currepcy in favour of our landed debts ; perhaps a majority of the

leg—tare may favourably conftrue it as done, in duty to their country,

aiid ta the int^eft of all the dominions of Great-Britain.

Riviere
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Riviere des Habitants or La Prarie, with the river of
Cobaquid, the river of Pifaquid, and the beft parts of
the province. It is true, Annapohs hes upon a fine

bafon, and is more inland for a large vent or conilimp-

tion (thus London, Briftol, Liverpool, Glafgow have be-

come rich) but the country round it is bad, and the tides

of the bay of Fundi renders the navigation difficult.

Upon the oppofite or wefterly fhore of the bay of

Fundi, are the rivers of Pafamaquady and St. Croix, be-

ing about feventeen leagues N. W. from the gut or en-

trance of the bafon of Annapolis ; the river St. Croix is

the boundary between Nova Scotia government, and the

territory of Sagadahock, or the duke of York's pro-

perty ; for the prefent in jurifdiclion, annexed to the

neighbouring New-England province of Maffachufetts-

Bay. Upon this Ihore farther northward is the river of

St. John's, ten leagues diftant from the gut of Anna-
polis ; this is a profitable river, of long courfej a confider-

able tribe of the Abnaquie Indians are fettled here, but

always (from the indolence of the government of Nova
Scotia) in the French or Canada intereft. The prodigious

falls, or rather tides, in this river near its mouth of thirty-

fathom, are not a catara61: from rocks, but from the tide

being pent up in this river between two fteep moun-
tains. By this river and carrying-places there is a com-
munication with Quebec, the metropolis of Canada.

When we reduced Port-Royal 1710, major Livingfton

and St. Cafteen went by this river to acquaint the ge-

neral of Canada concerning that event. Higher or

more northward is Cape Dore, about thirty leagues from
Annapolis ; here is plenty of mineral coal for firing :

feme years fince, this affair was undertaken by a com-
pany, but foon dropped with lofs ; here are fome (lender

veins of copper ore, fome thin laminse of virgin cop-

per, and a gold fulphur marcafite.

Upon the eafterly Ihore, or gulph of St. Laurence, is

Canfo gut, a fafe and fhort palfage from the Britifh fet-

tlements to Canada river, fix leagues longj one league

wide 3
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wide ; a good navigation, from the journals of Capt.

Gayton, anno 1 746, upon a cruize to Bay Verte. About
twenty-five leagues farther isTatamaganahou, a confider-

able Nova Scotia French diftrift or fettlement, and good
road for veffels ; fourteen leagues farther is Bay Verte,

fhallow water, but the embarquadier from Canada, to

difturb us in Nova Scotia ; from this are only four miles

land carriage to the river of Chicanedlo. Here we may
obferve, that upon the Chicanedo bay fide are eleven

fathom tide ; upon the gulph of St. Laurence or Bay
Verte fide, are only from four to five feet tide. Farther

(lOe Bonaventure and Ifle Percee intervening, where the

French, by treaty of Utrecht, rightfully cure dry cod
fifh) at the fouth entrance of the river of St. Laurence, is

Gafpee, a deep bay and good harbour ; here unrighteoufly

the French dry cod fi(h. I obferve in the late French
charts publifhed by authority, there is a territory pricjced

off, called Gafpee, as if not belonging to No^a Scotia

or L'Acadie, ceded to Great-Britain by the treaty of
Utrecht. Such a paper encroachment, if not attended to, ,

may be conftrued after many years a juft claim by pre-

fcription ; fuch is at prefent the dilpute between the

Baltimore family of Maryland, and the Pen's family of
Penfylvania concerning the old Dutch charts, and our
new charts in relation to Cape Cornelius, the fouth cape

ofDelaware Bay, and Cape Henlopen, twenty miles fouth

wefterly from the mouth of Delaware Bay, in running the

line between the three lower counties of Penfylvania and
Maryland.

Nova Scotia is divided into ten or twelve diftrifts ;

each diflrid: annually chufes one deputy to be approved by
the commander and council at Annapolis •, he is a fort

of agent for the diftrid, and reports the fl:ate of the di-

llrift from time, to time. -They are in no legiflative or

executive capacity ; the French mifTiortaries, who are not

only appointed by the bilhop of Qiiebec in Canada, but
under his diredion (a fcandal to the indolent govern-

ment and garrifons of Nova Scotia) in they: feveral di-

ftrias
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itrids and villages, aft as magillrates and juftices of the

peace ; but all complaints may be brought before thfc

comman'der in chief and council at Annapolis.

The New-England bills of public credit, ever fince

the cefllon by the treaty of Utrecht, have been their

common currency, until the late intolerable deprecia-

tion by immenfely multiplying this credit beyond its

bearings, by expeditions, and, in fad, the credit of thole

bills is almoft funk [n]^ or rather loft ; the French inha-

bitants abfolutely refuled them in currency.

IJland of Sable.

THIS ifland muft be deemed in the jurIfdi6tion of the

province of Nova Scotia, as it lies upon the latitudes of

that coaft, though at a confiderable diftance •, and the

Britifh exclufive line of fifhery, by the treaty of Utrecht

1 7 13, beginning at this ifland, implies the fame to be-

long to Great -Britain : the name is French, and we re-

tain it with much impropriety ; we ought to have tranf-

lated it to Sandy ifland, in the fame manner as we have

turned Point de Sable (a former French diftridt in St.

Chriftopher*s) to the prefent Britifli ftame Sandy point.

The property is loudly (that is, in the public news-

papers) claimed by fome private perfons ; I fliall not in-

quire into the merit of the affair

I am informed by people who were fliipwrecked there,

and lived fome months upon the ifland, that, from Canfo

to the middle of the ifland are thirty-five leagues fouth j

it is a low land, with fmall rifing knowles of fand called

downs, in form of an elbow, the bite to the northward,

(«] In a meflage, Nov. 5, 174-7, from the houfe of reprefcntatives

of the province of Maflacufetts-Bay, relating to the pay of Canada
forces, to their governor, it is reprefented, " Should fuch a further

* fUm be emitted, as is neceilary for the purpofe mentioned in your
" Excellency's meffage, we apprehend it muft be followed by a great
*' impair, if not utter lofs of the public credit, which has already been
*' greatly wolinded." Thus the odium of this iniquitous or bafe mo-
ney currency is thrown upon M. S—ley, by the proper money branch

oi the Iegiflati|fi9r'

aboot'
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about twenty miles in length, and narrow ; by reafon of
fhoals of fand,~ fmali tides five or fix feet, and a great

furf, it is inacceflible, excepting in the bite, where boats

may land. Formerly fome perfons of humanity put cattle

afhore to breed, for the relief of the Ihipwrecked, and

by multiplying, they anfwered that benevolent charitable

end •, until fome wicked, mean, rafcally people from our
continent, deftroyed them to make gain (thefe robbers of

fcafaring people, called thefe depredations the making of

a voyage) of their hides and tallow. The fouth fide is in

43 D. 50 M. N, lat. no trees ; their principal growth is

juniper buflies [c], huckle-berry bufhes [p], cranberries,

[q] bent-grafs ; fome ponds ; abundance of foxes and

ieals ; great fnows in winter, but do not lie long.

At this ifland, which is deemed thirty leagues eaft-

ward from the Cape Sable Ihore of Nova Scotia or L'A-
cadie, by the treaty of Utrecht 1713, begins the Britifli

exclufive line of filhery, running S. W. indefinitely, and

including the fiflling banks belonging to the ifland.

Cape-Breton ijlands,

Cape-Breton cannot properly be called a Bri-

tifh colony, until confirmed by fome fubfequent treaty

of peace, and annexed to the dominions of Great-Britain ;

but notwithftanding its retarding the profecution of this

hidory, I cannot avoid taking notice of the redudlion of

Louifbourg, being in our neighbourhood, an event recent

and very memorable. I Ihall endeavour to relate it with

exadnefs and impartiality. By afcribing every ftep of it

[tf] Vitis Idcsa angulojky I. B, Vaccinia mgra. Park, black worts, or

bill-berries.

[p] Oxycocciu Ji've <vaccinia fahtjiris, I. B. Mofs-berries, or marfh

whortle-berries ; the French of Canada call it Canneberge ; it is plenty

all over the northern parts of North-America ; and is a moll exqui-

fitely agreeable acid fauce for all roaft meats, and for paftry tarts.

[q'\ Gramen fpicatu/n, fecalinum, mariti'inum, inaximmn^ fp'^^ longiore

T. Spartiiim, fpicatum, pungenS) ocearrUum, I, B. Engiilh or Dutch fea

matweed.

to



33^ British Settlements in America. Part IL

to Providence, I hope it will not be conftrued as detradi:^

ing from the merits of the country of New-England, the

place ofmy abode or home. The motto may be Audaces

fortuna juvat, and with good propriety may be termed
Dignus vindice nodus^ and without imputation of cant, be

afcribed to fome extraordinary interpofition of Provi-

dence in our favour : Governor Shirley, in a fpeech ob-
ferves, that " fcarce fuch an inftance is to be found in

" hiftory :" A colonel in this expedition gave it this turn,
*' That if the French had not given up Louifbourg, we
*' might have endeavoured to ftorm it with the fame pro-
*' fped of fuccefs, as the devils might haveflormedHea-
" ven." The annual convention ofthe New- England mi-

nifters, in their addrefs to the KING, call it, " The
" wonderful fuccefs GOD has given your American
" forces." A clergyman from London writes, " This
" profperous event can hardly be afcribed to any thing
" fhort of an interpofition from Above, truly uncom-
" mon and extraordinary." Thefe expreflions of the

Governor's, l^c, ought not to be conftrued as derogat-

ing from the moft bold adventure of the Nevv-Eng-
landers.

The redu6lion of Louifbourg was much above our

capacity ; in fhort, if any one circumftance had taken a

wrong turn on our fide, and if any one circumftance

had riot taken a wrong turn on the French fide, the ex-

pedition muft have mifcarried, and our forces would
have returned with fhame, and an inextricable iofs to

the province. As this was a private or corporation ad-

venture without any orders from the court of Great-Bri-

tain, the charges would not have been reimburfed by
the parliament i and the people of New-England from,

generation to generation would have curfed the advifers

and promoters of this unaccountably rafti adventure.

In the congrefs of Utrecht, when the French demanded
Cape Breton ifland, it was propofed, that it ftiould lie in

common for the ule of the Britifli and French fifliery,'

without any fettlements cr forts, but open j the French

would
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would have acquiefced •, but in this, as in fome other ar-

ticles, our abandoned wicked miniltry of that time gave

the French nation more than they really expelled, viz,

the exclufive property and dominion of the ifland, with

the liberty of fortifying. It is generally thought, that

by next peace Louifbourg will be demolifhed, and the

ifland laid opdn and in common to both nations : It is

(Certain, that the duke d'Anville had an inftrudion, if

he fucceeded in recovering Loiiilbourg, to demolilli it.

As this was a private adventure, upon furrender, we
. might have demolifhed it foon, and converted the artille-

ry, other warlike llores, and many other valuable things,

to the ufe and benefit of the New-England colonies con-

cerned, and fo have put an end to a great accruing

charge -, the charge of maintaining a garrifon there

with men, provifions, warlike (lores, and repairs in

time of peace, will be a great and unprofitable article of

national expence, and as both nations are much in debt,

neither of them will incHne to be at the charge, but

agree to demolifli it. As Great-Britain are a fmall peo-

ple, but at prefent mailers at fea, their game is to pro-

cure all the advantages of an extenfive commerce ; we
are not capable of peopling and maintaining land-ac-

quirements : Perhaps the promoters of this very popular

adventure do not receive the fincere thanks of the mini-

ltry or managers at the court of Great-Britain (this may-

be the reafon of the remoras in our folliciting a [r] reim-

buffement) becaufe thereby they have incurred, to pleafe

the populace, an annual charge of 60,000 /. llerling per

[r] Perhaps our agent or agents at home (who are in the nature of

«ttorniesfor the province or corporation) to ingratiate themfelves with

our legiflature, have reprefented the aiFair wrong, which has induced

them, in quality of a colony legiflature, to count their chicken before

they are hatched, and, in fome fenfe, to prefcribe to the fovereign le-

giflature of Great-Britain, concerning the difpofition of this money.
There is a late incident not in our favour, the duke of Newcaille, con-

cerned in all our colony expeditions, is removed from being eldeft

fecretary, that is, of the fouthern provinces, tO which Ireland and the

plantations are annex-ed.

Vol. I. - Z annum.
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annum, or 600,000/. New-England currency, a coniider-

iibJe article where ways and means were difficult.

If the aft of parliament againll impreffing of feamea
in the fugar-iflands,, had been extended to the northern

American colonies,, we Ihiould have been eafy under a

Britifh fquadron ftationed at Boflon, and their bills for

home fupplies, would have made good returns for our mer-
chants ; our traders could not have fiaffered above two or

thvztper cent, difference of infurance, which is a trifle com-
pared with the great charge incurred by reducing of
Louifbourg, and of maintaining it during the war.

Here I fhall give fome fhort account of evenements

in the northern parts of North-America, from the com-
mencement of the prefent French war to the prefenttimp

May 1748 J I fliall not notice fmall affairs, which do not

require mention in a general hiftory.

The French declared war againft Great-Britain March
15, 1744, N. S. Great-Britain declared war againft

France March 29, 1744, O. S. The French in thefe

parts had more early intelligence of the war ; at Bofton

we did not proclaim this war until June 2. May 1 3, M.
Du Vivier, with a few armed fmall veflels, and about 900
regular troops and militia from Louilbourg, takes Canfo

without any refiftance, and carries the nominal fom-

companies, being from feventy to eighty foldicrs, and

the few inhabitants, prifoners to Louifbourg.

Here is a notorious inftance of the French too forward

rafh condu6t ; contrary to exprefs inflruftions fent by the

court of France to the garrtfon of Louifbourg, along with

the declaration of war (my information was from M. le

Marquis de la Maifon Forte, captain of theVigilant) that

confidering the weak and mutinous ftate of their garri-

fon, it was not advifeable fo? them, until further orders,

to attempt any expedition which might alarm the popu-

lous neighbouring Britifh colonies. 2. If inflead of

taking the infignificant poll (it did not deferve the name
of fort) of Canfo in their neighbourhood, the fooner to

humour the vanity of an eclat ; had they with the fame

4 force
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force gone diredly to Annapolis, by furprize, it would

have eafily fubmitted.

About the fame time a fmall inconfiderable arma-

ment from I.ouifbourg, commanded by M. de la Brotz,

made fome depredations about St. Peter's of Newfound-

land, and threatened Placentia fort. This de la Brotz,

in a French privateer (loop of eighteen guns and ninety-

four men, was foon after this taken by the MafTachufetts

province fnow, Capt. Tyng, upon the coafl of New-
England, and carried into Bofton. A fmall privateer

from Louilbourg takes a floop with whale-oil aboard

from Nantucket ifland bound to Bollon.

See the fedion of Nova-Scotia, p. 319, for the at-

tempts againft Annapolis in June, by fome Indians under

the diredion of M. Lutre, a French miffionary prieft

;

and in September, by fome French and Indians, com-
manded by M. du Vivier, who burnt Canfo in May.
The end of July, Capt. Roufe, in a Bofton privateer,

arrived at St. John's harbour in Newfoundland from the

great banks ; he brought in eight French fhips with

90,000 mud-fifli. In Auguft, Capt. Roufe, in confort-

fhip with Capt. Cleves, in a fhip and fome fmall craft,

and fifty marines, fitted out by the Britifh man of war

ftationed at Newfoundland, fail in queft of the French

Ihips that cure cod-fifli in the northern harbours of New-
foundland j Auguft 1 8, at Fiftiot, they took five good

French fhips, fome dried fifti, but not well cured, ind

feventy tons of liver-oil ; thence they proceeded to the

harbours of St. Julian and Carroes. Capt. Roufe hereby

merited, and accordingly was made a poft or rank captain.

in the Britifti navy.

In September, dies Du Quefnel, the French governor

of Cape-Breton, a good old officer ; and was fucceeded in

command by M. du Chambon, an old poltroon

In Odober, Capt. Spry, in the comet-bomb, upon the

coaft of New-England, takes a French privateer in her

firft voyage or cruize, Capt. Le Grotz, fixteen guns, 100

men, whereof fome were Irifh Roman catholic foldiers

Z 2 formerly
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formerly of [j] Phillips's regiments from Canfo : this pri-

vateer was called Labradore, from a gut in Cape-Breton
where fhe was bifilt ^ fhe had taken two or three of our
coaflers from Philadelphia. About this time Capt. Wa-
terhoufe, in a Bofton privateer, refufed a French Eafl-In-

dia lliip richly laden ; and Capt. Loring, in a fmall Bp-
fton privateer, was taken by a new French man of war
from Canada bound to Louifbourg.

Nov. 1 9, fails from Louifbourg the French grand
fleet of filh fliips, of fir fhips from. Canada, i^c. This
fleet conflfl:ed of three French men of war, fix Eaft-India

fliips, thirty-one other fliips, nine brigantines, five fnows,

and two fchooners ; feven veflels remained to winter at

Louifl)ourg.

This is a fliort hiftory of the fea campaign (as the

French exprefs it) in the northern parts of North-Ame-
rica, for anno 1744.
The French people tranfported from Louifl)ourg to

France (including the Vigilant's men) preceding July

17, 1745, 4130, whereof 1822 via Bofton, and feventy-

flx via New-Hampfliire. The French, while in Bofton,

were allowed in old tenor per week, viz. an inhabitant

from Cape-Breton 20 j^. a failor 15.?. captain of the

Vigilant 5 /. lecond captain 3 /. each officer 40 s.

Anno 1745, in March [/], La Renommee, a French
frigate of thirty-two guns, 350 feamen, and fifty marines,

charged with public difpatches, and defigned for obferva-

tion, in cruizing along the Cape Sable coaft, met with

feveral of our fmall armed veflels, and, with the Con-
neflicut tranfports, which upon any other occafion flte

might have deftroyed with eafe : If flie had put into

Louifbourg, by the addition of good officers, of men, and
of ftores, the garrifon would have been encouraged, and
perhaps have rendered our expedition vain. But having

[s] In this regiment they have been much guilty of enlifling Roman
catholics, becaufe cheap and eafiiy to be got.

[t\ This was the beft advice boat the French had, flie was taken in

a voyage to HifpanioJa.

difcovered
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difcovered an expedition againft Louifoourg in great for-

wardnefs, fhe made the befl of her way. to carry immediate

advice thereof to France ; and a fquadron, under the

command of M. Perrier, was foon fitted out from Breft

for the rehef of Louifbourg. La Renomm.ee failed in

this fquadron, Ihe was an exquifite failor, and at length

taken by the Dover, 1747.

In May, the [u] Vigilant, a French man of war of

fixty-four guns, and 560 men, with a good land-fall, in-,

{lead of going direftly into the harbour of Louifbourg,

attacked a Britifh man of war of forty guns, the Mer-

maid, capt. Douglafs. This prudent officer by a running

fight decoyed the French fhip into the clutches of com-

modore Warren in the Superbe of iixty guns ; in com-

pany were alfo the Eltham of forty guns, the Mafla-

fa] Commanded by M. le Marquis de la Maifon Forte, fon-in-Iaw

to M. Chiconeau, firil phyfician to the French king. This gentleman

was too rafh in firing; as he met with Britifh men of war, he Ihould

have made the beft of his way to port, and only have put his men in a

pofture to prevent boarding, without firing, which ftops theihip's way,

and have received the fire of our fhips fiiently. Notwithftanding this

mifconduft, the marquis was a man of good fenfe and obfervation ;

he made this good remark, that the French officers of Louifbourg, in

bad policy, hindered the Englifh from viewing at all times the flrength

of their forts; becaufe if the Englifh had been well informed of its

ftrength, the moll fanguine, rafh, wrongheaded perfon, if not a natural

fool, could not have imagined fuch a reduction without regular troops,

and without artillery ; our proper cannon (the lo guns of i 8 lb. fhot

lent us from New-York excepted) were bad, old, and honey-combed ;

four of them fplit in firing. He further well obferved, that our allow-

ing the French officers prifoners freely to view Bofton and the country

of New-England, would efFeftually difcourage and forbid any French
attempt to invade a country fo well peopled.

J^ere we may obferve, that the warlike names of the French men of
war, found more elegant, proper, and bold, than the flat appellations

of the Britifh men of war, by the names of counties, towns, and per-

fons : for inftance, in the French navy there are, le Terrible, I'Ardent,

le Fougueux, le Mars, le Neptune, le Jafon ; le Vigilant, le Gloire, la

Renomrhee, &c. In the Englifh navy our names are flat, the Kent,
the Devonfhire, the Cumberland, the London, the Edinburg, the

Chefterj tlje Prince Frederick, the Princefs Mary, the Wager,

Z 3 chufetts
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chulTetts frigate of twenty guns, and the Shirley galley,

of twenty guns; the Vigilant flruck to the Mermaid,
May i 8, and was manned chiefly from New-England :

it the Vigilant had arrived in Louifbourg, confidering

the many good officers aboard, a large number of failois

and marines, with great quantities of ftores, we fliould

have been difappointed in the reduction of Louifbourg.

If the propolal made three days before the Vigilant

was feized, had taken place, ws. of laying up the men
of war in Chapeau rouge bay, and landing the failors

and marines to join our fieging army, the Vigilant

would have got in and fruftrated the redudion of Louif-

bourg.

M. Marin, after a vain attempt againft Annapolis in

Nova Scotia, with 900 French and Indians, in fmall

floops and canoes, v/as bound to the reliefof Louifbourg
;

by molefting the fiege ; in Afmacoufe harbour they were

difperfed by fome of oyr faiall armed vefTels June 151
fee Nova Scotia fedlion, p. 321.

The French fquadron offeven men ofwar, commanded
by M. Perrier, defigned for the relief of Louifbourg, fet 1

out from France too late. July iq, in N. lat. 43 D. 45
M. W. long, from London 40 D. 30 M. E. offthe banks

of Newfoundland, took our prince of Orange mafl fhip

lieutenant-governor Clark ofNew-York aboard ; here the

French learnt that Louifbourg had furrendered j without 1

this intelligence, they would have become a prey to our

Louifbourg fquadron : the French altered their meafures,

and in a ftorm were difperfed ; la Galette of 32 guns did

not rendezvous -, the Mars 66 guns, St. Michael 62 gunsj

and the Renommee of 3 2 guns, put back to France j the.

Parfait 4^ guns, Argonaute 46 guns, and le Tournoir-

32 guns, put into the harbour of Carrous in the northern

parts of Newfoundland 5 1 D 5 M. N. lat. lay there three

weeks, and fail a convoy for the French filb Ihips.
,

Some homeward-bound rich French fhips, ignorantof

this event, came before Louifbourg to refrefh, and were

taken by our fhips ; as all the Britilh men of war had

entered
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entered into a contrail; ofjoint fharing, I lliall not parti-

cularize the fhips that made the feizures. July 24, they

took an Eaft-India lliip from Bengal, value 75,000/.

ilerling ; foon after they took another Eaft-India fhip.

Auguft 22, was taken a South Sea fhip (decoyed by the

Bofcon packet captain Fletcher) value about 500,000/.

Iteriing.

In July, we fent fome fmall craft to St. John's^ ifland

to bring away the French inhabitants, to be tranfported

to France : fome of our men imprudently and too fe-

curely went afhore ; they were ambufcaded by fome

French and Indians i we loft twenty-eight men killed and

captivated.

Od. 5. failed five men of war, via Newfoundland with

the two Eaft-India (hips for England, to be condemned

there, conformably to an act ofparliament ; the South Sea

fhip, for certain reafons, was condemned as unfit to pro-

ceed : the Vigilant, Chefter, and Louiftjourg fire-fhip

were left to winter there.

Our provincial privateer fnow captain Smithurft, v/as

loft in a ftorm, and all the men drowned.

Our fea campaign, anno 1 746, was as follows : In thei

autumn 1 745, were fhipped off from Gibraltar the two

regiments, foot, of Fuller and Warburton, with three com-

panies of Frampton's regiment •, they arrived in the win-

ter upon this bad coaft (I mean the winter coaft of New-
England, Nova Scotia, and Cape-Breton) and therefore

put into Virginia to wait the fprmg feafon -, they arrived

at Louifbourg May 24, 1746, and relieved our New-
England militia of about 1500 men; they had kept gar-

rifon there at the charge of Great-Britain from the fur-

render of the place June 1 7, 1 745 ; commodore Warren

received a commilTion as governor, and colonel Warbur-

ton as lieutenant-governor of the garrifon of Louifbourg,

and territories thereunto belonging.. Admiral Warren's

pccafions called him home, and ]!vlr. Knowles was ap-

pointed governor and commodore of a fmall fquadron

Z 4« there \
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ttiere •, it is faid, he behaved in a moft imperious difguft-

ful manner.

Admiral Townfhend, with a fquadron, was ordered
from our Weft-India fugar iOands, for the prote(5tion of
Louilbourg j he continued there in harbour all the time
that Duke d'Anville's French fquadron was upon our
coaft, without giving them any moleftation in their great:

:

diftrefs, doubtlefs from fome fecret inftrudions, which
he did not think proper to communicate to Mr. Knowles.
Townfliend with eight fhips failed in November from
Louifbourg for England.

The ftory of d'Anville's expedition that autumn in

thefe feas, we have already related in the re(5tion of Nova
Scotia, p. 322.

In the fummer, by an order from home, the feveral

northern colonies raifed forces towards the reducing of
Canada; fee p. 324. This was perhaps only a ftate-

amufement, without a real defign to profecute the af-

fair: the MalTachufetts-Bay voted 3000 men, whereof
2000 were enlifted ; and by an order from home, they
were difmiffed in Odober 1747, after having further in-

volved the province in a confiderable debt for enlifting,

vi6tualling, and providing of tranfports.

Anno 1747. in the fpring, a French fquadron with
Tranfports and land forces, fitted out in France, for the

annoyance of Cape-Breton, and redudlion of Annapolis
of Nova Scotia, were intercepted, beginning of May, by
admirals Anfon and Warren's fquadron; fee p. 326.
M. de Ramfay, with his party of Canadian French and
Indians, had wintered at Chicanedo, to join the land
forces from France ; but upon the news ofLa Jonquiere's
difafter, they returned to Canada, and from that time
to this prefent writing May 1 748, Annapohs has been
in perfeft fecurity and tranquillity ; there is at this time
a rumour of fome expedition on foot in Canada.

Beginning of winter commodore Knowles from Louif-
jbourg with a Hiiall fquadron, was joined at Bofton by the

itation
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flation fhips of North-America, leaving their trade ex-

pofed to the depredations of French and Spaniih priva-

teers ', he failed to our windv/ard fugar iQands, and from

thence to Jamaica -, having made up a confiderable fqua-

dron with land forces aboard, he was to diilrefs the

French harbours and fettlements on Hifpaniola (the

French call the ifland St. Domingue) as much as pofli-

ble J he has already reduced and demolifhed a ftrong fort

in Port Louis, Here, 174I5 lay a Jarge French fquadron

under the marquis d*Antin, defigned to prevent the junc-

tion of Vernon and Ogle, or to awe our expedition againft

Carthagena, or to carry home the Spanifh plate fleet

;

neither of thefe were effeded, but returned to France in

a very diftrefied condition.

Anno 1748. the adjacent Britifh provinces, or co-

lonies, are negotiating an expedition againft a French

fort at Crown-Point, upon the Dutch fide of Lake Cham-
plain, anci confequentiy within the jurifdiftion of New-
York ; when the affair is narrowly canvaffed, perhaps it

will be deemed [w] a filly, but chargeable affair : as hi-

therto nothing is concluded upon, we muft drop it.

[w] As to the redudlion of Crown-Point a French fort, and lately a

place of arms for the annoyance of the Britifh fettlements of New-
York and the N, W, frontiers of New-England, i . Unlefs all Canada
were in courfe to be reduced, which we cannot pretend to eiFeft with-

out an armament from Great-Britain ; this, when reduced, muft either

be demolifhed, but foon rebuilt again by the French, at one tenth of

our charge in reducing it ; or garrifoned ftrongly, at a great charge,

becaufe of its great diflance from us, and vicinity or eafy water com-
munication with Canada, 2. It is not in the New-England diflrift,

jurifdiftion, or government, and confequentiy not under our direftion fo

as to make any- advantage of it in the fkin and fur trade. 3. If we
were to aft with the fame fordid private interefl views, as have formerly

been praftifed by the Dutch fettlement, but at prefent Englifh govern-

jnent of New-York j for inflance, in the late queen Anne's war with

the French, thefe our Dutch fubjefts contrived a neutrality between the

New-York or Five Indian nations and the French Indians, and there-

by ingrolTed the French and Indian trade of thofe parts,and the French
of Canada with their Indians were all let loofe to diftrefs Nova Scotia

^nd the ealtern fettlements of New-England j at prefent it might be

Cape-
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Cape-Breton was formerly in the Nova Scotia diftrift -,

the Trench call it L'Ifle Royal ; by commiflion, M.
Subercafle, the laft French governor of L'Acadie, is

called governor of L'Acadie and Cape-Breton iflands,

from Cape Rofiers at the entrance of St. Laurence ri-

ver, to Qiienebec river. By the treaty of Utrecht 1715,
all L'Acadie or Nova Scotia was quit-claimed by France
to Great- Britain ; excepting the Cape-Breton iflands,

that is, all the iflands in the gulph of St. Laurence : thefe

Great-Britain quit-claimed to France.

The great ifland of Cape-Breton lies from 45 D. to

47 D. N. lat. its mod northerly point diftant fifteen

leagues from Newfoundland, the gulph of St. Laurence
intervening •, here a few cruizers might preclude the

French Canada trade ; it is feparated from Nova Scotia

by a chorough-fare, which we call the Gut of Canfoj the

FrejKh call it the Paffage of Fronfac. The Mermaid a

Britilh man of war of 40 guns, 1747, upon a cruize,

failed through this gut, found it fix leagues long, is

narrov/, but good anchorage, flood from the north ; from
the Gut of Canfo forty leagues to Bay Verte, where are

about ten or twelve French huts, upon the Nova Scotia,

fhore, fhallow water ; here is the communication of the

Canadians with our perfidious French of Nova Scotia,

by a fhort land-carriage or neck of about four miiles to

Chicanedlo. Tatamaganahoe is a large French village,

fourteen leagues weft foutherly from Bay Verte, a harbour
for large fhips.

Louiibourg, formerly called Englifli harbour, is in N.
lat. 45 D. 55 M. the pafl^age by fea fi'om thence to Que-
bec is about 200 leagues, and has been performed in three

days. In Cape-Breton ifland, there is a gut lake or in-

advifeable, tacitly to confent to the continuance of Crown-Point as a
r^dezvous and place of arms for the French and their Indians; thus

the eaftern frontiers of New- England would be fafe, formerly much
harrafTed by the enemy Indians. This war they have not fufFered

much ; our weftel-n frontier expofed to the excurfions from, Crowns
Point, are covered by New-York and the late addition to the govern-,

ment of New-Hampfhire when fettled.

land



Sect. VII. Q/" Nova Scotia. 347

land fea, called Labradore about twenty leagues long, and

three or four leagues wide ; here they build fmall vefTels;
^

the Frencli privateer called Labradore, captain Le Grotz,

taken by the Comet bomb, 1 745, was built there. In.

the north part of the ifland is a good harbour ; St.

Anne's, is a good foil ; here was Jaid out fort Dauphin,

to be found in the French charts, as if finifhed.

The other iflands in the gulf of Sz. Laurence are pri-

vate French property ; St. John's and the Magdalene
iQands were granted to the Conte de St. Pierre ; St.

John's is about twenty leagues long, good land, many
French and Indians ; governor Knowles of Louifbou'-g

neglcded the polfeffion of it. The ifland of Anticofti is

the property of Sieur Joiiet, a Canadian ; it lies in [lie

mouth of the river St. Laurence, is large bur inhofpica-

ble ; no good timber, no gocid harbour ; plenty of large

cod-fifh : below Galpee, on the coaft of Nova Scotia, at

L'Ifle Percee and L,'Ifle Bonaventure already mentioned,

the French make cod-filh.

After a fliort defcription of the late French colony of

Cape-Breton iflands, I fhall briefly, without interruption

and at one view, relate that memorable event of reducing

Louifbourg, the French American Dunkirk, by a few

New-England militia, with the countenance of fome ac-

cidental Britifh men of war.

When Louifbourg was given to us by the French, we
found 600 regular troops in garrifon, with about 1300
militia, whereof about one half were called in from tne

adjacent fettlements ; the main follee or ditch eighty

feet wide ; the ramparts thirty feet high (the fcalado, or

fcaling ladders, which we fent by the diredion of Mr.
Brsdltreet, at prefent lieutenant-governor of a fort in St.

John's harbour, Newfoundland, were too fhort by ten

feet, and never were ufed) upon the town ramparts were
mounted upwards of fixty-five cannon of various fizes ;

the entrance of the harbour defended by a grand battery

of about 30 guns of 42 pound ball, and by the illand

battery of 30 guns of 28 pound ball ; provifions for fix

months.
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months ; ammunition fufficient, if well hufbanded from
the beginning ; ten mortars of thirteen inches, and fix of
nine inches.

Mr. Vaughan of Damarafcote, in the territory of Sa-

gadahock, in the dominions of New-England, a whim-
ficai wild projeftor in his own private concerns, entirely-

ignorant of military affairs, and of the nature of the de-

fence or ilrength of a place regularly and well fortified

at an immenfe expence, dreamt or imagined that this

place might be reduced by a force confifting of 1500 raw
militia, fome \x~\ fcaling ladders, and a few armed fmiall

craft of New-England.
It is faid, that [jy] governor Shirley was taken with

this hint or conceit, but imagined that 3000 militia, with

two forty guns king's fhips, mjght do better. This ex-

pedition v/as refolved upon and profecuted, without any

certainty of Britifh men of war to cover the fiege, and
prevent fupplies ; a packet was fent to commodore
Warren, ftationcd at our Weft-India fugar iflands, by a

loaded lumber (loop, defiring the afliftance of two fhips

of 50 or 40 guns, and if he could not fpare two, to fend

one, which perhaps might be fufficient : Mr. Warren's

anfwer was. That for want of further inftrucftions from

the admiralty, he could in courfe fend only two fhips to

the New-York and Bofton ftations ; but loon after this

he received inftruftions to proceed to North-America

with the Superbe 60 guns, Launcefton 40 gus, and

Mermaid 40 guns, in order to fuccour Annapolis, or any

of his majefty's fettlements againft attempts of the

enemy, and to make attempts againft the enemy. In

proceeding to Bofton for provifions and other fupplies,

fome fiftiing fchooners, by letters from governor Shirley

informed him, that the expedition had proceeded, and

[a:] The ladders fent with this expedition were ten foot too fliort,

from bad intelligence; but if fufficiently long, th^y were not pradic^a-

ble.

[7] In our plantations fome captain-generals and colonels, even of

regular troops, are not to be fuppofed military men.

defired
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defired that he would immediately cover them by his

protedion, without touching in at Bofton ; the good,

affiduous, and public-lpirited commodore Warren direct-

ly proceeded and joined this adventure ; he is now an

admiral in the navy, and knight of the Bath, in reward

for his good fervices.

The affemblyof MalTachuffetts-Bay, Jan. 25,1744-5,
by a majority of one vote, refolved upon this expedi-

tion ; Feb. 2, the enlistments began for voluntiers, and

failed the end of March for Canfo, 3000 men complete ;

we had in good condu6t and precaution, three weeks be-

fore this, fent out fome privateers to block up the har-

bour of Louilbourg. At Canfo they remained three

weeks ; at this time the Ihore of Cape-Breton was im-

pra6ticable from fields of ice which came down by thaws

from the river of St. Laurence or Canada, and by eafter-

iy winds drove upon that coaft : at Canfo was built a

block- houfe of eight fmall cannon, garrifoned with eighty

men. The expedition failed from Canfo, April 29, and
next day arrived in Chapeau-rouge bay, a little fouth of
Louifbourg. Here, in landing our men, we were op-

pofed by a body of upwards of 100 regular troops

(whereof twenty-four were of the Swifs company) com-
manded by Maurepang, formerly a noted fea-rover ; we
fuffered no lofs, the French retired with the lofs of eight

men killed, and ten made prifoners : from Canfo we had
fent a fmall party to St. Peter's, a fmall French fettle-

ment upon Cape-Breton, and burnt it.

May 2, we detached 400 men to march round, under

cover of the hills, to the N. E. harbour of Louilbourg.

Upon the furprize of our men's burning the ftore-houfes

and filh-ftages there, about one mile from the grand bat-

tery, the troops in the grand battery (to reinforce the

town, the harbour being fufficiently guarded by the ifland

battery) retired to the town precipitately, without de-

ftroying the trunnions and carriages of their cannon,

only fpiking or nailing them, which were foon drilled,

and
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and ferved againft the town [2] ; we took poffeflion

of it May 3, and found 350 fliells of thirteen, and thirty

of ten inches, and a large quantity of (hot.

The New-England militia before the town were in all

about 3600 [^] voluntiers, whereof not exceeding 150

[s] Here we may obferve, that by the Herculean labour of our mif
litia (many of them were ufed to mafting and logging) whofe great

atchievements were moft remarkable in quality of pioneers or la-

bourers, they dragged thefe heavy cannon upon fledges over morafles

not prafticable by horfes or oxen. By good providence, they had no

occalion to (hew their conduft and courage in repulfing of fallies (May
8, there was a fmall infignificant fally from the town ; it was faid, that

the mutinous difcontented garrifon could not be trufted without the

works, for fear of defertion) or ftorming of the works. Some capricious

writers have called in queftion the New-England conduft, but not

their courage.

[a] The New-England armament for the reduftion of Louifliourg,.

and in confequence towards the acquilition of the province of Cape-

JBreton iflands, or iflands in the gulf of St. Laurence, was as follows ;

Province of MaflachufTetts Bay.

Land-forces.

Regiments of Lieut, gen. Pepperell

Brig. gen. Waldo
Colonels Moulton

Hale
Willard

Richmond
Col. Gorham, called of the whale-boats

Col. Dwight and lieut. col. Gridley, of the train of artillery

Capt. Bernard's independent company of carpenters or artificersv

Sea-forces.

Ship MafTachufTetts frigate, capt. Tyng
Csefar " ""

Shirley-Galley

Snow Prince of Orange
Brig. Bollon packet

Sloops

Ship hired from Rhode-iiland

Colony of Conneflicut.

Land forces.

One reg. of 500 men, Major general Wolcot.
By fea.

Thompfon 16 guns

Colony floop 1

6

men

Tyng 20 guns

Snelling 20

Roufe 20
Smithurft 16

Fletcher 16

Donahew 12

Saunders 8

Bofch 8 •

Griffin. 20
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men were loft (the prince of Orange fnow excepted, loft

in a ftorm) by fortune of war, viz. killed by burfting of

cannon, by (hot from the town, killed and drowned in

the rafti attempt againft the ifland battery. Upon our

firft encamping, from the damp of the ground, there

happened a general flux, or rather fimple diarrhoea or

Pfovince of New-Hampihire.
Land-forces.

One reg. of 3 50 men. Col. More.
By fea

Their province floop.

Colony of Rhode-ifland.

Land-forces none.

By fea their colony floop.

The colonies fouth of New- England furnilhed no quotas of land or

fea-force, they made fome fmall prefents of provifions. The Governor
sf New-York lent ten good cannon of i 8 lb. (hot ; without thefe, and
the French unexpeftedly abandoning their grand battery, our expedition

'mull have been ineffeftual. Governor Shirley fays, " That without
*' thefe cannon, we could not have had the fame profpeft of fuccefs,
•* and all other preparations muft have been fruftrated."

At the defire of general Pepperell and commodore Warren, in June,
the MafTachuffetts-Bay fent a reinforcement of 400 men, and Con-
nefticut fent 200 men ; they did not arrive until after the liege was
over. When the town or fort was in our poffeffion, the New- England
militia garrifon proving very fickly, they were recruited from time to

time by the colonies of New-England

.

The Britifh men of war that arrived from time to time before

Louilbourg, intimidated the garrifon ; they were
Commodore Warren's fquadron from the Weft-India fugar iflands,

the Superbe of 60 guns, Launcefton and Mermaid 40 guns each ;

they joined in the adventure.

The Vigilant, a French ftiip of 64 guns, defigned to reinforce Louif-

bourg with men and ftores, was taken by Warren's fquadron, M- y ig,

and added to the fquadron ; ihe was afterwards manned mollly from
New-England.
May 22, The Princefs Mary of 60 guns, from England, 'via Bofton-

The Hedor of 40 as ditto

June 10, TheChefterof 50 from England.
1 2, The Canterbury of 60 )

Sunderland of 60 > called in from Newfoundland.
Lark of s 40

)

Eltham of 40 called iu from convoying th©

Neiv-England jnaft-ihips for England.

mere
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mere loofenefs, not mortal, and foon oven After we
got into the town, a fordid indolence or floth, for want
of [hi difcipline, introduced putrid fevers and dyfenteries,

which, at length, in Auguft became contagious, and the

people died like rotten flieep ; this deflroyed, or ren-

dered incapable of duty, one half of our militia.

During the fiege, the French made only one infigni-

ficant fally. May 8 ; the garrifon was mutinous, and
could not be trufted at large ; this rendered us fecure,

and the fiege was carried on in a tumultuary random
manner, and refembled a Cambridge commencement.

In the beginning of the fiege, fome of our men incon*-

fiderately flrolled, and fuffered from a body of French
Indians.

May 1 6, a party of about loo men in boats landed in

the night near the light-houfe point, to furprize our men
who were ere6ting a battery there to play upon the ifland

battery of the French. This party was timely difcover-id

and obliged to fly into the woods, and being joined by
fome Indians, had feveral flcirmilhes with our fcouts.

May 26, in whale-boats (fo thin and light that a few

mufket balls are fufficient to fink them) about 400 mer^

Thefe eftedtually covered the fiege by cruifing ; two fmall French
veflels only got in by a fog ; and when it was refolved by the Tea and
land-officers to Itorm the town, June 18, the depended-upon attack

was by fea, while our land-forces by way of diverfion made a feint

(but without any prafticable breach) to ftorm it afhore. At that time

we had Britifh men of war
One of 64 guns

Four of 60
One of 50
Five of 40

and upon capitulation, commodore Warren's boats took the firft

pofleffion of the town, and his marines mounted guard for fome
days.

[^] In military difcipline there are fundry articles befides the manual
exercife of the muflcet and the evolutions : I fhall mention upon this

occafion only two, i. A due fubordination to fuperior officers or com-
mand, which the levelling fpirit of our Plantations does not well admit

of. 2. A proper care of their men, as to clean drefs, wear, eating,

drinking, lodging, and a proper regard to their fick.

rafhly
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ralhly attempted the ifland battery, where Is bad landing,

30 guns of 2 8 pound ball, and 180 men in garrifon ;)

we loft in this mad frolic fixty men killed and drownedj,

and 116 prifoners to the French.

[f] As to the affair of the Iiege of the town, it was in

this manner. In the beginning upon Greenhill, 1550
yards diftant from the king's baftion, called the Citadel,

we ereded a battery of a very few fmall cannon, one
thirteen inch, one eleven inch, and one nine inch mor-
tars ; they could do no execution ; May 7, a battery was
made at 900 yards diftance, and we fummoned the town

;

May 17, a battery was advanced to 250 yards diftance

\c] I Ihall further mention only a few inftances of mifconduft in the

managers of this expedition ; we cannot lay the blame upon the pro-
vince in general, inz. i. Hiring into the government's fervice, captain.

Snelling's fliip that had lately imported the fmall-pox. 2. While the

country levies were in Bofton, in one day, March 5, the fmall pox ap-
peared in three difFerent parts of the town ; no care was taken to re-

move thefe levies to fome of the many convenient iflands in Bofton bay j

miraculoufly, by the care of fome guardian angel or genius, they
efcaped' the fmall-pox, which would have rendered the expedition

abortive in embryo. 3. Some companies were fitted out with unfer-

viceable Briftol guinea-arms (fome of thofe arms notorioufly bad, were
called in) inftead of allowing a fmall bounty to thofe men that would
have carried their own good arms. 4. Slops or cloathing were not
fent to our troops fooner than OiElober ; during the fiege, that is, our
being in the field, was conftant dry favourable weather ; next day,

June 18, after we had poffefiion of the town, the raining feafon fet in,

which, for want of our men being cloathed and well lodged, would
have broke up the fiege.

By way of amufement, I may take notice of fome New-England
poems, upon this occafion (not in difparagement to the country; here

at prefent fome true poetical genius's begin to appear.) I fhall mention
only two inftances ; the firft is by Mr. Niles, in the loweft doggrel rhime,
in imitation of Homer's lifts and charaders of the commanding officers

the fiege of Troy ; the inftance is,

Waldo commiflion'd is a Colonel,

And o'er land force Brigadier general.

The other is by an anonymous author in the higheil bombaft.

And that New-England fchemes Old furpafs.

As much as folid gold does tinkling brafs j

And that a Pepperell's and a Warren's name
May vie with Marlborough and a Blake for fame.

Vol. I. A a from
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from the weft gate -, May 20, on the other fide of a creek

was ereded a battery of five 42 pounders, called Tid-
comb's battery, to batter the circular battery and ma-
gazine.

We made no regular approaches by trendies, that is,

by parallels and zigzags, but bombarded the town at

random, and did much damage to the roofs of the

houfes ;, the weft gate was defaced ; the adjoining cur-

tain and flank of the king's baftion were much hurr, but

no pra6ticable breach.

The Canterbury and Sunderland being arrived, it was
refolved to ftorm the town by fea, June 18, by three

60, one 50, and four 40 gun fliips, while the land-

forces made a feint or diverfion afliore •, the French
were afraid to ftand it, and capitulated June 1 7, to

march out with the honours of war, not to ferve for

twelve months ; to be allowed all their perfonal effefts,

and to be tranfported to France, at the charge of Great-

Britain.

The place was put under the joint adminiftration of

Pepperell and Warren -, and all future charges were to

be defrayed by their bills upon the pay-mailer general

and Ordnance. According to the enlifting proclamation,

our militia were to be difcharged fo foon as the expedi-

tion was over j governor Shirley arrived in Louifbourg,

Aug. 17, and perfuaded them to continue; but not-

withftanding, if the Vigilant, the Chefter, and Louif-

bourg fireftiip had not continued there over winter, the

militia might have been difcouraged, and the place

in danger of being furprized by the French, and their

Indians from Canada, Nova Scotia, and St. John's:

ifland.

When the Launcefton's guns were landed and mount-

ed upon the ramparts, we had 266 good cannon mount-

ed in the town and batteries. Capt. Montague of the

Mermaid carried home the advice of Louift^ourg being

furrendered*

As.
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As it is probable that Louifbourg will be demolifhed

upon a peace, I Jhall not give any defcription of the

town and its fortifications ; I only mention that from
the grand battery, ereded to range and defend the en-

trance of the harbour, to the light-houfe at the mouth
of the harbour, are about 2000 yards; after we were
in pofTeffion of this battery, and drilled fome of the

great cannon, which the French had nailed and relin-

quifhed, the town and battery cannonaded one another

with a great and ufelefs expence of ammunition. This
folly was lefs excufable in the French, as they could not
poflibly have any recruit of flores ; the diflance from the

grand battery to the circular battery of the town, is 1857
yards, which is too great for much good execution.

From Maurepas gate to the ifland battery, E. N. E.

1273 yards : from the ifland battery to the light-houfe,

N. E. I J 33 yards.

As the French royal navy at prefent are much [d] re-

duced, and not capable of fending any confiderable

fquadron fo far aboard ; perhaps in good ceconomy and
with fufficient fecurity, the prefent nominal chargeable

corps (befides the large detachment from the train of
ordnance) in garrifon at Louifbourg of about 4000
men, may be reduced to 2000 effedtive men, and the

reformed men may with proper encouragement be fent

to fettle, and be intermixed with the French in Nova
Scotia i continuing them in corps and in pay for fome
time.

The prefent garrifon troops of Louifbourg, if com-
plete, confiftof

[/] A little bfore the commencement of the prefent Spanifti war,
the French royal navy confifted of

1 ihip of 90 guns I 7 (hips of 62 guns

9 of 74
4 of 72

4 of 64

6 of 60
of 50
of 40 1046

All thefe may be called line of battle fliips ; but in the progrefs of this

prefent French war to this writing, they are reduced to near half the

fiumber.

A a 2 Fuller's
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men
Fuller's reg. 815 fMarchino-
Warburton's 8

1 5 < officers included ]
^^^^.^^^^^"g

Frampton's 3 comp. 245 ^ regiments

SirWm. Pepperell's 1000 v for officers not in- r may be

<^cluded add 80 or<^ called ma-

Gol. Shirley's 1000 /more to each crines.

The projeft of raifingtwo regiments in New-England
was faulty in two refpefts. i . A young fettlemiCnt, al-

ready much reduced in their young men, by late expe-

ditions ; to exhauft them more by (landing levies, is a

grievous hardlhip j it not only retards or Hunts the

growth of a colony, but in fadt, minorates them, and

puts them backwards j this is the general complaint

of the country ; extravagant price of labour, and want

of labourers. 2. The public difappointment of the

ihtereft of Great-Britain, where 2000 men are depend-

ed upon; of thefe 1000 perhaps are and ever will be

non-effed:ives, it being imprafticable for the country to

fpare fo iti^ny men, for flanding or continued regular

troops.

Perhaps the fpeculative" original defign, at home,

rnight appear fpecious, that is, i. A garrifon of men
indigenous natives of, or habituated to, the climate. 2.^

That by referving fome officers commiffions to the

difpofal of the colonies, the gentlemen of our milida

who had diftinguifhed themfch^es in the expeditions,

might have fome reward for their merit ; this iaft de-

fign was attended with the [e'] inconveniency of being

perverted, by bellowing thefe commiffions to purchafers,

to relations and to friends.

Some of our good farmers, artificers, and other la-

bourers, leaving their feveral occupations for a ffiort

[e] When I write with freedom, impartial difmterefted readers will

excufe me in quality of a difmterefted hiftorian ; I have no perfonal

difregard or malice, and write of the prefent times, as if thefe things

had been tranfafted 100 years fmce.

time,
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time, to ferve their country upon an exigency, in a mi-

litary way, is very laudable. This was in pra6lice amongfl
the Romans ; fome of their great generals have upon
this account left the plough, and when the expedition

was over, have returned to it again ; fuch ought to be

rewarded with places of profit or honour, without pur-

chafe, fubfcriptions forprefents, affignments of their pay
for a time, and other [/] avaricious contrivances.

In the fummer 1746, the aifembly of MalTachufetts-

Bay, fent to the court of Great-Britain [g], accounts of
their provincial charge in reducing of Louiiboum, to

the amount of about 178,000/. fberling. This afrair is

ftill depending, and is imputed, rather to the inadiivity

and improper application of our agents, than to dilato-

rinefs in the miniftry and parliament. : the righteoufnefs

and generofity of our parliaments are notorious, and a.

reimburfement is unqueftionable; andif properly pufhed
to efreft, we might have had for fome time pafl, an an-

nual accruing intereft upon debentures of 7000 /. flerling,

per annum, which at prefent is 70,000 /. New-England

[/] Hungry or indigent animals are voracious ; and amongfl: man-
kind this may proceed further, to a Crefcit afnor nummi quantum ipfa ^e-

cunia crefcit, which is in itfelf indefinite.

[^] Thefe accounts were in fundry articles.

1

.

Account of the firft mufter-rolls in the expedition to Cape-Breton^

as made up and paid by order of the General AfTembly of the Maffa-
chufletts-Bay province.

2. Account of the feveral fums paid by the committee to the of-

ficers and foldiers who continued in your Majefty's garrifon at Louif-

bourg, until they were difcharged by your Majefty's order.

3. Account of the charge of tranfport veffels employed in your
Majefty's fervice, in the expedition to Cape-Breton, and for the fervice

of the garrifon at Louifbourg ; exclufive of fuch as were laden with
ftores by-exprefs order from the general and admiral.

4. Account of the charge of the vefTels of war in the pay of the

MafTachufletts province, in the expedition to Cape-Breton, and after

redudtion of the place.

5. Account of the coft and charge of tranfporting warlike and other

ftores, for the fervice of your Majefty's forts and garrifon at Louif-

bourg, by order of admiral Warren and general Pepperell.

With fome contingent charges.

A a 3 .
' currency

;
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currency -, this would much lefTen our yearly provincial

tax.

At Louifbourg their currency founds as if it were

fterling value •, Britilh coin cannot be exported, there-

fore Spanifli coin, which is the moft general in all the

commercial countries of our globe, reduced to a fterling

value, is called fterling by us. Immediately upon our

pofTefiing of Louifbourg, the Gibraltar and colonies

currencies cheat began to take place -, that is, the com-

miiTaries or pay-mafters, what was charged to the pro-

per officers or boards at home at 5 s. fterling, they paid off

(to their own private advantage of 11 per cent, a cheat)

by a milled piece of eight, value 4 j. 6J. fterling. If Lou-

ifbourg fnould continue a garrifon, a confiderable article

in the Britiih annual fupply, thofe commiiraries, from

the example of our American colonies and Gibraltar,

would foon improve their profits, to pay away a light

piece of eight, value 3 j. 6^. fterling for a Britilh crown

or 5 s. fterling. The impofition at Gibraltar of is. fterling

for \6d. currency and pay, it is faid, has lately been un-

der confideration of the Britifh parliament \ may it in-

troduce the confideration of the abufes in our plantation

paper currencies, where the abufe is vaftly more \ in

Gibraltar i s. fterling, is paid away for a nominal 1 6 ^. in

MafTachulTetts-Bayi from a [^] very b— d adminiftration,

\y\ Lofers are indulged to complain, and naturally do complain and

are clamorous. Is it poffible for a man in the fpace of a year or two

to be gradually robbed of one half of his perfonal eftate without com-

plaining ? The complaint is feafonable, being at the opening of the

new affembly of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, the moft con-

fiderable of our colonies.

Some men do not care who finks, if they fwim ; if our eftates are

ftill more to be reduced by this cheating game, feme perfons will com-

plain more loud ; and perhaps fome anecdotes or private hillory of

thefe affairs, gathered from the unguarded information of fome blab-

bing confidents, may require to be communicated to the public : to a

man aggrieved, there is fome pleafure or fatisfaftion in venting him-

ielf by complaining, even where there is no redrefs.

From time to time, anticipating the affair of currencies, referred to

the Appendix:, may be excufed : this pernicious dtfolating torrent be-

coming more and more violent, requires a more fpeedy refiftance.

we



Sect. VII. 0/ Nova Scotia. 359
we have exceeded all our colonies, even North Caro-

lina, where their paper money was at a difcount with a

The colony of Maffachufetts-Bay was the leader of paper currencies

in the Britiih plantations, and have now at length carried this fraud to

the utnicfl: (even beyond North-Carolina management ;) if carried fur-

ther the ftaple muft break, and the fraud of the wicked projeftors (io

all affairs there are limits, which in the nature of things cannot be ex-

ceeded) ceafe.

I fhall enumerate fome of the many mifchiefs attending the bad
fraudulent management of paper currencies. 1. From an equality

with fterling, afterwards with proclamation value, they have reduced

the value of our currency to lo for i llerling. II. The governor and
legiflature keep up their falaries and wages to the fterling value, but

feemingly allow all other tranfaftions to run into confulion and ruinous

depreciations. III. The depreciations might have in a great meafure

been obviated, even when there were great exigencies far prefent mo-
mey. Thus after the f rft emiffions being 40,000 /. anno 1690 and

1691, to pay oiFche public debts incurred by Phipps's Canada^xpedi-

tion, when there was an appearance of an enfuing depreciation, if more
were emitted ; the government did wifely borrow the bills already

emitted, from the poireifors, with good effeft, and thefe bills did not

depreciate. If, in the Cape-Breton, and amufing late Canada expe-

ditions, we had done the fame, it would have hacTthe like good effedl

with refpedl to the public, but would not have anfvvered the wicked
intentions and occafions of the promoters of thefe bills, '^72;. i. Of
thofe who had acquired the craft of negotiating (in troubled waters

good iifliing) thefe depreciating bills to their own advantage. 2. Of
thofe who were to redeem their mortgaged eftates by defrauding their

creditors with a depreciated nominal value, inllead of the true con-

trafted value ; well knowing, that a multiplied paper credit, depre-

ciates itfeif more and more. IV. By aft of affembly, a public bill of

credit explicitly in its face promifiing only 2 oz. 13 d. 8 gr. filver, fhall

be equal to a bill promifing 3 oz. fiher; that is, in common arith-

metic, 8 fhall be equal to 9. V. In the fame kind of impofitions,

ufed by Lewis XIV, of France, who by recoinages from time to time
minorated his money ; at length finding his people reduced to infen-

fible dupes, he faved the charge of recoining, and uttered the fame coin

with only fome little mark or llamp, at a further depreciated value.

In June 1744, to fave the charge of new plates, we minorated the va-

lue of emiffions of November,
1 741, by a few dalhes upon the fame

plate.

Finally, fome fay, that as it is a maxim in the civil law, ^ici'vem
feware potej}, et nonfewat, occidit; the proper check negative in the

legiflature, ought to bear all the blame of thefe iniquitous depreciations

^d abfurdities which expofe the province.

A a 4 fallacious
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fallacious cheating truck; it is lo for i fterling; ours is

fomewhat worfe in good bills fte'rling.

From the furrender of Louilbourg and territories

thereto belonging, June 17, 1745, to June 1748, there
have been feveral tranfient commandants, but no con-
tinued eftablilhed governor -, if the court of Great-Bri-
tain were in earned to retain this place, many candidates
would have appeared, and fome ptfrfon of great intereft

eftablilhed ; whereas from a colonel (Warburton) being
lieutenant-governor, it is now reduced to a lieutenant-
colonel being governor. The commandants in fuc-

ceflion have been as follows from the furrender:

I. The general Pepperrell, and comimodore War-.
ren, naturally joint adminiftrators.

_
2. AdmiralWarren[?], governor; colonelWarburton,

lieutenant-governor.

3. Commodore Knowles {k] governor; colonel War-
burton lieutenant-governor.

4. Hobfon, lieutenant-colonel to Fuller, governor;
Ellifon, lieutenant-colonel to Pepperrell, lieutenant-

governor.

[«] Admiral Warren went home, and has fince done great fervice,

acquired much glory, and a very great fortune.

[k] Commodore Knowles went to command a fquadron from Ja-
maica, to reduce St. Jago de Cuba, a neft of Spanilh privateers, or ra-

ther pirates : his conduit and fuccefs was as formerly ; no benefit to
the public, no profit to himfelf ; in failing out, the norths (as he writes)
would not allow him ; and in returning to Jamaica he vifited St. Jago,
but could not be reconciled to their preparations for defence. As a
by-blow, he furprized, in March 1747-8, the French Port Louis of
Hifpaniola, with the lofs of two good captain?, Renton and Cuft, and
feVeral other men ; and the fine man of war fcooner Achilles, built by
the ingenious Ihip-builder Mr. Hallowel of Bofton, in carrying advice
fro.m Mr. Knowles to Jamaica, was taken by two Spanifli privateers.

Admiral Knowles deftroyed and carried off fome iron guns ; it is faid,

that by capitulation it was to be deemed a free and neutral port, and
confequently proper to fupply the French with provifion and ammu-
nition from all nations j this cannot be credited in the worft of
condufl.

SECT.
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SECT. VIII.

Concerning the province of MafTachufetts-Bay,

TT^HE next four following fedions concern the do-«

J[ minions of New-England, at prefent divided into

four feveral colonies or governments. To render the

accounts of them more clear and diflin6t, we (hall begin

tills feCtion with an introdudtory article, in general, con-

cerning the fundry grants and fettlements made, before

they were colonized by royal charters and patents. As
Mafiachufetts-Bay province, is compofed of many dif-

ferent grants, united at prefent in one charter ; fome ge-

neral account of thefe feveral territories may be ufeful

;

afterwards we proceed to more particular accounts of
thefe territories in fo many dii^lind: articles, beginning

from the northward.

Article I.

Some general account of the dominions of New-England,
• and a general account of the territories incorporated by

royal charter into one province or colony by the name of
MafTachufetts-Bay in New-England.

THIS is a laborious affair, being obliged to confult

MSS records ; the many printed accounts are, i.

Too credulous and fuperftitious. 2. Too trifling ; muft
the infipid hiftory of every brute (fome men as to intel-

le6ts do not exceed fome brutes) or man-animal be tranf-

mitted to pofterity ? 3. The accounts of every white

man and Indian mutually killed, or otherways dead,

would fwell and lower hiftory fo m.uch, as to render the

perufal of fuch hiftories (excepting with old women and
children) imprafticable. 4. The fucceffion of pious

paftors, elders, and deacons, in the feveral townfhips,

parilhes, or congregations, I leave to ecclefiaftic chrono-

logers ; canonization or fainting feems not confiftent with

our
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our proteftant principles. 5. The printed accounts, in
all refpeds, are beyond all excule [/j intolerably erro-
neous.

[/j Mankind are not only to be further informed, but ought alfo upon
occafion to be undeceived

; for this reafon, and not as a fnarling critic,

I have fabjoined the following annotation, concerning fomeofthemofl
noted writers of New-England affairs. At prefent 1 Ihall mention only
two or three ofthofe that are generally read ; and in the leouel of this
hiftory, may animadvert occaiionally upon feme others. I rind in ge-
neral, that without ufmg judgment, they borrow from old credulous
writers, and relate things obfelete for many years paft, as if in the pre-
fent Hate of the country.

Dr. Cotton Mather's map of New-England, New-York, thejerfeys,
and Penfylvania, is compofed from fome old rough draughts of the firft

difcoverers, with obfolete names not known at this time, and has fcarce
any refemblance of the country ; it may be called a very erroneous
antiquated map.

Capt. Cyprian Southack's land map of the eaftern North- America,
is worfe; it is as rude as if done by an Indian, or as if done in thofe
ages when men firft began to delineate countries ; it gives no informa-
tion, but has no other bad effed, than turning fo much paper to wafte

:

but his large chart of the coaft of Nova Scotia and New-England, be-
ing one continued error, and a random performance, may be of per-
Nicious confequence in trade and navigation ; therefore it ought to be
publicly advertifed as fuch, and deftroyed, wherever it is found amongfi;
fea charts.

Oldmixon's (he died anno t 742) Britifh empire in America, 2 vol.
8vo. Lond. 1708. He generally writes, as If copying from fome ill-

founded temporary news-paper. Dr. C. Mather fays, that Oldmixon,
in 56 pages, has 87 falfhoods. He prefixes Mather's filly map, and
confeffes that he borrowed many thmgs from Cotton Mather's Mag-
nalla; leaving out, the puns, anagrams, miracles, prodigies, witches,
fpeeches, and epiftles. Mather's hiftory he calls a miferable jargon,
loaded with many random learned quotations, fchool boy exercifes,
Roman like legends, and barbarous rhimes. Neal writes, the colony
of Conftedicut furrendered their charter 1688, and have holden no
courts fince. N. B. Upon Sir Edmund Andrew's arrival, 1686, as
governor of the dominions of New England, i2'c they dropped the ad-
mlniftration according to their charter ; but their charter not being
vacated by any legal trial, upon the Revolution they were allowed to
profecute the admiuiftration, and to hold courts as formerly—400
ftudents in Cambridge, New England—His account of the Indian re-
ligions, or rather worfhip, is falfe and ridiculous —The Indians live

commonly to igo^Et.—Plymouth-Bay is larger than Cape Cod, and
has two fine iflands, Rhode-ifland and Elizabeth-ifland—New-England
is bounded weft by Penfylvania—Dorchefter i% the next town to Bofton

The
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The firft Englifh difcovery of "the eaftern coafts of

North-America was by the Cabots in the end of the

fifreenth century. The firft effedual royal grant of foil

or property was, anno 1584, to Sir Walter Raleigh and

allociates -, he gave the name Virginia to all the continent

for bignefs—At Bofton there is a mint. N. B Perhaps he meant the

mint 1652, affumed in the time of the troubles and confufions in Eng-
land—An indefinite number of more errors, the repetition of thern

would be confutation fufficient.

Neai's Hiftory of New-England, z vol. 8vo. Lond. 1720. He is

much upon the hiftory of the low ecclefiaftics, borrowed from the noted

Mather's Magnalia Chrifti Americana. He gives a tedious filly ridi-

culous conjeftural account of the fettling of North-America from
Scythia and Tartary, and the fouthern parts from China—Natick is

an Indian town, confifting of two long ftreets, each fide of the river;

as if he were defcribing one of the large Dutch voting towns with a
river or canal running through it. N B. This Indian town at prefenc

confifts only of a few ftraggling wigwams — Orange Fort of Albany is

eighty miles up Hudfon's river— the Indian government is ftridly

monarchical. N. B. The Indians of a tribe or clan, live together like

friendly, but independent neighbours; their fenators or old men, have
no coercive or commanding power over their young men; all they can
ufe is only perfuafion.—Quebec has five churches and a cathedral.

N. B. Only one parochial church, which alfo ferves as a cathedral

;

and a conventual chapel in the lower town.—The great frefli water
lakes behind New-England, are conftantly frozen over in winter from
November ; which occalions the long and hard winters of New-Eng-
land. N. B. Thefe lakes are upon a fmall ftorm of wind, tempeftu-

ous, and never frozen over ; and becaufe of their foft vapour, not

much fnow lies within twelve or twenty miles difiance from thefe lakes.

—The whale fifhing is almoftneglefted in New-England ; Newfound-
land has almoft engroffed it. N. B. In Newfoundland they make only

a fmall quantity of liver oil—The clergy of New-England are not re-

nowned for humanity and politenefs.— The French in New-England
are very numerous—The conveniency of fifhing renders Cape-Cod
populous as moft places in New-England. N. B. At prefent Cape-
Cod, called Province Town, may ccnfift of two or three fettled fami-

lies ; two or three cows ; and fix to ten iheep—To enumerate the other

errors and blunders of this performance, would be copying of it; but

it will not bear fuch a new impreffion.

This annotation is already too prolix for an amufement ; we muft
defer to fome other occafion the ainufements from Cotton Mather's

Mag N AHA, or Hiftory of New- England, from Salmon's modern
hiftory, from Atlas maritimus et commercialis, from Jeffelin, and froijx

fiubbard.

in
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in general, fo called from the Engliih queen of that time
Elizabeth, a virgin queen becaule never married.

New-England was firil difcovered to any purpofe, by
captain Golnold 1602 ; and the fifh, train oil, fkin, and
fur trade thereof, with the Indians for fome years, was
principally carried on by forne Briilol men. A rafcally

fellow. Captain Hunt, carried off fome Indians ; and, in

the Mediterranean lea of Europe, fold them to the

Spaniards, as flavcs. Moors of the coaft of Barbary.
During fome following years the Indians had an averfion

to, and jealoufy of, the Knglifh traders •, but at length
anno 1619, they were brought to a thorough reconcilia-

tion, which made the beginning of the New i-^lymouth

fettlement more eafily carried on.

This captain Gofnold ofDarmouth, was an affociate of
Raleigh's. Anno 160?., from England inftead of the for-

mer wide indired courle to Virginia by the Canary and
Caribbee iflands ^ he failed a more dired: or northern
courfe, and fell in with this coaft ; was embayed in N.
Lat. 42 D. 10 M. where he caught many cod fifh, anS
called it Cape Cod ; thence failing fouthward he gave
queen EHzabeth's name to one iiland ; and to the next
ifland, where he found quantities of wild grape vines, he
gave the name of Martha's Vineyard 5 thefe names are

retained to this day.

Captain Gofnold at his return to England gave a good
charadler of this new country, which induced feveral

gentlemen jointly t.o obtain a royal grant anno i6ob
(Sir Walter Raleigh from his attainder having forfeited

his grants in North-America) April 10, they were two
companies in one charter to plant and difpofe of lands

there; fee p. 204, They were much the fame diftrids

as are our prefent fouthern and northern diftrids of cu-
ftom houfes ; the fouthern diftrid was called the Lon-
don company, which does not belong to this part of our
hiftory. The other was called the northern diftrid.

North Virginia, or the company of Plymouth or Weft
country adventurers; Lord chief juftice Popham and Sir

Ferdinand©
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Ferdinando Gorge were of this company ; Lord chief

juftice Popham was their patron and principal promoter:

he dying foon after, the fettlement dropped ; but fome
trade for fifh, Ikins, and furs was carried on for fome
years. Their firil adventure was taken by the Spaniards

anno 1 606. Captain George Popham appointed prefi-

dent or director of a fettlement to be made there, came
over with captain Gilbert in two jQiips with families and
{lores anno 1607 -, fome families wintered at fagadahoc

near the mouth of Qiienebec river (here many good
rivers meet and difcharge themfelves into the bay called

Merrymeeting-Bay) anno 1608, but foon left it with the

charader of a cold, barren, inhofpitable defert.

Captain Smith, called the traveller, fometime prefident

of Virginia, an ingenious man, anno 1614, with two
velTels came upon this coaft for trade and difcovery of
mines of minerals, metals, and precious flones ; amifa*
era fames promoted moft of our American difcoveries ;

he furveyed the coaft well, and gave names (ftili upon
record) to many of the head-lands, bays, and rivers,

which are now oblblete, and other names have taken

place : he prefented a plan of the country to the court of
England, and it was called New-England, which name
it retains to this day.

About this time there were feveral voluntary com-
panies of adventurers to America, but without grants or

patents : the London, Briftol, Exeter, Plym.outh, iSc,

companies, who foon diffolved of themfelves.

The northern company of anno 1606, infenfibly dif-

folved it itfelf 5 and a new company of adventurers was
formed, called the Council of Plymouth, or Council of
New -England; their patent reachingfromN.lat. 44D. to

48 D. is dated Nov. 1 8, anno 1 620, to the duke ofLenox,
marquis of Buckingham, marquis of Hamilton, ^c. the

corporation to confift of forty ; upon deaths the vacancies

to be fupplied by a vote of the furvivors. Being in pro-

cefs of time divided among themfelves, they furrendered

their patent 1635, and fome of them, e.g. duke of

I -

'

Hamilton,
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Hamilton, Sir Ferdinando Gorge, (^c. obtained from king
Charles I, peculiar grants or patents : their patent wa?
defignedly extended much north and fouth, to include

and keep up the Engliih claim to New-Netherlands in

pofTelTion of the Dutch to the Ibuthward, and to L'Aca-
die, fince called Nova Scotia, then in pofTeffion of the

French, to the northward [m] •, fee a large account of thefe

affairs, p. 109 and 205. To be a body corporate, to

have a common feal, make laws, and difpofe of any parts

thereof, but could not [n] delegate the jurifdidion with-

out an additional royal charter.

This council of Plymouth, or New-England, made
many indiftincfl and interfering grants •, at this time many
of their grants are become obfolete, fuch as duke Ha-
milton's ofthe Naraganfet country, Mr. Mafon's ofNew-
Hampfhire, fome grants upon Kenebec river, ^c. The
members of this council of Plymouth differing amongft
themfelves, occafioned the lurrender of their charter to

the court, by an inftrument under their common feal

dated June 7, 1635 •, tliere has been no general Britifh

company in America (ince that time.

Here we may obferve in general, that Laud [<?], arch-

billiop of Canterbury, noted for his immoderate zeal to

{ml Thus Nova Scotia and Sagadaliock, or the former duke of

York's property, at that time in pofleflion of the French, were, by the

Maffachufetts charter, annexed in jurifdiftion to Maffachufetts-Bay ;

the court of Great-Britain, notwithllanding, feera to referve their pro-

perty and jurifdidlion there, and accordingly have withdrawn Nova
Scotia from the jurifdiftion of the province of MafTachufetts-Bay, and

conftituted it a king's government to no purpofe ;
perhaps, if it had

continued annexed to a popular government, fome progrefsnlighthave

been made towards a fettlement.

[»] Lately the commifTioners appointed from home to determine the

boundaries between the colony of Rhode-ifland, and that part of the

Maffachufetts province, formerly called the colony of New-Plymouth

;

the defeft of a fubfequent royal charter to New-Plymouth, was the

reafon why the commiffioners determined, and afterwards confirmed by

the king in council, ftriftly according to the royal charter of Rhode-

ifland, though thirty-eight years pofterior to the New-Plymouth grant.

[0] Archbifhop Laud may be called the Father of New-England;

he was a confiderable ftatefman, prime minifter or principal advifer to

promote
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promote uniformity in the church, occafioned an emi-

gration of Non-conformifts in great numbers to New-
England, preceding anno 1641 : but from that time,

until the reftoration of the family of Stuart, being about

twenty years, very few came abroad ; the Independent or

congregational manner of religious performances having

the afcendant in England, as molt [^] fuitable to the civil

adminiftration of thofe times. In the reigns of Charles II,

Charles I. His adminiftration was rigid againft the good and religi-

ous Non-conformifts. He was accufed and convidled of a defign to in-

troduce popery, and fabvert the conftitution ; for which he fuffered.

death by the axe, Jan. 10, 1644.

[p] Cromweirs reducing the church of England to feparately cove-

nanted independent congregations, was a mafter- piece in politics; in

true policy all civil governments ought to encourage the congregational

fcheme. A national eftabliflied church, epifcopal or prefljyterian, in a
civil national government, is imferhmi in i7!!perio, a wheel within a
wheel, as it is commonly expreffed ; which renders the movements
more perplexed ; and by a national church afl'uming the direction or

pointing ofour natural enthufiafm, it clogs and endangers fhe civil con-

ftitution. Our New- England congregationalifts feem to deviate from
their primitive difcipline : in imitation, perhaps, of a new convocation

of the clergy of the church of England, at the opening of a new par-

liament ; our congregational minifters of New-England have a formal

fynod or meeting at the time of the general eleftion or opening of a
new legiflative civil aftembly : they afi'ume the conftitution ofa fynod,

e. g. at times they addrefs the king in this ftyle : The paftors of the

churches in his majefty's province of Maffachufetts-Bay in New-Eng-
land, affembled at their annual convention in May : their papers are

figned in form by the Moderator, in imitation of the legal national

(by aft of union eftabliftied in perpetuity) general aftTembly of the

preftDyterian church of Scotland, my Alma mater. The Quakers have
fallen into the fame error, by their quarterly and annual idnerant

meetings, which, in time by cunning men, that is, ftatefmen, may be
improved to the difadvantage of the civil government.

A national church adminiftration, diftindb from the national civil ad-

miniftration, is very inconvenient. The moft abfurd notional opi-

nions in religion, if not eftabliftied by the penal laws of a national

church, are of no confequence, and from their abfurdity drop, if

allowed to ta'."3 their courfes; but if forcibly flopped, or dammed up,

they gather, and in time may break out into a rapid torrent, carrying

all before them : th^ civil wars in Engl and. Car J, are a notorious in-

ilance of this. To (\\xzY\^y th'i% imperi um in imperio, the Roman Em-
peror was Pontifex Maximus, and the King of lingland is called Head
«fthe Church.

and
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and of James II, many diffenters came over. Late-

ly the long leafes of the farmers in the north of Ireland

being expired, the landlords raifed their rents extravagant-

ly. This occafioned an emigration of many north

of Ireland Scotch prefbyterians with an intermixture

of wild Irifh Roman catholics. At firft they chofe [jj
New-England ; but being brought up to hufbandry or

raifmg of grain, called bread corn, New-England did

not anfwer fo well as the colonies fouthward : therefore

at prefent they generally refort to Penfylvania, a good
grain colony.

This council of Plymouth parcelled out their grant

into feveral colonies or fettlements.

Robert Brown, a [r] hot headed young enthufiaftical

clergyman began anno 1580, to preach againil the ce-

remonies and difcipline of the church of England j he

[q] They erefled a prelbyterian meeting-houfe in Bofton, Mr. John
Morehead their prefbyter, as appears by an infcription, in two co-

lumns, and not elegant

:

The firft column,

^his chh. of prejhyterian firangers, nvas congregated afino dom, 1725.
j^fiKo (iom. I J^^i hy afmall but generous

Ilia manebit. Labilis e contrafifit erana

Sufrema. Defiderio J. M. hujus ecclefia.

The fecond column,

*Fhis huilding nvas begun anno dom. 1 742, and fini/hed

Number. Hujusfundamen faxum efi, Domus
Peribit. Gloria Chrifii lex nofira

Chriflique pafior, andfirfi preached in May Gth,

Latin and Englifli interlarded is new, excepting in burlefque ; like-

wife the difpofition of thefe lines is lingular, and to be rightly under-

ftood muft be read by joining the feveral lines of each column. This

church is a neat convenient building, and doubtlefs in time may be

endowed with more learned and elegant paftors of the prelbyterian

]node.

[r] Mr. Wh—Id, a young clergyman of the churt,.h of England,

has lately appeared in the fame manner, preaching againft the bad con-

dud of the clergy of England ; his difciples are called Methodifts,

Separatifts, or New Lights. JV. B. This New Light is an unnatural

compofition of free-thinking and devotional cant.

was
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was perfecuted or baited and teazed by the bifliops

courts ; he with fome difciples left England, and formed

a church at Middleburgh of Zealand, in the Dutch
Low-countries -, after fome time this effervefcence or

ebullition of youth fubfided ; he returned to England,

recanted, and had a church of England cure bellowed

upon him, and died in that communion, anno 1630.

A congregation of thefe Brownifts was formed in Yar-

mouth 1602 ; being haraffed by the eftablifhed church

of England, with their pallor they tranfported them-
felves to Leyden in Holland ; here they became moire

moderate under the diredlion of their pallor [j] Mr. Ro-
binfon ; and from Brownifts changed their denomination

to that of Independents. Being of unfteady temper, they

refolved to remove from amongft ftrangcrs, after ten years

relldence, to fome remote country in fome wildernefs,

where without moleftation they might worfhip God in

their own devotional w^y. Thus the firft fettlements in

New-Englgnd were upon a religious account, not pro-

perly for produce, manufaflures, and trade, but as

reclufes : amongft the Roman catholics are many com-
munities or convents of unmarried or fmgle perfons

reclufe ; but thefe were reclufe families.

After having obtained an inftrument from king James
], for the free exercife of their religion in any part of

America -, they fold their eftates and made a common
bank, and entered into articles of agreement with the

adventurers called the council of Plym.outh, to fettle on
the banks of Hudfon's river, now in the government of

New-York -, after the misfortune of being twice put back

they failed 120 perfons in one ftiip from Plymouth (they^

gave the fame name to their new fettlement) Sept. 6,

1620, and fell in with Cape Cod Nov. 9; being too

late in the feafon for proceeding to Hudfon's river j al-

though without the limits of their agreement, they were
obliged to fit down in the barren foil, and formed them-

[i] Mr. Robinfon's fgn Ifaac died at Bamftaple, New-England, 1 706,
^t. 106.

Vol. I. B b felves
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felves into a voluntary afTociation or colony, fubfcribed

by forty-one men, but had no communication with the

Indians of the country until the middle of March follow-

ing ; about this time thefe Indians, by fome epidemic

malignant illnefs and inteftine wars, had been much re-

duced. They chufe Mr. Carver governor for one year

;

but he died in April following, and was fucceeded by

Mr. Bradford. From the length of the voyage, other

fatigues, and extrem.e cold weather, about fifty of their

number died the firft year of putrid fevers, and othef

fcorbutic ails ; all was in common for the firft two or

three years, having divided themfelves into nineteen

families, menages, or mefles : yearly they received a few

recruits of -people; anno 1624, when they received their

grant, the whole fettlement confifted of only 180 perfons

in thirty-two mefles. From fo fmall a beginning in the

fpace of about 125 years. New- England is arrived to its

prefent glory. They purchafed their lands of MafTaflbit,

the Indian Sachem ; he was glad of their alliance and

afliftance, being then at war with the Naraganfet Indian

numerous tribe.

They had no grant of their lands from the council of

Plymouth until anno 1624 ; this grant was not to the

company of adventurers and freemen, but to Wilham
Bradford, his heirs, aflbciates, and afligns ; he was af-

terwards perfuaded to affign this grant to the freemen in

general. This aflignment (as I underftand it) was after-

wards confirmed by a new grant from the council of

Plymouth to the company of freemen, Jan. 1629-30 :

they never had any royal charter or patent, confequently

1)0 jurifdi6lion ; the council of Plymouth could convey

property, but could not delegate jurifdiftion. Here we

muft break off, and reaffume the hiftory of Plymouth

old colony, when we come to the article of Plymouth as

a conftituted colony. '

It is certain, that the firft fettlers of New-England did

not (as in fome of our colonies) come over indigent or

criminals,
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criminals, but as devout religious \f\ Puritans ; they were

not fervants to the adventurers as in fome colonies.

Before we enter upon the four well fettled and confti-

tuted colonies of New-England, we fhall but juft men-
tion fome grants which have, in procefs of time, been in-

corporated with thefe four colonies, and their memory
loft or fwallowed up in them, and of others become ob-

folete. Some of them fhall be related more at large in

their proper places.

Mufcongus, or Lincoln grant, of thirty miles fquare,

Pemaquid grant.

Shepfcut purchafe, or Nagwafac purchafe of Robin-

hood an Indian Sagamore, Nov. i, 1639, between Saga-

dahock bay and Shepfcut river : thefe three are in the

territory of Sagadahoc.

Nehumkin purchafe of the Indians, 0£tober i^^

1649, both fides of Quenebec, river j in this lies Rich-

mond fort.

Plymouth grant, Jan. 1629, to William Bradford and
affociates^ lies both fides of Quenebec river ^ in this arc

Cufhnock falls about forty miles from Noridgwog \ thefe

three are upon Quenebec river, one half in Sagadahpck,

one half in the province of Main.

\t\ The Puritans were pious, honefl, well-meaning people j biit too

contrafted, rigid, and fingular in their difcipiine and pradice^of de-

votion: they would not allow of the Englifh St. George's red crofs in

the military enfigns, colours, and flandards. In common affairs of life,

they affefted to ufe fcripture terms, and thefe not always proper ; our

tranflation is not good. Ancient terms in common life, ufed by the

polite Greeks and Romans, they called profane, and did not ufe them;
for infiance, inftead of December 25, they wrote the 25th day of the

tenth month ; inftead of Monday, they faid the fecond day of the

week ; fome of them made confcience of a pun or rebus : thus foipe

good old women would not brew on Saturdays, becaufe the ale or

beer would in courfe work upon the Lord's day following.

The generality of the firft fettlers foon became more moderate and.

focra!, while others became more obftinately and intraiStably enthufi-

aftic ; thefe laft removed, and gave birth to the voluntier fetdements

of Providence, Rhode-ifland, Conneclicut, and New Haven, in the

dominions of New-England.

Bb 2 Pegapfcot
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Pegapfcot purchafe, each fide of Pegapfcot river ; ex-

tending to the weft fide of Qiienebec river : Mr. Whar-
ton purchafed it of the Indian Sagamores 1683, being
about 500,000 acres. At prefent it belongs to nine pro-
prietors, Thomas Hutchinfon, etc. it interferes with Na-
humkin purchafe and Plymouth grant.

Province of Main granted 15 Car. I, to Sir Ferdinando
Gorge, extending from Pifcataqua and Newichewenock
rivers to Quenebec river, and 1 20 miles inland ; includes

the Pegapfcot purchafe •, was purchafed by the colony of
MafTachufetts-Bay, and is annexed by the new charter.

Province of New-Hampfhire -, from Pifcataqua river,

to within three miles of Merimack river, granted to Mr.
Mafon 1624, fold by Mr. Mafon's heirs to Mr. Allen of
London. At prefent that grant; and conveyance feem to

be obfolete : the property of the fettled land is in the

fettlers j the property of the wafte land is in the crown -,

and the jurifdidlion of the whole in the crown : it ex-

tends fixty miles inland, and lately there is annexed an in-

definite quantity of territory belonging to the crown,
formerly claimed by Maflaehufetts-Bay.

Colony of Plymouth, the mother colony of New-
England J extending from Old Maflachufetts to the feas^

viz. to Maflachufetts-Bay, the ocean, and within three

miles of Naraganfet-Bay -, it is now annexed to Mafi^a-

chufetts ; they began a voluntier fettlement, 1620.

Mr. Wefton, one of the Plymouth adventurers, ob-
tained a feparate grant of fome land j and in May, 1622,
fent over about fixty men to make a fettlement at Wey-
mouth about fifteen miles fouth from Bollon ; they ma-
naged ill, became idle and difTolute, and foon broke up,

and their memory is loft.
**

Mr. Gorge, fon to Sir Ferdinando Gorge, anno 1623,
brought over fome fettlers : he had fome commiflion

from the Council of Plymouth, as governor-general

;

foon difcouraged, he returned home.
About the fame time Mr. David Thompfon attempt-

ed a fettlement at Pifcataqua ; the memory of it is loft.

Some
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Some adventurers propofed to make a fettlernent north

fide .of MafTachufetts-Bay. Anno 1624, they began a

fmall fettlernent at Cape Anne, the northern promontory

of this bay, and are now become the mod confiderable

Brkifh America fettlernent, which, by way of eminence, is

commonly called New-England ; they have had a firflt

and fecond charter, as fhall be more fully related.

Anno 1 62 6, captain Wolafton and fome others, witp

fervants, provifions, and other ftores, began a fettlernent

at Braintree ; but not anfwering expedation, after two
years they intirely broke up: fome went to Virginia,

fome to New Plymouth.

Anno 1630, earl of Warwick had a grant ofa trad of

land along (hore from Naraganfet river, forty leagues

weft foutherly, and back inland to the South Seas. Earl

ofWarwick affigned his grant to Vifcount Say and Seal,

and to Lord Brook, and nine more afTocia^es ; finding

many difficulties in fettling, they affigned their right to

the Connedlicut and New-Haven fettlers -, thefe fettlers

were emigrants from Maflachufetts-Bay ; originally they

had no title, but fate down at pleafure, and do at pre-

fent enjoy a royal charter by the name of the Colony of

Connedicut, Part of this grant, viz, from Naraganfet

bay to Connedicut river, when the council of Plymouth
furrendered their patent, was given anno 1636 by the

king to duke Hamilton -, he never was in poffeffion, and

the claim is become obfolete.

Anno 1642, Mr. Mayhew obtained a grant of the

iflands of Nantucket, Martha's Vineyard, ^r. and began
to make fettlements there.

There were leveral other grants and purchafes for

fmall confiderations, and now become obfolete ; for in-

ftance, the million purchafefrom Dunftable fix miles each

fide of Merimack river to Winapifinkit pdnd or lake,

granted by governor Andros, and council in the reign

of James II •, a claim of this grant was, by fome of the

grantees revived about twenty-five years ago j but as

illegal and odious it was dropped.

B b 3 Originally
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Originally according to captain Snaith's map, approved
of by the court of England, New-England extended

from twenty miles eaft of Hudfon's-River, northward to

the river St. Croix, or perhaps to the gulph of St. Lau-
rence, including Nova Scotia, a fubfequent peculiar grant

;

when James 11, fent over Sir Edmund Andros governor,

his commiffion or patent was for the late colonies of Maf-
fachufetts--Bay, Plymouth, Connefticut, and Rhode-
ifland, called the dominions of New-England, diftind:

fi;om New-York and Sagadahock, of which he was alfo

appointed governor. iV. B. New-Hampfhire and Pro-

vince of Main, at that time v/ere of no confideration, be-

ing under the protection, and, as it were, tacitly annexed

to the good fiourifhing colony of Maffachiifetts-Bay.

The dominions, or rather denominations in Nev/-Eng-
land, at prefent confift of four colonies, or feverally in-

dependent legiflatures, viz. MalTachufetts-Bay province,

province of New-Hamplhire, colony of Rhode-ifland,

and colony of Connecticut: for fake of perfpicuity, to

e^ch of thefe is alTigned a diftinfl fedion.

The new charter of MalTachufetts-Bay, anno 1 691, is

a \_u] union or confolidation of feveral feparate grants into

one legiflature and jurifdidlion ; for the more effecflual

protection of the whole, againft the ipcurfions of our

neighbouring French :ind Indians. Their new charter-

comprehends the following territories ; Sagadahock, or

duk^ of York's property \ province of Main ; old co-

fa] Anno 1643, there was a union of four colonies or fettlements in

New-England for their mutual proteftion againft the enemy, French

and Indian:, to be managed by a deputation of two from each, in

church fellowfhip; they were quot9.'d, MafTachufetts-Bay ico, Ply-

mouth forty-five, Connedlicut forty-five,' New Haven forty-five.

Rhode-ifland at this time and Mafon's grant of New-Hanipfhire, and

Sir Ferdinando Gorge's grant of the province of Main were ofno conr

fideration. This was a fort of Amphiftyonic coMnc'A, ft par^a magnis.

The ancient Amphiflyonic council met at Thermopylas ; they were &

general aflembly or congrefs of deputies from feveral of the nioft noted

communities, republics, or fovereignties of Greece, who met, fpring

«lj(id autumn, upon general affairs, efpecially for mutual proteftion.
•'"^

;
. . lony
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iony of MafTachufetts-Bay, old colony of Plymouth j and

the iflands of Nantucket, Elizabeth, Martha's Vineyard,

(^. Before we reduce thefe into feparate articles, to

make the whole more apparent, we fhall infert an abf-

tra6t of this incorporating fecond or new charter (although

^ late event or tranfaftion) as it affords a general idea of

the conftitution of all our Britilh colonies.

'.. This new charter of anno 1691, bears date 3 W. and

M. Od. 7, counterfigned Pigot. After recital of the

former grant or charter, it proceeds thus : Whereas the

/aid governor and company of Maffachufetts-Be-y in New-
England^ hy virtue of the faid letters patent^ are become very

populous and well fettled; and whereas thefaid charter '^as

vacated by a judgment in Chancery in I'rinity Term^ anno

1684 ; the agents of that colony have petitioned us^ to be re-

incorporated by a new charter •, and alfo to the end that our

..colony of New-Plymouth in New-England^ may be brought^

under fuch a form of government^ as may put them in a bet^

ter condition of defence : We do by thefe prefents^ incorporate

into one real province^ by the name of the province of Maf-

fachufetts-Bay in New-England; viz. the former colony of

Majfachufetts-Bay^ the colony of New-Plymouth, [w] th&,

province of Main, the territory of Acadia or Nova Scotia^

and the [at] tra£l lying between Nova Scotia and provime.

of Main, the north half of the ijles of floods, the ijles of

[to] In the delineation of the province of Main, in the injpreffions

of a new charter, are left out (for what reafon I know not) the follow-

ing words •: Jnd up Sagadahock ri-ver, to ^enehec river, and through the

fame unto the head thereof, and into the land northnuefi-ujard, until I 20 miles

he ended, being accountedfrom the mouth of Sagadahock.

[x] Nova Scotia, anJd this traft called Sagadahock, were annexed to

this neighbouring charter to keep the Englifh claim, they being at

that time in poffeffion of the French : fince that time, by the treaty of

Utrecht 1 71 3, they have been quit-claimed by the French to the crown
of Great-Britain ; and Nova Scotia has been conftituted a feparate

property, and jurifdiftion, or government. Sagadahock hitherto con-

tinues annexed to MaiTachufetts-Bay province ; but as it is not the ab-

folute property of the province, perhaps from a large extent of a
frontier defencelefs in itfelf, it is more of an incumbrance, than of any

advantage.

B b 4 Capa-
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[^] Capawock, and Nantucket near Cape Cod, and all ijlands

within ten leagues dire£fly oppojite to the main land within

the /aid bounds. To our JuhjeBs inhcUtants of the faid
lands and their fuccejfors, quit-rent, a fifth part of all

gold, andjilver, and precious jiones that may be found there.

Confirms all lands, hereditaments, &c. formerly granted by

any general court to perfons, bodies corporate, towns, villages^

colleges, or fchools -, \%\ faving the claims of Samuel Allen

under John Mafon, and any other claim. Former grants
'

and cowoeyances not to be \_d\ prejudiced for want of form,
The governor, lieutenant-governor, andfecretmy to be in thSk

king's nomination -, twenty-eight counfellors, whereoffeven at

leajl make a board. A general court or affembly, to be con-

'vened lafi Wednefday in May yearly , confifiing of the go-

fvernor, council, and reprefentatives of the towns or places^

not exceeding \b'] two for one place -, qualification for an
eleSor 40 s. freehold, or 50 1. fierling perfonal efiate. The
\c'\ general affembly to ekSi twenty-eight \d] counfellors,

[y] Martha's Vineyard, and Elizabeth Iflands.

[zj This relates to the New-Hampfhire claim from Merlmack ri-

ver, to Necamkeag or Salem ; but the late determination of the bounda-
ties between Maffachufetts Bay and New-Hampfliire, by the king in

council, has rehaoved that claim.

[a] Governor Andros, in the arbitrary reign of James II, made ^
handle of want of form to difturb poffeffipns, by compelling the pof-
feflbrs to take new patents for their olvn lands with extravagant fe€s j

and to pay quit-rents to the crown,
[b] By uninterrupted cuftom (prefcription) the town of Bofton fend?

four reprefentatives; the qualification of 40J. freehold for an eleftor,

is become nominal value, inftead of the defigned fterling value, that;

as 4 J. inftead of 40 j. the qualification 50/. fterling, perfonal eftate is

fet at 40 /. fterling.

[c] Perhaps the natural meaning of this was, the reprefentatives of
the people ;' but at prefent the council of the former year jointly with
the reprefentatives chufe a new council.

[d\ Perhaps, the council of the prefent conftitution of the Mafia-
chufetts-Bay, labours under two difadvantages or imperfeftions. 1.

To be arbitrarily led, or rather drove by the governor, to prevent fu-

ture negatives. 2. As their eledtion is annual, they maybe biaifed by
the humour of the majority of the reprefentatives (this I have parti*

cularly obferved in the cafes of multiplied emiflions of paper currency)
left they ftiould be dropped next annual eleftion. A notorious inftance

of this happened anno 1741, when the reprefentatives dropped about

whereof



Sect. VIII. Of Massachusetts-Bay. 377

•whereof eighteen from the old colony of Majachufetts-Bay,

four from Plymouth late colony^ threefrom the province of
MainJ one for the territory of Sagadahock^ and two at large*

^hegovernor, with confent of the council, to appoint the of-

ficers in the courts ofjuflice. All born in theprovince, or iu

the paffage to andfrom it, to he deemed natural horn fuhje£is

of England, Liberty of confcience to all Chriflians except

Papifls. 'ihe general affemhly to confiitutejudicatoriesfor
all caufes criminal or civil, capital or not capital. Probate

of wills and granting of adminijlrations, to be in thegovernor

and council. In perfonal anions exceeding the value of

300 1. jlerling, may appeal to the king in council, if the ap-

peal he made in fourteen days after judgment, but execution

not to he ftaid. The general affemhly to make laws, if not

repugnant to the laws of England to [^] appoint all civil

officers, excepting the officers of the courts of jufiice, to im-

pofe taxes tohe^f] difpofed by the governor and ccunciL

one half of the former year's courcil, becaufe averfeto a certain per-

picious CHEAT, or paper-money fcheme called the land-bank; the

words of the aft of parliament, " mifchievous undertakings and un-
f* lawful;'* this fcheme was difannulled by an exprefs aft of the Britifh

parliament 1 741 J and governor Belcher could not avoid negativing

thirteen of the new elefted counfellors.

Mr. Belcher, at prefent governor of the New-Jerfeys, is generous,

void of covetoufnefs,. ftudious of the real good of the countries under

his direftion, and a ftrift obferver of royal inftruftions : if he had con-

tinued two or three years longer in the adminillration of the province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay, their paper-currency would happily have
been obliterated or cancelled, and mult naturally and gradually have
fallen into a filver currency, the general currency of the commercial
world; Mr. Belcher was not a paper money governor, he was well

acquainted in the commercial world.

{/l In the eleftion of all fuch civil officers the council and repre-

fentatives vote together, but not as two feparate negatives ; thefe of-

ficers are, the treafurer, the impoft officers, the excife officers ; the ge-

neral commiffary of provifions, ftores, and traffic for garrifons and In-

dian truck-houfes j attorney-general, and notaries for the feveral fea-

ports.

[y] Anno 1732, the council and reprefentatives of the province of
Maflachafetts-Bay applied to the king in council, concerning the right

which the houfe of reprefentatives had, to pafs upon accounts, brought

againft the public before they were paid : it was determined by the

king in council, that the houfe of reprefentatives had no fuch right.

Th$
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'ithe converfion of the Indians to he endeavoured. The go-
vernor to have a negative in, all a£ls^ and elections. All a£ii

of ajfembly to he fent home by thefirft opportunity to the king

in council for approbation ; if not difallowed in three years

after their being prefented^ fhall continue in force until re-

fceded by the affemhly [g\ The general affembly may grant
any lands in late Maffachufetts-Bay and Plymouth colonies^

and in the province of Main ; but no grant of lands fror/i

Sagadahock river to St. Laurence riverfhall be valid^ with-
' out the royal approbation. The governor to command the.

militia^ to ufe the law martial in time of actual war^ to ere^

forts and demolifh the fame at pleafure. No perfon to be

tranfported out of the province^ without their own confent^

or confent of the general affembly. The latv martial not to be

executed without confent of the council. When there is no go-

vernor^ the lieutenant-governor is to a5l ; when both are

w^ntingy the majority of the - council to . have the power.

The admiralty jurifdi^ion is referved to the king or lords of
the admiralty. ' No fubje^ of England to be debarred from
fifhing on thefea-coafi^ creeks^ or fait water rivers^ and may
ere^ lodges and Jlages in any lands not in poffeffwn of parti-

cular proprietors. All \h~\ trees fit for mafts of twenty-four

\.i\
Ey the forpier charter the provincial lands were granted to

tvventy-fix proprietors, and fuch as fhall be admitted freemen ; but by
this new charter, thefe lapds are granted to the inhabitants in general,

to be dir[:ofed of by their reprefentatives or general affembly.

[Jo] By an a£l of the Britifh parliament anno 1722, this caufe is ex-

tended, -viz. That after Sept. 21,1 722, in New-England, New-York,
and New-Jerfey in America, no perfon fhall cut or deflroy any white

pine-trees, not growing in any townfhip or its bounds, without his ma-
jef?y's licence ; on pain to forfeit for every white pine-tree, of the

grawth of twelve inches diameter and under, at three foot from the

earth, i; / flerling ; for every fuch tree from twelve to eighteen inches,

10 /. from eighteen to twenty-four inches, 20 /. from twenty-four and
upwards, 50 /. to be fued before the judge of admiralty : and all white

pine-trees, mafls or logs made of fuch trees, which fhall be found cut

or felled, without the king's licence, fhall be forfeited and feized for

the ufe of the crown. By an a£l of parliament 1729, the penalty in this

claufe of the charter is confirmed ; and the aft of 1722, is extended tq

all the Britifh provinces in America ; and confines the exception to the

property of private perfons only, notwithftanding they grow within

the limits of any townniip.

4 inches
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inches diameter and upwards, twelve inches from the ground,

growing upon land not heretofore granted to any private per-

fons, are referved to the crown \ penalty for cutting any fuch

referved trees 100 1. fterling per tree.

About twenty years fince, the affembly of Mafiachu-

fetts-Bay received and accepted an additional or explana-

tory charter from the court of Great-Britain ; the hiftory

of the affair is as follows : In the adminiftration of go-

vernor Shute, a good-natured gentleman, and though

no great politician, tenacious of the prerogative, a

few hot-headed turbulent men, who had got the afcen-

dant over their fellow-reprefentatives, and in fome mea-

fure over the council, endeavoured the fame over the go-

vernor, by affuming fome articles of the prerogative :

ii) the end of anno 1722, Mr. Shute in perfon, carried

home feven articles of complaint againft the houfe of

reprefentatives encroaching upon the prerogative.

1. Their taking poffeffion of royal malls cut into-

logs.

2. Refufmg the governor's negative of the fpeaker.

3. Affuming authority jointly with the governor and

council to appoint faffs and thankfgivings.

4. Adjourning themfelves for more than two days at

a time.

5. Difmantling of forts, and ordering the guns and

ftores into the treafurer's cuftody.

6. Sufpending of military officers, and mulcting

them of their pay.

7. Sending a committee of their own to mufter the

king's forces.

Upon a hearing before the king and council, Mr.

Cook, agent for the houfe of reprefentatives, and his

council or lawyers in the name of the houfe of reprefen-

tatives, gave up or renounced the i, 3, 5, 6, and 7 ar-

ticles ; acknowledged their fault, induced by prece-

dents of former aflemblies, but wrong and erroneous^

and that it was a former affembly, not the prefent, thai

h^d been guilty : the other two articles were .regulated
"' *

by
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by an explanatory charter, and they dire(5led to accept
the fame.

This explanatory charter is dated 12 regni Geo. I,

Auguft 20, and counterfigned Cocks. Whereas in their

charter^ nothing is direBed concerning a Speaker of the houfe

cfreprefentatives^ and of their adjourning themfehes ; // is

hereby ordered^ That the governor or commander in chiefs

Jhali have a negative in the election of the Speaker^ and the

houfe oj reprefentatives may adjourn themfehes not exceeding

two days at a time. By the prudent condu6l of cyovernor

Dummer, the afTembly were induced to accept of this

explanatory charter, by a public a6l of the general court,

anno 1726.

We may obferve in general, that the ceconomy or
mode of jurifdiftion is much the fame in all the four co-

lonies of New-England, by juftices of the peace and their

quarterly feffions, by inferior county courts of common
law ; and by provincial ambulatory fuperior courts for

appeals, where cafes are ifllied : it is alfo a court ofjufti-

ciary, or oyer and terminer.

They are divided into conflituted dillrids called town-
fhips ; they are a kind of bodies corporate, may fue and
be fued, t\t6t all proper officers, fend deputies to the

legiflature houfe of reprefentatives, and make by-laws.

The management of townfhip affairs is in a few (called

Seled-men) annually eledted by the quaUfied voters of
the townfhips or difl:ri(5ls. In moil of the other Britifh

colonies, their conflituted parifhes, by cuilom, adl as

bodies corporate ; the management is in \i] Veftry- men,
fo called, who generally are for life, and the furvivors

fupply vacancies.

In the four colonies of New-England juries are return-

ed to the feveral courts by eledion in certain quotas from

{i] Perhaps fo named, becaufe they commonly meet in the veftry-

room of the church, where the prieft is fuppofed to keep his facerdotal

veftments, and may be called the drefling-room.

the
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the feveral townfhips, but not by the appointment of the

iherifFs.

In the rigid, and furioufly zealous church and ftate ad-

miniftration of Laud, Archbifhop of Canterbury (he

carried both church and ftate beyond their bearings,

and confequently in the nature of things they overfet)

many puritans and other nonconformifts flocked over to

New-England; this occafioned a ftate proclamation

April 30, 1637, forbidding any fubjecls to tranfport

themfelves to America, without licence from his ma-
jefty's commilTioners. Anno 1640, the people in New-
EnglancJ did not exceed 4000, and, in the twenty fol-

lowing years, many went [k] home from New-England

:

their way of worlhip was then in great vogue in Old-

England.

N. B. Many of the firft Englilh fettlements in Ame-
rica, were by campanies of Adventurers, with a joint

ftock ; annually in London, each company chofe a pre-

fident and treafurer for managers.'O^

We proceed to the feveral articles concerning the co-

lonies or territories, united into one province by the new
charter of MalTachufetts-Bay.

Each article goes no further than the time of this

charter union. From that time the hiftory of their joint

affairs is carried along in the article of Old MafTachu-

fetts-Bay colony.

[i^ It is {aid that amongft others, Oliver Cromwell was flopped from
coming over. This feems to be an idle furmife ; Cromwell was an
a&ive politic man ; it cannot be imagined that a man of that genius,

and in the prime of life, would chufe a wildernefs or defert for his

fcene of adlion : befides, a perfon of his caft, and who probably might
prove turbulent at home, in good court policy ought to be allowed to

withdraw.

Articls
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Article II.

Concerning Sagadahock, fofmerly called the duke of York'*

property.

ING Charles II, March 12, 1663-4, granted to his

_ brother the duke of York, a certain territory or

tra6t of land, thus defcribed. All that part of the mahi

lafid of New-England, beginning at a certain place, called

cr known by the name of St, Croix, adjoining to New-

Scotland in America -, and from thence extending along the

fea-coafi, unto a certain place called Pem,aquin or Vemaquid^
,

and fo up the river thereof to the farthefi head of the fame^^
,

as it tendeth northwards, and extending from thence to the

river of ^enebec, and fo up by the jhortefi courfe to the

river of Canada northwards." This was called the duke

of York's property, and annexed to the government of

New-York. The duke of York, upon the death of

his brother king Charles II, became king James ll ;

and upon king James's Abdication thefe lands reverted

to the crown.

At prefent the territory of Sagadahock, is fuppofed t6

extend from the river St. Croix eaftward, to the river of

Quenebec weftward, and from each of thefe two rivers

due north to the river of St^ Laurence ; thus St. Lau-

rence or Canada river is its northern boundary, and the

Atlantic ocean is its fouthern boundary. When Nova
Scotia was in poffeffion of the French, Sagadahock ter-

ritory was included in the commiffion of the French

governor of L'Acadie or Nova Scotia ; thus it was in

the time of granting a new royal charter to MaiTachu-

fetts-Bay ; therefore to keep up the Englifli claim to

this territory, as well as to Nova Scotia, the jurifdidion

of both were included in that charter.

Upon the peace of Utrecht 1713, Nova Scotia and

Sagadahock were quit-claimed by France to Great-Bri-

tain; £ind the court of Great-Britain reafllimed the jurif-

did:ioii
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didlion of Nova Scotia, and after a few years more, the

crown purchafed the property of the foil or feigneurie of

all the French claimers : it is now a feparate king's go-

vernment, with the property in the crown j but this ter-

ritory of Sagadahock remains in the jurifdidion of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay, and fends one member to the council,

but hitherto not any to the houfe of reprefentatives of

MafTachufetts-Bay : the general afTembly cannot difpofe

of lands there, without the confent of the King in coun-

cil. The property of peculiar grants there, remain good
to the feveral claimers, until the crown fhali purchafe the

fame, as was the cafe in Nova Scotia.

Colonel Dunbar projefted Sagadahock territory to be fet

off as a feparate government for himfelf -, this was intro-

duced, by obtaining a royal inflrument or inftrudlion, to

fet off 300,000 acres of good maft and fhip timber land,

for the ufe of the crown or navy ; it was forwarded hj
a royal inflruclion to colonel Phillips, governor of Nova
Scotia, April 27, 1730, to take poffeffion of the lands be-

tween St. Croix river and Quenebec river. Accordingly a

detachment of thirty men with an officer, made from the

four companies of his regiment in garrifon at Canfo in

Nova Scotia, was fent to take poffeiTion of that country,

to keep garrifon at Frederick's fort on Pemaquid river -,

"where the detachment kept for fome time. Upon appli-

cation home of the Mufcongus company, proprietors in

part of Sagadahock, by their indefatigable agent Mr-
Waldo, this inilruftion was revoked, Augufb 10, 1732,
and colonel Phillip's detachment was called off. At pre-

fent, the province of Maifachufetts-Bay, to obviate cavils

or complaints, of their relinquifhing the occupancy of this

territory, keep a truck-houfe and garrifon at George's,

and a garrifon at fort Frederick, and is likely to continue

under the jurifdiflion of MafTachufetts-Bay, and is at

prefent annexed to the county of York, or province of
Main.

In the beginning of this French war anno >i 744, the

fenciblcTmen in this large territory of Sagadahock were

onJv
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only at George's and Broad-bay
Pemaqiiid

Sliepfcut

but at this writing 1748, very few of thefe remain, being
much expofed to the Canada French Coureurs de Bois,

and their Indians.

In the beginning of the laft century England and
France indifferently traded to Sagadahock. Under the

diredion and countenance of Chief juftice Popham, the

Englifh made the [/J firft New England fettlement, 1 608,
at Sagadahock, but of fhort continuance.

Anno 16x3, captain Argol from Virginia broke up
fome French fettlements at Sagadahock.
The claims to lands in the territory of Sagadahockj

are of various and perplexed natures, viz. Some by old

Indian grants in drunken frolicks for none or not valu-

able confiderations ; fome by grants from the council of
Plymouth ; fome by patents from the governors of

New-York, when under that jurifdidlion, particularly

from governor Dongan a Roman catholic in the reign of
James II.

Some part of this territory was granted by the coun-
cil of Plymouth, 1629, to Mr. Beauchamp of London
merchant, and to Mr. Leverett of Bofton in Lincoln-
Ihire, and their aflbciates, called the Lincoln company
or fociety, viz. from Mufcongus, now called Broad-Bay,
a little eaftward of Pemaquid to Penobfcot bay ten leagues

along fhore, and from this termination and that of Mui-
congus ten leagues inland, fo as to make a parcel of land

of thirty miles fquare. This Plymouth grant feems to

have been confirmed by a royal grant of Charles If,

figned HowaM, privy feal -, that was about the time

when the Connedicut and Rhode-ifland charters were
granted*

[f\ Where a repetition is fhort, it ought to be allowed, becaufe it

f»vc» the reader the trouble of turning back by a reference.

Leverett*s
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Leverett's title lying dormant, Sir William Phipps

jpurchafed of Madakawando, chief Sachem (as it is faid)

of the Penobfcot Indians, the lands each fide of George's

river, fo high as thefecond falls; Spencer Phipps, adopted

heir of Sir William Phipps, made over his right to thfe

heirs and afibciates, of Leverett; anno 1719, it was

conveyed to feveral afibciates, fo as to make thirty equal

fhares in the whole 5 the new afibciates, obliged them-

felves to fettle two townOiips upon George's river, of forty

families each ; but an Indian war breaking out, the con-

ditions were never performed : the Indian? hitherto have

not formally quit-claimed it. Mr. Waldo, a gentleman

well qualified for an agent, a partner, who effe6lually ne-

gotiated the aff^air at home, againfl: the contrivances of

colonal Dunbar, to annex it to the crown, has acquired a

very confiderable part of this grants

George's truck houfe and fort lies iiear the center of

this grant, is about twelve miles up this river-, at the

mouth of the river is a bar of a very fmall draught of

water ; five miles higher are the firfl: falls of George's

river; Broad-bay of Mufcongus is only a large creek or

bay with a fmall rivulet running into it.

In the territory of Sagadahock not m.uch good fiiip-

timber ; fome white pine for maflrs ; may be of good

fervice to Boflion in fupplying it with firewood. The
foil is not bad.

The grants of the Shepfcut lands^ and of the Pema-
quid lands, feem not included in the duke of York's pro-

perty.

Moft of the grants and conveyances in this territory,

iare not to be found upon record, which occafions great

confufion ia claimst

Vol. L C c Article
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Article III.

Concerning the province of Main.

THIS being the firft of the territories at prefent

.

called New-England that falls in our courfe, for :

the reader's more ready conception of the New-England I

affairs, we jfhall, ah initio, recapitulate fome matters al-

ready delivered.

King James I, by letters patent bearing date Nov. 3,

,

1620, granted all that land and territory in America, lyin^
;

between N. lat. of 40 D. to 48 D. unto the duke of LenoXy
,

marquis of Buckingham, marquis of Hamilton, and others

their ajfociates noblemen and gentlemen, in all forty perfons^ ,

and to their fuccejfors \ and incorporated them by the name 1

ofthe council efiablifhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon, .

for fettling, planting, ruling, and governing all that country

hy the name of New-England ; to have and to hold, pojfefs '

i^nd enjoy, all the continent lands and ijlands between thefaid
latitudes to them and their fuccejfors for eijer •, with power to

alienate, ajfign, convey, and fet over, under their common .

feal, any part or portion thereof to any of his rmjefty''s de-

nizens, or other adventurers.

In the end of James the firft's reign, Sir Ferdinando:

Gorge, prefidentof the council ofPlymouth, and captain

Mafon had fundry grants from Neumkeag river, which

divides the prefent towns of Salem and Beverly, to

Sagadahock or Quenebec river, which were afterwards

altered into the grants of the Province of Main, and of

New-Hampfhire as at prefent.

The council of Plymouth, Nov. 7, 1629, granted to

Gorge and Mafon, all that traft of land from the heads

ofMerrimack river and Sagadahock or Quenebec river, to

the lake Iroquois, now called Cataraqui or Ontario, and

the river which empties icfelf from the laid lake into Cana-

da river to be called Laconia -, but as they never occu-

pied it, this grant is become obfolete, and may be faid

10 have reverted to the crov/n j and at prefent, fmce the

late
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late fettlement made of the line between MalTachufetts-

Bay and New-Hampfhire, may be faid to be in thejurif-

diftion of New-Hampfhire.
Sir Ferdinando Gorge, prefident of the Council of Ply-

mouth, or Council of New-England, obtained a grant

from this council, April 22, 1635, of atraft of land call-

ed the Province of Main, extending from Pifcataqua

river to Sagadahock and Quenebec river. This grant

was confirmed by the crown, April 3, 1639. The agent
or agents of Maflachufetts-Bay, purchafed, 15 Car. I,

July 20, 1677, this grant of the heirs or affignees of
Gorge.

The grant of the province of Main begins at the en-

trance of Pifcataqua harbour, up the fame to. Newichewa'-

nock fiver, and through the fame to the fafthefi head thereof^

and thence north-wefiward^ till 120 miles be fifiifJoed ; and
from Pifcataqua harbour's mouth aforefazd^ north eajlward

along the fea-coafi to Sagadahock^ and up the river thereof

to ^enebec river, and through the fame to the head thereof

and thence into the land north-weftward, till 1 2 o miles be

finifhed ; andfrom the period of 120 miles aforefaid^ to crofs

over land, to the 120 miles before reckoned, up into the land

from Pifcataqua harbour through Newichewanock river : as

alfo the north half of the ifles of Shoals.

The lines ofthe territories belonging to the province of
MafTachufetts-Bay, and of the province of New-liamp-
fliire, being in difpute for many years, New-Hampihire
petitioned to the king in council, that their boundaries

with Maffachufetts-Bay might be determined ; according-
ly with confent of the agents for Maffachufetts-Bay, April

>
9' '^7?)7-) b^^] ^ commiSion under the great feal of Great-
Britain was iffued, appointing five of the eldefc counfel-

ilors from each of the neighbouring provinces ofNew-
lYork, New-Jerfeys, Nova Scotia, and Rhode-iflands (five

1
to be a quorum) as commiffioners, referving property and
'an appeal to the king in council : the appeal was heard

.W The charge of paffing the commiffion was 135/, 4 j. 6d. fterling.

C c 2 before
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before a committee of privy council, March 5, 1739;
the commiQioners, and afterwards the king in council,

fettled this line N. 2 D. W. true courfe. Accordingly

New-Hampfhire ex parte (MafTachufetts-Bay refufing to

join in the furvey) by Mr. Bryant a furveyor of lands,

fettled the line with the province of Main, viz. From
the mouth of Pifcataqua river to the head of Newiche-

wanock, a little north of Lovel's pond, upon a great

pond from whence proceeds Mouffum river, about

north -weflerly forty miles, thence N. 8 D. E. by needle

(the commifTioners, and as afterwards confirmed by the

king in council, fettled this line N. 2 D. W. true courfe)

which is by allowing j o D. variation, thirty miles. This

furvey was in March, the fnow and ice melting, rendered

the further furvey progrefs impradlicable j thus forty

miles of this line remain to be run.

Both governments of Maflachufetts-Bay and of New-
Hampfhire were in one and the fame perfon at that time

;

'ahd it was fufpefted that the governor favoured Mafla-

chufetts-Bay •, therefore the general aifembly of New-
Hampfhire brought on a complaint againfl the governor,

previous to the appeal's coming on. The commiffioners

began to fit Augufl; i ; the general affembly of New-
Hampfhire was adjourned by the governor to the 4th of

Auguft, which retarded them three or four days in ap-

pointing managers and giving in their pleas : the com-
miffioners pronounced judgment Sept. 2 •, the governor

prorogued the aflembly from Sept. 2, to 061. 13, that

they might not have an appeal ready to give into the

commiffioners in fix weeks from judgment given, the

time limited by the commilTion. The complaint was

heard before a committee of the council ; they found the

- complaint jufl, and their report was approved of by the

Icing in council. To prevent the like inconveniencies,

a leparate governor v/as appointed for New Hamplliire j

and the governments of Mafi;ichufetts-Bay and JSJew-

Hampfhire have been in two didind perfons ever

lince.

The
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The method ufed before the new charter by the co-

lony of MalTachufetts-Bay purchafe of the heirs or affigns

of Gorge, to convey or difpofe of lands there, was in this

manner-, for inftance, July 26, 1684, the prefident of

the province of Main, by order of the general allembly

of the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay, makes a grant of the

townfhip of North-Yarmouth to fundry perfons. In a

ftri<5i: fenfe, the colony of Maffachufetts-Bay could not

exercife any jurifdiflion there, becaufe the heirs, is'c. of

Gorge could not delegate jurifdidicn ; notwithflanding,

we find orders of jurifdiftion figned in Boflon j for in-

ftance, in the war againlt the Indians, an order to flierifFs,

conftables, &c. to imprefs boats and land-carriages, is

figned Bofton, Sept. 16, 1689, Thomas D^rnforth, pre-

fident of the province of Main.

The north and fouth lines running inland are 120

miles ;

"" the front or fea line, and the rear line, may be

about eighty miles, that is, the contents of the province

of Main may be about 960P fquare miles , whereof at

prefent granted in townfhips or diftriifis, are only thefirft

or fea line, confifting of the town/hips of Kittery, York,

Wells, Arundel, Biddiford, Scarborough, Falmouth,

North-Yarmouth, George-Town, or Arrowfick, Brunf-*

wick, and the fettlement of Topfam ; and a fecond or in-

land line, confifting of Berwick, Philips-Town, Nara-

ganfet. No. i. Naraganfet, No. 7. Marblehead townftiip.

Powers, and other townfhips, and Cape-Anne townfhip.

In this territory of Main, there are fome private pur-

chafes from the Indians, which the proprietor-general,

the affembly of the province of MafTachufetts-Bay, feem

not to difpute -, for inftance, anno 1683, Mr. Wharton, ^

merchant in Bofton, purchafed of fix Sagamores, about

500,000 acres called the Pegepfcot purchafe ; bounded

five miles weft from Pegepfcqt river, by a line running at

five miles diftance parallel with the river, to a certain

fall in the faid river, and thence N. E. about forty-four

miles in a ftrait line to Qiienebec river ; it includes the

eaftern divifions of Nahumkee purchafe, and of Plymouth

C c 2 putchafej
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pnrchafe ; Plymouth purchafe extends fifteen miles each

fide of Quenebec rivgr. Wharton dying infolvent, the

adininiltrator fold this purchafe for not much exceeding

loo/. New-England currency, 17 14, to eight or nine

proprietors, viz. Winthrop, T. Hutchinlbn, Ruck,
Noyes, Watts, Minot, Mountford, i^c. Ic is bounded
S. wefterly by North-Yarmouth, which takes in a fmall

part of this grant at fmall point ; George-Town, Brunf-

wick, and Topfam are in this grant.

At the breaking out of the French war, in the pro-

vince of Main were miliiia, or fencihle men, 2485.
MenMen

Townfhip of Kittery 450
York o^jQ.

Wells 500.

Arundel 95
Biddiford 120

Berwick 150
Philip T.150

Sir W. Pepperell's reg. j 565

Scarborough 1 60
Falmouth

N. Yarmouth
Brunfwick

Naraganfet N. i.

New-Marblehead

Sagadahock

Col. Waldo's reg. 1290
But at prefent many pf thefe have left their towns and
habitations, being expofed to the French and their Indians.

For iome time during the old charter of Maffachufetts-

Bay colony, they extended their claim to three miles north

pf the northernmoft part pf Merrimack river, called En-
dicots Tree, near the crotch pr fprk where Pemagawafet
river, and the wares pr difcharge pf Winipifi^kit pond
or lake meet, and from thence extended their due eaft

and weft line to the E. and W. oceans, that is, from the

JEthiopic ocean to the South-Sea or Pacific ocean. Thus
they afTumed (as being prior) almoft the whole pf Ma-r

fon's grant pr New-Hampfhire, and the S. E. cprner pf

Gorge's grant, or the province of Main, fo far as Black-

Point, near Saco river, both in property and jurifdidion;

and did accordingly make grants of lands and conftitute

pwnlhiip?
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townlhips which fent reprefentatives or deputies to the

general aflembly of MalTachufetts ; but upon complaint

of the heirs of Gorge and Mafon to the king in council

and the- courts in Weftminfter-hall, MafTachufetts-Bay

difclaimed thefe lands, as hereafter fhall be more fully

related.

The whole of the province of Main at prefent confti-

tutes only one county, called the county ofYork ; and to

this county is \n\ annexed the territory of Sagadahock.

In the province of Main and New-Hampihire, from

the &rft fettling of the Englifh-, for about fifty years, that

is, until king Philip's war, the EngUfh and Indians

kept a good friendly correfpondence \ but ever fince,

during the European French wars, the French of Canada
have made ufe of the feveral tribes of our neighbouring

Abnaquie Indians to diftrefs our fettlements -, vide Sed.

III. Article 4.

Prior to the MalTachufetts-Bay purchafe, the fettlers

in the province of Main never had any other protedion

;

but that of the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay. When the

courtof England, much corrupted, began in an arbitrary

defpotic manner to re-afTume grants, charters, i^c. it

was ordered by the king in council, July 24, 1679, that

the MalTachufetts -Bay government, upon the reimburfe-

ment of 1200/. fterling paid Gorge's heirs for the pro-

vince of Main, fhall furrender it to the crown, being a

purchafe made without his Majefty's permiiTion. The
new charter of MalTachufetts -Bay, 1691, put an end to

that and all other pretended claims.

\n\ The lands eaft of Qiienebec river. were never a fettled French

property with poffefiion and jurifd'dlion ; and the French tranfitory con-

queft of it, was only a fufpenfion of the "former Bricifh owners pro-

perty ; and upon re-conquefl: or a peace, returned to the former owners,

jure pofiliminii, or a right to one's former inheritance; therefore in

colonel Dunbar's cafe the board of trade, and committee of councl

reported to the king in council, that the Mufcongus afTociates fhould

not be diftarbsd in their poffeffion, and to be under the defence or pro-

tedion of MafTachufetts-Bay as formerly.

. C c 4 Geography
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Geography and chronology, are two the moft confi-

derable elements of Hiftory. The moft eflential and in-

variable things in the geography of a country, are its

general pofition upon the furface of the earth as to lati-

tude and longitude; the remarkable mountains and great

hills ; the fea-coaft ; and the runs of rivers and rivulets

from the inland into the fea.

In the province of Main, the remarkable mountains

and hills are, i. The White-Hills, or rather mountains,

inland about leventy miles north from the mouth of Pifca-

taqua harbour, about feven miles W. by N. from the hea<;l

pf the Pigwoket branch of Saco river ; they are called

"White, not from their being continually covered with

fnow, but becaufe they are bald a-top, producing no

trees or brufh, and covered with a whitifh ftone or fhin-

gle. Thefe hills may be obferved at a great diftance, and

are a conliderable guide or diredlion to the Indians in

travelling that country. 2. The Pigwoket hills, at a

fmall diftance from the White Hills, are much inferior

to them, and fcarce require to be mentioned. 3. Aqui-

manticus Hills, well known amongft our failors, are in

the townfiiip of York, about eight miles inland ; it is a

noted and ufeful land-making, for veflels that fall in

northward of Bofton or Maflachufetts-Bay.

Upon the fea-coaft, Cafco-Bay is a large, good, and

fafe harbour or road for vefTels of any burden; being

fheltered or covered by many i(lands : here fome of the

contract maft ihips take in their lading. Along this

coaft are many harbours, commodious for fmall craft in

lading of lumber and fire-wood for Bofton.

The capes, promontories, or head-lands, belong pro-

perly to fea charts ; I ftiall only mention Small-Point at

the fouth entrance of Sagadahock, Cape-Elizabeth in the

S.E. corner ofCafco-Bay, Black- Point, four miles N. E.

of Saco river, Cape-Porpus in Arundel, and Cape-Ned-

dick in Wells. '

' '

The confiderable rivers are, i . Quenebec and its mouth

called Sagadahock, which divides the province of Main,
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from the Old Briftol purchafe of Pemaquid, including

the Shepfcut purchafe, and from the territory formerly

called the duke of York's property, all which at prefenc

are called theterritory ofSagadahock. From the entrance

of Sagadahock to Merry-meeting Bay are eighteen miles;

thence to Richmond fort and truck-houfe near the mouth
of Quenebec river, are twelve miles -, thence to the firft

falls, though only a ripling called Cafhnock fails, are

.eighteen miles ; thence to Taconick falls are eighteen

miles : here in M. Dummer's Indian war our people left

their whale-boats, and marched forty miles by land to

the Indian village or town called Naridgwoag; they

deftroyed the fetdement, brought away the fcalp of the

French miffionary father Rale, a Jefuit, with about

twenty-fix Indian fcalps : fome Indians were drowned
in croffing the river precipitately. Thus from the

mouth of Sagadahock to Naridgwoag are about io6
Englifh miles, and the province of Main cannot extend

above twenty miles higher ; thefe Indians in travelling

to Quebec, with their canoes go much higher up the ri-

ver : the Naridgwoag Indians with their French mif-

Bonaries, have in the French wars been very troublefome

to the EngliOi fettiements \ but by Dummer's well

managed Indian war, and a late mortality from a putrid

fever and dyfentery, received when in curiofity they vi-

fited duke d'Anville's fickly troops and fquadron at

Chebucflo, upon the Cape-Sable coaft of Nova Scotia,

they are now reduced to very inconfiderable impotent

numbers. 2. Amerafcogin river : up this river, not

rnany years fince was a tribe of Indians, but are now ex-

tin6t ; near the mouth of this river is Brunfwick fort

;

t;his river is particularly noted for plenty of good flur-

geon : not many years fince a merchant of Bofton con-

itra6ted with fome fifhmongers of London to fupply them
with a certain quantity of well-cured fturgeon every

year, but whether from the bad quaUty of the fifh, or ra-

ther from the negligence of the people employed in cur-

ing of it, there was no/alefpr it in London, and the fore-

4 faid
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faid Indian war breaking out, that fifhery is given up.

3. Saco river, its confiderable branches are Pigwacket
river -, it riles about feventy miles north of Pifcataqua
harbour, and Offipee river, from Offipee pond about
fifty five miles N. wefterly from Pifcataqua harbour

:

about fifty miles from the mouth of Saco formerly were
Figwackets, a confiderable tribe of Indians with a French
miilionary, but they are now almoll extinft ; this river is

navigable only a fmall way to the falls for fmall veffels

;

here is a fort and truck-houfes ; at the mouth of Saco
river is Wii.ter Harbour, io called from Mr. Winter, who
had a farm there. 4. Maufon river comes from fome
ponds near the famous Level's pond, about forty miles
above Pifcataqua harbour : at thefe ponds Bryant the
furveyor began tofet off the N. 8 D. E. line between the
province of Main and New-Hampfhire ; this river falls

into the ocean in the town-fhip of Wells. 5. Pifcataqua
river, which for the fpace of forty miles divides New-
Hampfhire from the province of Main ; from the mouth
of this river or harbour to the inlet of Exeter bay are

about ten miles •, thence to the mouth of Catechecho
river, which comes from the W. N. W. are five miles ;

from this upwards, Pifcataqua river is called Newicha-
wanock river, and higher it is called Salmon falls river.

The fmall rivers or runs of water and of fhort courfe
are many : Recompence river ; Royals river running
through Cape-Anne grant or townfhip, and through
North Yarmouth tothefea; Prefumpfcot river, comes
from Jabago pond, by Naraganfet N". 7. through FaU
mouth, where it falls into the fea ; Falmouth river or
Stroud Water of Cafco-Bay

; Quenebec river dividing
Arundel from Wells j York river in the townfhip ofYork,

Article IV.

Concerning the late colony of Plymouth.

WHAT relates to this colony, prior to their more
fixed and determined grant, anno 1629, from the

council of Plymouth, fee p. 370,

Some
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Some Englilh Puritans belonging to Mr. Robinfon's

church in [0] Leyden in Holland, with fome of their

friends in England, obtained of the council of Plymouth,

an indiftindt imperfed grant of lands in North-Ame-
'rica ; their defign was for Hudfon's river, but falling in

with Cape Cod late in the year Nov. 1 1, they were obliged

to winter there, and in a fhallow bzY and poor foil with-

in the great bay of Mafliichufetts -, they fit down and call

it New-Plymouth, in remembrance of Plymouth in

England, from whence they took their departure.

They had no particular grant from the council of

Plymouth of the country where they fettled, until 1624;
and this was fo indiftin6l, that they obtained a new grant

1629, but ftill foobfcure as not to beunderftood at pre-

fent, as appeared at a hearing 1741, before commiffioners

appointed by the court of Great-Britain, to fettle their

line with the colony of Rhode -idand.

We fhall only briefly obferve, that captain Smith the

traveller, with tv/o fhips, 1614, ""^^de a good voyage
upon thefe coafts, and, by his means, the country was

named New-England by the court of England.

Anno 1616, four or five fail of fifhing velTels from
London, and as many from Plymouth, make good fares

of filh.

Anno 1 61 8, only two fail from Plymouth in England
fifh upon the coaft ofNew-England.
Anno 1619, ^"^y ^^^ ^^P ^'^ '^^'^ ^^^^ » made a good

voyage.

Anno 1 62 1, ten or twelve fhips from the weft of

England, fifh upon the coaft of New-England, and made
good voyages with their fifh to Spain.

Anno 1622, there were upon the coaft of New-Eng-
land thirty-five vefTels from the weft of England,

Anno 1623, captain Smith writes, that there vv^ere for

that year forty fail from England fiftiing upon the coaft

[o] In Leyden to this day, an Englifli prefbyterian congregation is

maintained in their works by the ftates.

of
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of New-England. That Canada and New-England in

im years laft paft, had fhipped off 20,000 beaver-fkins.

After fometime, a number of people, from New-Ply-
mouth, purchafed of the Indians, a parcel of land called

Noffet near Cape-Cod, and gave it the name of Eaft-
ham i their purchafe upon this narrow promontory
reached about thirty miles from north to fouth. The
firft two years they lived without any fupply from Eng-
land, cleared and planted fixty acres with Indian corn.
At firft they feemed to have a fort of Lex Agraria for
each mefs or menage ; or rather their poffeffions feem to
have been in common.

Mr. Edward Winflow [^] their agent, anno 1624, im-
ported the firft cattle, being a bull and three heifers

:

about this time Plymouth fettlement confifted only of 1 80
perfons ; the adventurers, as it is faid, had expended
7000 /. fterling being entirely carried on by adventures

;

but being difcouraged, they fold their intereft to the fet-

tlers for a trifle. The grant at firft was fole to Mr.
Bradford, his heirs, alTociates, and alTigns ; but at the
requeft of the general affembly, he affigned his right to

the freemen : upon governor Carver's death April 1621,
he was annually cholen governor while he lived (except-

ing one year Mr. Winflow, and two years Mr. Prince)
he died May 9, 1657, ^t. 6^,

Governors.
Mr. Carver, from November 1620 to April 1621.
Mr. Bradford the grantee fucceeded, and was annually

chofen governor until his death. May 1657, excepting
for three years ; he was a man of no family, and of no
learning.

Mr. Prince, who had twice been chofen governor in

Mr. Bradford's life-time, fucceeded, and was annually
chofen governor till death, Aug. 29, 1 6j^^ Mt. 71. He
was a man of good natural parts, but of no learning.

[p] Mr. Winflow died in Cromwell's Hiffaniola expei^ition 1655,
iEt. 61.

Mr,



Sect. VlII. 0/" Massachusetts-Bay. B9f

Mr. Prince was fucceeded in annual ele6lions by Jofiah

Winflow, wiiodied Dec. i8, 1680.

Next Richard Trent was unanimoufly eledcd, until

their charter was dropped or fuperfeded.

I find that upon the Revolution, the commander iri

chief ofPlymouth colony is called prefident, not gover-

nor : thus major Church's commiffion from Plymouth
to go againfl the eailern Indians is figned Sept. 6, 1689,

Thomas Hinkley, prefident.

N. B. At firll this colony was only a voluntary allb-

ciation ; in the beginning the governor had only one

alTiftant, afterwards three, and fometime after five ; at

length, anno 1637, they chofe feven affiftants.

As the boundaries by their grant were ill-determined,

there were continual difputes between this colony and

that of Rhode-ifland. By a commiffion from Charles

II, 1664, to colonel Richard Nichols, Sir Robert Carr,

George Cartwright, and Samuel Maverick, to determine

controverfies concerning feveral boundaries in the con-

tinent of North America, they pafled judgment con-

cerning the boundaries between Rhode-ifland and Ply-

,
mouth colony ; as it was only by way of amufemerlt to

quiet the minds of the people in thefe colonies, and never

confirmed by the king in council, it had no effcd^.

Ever fince the colony of Plymouth has been annexed
to the province of Mafiachufetts-Bay, thofe difputes have

continued or been revived from time to time. The chief

difpute was concerning Attleborough Gore, which if

Maflachufetts-Bay had quit-claimed to them, Rhode-if-

land would have given a general quit-claim in all other

concerns -, and prevented the lofs of Briftol, and fome part

of Barrington, Swanzey, Tiverton, and Little Compton j

but the influence of a few ill-natured, obftinate, inconfi-

rate men, [q] prevailed in the legiflature to the damage
of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay.

[j?"! Here v/e may obferve the pernicious confequence of blindly

following the didtates of inconfiderate; imprudent, clamorous, or
violent leadirg men.

Rhodes
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Rhode-ifland by memorials fent home, the agents of

MaffachuiettS'Bay giving confent, obtained acommiflion
for the eldeft counfellors of the neighbouring govern-
ments to meet and adjuft their boundaries ; accordingly
they meet at providence infummer 1741, and found that
the laft determined grant for Plymouth colony, 1629,
fpecines it in this manner, viz. between Conohaffet [r] ri-

vulet towards the north, and [j] Naraganfet river, towards
,

the fouth ; and between the [/] ocean towards the eaft,

and a llrait line extending diredly into the main land from
the mouth of the faid Naraganfet river, to the utmoft
bounds of thePackanoket country, alias Sawamfet country,
the famous king Philip of Mount Hope his country, to

the [u] Nipmug country, which determination is now
forgot, and from Cohaffet back into the main land weft-

\s(ard, to the utmoft bounds of the Packanoket country.

The better to underftand the boundaries of the late

colony of New-Plymouth (now annexed to the province
of Maffachufetts-Bay) with the colony of Rhode-ifland ;

I muft in anticipation, give the boundaries of [w] Rhode-
ifland colony, as delineated in their charter, viz. bound-
ed wefterly by the middle channel of Pakatuk river, and
up the faid river northerly to the head thereof, and thence
in a ftrait line due north to MaflTachufetts fouth bounds ;

extending eafterly three Englifli miles to the E. N. E.
of the moft eaftern and northern parts of Naraganfet
bay, as it lieth or extendeth itfelf from the ocean-, bound-
ed foutherly on the ocean, unto the mouth, of the river

which Cometh from providence ; and from the town of
Providenc, along the eafterly bank of the faid river called

• Seaconck river, up to Patucket falls s and thence due

[r'^i Now called Bound Brook.

fj] The mouth of I'adnton gut or river, or Seaconnet point.

[/J Or bay of Maffachuletts.

\u] Plymuth grant was up Blackftone, Patuckef. or Nipmug river

to the Nipmug co ;ntry ; this Nipmug country could not be afcer-

tained by the late comnmTioners for fettling the line with Rhode-ifland.

[fuj i n I. atters not as yet upon record in public hiflories, it is proper
to bcpaiticular.

N.
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N. to Mafifachufetts fouth line, where is the rnoH: wefter-

ly line of Plymouth colony The Rhode-ifland claim

was three miles E. N. E. of AfTent creek of Taunton ri-

ver, and thence due S. to the ocean eaft of Seaconnet

point; and from the faid E. N. E. point, a wefterly

courfe to Fox point, being the mouth of the river that

comes from Providence town, thence along the eaft fide

of Seaconck river to Patucket falls ; and thence due north

to Maflachufetts fouth line.

Upon a hearing at Providence, in fummer 1741, of

the committees or agents of both colonies before the

commifTioners appointed by royal patent to fettle this line

or boundary; the council of Plymouth patent, ::or any

copy of it was produced ; therefore the recital of the faid

letters patent, in their deed to Bradford and aflociates,

was not fufficient evidence againft the king's charter 10

Rhode-illand. This commiffion was not to meddle with

property, but only with jurifdi6lion, which is afcertain-

ed to Rhode-ifland by royal charter, nothwithftanding

their charter being pofterior to the New Plymouth co-

lony grant ; becaufe the council of Plymouth could only

delegate property, but not jurifdidion. By no evidence,

it was made appear that the water (a fait water finus,

commonly called a continuation of Taunton river ; it is

called Taunton great river in their private deeds) be-

tween the main land on the eaft, and the ifland of Rhode-
ifiand on the weft, was never at any time called Nara-
ganfet river.

The determination of the commiffioners,^ anno 1741,'

was, by the king in council 1746, confirmed as final.

And is to this effecfl, viz. from the province of Mafiia--

chufetts-Bay, fouth line, a meridian line (allowing S. 7.

D. W. variation) to Patucket falls ; and thence down
the eafterly fide of Seaconck river, to the S. W . corner

of Bullocks neck; and thence ,N. E. three miles (fup-

pofing a N. E. line of fhree miles from the north- eaftern-

moft parts of the bay on the W. fide of Romftick neck)

in a ftrait line, until it m.eets with the termination of

this
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this imaginary line ; and from this to the bay near Tow-
afTet neck; fo that this line touch the N. E. extremity of
an imaginary line running N. E. from the N. E. corner

of Briftol cove or harbour. On the eaft fide of Nara-
ganfet bay, it begins at a point 440 rods foiithward of
the mouth of Fall river in Tiverton ; thence runs eaft

three miles ; and from thence runs foutherly parallel

with the eafternmoft parts of N^raganfet bay or Tauntoil.

great river to the fea.

By this determination the late colony of Plymouth, or

rather the prefent province of Maflfachufetts-Bay, loft, ih

favour of Rhode-ifland, a triangular piece of land com-
monly called the Attleborough Gore [x'\ ; bounded S. f.

D. W. from an interfedion with MalTachufetts S. line, to

Patucket falls nine and a half miles j from Patucket falls

up Patucket or Blackftone river, to the interfeftion of
this river with MafTachufetts fouth line, in a direft or

ftrait courfe twelves miles, W. ^^ D. N. from this inter-

feftion E. 7 D. S. about ten miles : this Gore is confti-

tuted a townftiip of Rhode-ifland, by the name of Cum^
berland, fo called from prince William duke of Cumber-
land. Briftol is entirely adjudged to Rhode-ifland co-

cony jurifdiftion, and retains its former name. Part of

Swanzey, being forty-feven families, and a great part of

Harrington, are conftituted a townfliip by the name of

Warren, in honour of Sir Peter Warren, knight of the

Bath, and an admiral in the navy •, an honeft benevolent

gentleman, always propitious to trade. The three mile

ftrips of Tiverton and Little Compton, on the eaft fide

of the bay or Taunton great river, continue by the name
of diftrids of Rhode-ifland.

[x] This Gore has been for many years in difpute between Maflk-

chufetts-Bay and Rhode-ifland, and if fome of our managers, hot-

headed obftinate men, had conceded it to Rhode-ifland, it being

plainly their due, they would have given to Mafl'achufetts-Bay a ge-"

tieral quit-claim", and their other claims would not have been revived^

Something of the fame nature fliall in courfe be taken notice of, witl

regard to New-Hampfl^ire.

The
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The line between Old Maffachufetts and Plymouth is

no more as a colony line ; but continues to divide the

county of Suffolk in the Maffachufetts, from Plymouth
and Briflol counties of the late Plymouth colony. This
former dividing hne of the two colonies, begins at the

interfedion of Attleborough Gore, and runs three and a

half miles E. 7 D. S. to the flation tree of [j] Woodward
and Saffries : from this ilation to a notch in Bridciewater

E. 18 D. N. are twenty-three miles ; thence one mile

and a quarter north onBridgewater-, thence E. nine miles

to Accord Pond ; thence ftill eaft to Conohaffet, at the

mouth of Bound Brook on the bay of Maffachufetts, fix

miles : in all about forty-one miles.

From ConohaiTet in Maffachufetts-Bay, to the race

point of Cape Cod, is to this late colony of Plymouth,
an eaft, fouth, and weft boundary -, by the flexure or

hook of the Cape, the back (as it is called) of Cape Cod
to Cape Malabar or Sandy Point, is an eaft boundary

;

from Sandy Point, farther along the back of the Cape to

Elizabeth iflands, and thence along Buzzard's bay, to

the boundary line near Seaconnet point, is a fouth boun-
dary ; weflerly it is bounded by the line fettled by com-
mifiioners anno 1741, as before delineated-, northerly

it is bounded by the line dividing the old colonies of
Maffachufetts-Bay and Plymouth, already defcribed.

In this colony are no remarkable mountains or great

,

hills.

The confiderable harbours are, i. Plymouth Bay, wa-
ter fliallow, a confiderable trade to the Weft-India iflands

for fugar, rum, molaffes, and cotton ; it is a branch of

Bofton cuftom-houfe or colle6t:ion, diftance forty miles

:

three fmall rivulets, called Jones, Herrings, and Eel

rivers, fall into this bay. 2. Cape Cod harbour, fafe,

and deep water •, but from the hook or flexure, and

f^] This ftation tree is 120 rods diftant from the angle where the

feveral colony lines were fet off; it is called Woodward and Saffries

ftation, from the names of two obfcure failors, who were affixing in

the furvey.

Vol. L D d con-
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confequendy different coiirfes, vefTels with difficulty get

out to lea i it is no fea-port or place of trade. This cape,

by its particular [z] form and by ftretchin^ into the fea,

becomes a fnare for itinerant or pallenger fifh, viz.

whales, herrings, mackarel, &c. but the whales by ex-

perience have learnt to keep farther to fea in travelling

;

the other fifheries are negledted, from the fifhermen, who
were generally Indians, being carried away upon roman-
tic expeditions. The tide flows within the cape about

twenty feet ; upon the back of the cape it flows only five

or fix feet j Billingfgate, a precincfl of Eafl:ham, is noted

for oyfl:ers.

The fmaller inlets or harbours from the difcharge of

rivulets are as follows : i . Upon the infide of the great

bay of Mafl^achufetts (that part of it is called Barnllaple

bay) Scituate, a bad harbour, no confiderable run of wa-

ter. All the harbours in Barnfl:aple bay to Cape Cod are

Ihallow, becaufe of a fandy flow flope of the fhore, and

the inland runs are fliort and fmall, not capable of mak-
ing channels. In Sandwich is Mill river. In Barnftaple

is a fmall inlet. In Yarmouth a fmall inlet. In Harwich
a harbour called Point of rocks, not fafe. In Eafliham is

Stage harbour, and Billingfgate, the befl of thefe fmall

harbours. 2. Upon the outfide or ocean fide of Cape
Cod promontory ; Head of Pamet, no proper harbour ;

it is in Truro, and high tides, as anno 1723, pafs over

the meadows from fea to fea. Sandy Point, or Mony-
moy in Chatham, is a good harbour for fmall vefi!els,

but the bar fliifts. Bafs river in Yarmouth. Hyanaes,

the befl; of thefe harbours, in Barnfliaple, is much ufed..

Ofler bay in Barnfl:aple, Falmouth bay. Woods hole

or cove, called Soconoflfet ; here is a ferry of about one

[zj Captain Southack, in a moft falfe, therefore pernicious fea chart

of the coad of Nova Scotia and New-England, delineates a thorough-

fare from the great bay of Maflachufetts to the ocean in Eaftham, near

Sandy Point ; no perfon, himfelf excepted, ever imagined or dreamt

of this thorough-fare: his dream or words are, " The place where I

"came through with a whale-boat, April 26, 1717, to look after

*' £cllaine the pirate."

mile
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mile to Elizabeth great ifland ; and of about three

leagues to Martha's Vineyard. We may obferve, that

along this fhore is a bar at about half a mile's diftance,

with fmall inlets ; within the bar is water of fome fa-

thoms. 3. In Buzard's bay are many good creeks, fait

water rivers, or harbours j excepting in Rochefter, the

runs of water that fall into thefe creeks are of fhort courfe

:

Agawam, Wagwagantit or Mill river, Sipacan harbour^

Matapoiflet, Acculhnot, Polyganfet, an^ Coaxit [^]

.

The confiderable rivers in Old Plymouth colony, are

I. North river, divides Scituate from Marfhfield ; deep

water ; but velTels in a ftorm cannot put in there, the

entrance being rocky. The tide flows nine or ten miles

up this river ; here fhips and other veflels are built to

advantage, timber being plenty *, from this river, Bofton

has a confiderable fupply of firewood. 2. Taunton ri-

ver ; from about feventeen miles up Taunton great river,

on the eaft fide of Naraganfet Bay, according to the late

royal determination of boundaries with Rhode ifland,

begins Plymouth colony upon Taunton river; the tide

flows up this river from 440 rods below Falls river -, the

boundary between Freetown and Tiverton about twenty-

five miles to near the mouth of Sawamfet or Midlebo-

rough river, which comes from Afawampfit pond in the

fouth parts of Midleborough, and falls into Titiquit or

Taunton river : in this river and the adjacent townfhips

of Dighton and Swanzey are built good fhips and other

veflels. 3. Patucket or Blackfl:one, formerly Nipmug
river, navigable from Rhode-ifland boundary at Bul-

lock's neck, ten miles to Patucket falls ; in Rehoboth or

Seaconick are built fome good veflfels.

[«] The fea line of the late colony of Plymouth is about 220 miles,

but has only one fea pore for foreign trade, njz-z. Plymouth: the

other harbours are very fmall, and ufed only by fiiliermen and cOafters.

The other New-England territories do much exceed it in trade, al-

though their fea lines are much fmaller; the fea line of tlie province

of Main, does not exceed eighty miles, of New-Hampfliire twenty

miles, of Old-MaiTachufetts eighty miles, of Rhode-iOand fixty miles,

©f Connecticut J 40 miles.

D d 2 The
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The capes, head-lands, or promontories are, i. The
Gurnet head, being the north point of Plymouth bay ; .

it lies weft foutherly from Cape Cod feven leagues, and

that part of Maifachufetts-Bay within this line or coiirfe

is called Barnftaple bay. 2. Cape Cod, a noted pro-

montory on the weft fide of the Atlantic ocean, in N.
lat. 42 D. 10 M. lies from Bofton E. b. S. foutherly,

about eighteen leagues. This is a narrow long promon-
tory ftretching into the ocean, and from the pitch of the

'

cape to Buzard's bay may extend upwards of fixty miles,

which, with a medium breadth of fix miles, makes about

230,000 acres; confifts of the townftiips of Falmouth,

Sandwich, Barnftaple, Yarmouth, Harwich, Chatham,
Eaftham, Truro, and Province town -, thefe make the

county of Barnftaple. 3,. Sandy Point; in the charter it

is called Cape Malabar, about ten leagues north from

ifland of Nantucket.

{]?] Befides the promontory of Cape Cod, the late Ply-

mouth colonymay be in value offorty miles fquare,is 1 600
fquare miles, or 1,024,000 acres ; is in the whole

about 1,254,000 acres. In this old colony, there are no

vacant or colony lands •, all the lands are the property of

townftiips or private perfons, as granted by the general

aftembly from time to time.

Plymouth was called one of the aflbciated colonies of

Nev/-England before theftridler confociation (the twelfth

[y] I am afraid, that by being fo particular in the defcription of our

territories or colonies, I may be found guilty of an impropriety, in

giving the geography inftead of the hiftory ; but we muft confider,

that thefe countries, young and dependent, cannot afford many ftate

revolutions, therefore our hiftory muft chiefly confill; of delineations,

and of fome accounts of their various produce and commerce.
I fliall not be very minute in the inland geography : in my amufe-

ment hours, I have compofed the adtual furveys (as upon record) of

each townfliip and diftridl in the four colonics of i\ew-England, into a

plan of about three and a half feet fquare, by a fcle of five miles to

©ne inch. This plan, of many years colK ciing, and pe: fefled at a con-

fiderable charge, is a free gifr, for a public benefit to the I'rovinces of

New-England ; each townlhip or dillrift is to have a copy gratis, to be

lodged in the town ckrk's oflke.-
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day ofthe third month, 1643) of the four colonies of New-
England. It was an alliance like that of theSwifs cantons.

This colony affifted in the Pequod Indian war 1637 ;

this war was only of a few months continuance, and

ended with the entire reduftion or extinftion of that

tribe; fee p. 193.

Concerning the ijlands near Cape -Cod.

THE noted iflands are Nantucket, Capawock, or

Martha's Vineyard, and the EUzabeth iflands.

The north fide of Nantucket, or the town of Sher-

burn, lies in N. lat. 41 D. 10 M. about ten leagues from

the main land; contains about 23,000 acres, the value

of fix miles fquare-, beach included it is in twenty -feven

proprietorfhips, but ail in common, excepting forty acres

home lots to each proprietorfhip ; each proprietorfhip

may keep 560 fheep. It is a county of itfelf, a very

induftrious people ; they make fome dry cod-fifh ; their

principal bufmefs is whahng. Anno 1744, in the begin-

ning of the French war, they had about forty floops and

fchooners in the whale fifhery •, thirteen men to a vefTel,

do make from 7000 to 10,000 barrels of whale oil per

dnnum \ their bone feldom exceed feven i^ti. A whale

of 100 barrels, yields 1000 wt. of bone. In this

ifland are ?ibout 900 Indian fouls, of great ufe in their

fifhery.

Martha's Vineyai-d, about eight leagues v/efl from

.Nantucket, and three leagues fouthfrom Woods Hole in

Falmouth upon the main, is about twenty miles in length 5

the eaft end is about eight miles wide, and tapers away to

Guy Head, at the W. end three miles wide •, much of the

ifland is very barren, being heaths and pine land \ three

poor townfhips, Edgar-Town, Tiibury, and Chilmark ;

about 200 fencible white men ; about 450 Indian fouls.

With the Elizabeth iflands it makes [c\ Duke's county.

[c] Before the MafTachufetts-Eay new charter, all thefe iflands be-

longed to tl>e government of New-York ; and the receiver of the quit-

P d
^

Elizabeth
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Elizabeth iflands lie in a range, S. W. half way be-

tween Martha's Vineyard, and the fhore of Buzard bay ;

they make Buzard's bay ; the largefl ifland one mile from
Woods Hole, or the main is about eight miles long, but

very narrow ; belongs to Thomas I^echmere, Efq •, and

Mr. Bowdoin's eftate -, itjs called Nalhawn ifland ; here

is a good harbour, Tarpaulings cove ; on Martha'sVincr

yard is another good harbour, Holms's hole, of good ufe

to veilels that navigate this channel j next is Tinker's

ifland, Slocum's ifland, and Cattehunk iflands -, thefe

belong to Slocum, Ward, and Sapford's heirs.

Slocum's ifland lies one league fouth wefl:erly from the

wefl; end of Martha's Vineyard ; is in value one mile

fquare ; it belongs to IVfr, Norton.

Article y.

Concerning the old colony of Mafl^achufetts-Bay.

THE old writers of thehiftory of New-England are

fo trifling and erroneous, that the late [d] fcriblers

and hackney writers who copy the affairs of New-Eng?
]and from them, appear, by their obfolete and erroneous

account of aff^airs, in a very ridiculous light, and afford

me no afllftance.

rents of New-York made demands of the old arrears of their quit-

rents.

[d] At prefent I fliall only inftance Salmon's modern hiftory, and the

j^tlas mantwius et cammeraalis.

Salmon feems to be a Tory, or rather a Jacobite ; he vindicates the

treaty of Utrecht, and difcovers a very filly prejudice againft New-
England's firll: fettlers, wz. That they came over to fecure a retreat

for their brethren, in cafe they mifcarried in fubverting church and

itate at home; this is a very idle furmife, becaufe the firll fet of

jBmigrants did not esceed loo perfons^ and of thefe not above fixty fur-

yived the firft winter.

From Salmon I Ihall only give a few in (lances, which at firft fight

are very ridiculous, without any comment—" In Virginia abundance

of cod-fifh—Virginia is feparated from Florida by the Apalachian

mountains—In the fort near Newport are 300 cannon—North-Caro-

lina is 3 >\'ell -peopled fiourilhing colony." N. B. It is the fmk or''"'-'
Anno
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Anno 1625, Mr. Conant and company in trade, made
feme fettiement at Cape Anne, the north eaflerly pro-

montory of MajHachufetts-Bay -, they were moftly from
Dorchefter, and the weft ctf England. This gave rife to

a project, firft concerted in Lincolnfliire, of procuring

from the council of Plymouth, a grant for fettling a co-

lony in Maffachufetts-Bay, with a refolution that the prin-

cipal town thereof be called Boston, from afea-port and
parliament town of that name in Lincolnihire ; being

joined by fome adventurers of London and Dorfetfhire,

they obtained from the council of Plymouth, March 19,

1627-8, a grant in the name of fix afibciates and their

naufeous drain of all our colonies ; in all the colony only two or three

Gofpel minifters, very iickly, and very bad navigation —" In New-
England both men and women are put to death for adultery—Cam-
bridge uni^'erfity confifts of three colleges." N. B They are only

three buildings (the fcholars are all of one college) making three lides

of a defigned quadrangle.---" The New-York forces againft Montreal

were to go by the lake Ontario." N. B. It was by lake Champlain.---
" Our Indians go naked in fummer, and wear deer-ikins in winter.

JSf. B. They wear blankets fummer and winter.—" Penobfcot river

divides New-England from Nova Scotia." N. B. The river of St.

Croix, more eaftward, is the boundary---" Hudfon's river divides the

fouthern parts of New-England from New-York." N. B. The di-

viding line is twenty miles eaft of Hudfon's river."—His enlarging

much- upon trifling and fabulous things, to multiply flieets, and his

many obvious inconliftencies, Ihew him to be a fcribbler, and no ac-

curate hiftorian-—His abftraft of the laws of New-England, are from
an obfolete old charter law-book.

A few inftances of abfurdities from the ^^^las manii?nus et commer-

cialis, printed at London 1728, fold to fubfcribers at 3 /. 1 :^ s. fterling.— r-

'-' New-England is four governments in one charter—New-London
colony— Connedticuc and New- Haven colonies, have Rhode-ifland

and Providence under the fame jurifdidlion---TurmeriGk from New-
England—Moft of the towns in New-Hampihire are fortified.-—New
York apply chiefly to whale-fifliing, and whale th.e molt." N, B.

They do not whale in any refped.---" Merirnack river rifes in Nova
Scotia.— In the two colleges of Cambridge about 400 ftudents."

jV. B. They exceed 1 00 fcholars.—" In New-England fixty-two market
towns, and twenty feven fortified places.— Jerfeys has two feaports,

Perth and Amboy."
Joflelin, Hubb&rd, and Mather's Magnalia, we fhall for the prefent

4efer.

P M 4 alTigiis,
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afTigns, of all the lands in New-England from three

miles fouth of Charles river, to three miles north of Mer-
rimack river-, eaft and weft from fea to fea : thefe fix

aflfjciated twenty more perfons, and March 4, 1628-9,
obtained a royal grant with a charter, counterfigned

Woolfely ; it is commonly called the old charter, whereof

an abftraft is as follows

:

King James I, anno regni 18, Nov. 3, granted by patent

to a council at Flymouth in 'Devon., and their affodates and

ajjlgns for ever., the property andjurifdi£iion of the lands in

America (called New-England) from 40 D. N. lat. to 48 D.
N. lat. and eafi and weji from fea to fea *, if not poffeffed

]?y any Chriflian fiate^ nor within the limits of a fouthern

colony lately granted ; the quit-rent to he the fifth part of

all their gold and filver ore. This company by deed granted

and fold^ i<^th of March., 3 regni Charles I., apart of their

patent lands tofa gentlemen^ Sir Henry Rofzvell., &c. their

heirs., a£igns^ and affodates for ever., viz. All lands from
three miles northward of any and every part of Merrimack

river., to three miles fouthward of any and every part of

Charles river., and of Maffachufetts-Bay., E. and W. from
fea to fea., with all ifands on the eafiern or weflern coafls.

This grant was confirmed to thofe Jix gentlemen and their

twenty affociates by royal charter^ March 4, 1628-9. The

faid twenty-fix grantees., with all fuch others as fhall here-

after be admitted and made free of the compafiy^ floallfor

ever be one body corporate and politic, by the name of the

GOVERNOR AND COMPANY OF THE MaSSACHUSETTS-
Bay in New-England, The corporation to conftjl of one

governor^ one deputy-governor., and eighteen ajfijfants., to be

annually eleEled out of the freemeen of the company ; the king

nominated for the firfi year., Matthew Craddock., governor^

Thomas Goff., lieutenant-governor
., with eighteen affiftants.

The governor may call an affembly at'plcafure ; the governor

and affifiants., not tmder feven., may once a month meet to do

hufnefs: Four great and general courts or affemblies of the

freemen annually., on the lafi Wednefdays of Hilary., Eafler,

Trinity, and Michaelmas terms, whereof the governor and•..•
j^
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/m of the ajfiflants^ at leaf to he feven^ \_d'] with the repre-

fentattves of the tozvnfhips^ to admit freemen^ conjiitute of-

ficers^ make laws^ hut not repugnant to the ftatutes of Eng-

land : annually upon the laji JVednefday in Rafter term jhall

he an eleElion of general affemhly then convened^ of a go-

vernor^ deputy -governor^ eighteen affiftants^ and all other of-

ficers. Liberty to tranfport from England any people^ effeEis^

and merchandize free of cujtoras hoth outward and inzvard^

for thefirft feven years^ and quit from all taxes and cufoms

in New-England : alfo for the firft feven years, and for

fourteenyears more, excepting the five per cent, duty in Eng-
land, upon all merchandize imported. All horn in this

cou/itry, or in paffages to andfrom the colony, he deemed-na-

tural-horn fubjetis of England -, the general court may make
orders and laws, conftitute officers, may impofe fines, impri-

fonw^ent, or other lawful correBion, according to the courfe

of other corporations in England [^] ; efiahlifhing of the

Chrifiian faith amongft the natives, is in this charter de-

dared to he the principal end thereof; may encounter and

rejifi hy force of arms, hy fea or land, any who fhall in a

hoftile manner invade the [aid plantation ; if any of the faid

colony fhall injure any fubje£i of princes in amity with us,

they fijall, proclamation r.tade in England, he required to give

fatisfaMion, and make reftitution ; zvhich if not complied

with, the faid perfons fiall be put out of our allegiance and
•prote5iion, and thefaidprinces fhall be allowed to profecute the

faid offenders with hoftility — None of our fubjeufs to be de-

psrred fijhing upon the ccaft of NeWrEngla?id, ?iorfrom fet-

ting up ftages and workhoufes on floore, and cutting requifits

fimber and wood.

The colony feal was an Indian ere6t, naked, an arrow

in his right-hand, and a bow in his left-hand; thele

words in a fcrowl from his mouth. Come over and help

US; and m 2i, xav^nd^, Sigillum Guh . et Societatis de Maf-
fachufetts-Bay in Nova Anglia.

[<^] This feems to imply, that they were to meet and vote together.

\e\ Here capital crimes feera not to be included.

To
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To render this hiftory clear and diftinft, v/e (hall here

continue the accounts of the incidents which happened,

relating to this charter, down to its being vacated in

Chancery in 1684.

Anno 1635, Several complaints againfl the colony of

Maffachufetts-Bay being lodged in the court of King's-

behch ; a quo warranto was ilTued againfi: the governor

and company of MafTachufetts-Bay : fome of the com-
pany appeared and difclaimed their charter; others did

not appear, and were outlawed.

In this controverfy vv^ith Mr. Mafon, anno 1637, in

Trinity term, was obtained a judgment from theKing's-

bench, againfl the colony of MalTachufetts-Bay, in fa-

vour of the king, viz^. That the king fhould feize the faid

province, and take their governor Cradock's body into

cuftody ; but, by reafon of the enfuing civil war confu-

fions, the charter was never taken up, and from that time

to the Reftoration, New-England enjoyed a defirable

tranquillity -, and at the defire of their important neigh-

bours, the eaftern fettlers were taken into their proteflion

;and jurifdidion.

Upon the Reftoration 1661, Gorge and Mafon's repre-

fentatives renewed their complaints againfl; MafTachu-
fetts-Bay colony, upon account of encroachments; it

was chiefly in compalTion that thefe eaflern people were
(as abandoned) taken under their protedion and jurif-

diftion, but moreover MafTachufetts-Bay colony con-

ceived, that it might keep up their claim, to the mofl -

northerly part of Merimack river, with three miles ad-

vantage, and E. and W. from fea to fea, including all the

fettled part of Mafon's grant or New-Hampfhire, and of

the province of Main to Black Point.

Anno i6jc^-6^ March lo, ordered by the king in

council, that MafTachufetts-Bay government, fhould an-

fwer the complaints of Mafon's and Gorge's heirs, con-

cerning their being by faid government uhjuflily kept out

of their right,

William
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William Stoughton and Peter Bulkley were fent over

as agents j they difclaimed any title to thofe lands in j:he

petition.

The lords of the comrnittee for trade and plantations,

with the lords chief juftices Rainsford and North, re-

ported to the king in council, that the Maffachufetts-

Bay colony, by their reprefentatives, difclaimed any title

to the faid lands in controverfy j this report w^s cor^-

firmed by the king in council,

After the order of the king in council, July 20, 1677,

the affembly of Maflachufetts-Bay paffed an ad 1679,

vacating all fuch grants as they had made of lands be-

yond the three miles north of Merrimack river. We
muft obferve, that about this time, fome of the MafTa-

chufetts people, upon account of the Indian trade and

fifhery, removed to New-Hampfhire and province of

Main, and lived for fome time in a feparate ftate i but

from divifions amongft themfelves, and from fear of be-

ing infulted by the Indians, they put themfelves under

the proteftion and jurifdiftion of the government of

Maffachufetts-Bay. 1652, The il^habitants, of New-
Hamplliire, or Pifcataqua, or Mafon's grant, put them-

felves under the proredion and government of Maffachu-

fetts-Bay, until the time of Cranfield's being appointed

governor of New-Hampihire. Prefident Cutts and

council, Sept. 18, 1680, were commiffioned by the king

;

before this there had been no power of government grant-

ed for that territory of New-Hampfhire. We may ob-

ferve, that the old townihips of Portfmouth, Hampton,

^nd Dover, were grants of the Maffachufetts-Bay afiem-

bly: colonel Waldron, reprefentative for Dover, was

Speaker of MalTachufetts houfe of reprefentatives.

Anno 1682, May 9, The king in council further

inhibits the MalTachufetts-Bay government, from any ju-

rifdidion in Mafon's property.

The further account of the difputes between the cor-'

poration of Maifachufetts-Eay, and the heirs of Mr. Ma-
foii
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fon proprietors of New-Hampfhire, we refer to the iec-

tion of New-Hampfhire.

Anno 1682, when a defpotic monarchy was hatching,

feveral towns in England began to furrender their char-

te::, by the perfuafion of lord chief juftice Jeffries, a

perfon capable of any wickednefs to gratify the court

;

particularly in Cornwall, where are many poor boroughs,
for fmall confiderations always at the devotion of the

court : twenty-five boroughs brought in their charters.

Anno 16S3, king Charles II, by a meffage to the ge-

neral affembjy of Maffachufetts-Bay defired, that in con-

lideration of feveral [e] complaints entered againft them,
they would furrender their charter to the king's pleafure,

which by a vote of general affembly was refufed. There-
upon in confequence of a quo warranto j and fcire facias

y

16S4, in Chancery, in Trinity term, judgment was en-

tered againft their charter, and it was vacated ; the co-

lonies agents or attornies not appearing.

Robert Humphrey, Efq ; agent for MafTachufetts-Bay

colony, in his letter to the governor and council, dated

Inner Temple, May 2, 1685, ^"^^ ^^^'^ ^" ^^^ general

affembly July 8 following [/], writes, " The breaches

affigned againft you, are as obvious as unanfwerable -, fo

that all the fervice your council and friends could have
done you here, would have only ferved to deplore, not

prevent, that inevitable lofs, I fent you the lord keeper's

order of June 15, 1684, requiring your appearing firft

day of Michaelmas term, elfe judgment entered againft

your charter was to ftand. When this firft day came,

your letters of attorney neither were, nor indeed could

he, returned ; accordingly, I applied to the Chancery for

further time : where judgment paffes by refault, there

inay be a rehearing. Inftead of fending letters of attor-

[e] A difregard to the ads of trade, perfecution of their fellow-

chiftians, i3'c,

[f] Mr. Humphrey at that tin^e feems not to have been a re^l

friend to New-Englancl.
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ney, the colony fent only an addrefs to the king, with-

out colony feal, cr any fubfcription per order ; therefore

it was not prefented. I herewith fend you a copy of the

judgment againft your charter. Colonel Kirk was fixed

upon, by Charles II, to be your governor •, and James II,

is faid to have renewed his patent for your government."

Henry Cranfield, governor of the adjoining province

of New-Hamplliire, is faid to have been appointed by
Charles II, governor of New -England. It is certain his

commiffion was never publifhed ; if there was any fuch

patent, it dropped by the death of Charles II : by Charles

the fecond's fudden death, whether natural, or wickedly

procured, we fnall not determine ; this affair was neg-

lefted, and the New-England colonies continued for

about two years more, in the enjoyment of their charter

privileges [g].

Jofeph Dudley, Efq ; was fent over to the court of

England as their agent in the charter affairs •, but as be-

ing a native of New-England, and a cunning man, it was
thought by the court that he was the proper perfon to

facilitate and to introduce a new adminiftration, or form
ofgovernment. Accordingly, in April 1686, he was ap-

pointed prefident, with a council to govern New-Eng-
land •, he arrived atBoflon in June following : there were

no confiderable afts in government in his time. In De-
cember of the fame year, arrives Sir Edmond Andros,
governor of New- England, with Nicholfon, lieutenant-

governor, and two independent companies of foldiers;

and prefident Dudley was appointed chief-juflice.

The New- England charters being laid afide, the go-
vernor and council (fix or ^cv&n perfons, generally flran-

r^] Plynrouth colony had the Tame fate with Maflachufetts-Bay co-

lony in the affair of charters; Connefcicut and Rhode-ifland colonies

fubmitted, by refolve of their affemblies, to the king's pleafure, and
for two years and a half were under the government of Sir Edmund.
Andros, without being required to furrender their charter ; upon the

Revolution, as their charter had never been vacated by law, nor fur-

rendered, they were allowed by the court of England to reaffume their

charters, and continue in the full enjoyrnenc thereof to this day.

4 gers)
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gers) had the legiflative and executive power of govern-
ment. They afted many imjuft and oppreffive things

;

for inflance, in property, they alledged, that the people's

conveyances were not according to the laws of Eng-
land, and that upon their charter (;:ea{irig, their former
titles ceafed ; and obliged them to take out new grants

or titles at high rates and extravagant fees : particularly

the king affumed the abfolute government, and the pro-

perty of the unappropriated lands, the granting of lands,

raifing of taxes, making of laws, with the executive part

likewife.

Upon the arrival in April 1 6^g^ in Bofton, of the news
of a thorough revolution in England, there was a kind
of popular infurre6lion in Bofton againft the governor Sir

Edmund Andros and his officers, who furrendered, and
werp fent home ; a convention of the principal gentle-

men of the colony was held in Bofton, who appointed a

council, Simon Bradflreet, prefident, or committee for the

fafety of the people, and confervation of the peace ; and
fummoned a convention of the reprefentatives ofthepeO'
pie. Accordingly, at the firft meeting, fixty-fix reprefen-

tatives of forty-four towns and diilri6ls were prefent ; and -

May 24, there were reprefentatives from fifty-four places

;

they refolved that the governor, deputy- governor, affif-

tants, and other officers, as chofen May 12, 1686, ffiould

aft in their refpeftive ftations ; viz. Simon Bradftreet,

governor •, Thomas Serjeant, major-general ; Ifaac

Adington, fecretary ; John Phillips, treafurer ; Thomas
Danforth, prefident ofthe province of Main, y^. Thomas
Oakes was fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives : they

refolved upon fix rates of taxes, whereof one rate was to

be in provifions : all this was tranfafted with fubmiffion

to the king and queen's pleafure when notified.

It was propofed by a writ of error, to have a rehear-

ing concerning the New-England charters, in Weftmin-
fter-hall; but this was dropped. There was a bill

brought into the convention parliament, for reftoring the

New-England charters j it pafTed the lower houfe, but

the
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the convention being diffolved foon after, it dropped.

Upon granting the new charter, the king allowed the

agents for Maffachufetts-Bay to nominate their firfl: go-

vernor ; they nominated Sir William Phipps.

The further provincial proceedings we defer to the

next article.

7'he boundary line of Old Maflachufetts-Bay colony.

THE fouthern line is, r. With the late Plymouth co^

iony forty-one miles •, being fifteen miles due W. twenty-

three miles W, 18 D. S. fee p. 401, and W. 7 D. N.
three miles and a half. Upon this line lie the townfhips

of Hingham, Weymouth, Braintree, and Stoughton.

2. [i»] The line with Rhode-ifland colony, from the

interfeftion of the north and fouth line from Patucket

Falls to MafTachufetts-Bay fouth line, as fettled by agree-

ment of the two colonies, May 14, 1719, and afterwards

confirmed by the king in council, is W. 7 D. N. about

twenty miles to the N. W. corner of Rhode-ifiand, being

a produ6lion of Conne6licut and Rhode -ifland N, and S.

line, as fettled by agreement of thefe two colonies, anno

1738. iV". B. Here the differences of variation allowed

per agreement with Rhode-ifland of W. 7 D. N, and with

Conneflicut of W. 9 D. N. occafions a notch of one

mile and forty rods in the townfhip of Douglafs, from the

Rhode-ifland N. W. corner to the Connecticut N. E.

corner : upon this line lie the townfhips of Wrentham,
Bellingham, Uxbridge, and Douglafs. 3. The line

with [/] Connefticut, run anno 17 13, from laid N. E.

[h] Maffachufetts fouth line was (tt oiF according to the letter of

the charter, from three miles fouth of the head of Stop-river in Wrent-
ham, being the moft foutherly branch of Charles-river ; it falls into the

main body of Charles-river at Medfield.

[z] In N. lat. 42 D. 2 M. as obferved by the ingenious, learned, and
inquifitive gentleman William Burnet, Efq; fomecime governor of

New-York, and afterwards governor of the province of Maliijchufetts-

Bay; a worthy fon of the worfhy, pious, and honeft, though political

bilhop Burnet.

corner
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corner of Connedlicut, W. 9 D. N. to the N. W. cor-

ner of Conneflicut feventy-two miles ; viz. from faid N,
E. corner ofConneilicut to Connecticut river (ninety rods

north of the N. E. corner of SufEeld) thirty-eight miles,

and from thence to Conne6licut N . W. corner thirty-four

miles-, in all feventy-two miles upon Connedicut : this

line was \k~\ fettled per agreement, and afterwards con-

firmed by the king in council : upon this line lie the

townfliips of Dudley, Woodftock indented, Sturbridge,

Brimfield, Somers, and Enfield indented, Suffield indent-

ed,Weftfield, Bedford, Houfatonicks, No's 3 and 2, and

Sheffield.

As an equivalent, for fome indented lands properly

belonging to the colony of Connedicut, but fettled, and

for fome time affumed under the jurifdicflion, of Mafla-

chufetts-Bay-, anno 1713, the province of Mafiachufetts-

Bay allowed the property, but not jurifdiftion of fome

of their vacant province lands, containing 105,793 acres

in four feparate parcels. Thefe equivalent lands were fold

at public vendue by the colony of Connefticut April 25,

1716, for 683/. New-England carrency in fixteen Ihares,

viz. Gurdon Saltonflall, governor of Conne6licut, Mrs.

Saltonftall, Paul Dudley, Addington Davenport, Tho.

Fitch, Anthony Stoddard, William Brattle, minifter,

Ebenezer Pemberton, a minifter of the gofpel, William

and Jofeph Dummer, each one half of a fliare, Jonathan

Belcher, John White, William Clark, near Bofton com-

mon, John Wainwright, Henry Newman and John
Cafwal, each one third of a fhare, Nath. Gould, and

Peter Burs, each one half of a fhare, John Stoddard and

Elifha Williams, each one half of a fhare, and to John
Read one fhare : about 40,000 acres of thefe lands, by

the late fettlement of a line with New-Hampfhire, fall

r^] A la;e petition to the general court, or general afTembly for the

indented tovvnfhips of Maflachufetts-Bay, to be fet ofF to thejurif-

diftion of Connedicut is idle and vain, becaufe the jurifdiftion has

been fome years fince finally iiiiied by the king in council.

into
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into the jurifdiftion of New-Hampihire upon Connedli-

cut riyer above Northfield.

The weft line of Maflachiifetts-Bay hitherto is not fet-

tled •, the people of New-York pretend that their eaft

line is Connedicut river [/J, becaufe the Dutch colony,

their predecefTors, extended their pretenfions fo far, and
had a confiderable trade in Connedicut river. But we
may obferve, that fome years fince, anno 1725, when
New-York and Conne6licut fettled their line, which was
afterwards confirmed by the king in council ; their fun-

damental agreement was, that this boundary line fhould

be at twenty miles eaft of Hudfon's river, and parallel

with the faid river •, therefore naturally this line in the

fame circumftances muft extend northward, and bound
Maffachufetts-Bay and New-Hampftiire provinces.

The [nt] north and eaft lines have been in continued

difputes in oppofite claims of Maflachufetts-Bay and
New-Hampfhire. Anno 1739, ^^^^ king in council,

upon appeals from the judgment of commiffioners (per

agreement of both parties) appointed under the great

feal of Great-Britain, finally determined the fame.

As all difputable claims are now extinguiftied, we may
reckon them as obfolete ; but for the curious (antiqua-

ries perhaps may be an improper term in a young colony)

we fhall give fome fuccind account of thole claims.

It is frequently very difficult, and almoft impofTibleto

reconcile the letter of the boundaries of two old grants ;

becaufe generally more was granted, than had been fur-

veyed, or perhaps more than had been difcovered ; there-

fore the lines were ill exprefted, in loofe general terms,

and frequently interfering ; which cannot be adjufted but
by amicable voluntary conventions and agreements of

[/] Anno J 7 26, fome of the Maflachufetts-Bay people, in fettling

Houfatonick townfhips, were arretted to Albany court in an adtion of
trefpafs againft a grant to fome Dutchmen from my lord Cornbury,
governor of New-York.

[m] It was defigned to refer the hiftory of this line to the fe£lion of
New-Hampfhire, but it feems more naturally to fall in this place.

Vol. L E e the
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the parties concerned ; to be explained and confirmed by

the king in council, the original granter.

Immediately upon the royal grant or patent to the

New-Kngland company, called the council of Plymouth,

that coun( il granted to Sir Ferdinando Gorge, governor

of the fort of Plymouth, and Ibmetime prefident of the

faid council, and to Mr. Mafon merchant of London,
their fecretary, jointly, from Neumkeag or Salem river

to Qiienebec river along the lea fhore, and fixty miles-

inland : foon after, they had feparate grants of feparate

parcels of land : here, we are only to relate the difputes;

with Mr. Mafon's heirs and affigns, and the fedlion of

New-Hamp(hire muft be referred to.

Anno 1 62 1 , March 9, the council of Plymouth grant-

ed to John Mafon, Efq; of London, their fecretary, his

heirs and affigns, a trad: of land from Neumkeag ta

Merrimack river. Anno 1 629, they granted to ditto a

tra6l \n] of land, between Merrimack river and Pifcata-

qua river, fixty miles up each river, and thefe to be

bounded by a line acrofs from river to river. Both thefe

grants Ayere joined in a nevv'- grant 1635, April 22, from

the council of Plymouth to the faid Mafon, viz. fixty

miles up Neumkeag river, i^c. and from the entrance of

Neumkeag (a creek between Salem and Beverley) round

by the fea-Ihore to the middle entrance of Pifcataqua

river, up Pifcataqua river, and Newichawennock river to^

the head thereof, and thence north weftward till fixty

miles be accompiiHied ; and crofs from the termination

of each of thefe fixty miles, to be called New-LIampfhire.

Anno 1635, Aug. 19, king Charles, by patent, confirms

this grant called New-HampOiire, with power ofgovern-

ment and jurifdidion (as in the palatinate or bilhoprick

of Durham) with power of conferring honours.

The complaints from time to time of Mr. Mafon's

heirs to the king in council, and the determinations

[«] This patent is pofterior to that of Maflachufetts-Bay 1628-9,

and therefore void, as the lands between Neumkeag and Merrimack

river.
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thereupon, have been already related in p. 410 ; we fhall

now mention fome very large private claims from Indian

grants, where both colonies of Maflachufetts Bay and
New-Hampfhire were fuppofed to be concerned in pro-

perty, as well as in jurifdi6lion.

Anno 1629, the chiefs of the Indians ofMerrimack ri-

ver fold to John Wheelwright and others of the Mafla-
chufetts Bay colony, all that land beginning " at the
" end of twenty miles N. W. from Patucket falls, and
" thence running a N. E. line to interfeft Merrimack and
" Pifcataqua rivers, and thefe two rivers to be the bounds
" of it, from that line to thcfea." This, together with
other lands, included all the late province of New-
Hampfhire. This claimjwas revived by Mr. Cooke and
others, about thirty years fince, when fome Irifh Pre/by-

terians petitioned both affemblies of Mafiachufetts-Bay

and of New-Hampfhire, for a fettlement or townlhip of
lands : thefe emigrants are fettled upon part of thole

lands by charter or grant from the governor and council

of New-Hampfhire ; their townfhip is called London-
derry (formerly -Nutfield) and flourilhes much ; they are

a noted pattern and example of induftry and frugality

;

particularly they excel in the fabric or manufa6lure of
linen cloth. May the other tov/nfhips of New England
copy from them ! This tov/nfhip lies a few miles eaft of
Patucket falls of Merrimack river.

Anno 1683, a large trad of land called the Million

purchafe, both lides of Merrimack river above Souhagen
river, was granted by tlie Sachems of the Weymafet or

lower river Indians, and the Penycook or upper river

Indians, to Jonathan Tyng of D unliable for valuable

confiderations. This trad: of land extended upon the

weft fide ofMerrimack river, from the mouth of Sough-
agen river, where it falls into Merrimack river, fix miles

and a half up the faid Soughagen or Souhegonack river

;

thence N. 20 D. weftward, ten miles j thence in a diredt

line from the northward as far as the moft foutherly end
or part (meaning, I fuppole, the produdion weftward of

E e 2 a line
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a line from the foutherly end of the faid pond) of the

great pond or lake, commonly called Wenapefioche lake;

extended upon the eaft fide of Merrimack river from

Brenton's lands or farm (in Litchfield) fix miles in

breadth eaftward, and thence running in a direft line

northward unto, and as far as, the moft foutherly end or

part of Wenepafioche lake •, neither of thefe weft or eaft

lines to come nearer to the river of Merrimack than fix

miles ; an Indian plantation of three miles fquare is re-

ferved. Thefe lands were conveyed in feveral parcels,

and at fundry times, to certain perlbns by transfers, anno

1684, 1685, and i686i o£ which transfers fome were

acknowledged before the magiftates of theadminiftration

of the old colony of MalTachufetts-Bay, and fome before

thofe of king James the fecond's reign. After thefe con-

veyances and transfers were confirmed by Robert Tufton
Mafon proprietor of New-Hampfhire, April 15, 1686,

fo far as falls within the royal grant of New-Hampfhire,
at a. quit-rent of los. fterling^^r annum when demanded,

they were regulated into twenty equal fliares, viz.

Jofeph Dudley Samuel Shrimpton John Blackwell

Charles Lidget "William Stoughton Peter Bulkeley

John Ufher Richard Wharton WilliamBlathwayt

Edward RandolphThomas Henchmanjonathan Tyng
John Hubbard Thaddeus Macarty Daniel Cox.

Robert ThompfonEdward Thomplon

And three other perfons to be hereafter named and agreed

upon •, no benefit of furvivorfliip -, to be divided as, foon

as may be, and each fhare may take up 5000 acres at

difcretion for the prefent. Thefe grants and regulations

were alfo confirmed July 12, 1686 (and entered Nov. 9,

following) by Jofeph Dudley, prefident, and by the

council of his majefty's territory and dominion of New-
England in America ; with an addition of the townfhip

of Concord, Chelmsford, Groton, Lancafter, Stow, and

Dunftable, and twelve miles more of land. This claim

was
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was in a manner revived about twenty-eight years fince,

but ibon dropped ; it is now again revived by an adver-

tifement in the Bofton Gazette of June 21, 1748. Thefe

lands at prefent are in the jurifdidlion of New-Hamp-
fliire, and muft be claimed in that province.

Not many years fince Mrs. Rand from New-England,
heirefs or reprefentative of Thomas Goffe, one of the

twenty-fix original patentees or proprietors of Mafiachu-

fetts-Bay grant, entered a claim in Chancery accordingly,

and gave ibme difturbance to the MalTachufetts-Bay vef-

fels in the river Thames in London, by entering a Ne
exeat in Chancery ; pretending they were the produce of

that colony, which the twenty- fix original proprietors had

never jointly afligned to the lettlers -, but upon her death,

and one of the heirs of the other original proprietors ap-

pearing, the affair dropped ; and the fettlers, by their

reprefentativcs in general affembly, continue in quiet pof-

feffion by prefcription.

For many years there had been a difpute concerning

the north boundary of Maffachufetts-Bay colony with

New-Hampfliire \ New-Hamplhire claimed, from three

miles north of the middle channel of the mouth of Mer-
rimack river due well, until it meet with other Britifh

governments ; Maffachufetts-Bay claimed, from three

miles north of the Black Rock, where Merrimack river

emptied itfelf into the ocean, when the charter was

granted ; thence running at three miles dillance parallel

with the river, to three miles north of the fork or crotch

where this river firft receives the name Merrimack, and

from thence due weft to the South-Sea, or to any of his

majefty*s other territories.

[<?] Anno 1731, the general affembly of New-Hamp-
lhire appointed Mr. Rindge their agent, to folli' it at

\o\ I have been the more particular in this affair, that it may ferve,

"by way of inftance, co illuftrate the length of r.me required :o bring

plantation afFair to an ilTue, at the court of Great-Biusin The
affair of the boundanes between lod Balnmore of Maryland, and the

E e 3 home.
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home, for fettling their boundaries with the province of

MafTachufetts Bay •, 1733, the petition was prefented

;

1734, Jan. 5, the Board of Trade and Plantations, fent

to the attorney and follicitor-general, this queftion,

" From what part of Merrimack river, the three miles

" limitation ought to be taken ?" March 19, the report

was, " From three miles north of the mouth of Mer-
" rimack river.'* 1737? April 9, by the confent of both

parties, a commiffion under the great feal was iffued to

fome gentlemen of the councils in the neighbouring

provinces to hear and judge in the affair. The com-
mifTioners met at Hampton in New Hampfhire Aug. i,

and gave their determination Sept. 2 ; both parties ap-

pealed to the king in council, and the commiffioners ad-

journed themfelves to Aug. i, 1738, to receive the king's

pleafure. 1 739, March 5, the appeals were heard before

the proper committee of privy councif, and afterwards

their report was heard before the king in council, where

the affair was finally determined. Conformablyto this de-

termination the lines were run by the province of New-
Hamplhire, ex parte, the Maffachufetts-Bay govern-

ment refufed to join in the furvey ; the line between

New-Hampfhire and the province of Main by Mr.
Bryant j the line parallel with, and at three miles (on

the north fide) diftance from the river Merrimack by
Mr. Mitchell ; and the line from Patucket falls ftation

W. 10 D. N. to New-York eaft line by Mr. Hazen.
Thefe lines or furveys were in May, 1741, lodged with

the records of both provinces.

We come now to delineate the northerly line of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay province. The commiilioners for fettling

of it, ly^y^ put it thus, " If the fame lands were grant-
'* ed by W. and M. charter, as by that of Charles I j"

then this line fhould run three miles north from the Black

Rock at the mouth of the river Merrimacic, and parallel

Penns of Penfylvania, is of a much longer Handing, and not as yet

iffued.

with
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v/ith the river to three miies north of the crotch where

the rivers of Winnepafiake and PemegawafTet meet,

and thence due weft : but if otherwife, then the line is

to begin at three miles north from the miouth of the faid

river, and run from thence due weft. Upon the appeals

the king in council iffued the cafe in neither of thels

ways ; but that after the parallel was carried fo far as the

flexure of the river at Patuckct falls, it fhould proceed

s\o farther •, becaufe if the parallel line vv^ere to be con-

tinued farther, it would be eaft, and not north, from the

xiver ; the courfe of the river from this flexure becom-
ing north and fouth , and from a fcation three miles

north of the flexure or falls, the line to run W. 10 D.
N. by compafs, to New -York eaft line.

Mr. Mitchell's line parallel with Merrimack river be-

gins at three miles north of a Black Rock, to Patuckct

ftation, being W. 9 D. S. by compafs twenty- feven miles.

This parallel line pafles through and cuts ofl^part of the

following towniliips of Mafl^achufetts-Bay government,
viz. Salifbiiry, Amefbury, Haverhill, Methuen, Dracur,

and Nottingham ; .the colony of Maifachufetts-Bay had
wcxtended thefe townfliips beyond the three miles north

•of Merrimack, not fo much upon account of their having
afllimed the jurifdi6tion ot that country, at the time of

granting -thefe townftiips, but chiefly becauie they were
Indian grants to Maflachufetts people.

Mr. Hazen's line from Patucket ftation three miles

eaft of Merrimack river, runs W. 10 D. N. by compafs
to cut Connedicut river (one mile arid three quarters

north oFNorthfield meeting houfe-, and about ten miles

fouth of fort Dummer) fifty-three miles fifty-eight rods

;

•thence to New-York line twenty miles eaft from Hud-
fon's river, thirty-fix miles lixty rod ; in all about ninety

miles. The line continued falls in with Hudfon's river

fix -miles above Albany church, and a little below the

mouth of Mohawks river. This line pafles through, and
takes off from the Maflachufetts-Bay jurifdiftion, fome
parts,of the following townfliips and lands^ viz. Dun-

E e 4 ftable.



424 British Settlements in America. Part II.

ftable, Groton, Townfend, [/»] Ipfwich newtownfhip, Ca-

nada to Rowley, fome province vacant lands, Canada to

Sylvefter and others, Canada to Roxbury, Winchefter,

Northfield, Fall-fight townfliip, Bolton new townfhip,

No. 2, and province vacant lands to New-York eaft line.

The fea line of the old colony of MafTachuretts-Bay

does not exceed eighty miles.

The fuperficial land contents of faid colony we may
eftimate in this manner : i. Its northerly line in a diredt

courfe, north fide of Merrimack river, W. 9 D. S. to

Pantucket ftation is twenty-feven miles; thence W. 10

D. N. to New-York eaft line are about ninety miles

;

being in all about 117 miles. 2. Its foutherly line is

from Conohaflet rocks to the notch in Bridgewater, fifteen

miles i thence W. 18 D- fouth to the ftation tree twenty-

three miles i thence W. 7 D. N. to Rhode-iQand, N. W.
corner, which is nearly the fame with Connedlicut N. E.

corner twenty-four miles [^], thence W. 9 D. N. to Con-

[p] A few years fince, the general aflembly of the MafTachufetts-

Bay was in the humour of diftribuiing the property of much vacant or

province land ; perhaps in good policy and forefight, to fecure to the

Maffachufetts people, by poffeflion, the property of part of fome con-

troverted lands ; accordingly it came to pafs, that upon a royal com-

miffion from the court of Great-Britain, to determine this controverfy,

the jurifdidlion, but not the property, was allotted to New-Hampfhire,

or rather to the crown. Some of thefe grants, called townfliips, were

to the inhabitants of the feveral old townlhips, e. g. to Bofton three

towv.fhips, to Ipfwich one, &'c. nine townlhips were voted, but only

feven granted, to the defcendants of the Naraganfet or Pequod Indian

war foldiers 1637, called Naraganfet townfhips ; nine townlhips were

granted to the heirs of the militia, or foldiers, who went againft Ca-

nada, anno 1690, and are called Canada townfhips. A parcel of thefe

townlhips, the furtheft up in the country, run W. 5 and a half D. S.

acrofs from Merrimack river thirty-five miles to Connefticut river,

as a barrier againft the Indians, they are called the double line of

towns; whereof No. 3, 8, and g, are very mountainous, rocky,

and flony, not capable of fettlement; No. 4 and 7 are the befl

lands.

At prefent there remains in the territory of Old MafTachufetts-Bay

colony, vacant or provincial lands, not exceeding the value of fix

townfhips of fix miles fquare each.

[q] This line, by a produdlion of about twenty miles, falls in with

Jiiidfon's river, about half a mile below the mouth of Efopus river.

nedicut
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nefticiit N. W. corner feventy miles ; being in all about

132 miles. 3. The meridian diftance from the above-

faid northerly and to the foutherly line is about forty-

feven miles. Thefe forty-feven miles multiplied into

125, which is nearly the medium between the northerly

and foutherly line, produces 5875 fquare miles, which

are 3,750,000 acres [r].

As to the fituation of this American province of
Maflachufetts-Bay in New-England, upon the furface of

the terreftrial globe •, we fhall obferve that Boston the

chief town or metropolis of New-England, from the ob-

fervations of the late ingenious Mr. Thomas Robie, fel-

lowof Harvard, alias Cambridge college ofNew-England
determined it to be in 42 D. 25 M. N. lat. and [j] wefl:

from London 4 H. 46 M. which is W. long. 7 1 D,

30 M.
[r] By a late determination of the king in council, the province of

Maflachufetts-Bay,' has loltofits claimed lands, about one half in

number of acres : thus ellimated ; the foutherly line of tlie claimed
lands difunited from MaiTachufetts, is i 17 miles ; the northerly line

is from Endicot's tree, three miles north of the fork of iVIerrimack
river, thirty five miles to Connedicut river, and thence to New-York
eafi: line about fixty miles, being in all about ninety-five miles, whereof
a medium extent eafl and weft is 106 miles ; this multiplied into fifty-

five miles, the meridian diftance between Pantucket falls and Endicot's

tree, gives 5830 fquare miles, which are 3,73 ;,20o acres.

There are fome aftual furveys of extents which ought not to. be loft

in oblivion ; as for inftance, from Merrimack river due weft to Grotoa
meeting-houfe are twelve miles ; from Groton meeting-houfe (as fur-

veyed by colonel Stoddard, major Fulham, and Mr. Dwight, by order

of the general aflembly) to Northfield meeting-houfe W, 1 6 D. IST.

by compafs, are forty-one miles and a half; from, Deerfield meeting-

houfe near Connedlicut river, a little higher, to Albany church upoa
the weft fide of Hudion's river, W; i 2 and a half D. N, are nity-feven

miles twenty rod. From fuch adual furveys the public roads may be
laid out to better advantage than at prefent: for inftance, the prefent

road from Bofton 'o Albany (this is the road to .VIontreal in Canada)
by way of Springfield, the Houfatonick , and Kinderhook is about
200 miles'; a new and better road, buc not as yet well improved, is

fvia Lancafter and >!ichavvog to Sunderland upon Connecticut river

eighty-four miles, and from Deerfield, a little higher to Albany, are

lifty-ieven niiles, being in all only about 1 50 miles. '

The
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lihe general hifiory under the old charter adminifiratioH

continued.

THIS charter was dated March 4, 1 62 8-9 ; by charter

Mr. Cradock was nominated then- firft: governor, but by
reafon of his advanced age, he decnrivid going over

;

and Mr. Endicot, deputy -governor, but being of no
note, he was dropped : the company in London chofc

'

John Winthrop, governor, and Thomas Dudley, deputy-

governor.

Anno 1629, the company fent over 350 people, 115
neat cattle, fome horfes, fheep, and goats (moft of this

ilock died in the pailage) fix pieces of cannon, with

llores ; they landed at Neumkeag, now Salem, June 24,

1629; Mr. Endicot, their leader, gave it the name
Salem.

1630. In April, Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Dudley, with

fome of the adventurers and afliftants, many iettlers and
fervants, provifions and Itores, in all fevenceen fhips, were

fent over this year : of the fettlers about 1 00 died the firft

year \ and the furvivors [/] fuffered much for want of

[j] By the fame ecHpfe of the moon, March 15, r7i7, obferved by
Caffini and De la Hire at Paris (which is g M. 40 feconds in time call:

from London) and by Mr. Robie at Cambridge of New- England.
Two obfervations better afcertain the difference of time between two

remote places, than an obfervation in one place, and a calculation only

for the other.

[/] Deputy-governor Dudley, March 28, 1631, wrote home to his

friends in England, " The 180 fervants which we had fent over, we
could not avoid giving them all their liberty, though they coft us from

16 to 20/. fterling a perfon, not having bread kine for a fortnight.

If any comes to this fettlement to plant for worldly ends (but if for

fpiritual he may do well) that can live well at home, he commits an

error, of which he will foon repent him ; we failed of our expedation

to our great damage. People of England, who are endued with

grace, and furnifhed with means to iiod their families for eighteen

months, and to build and plant, let tliem come. In the beginning of

our fettlements we had great ficknefs and mortality, as well as the fet-

tlers of New-Plymouth, which feemed 10 proceed from want of warm
lodging and good diet ; they who landed in fummer died of fevers

from the heats j they who landed in winter, as thofe ofNew-Plymouth,

^ied of the fcurvy.

provifions.
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provilions. After a chargeable, long, and tedious voyage,

they landed at Salem ; they difliked Salem, and chofe to

fettle where the land was better ; they proceeded to the

mouth of [«] Charles-river farther up the bay. Here fome
fettled, and called it Charles-Town ; fome fettled at Sa-

gus- river, now Lynn •, fome at Myftic-river, now Med-
ford ; thefe two fettlements are between Salem and
Charles-Town j fome from Charles Tov/n crofTed over,

and fettled upon a Peninfula, now called Boston, the me-
tropolis of Britifh America; fome fettled from Charles-

Town weftward atNewtown and Watertown; fome from
Bofton fettled two miles weft foiithward, and called it

Rocklbury, becaufe rocky ground ; fome fettled four

miles fouth from Bofton, and called it Dorchefter

;

they were moftly weft countrymen. Newbury fettled

1635 [w\
Being fickly, and fearing the feverity of the winter,

many were difcouraged ; about 100 perfons returned

with the Ihips to England ; fome Libertines went to a

fmall fettlement which had been made at Pifcataqua

without this jurifdidlion. From fettling out, April 30,
to December following, died upwards of 200 perfons.

Anno 1631, freemen werefirft admitted, and here the

old charter lawbook begins; preceding May, 1634,
admitted about 390 freemen ; preceding 1641, about

4000 fettlers came from England. For the twenty fol-

lowing years, the independent manner in religion was
fafhionable at home, and more people went home from
New-England, than came abroad to New-England. Af-
ter the Reftoration, the epifcopal church of England a-

gain became rigid, and many Diffenters came over with
their minifters ; thus Mr. Allen was appointed minifter

[a] It was fo called fome years before this fettlement

[w] Here I could proceed, and give the hiftory of the firft fettling

and progreffive improvements of moft townfhips in the province of
Maffachufetts-Bay ; but this would be of too private and confined a
nature, to be admitted into a general fummary, and could engage the

attention of but a few readers,

of
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of Bofton, Mr. Lee of Briilol, Mr. Bailey of Watertown,

The afliduous and well-qualified agent Dummer, in

his ingenious and politic piece, publifhed in London,
172 1, in defenc^e of the New-England charters, when all

charter and proprietary governments were in danger of
being annihilated, by a bill brought into the Houie of
Commons of Great-Britain ; he writes, " That the ex-
" pence of fetthng the Maffachufetts-Bay colony for the
** firft twelve years, was about 200,000/. fterling; that
*' the fettlers were neither neceffitous nor criminals."

^ithe hijiory of their fuccejfive governors^ is as follows

:

1630. The company of Maffachufetts-Bay adventurers-

in London, chofe for their governor, John Winthrop, a

lawyer, fon of Adam Winthrop, of Groton in Suffolk

;

he brought over with him to New-England the proceeds

of an eftate of 600 to 700 /. ^tvYm^per anmm\ was almoll

annually eleded governor till his death ; he was very

charitable, particularly in diftributing his medicinal Van
Helmont noftrums to the poor. His fon was very in-

llrumental in procuring the ^Connefticut charter, and
was annually chofen their governor during his life. His
grandfon was fome time major-general of the colony,

and chief-juflice or judge ; he died 171 7. To his great

grandfon John, was dedicated the xV^ vol. of the Phi-

lofophical tranfaftions of the London Royal Society ; he

died lately in London.
1636. In oppofitionto Mr. Winthrop, Henry Vane,

fon of Sir Henry Vane, was chofen governor ; he came
over an enthufiaftic rigid Puritan •, his condu6t was dif-

agreeable to the people, he was dropped the year follow-

ing, and Mr. Winthrop chofen as formerly. He was
afterwards member of the long parliament in England j

and executed as a traitor 1662. -^t. 50.

1645. Thomas Dudley was elefted governor, Mr.
Winthrop, deputy-governor: Mr. Dudley was born at

Northamp-
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Northampton •, he was a Puritan, and bred In the army ;

he was about ten years fteward to the earl of Lincoln

;

he came over deputy-governor 1630, and was at times

chofen major-general ot the colony ; he died in Rockf-

bury, July 31, 1652, Mt. 77. His fon Jofeph Dudley
fuftained many great and arduous polls. Colony-agent,

prefident of the council, chief-juftice, member of par-

liament in England, and governor of the province of
Maflachufetts-Bay, as fhall be in courfe related more at

large. . His grandfon Paul Dudley, Efq; is the prelent

chief-juftice of the province of MaffachufetLs-Bay, of

long experience in the laws and culloms of the province ;

he is noted abroad in the world, by fome ingenious

pieces, relating to the natural hiftory of New-England,
publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfa6lions of the Lon-
don Royal Society, for the years 1720 and 172 1.

1653. John Endicot was chofen governor; he died

1665. 1665, Richard Bellingham, a lawyer, a very old

man, was elefted j he had been an afliftant or magiftrate

thirty years before; he was chofen governor for feven years

fuccelTively ; he died 1671, lEx.. 80. He had formerly

been treafurer of the province ; he was very fevere againft

Anabaptifts and Qiiakers ; his memory is perpetuated by
the townfhip of Bellingham, being called after his name.

1 67 1 . W as chofen John Leverett ; he was annually

continued governor till death 1 676, in the autumn. His
father Thomas Leverett, with his family, removed

1633, from Bofton in Lincolnfhire of Old-England, to

New-England.
1676. Simon Bradflreet was defied governor ; he was

annually rechofen till anno 1686 ; the charter being va-

cated, he was fuperfeded by prefident Dudley : upon
the Revolution in New-England, April i689,fublequent

to and confequent of the Revolution in England, Nov.
1688 ; by the advice and diredion of the principal in-

habitants of the colony, with the other colony officers, as

elefted 1686, he reaffumed the government, till the

arrival of the new charter, May, 1692. This was ap-

proved
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proved of, and confirmed by W. and M. He was born

in Lincolnlhire, had been a fellow of Emanuel College

in Cambridoje of 01d-Ena;land ; fucceeded o;overnor

Thomas Dudley, as fteward to the earl of Lincoln ; he

married a fifler of governor Jofeph Dudley ; he died

March 27, 1697, lEi. 95 -, he was the longeft liver of all

the firft planters of New-E^ngland.

Some fhort time after the llicceffion of king James II,

the charter being vacated, Jofeph Dudley, Efq ; who had
been fent over the colony's agent, arrived in Bofton,

June 1686, as prefident with a council -, he aiTumed the

adminiitration ; he was fuperfeded by

The arrival of Sir Edmund Andros, governor ofNew-
England, in Dec. 1686

-, he continued governor, until

fent home, with his officers, by the Revolutioners in the

fpring, 1 689. He had been governor ofNew-York under

the duke [^] of York and Albany for feven years pce-

ceding 1 684, when he was fuperfeded by colonel Dongan
a Roman catholic: anno 1692 in Virginia he had the

chief command, having fucceeded Francis Nicholfon,

who was lieutenant-governor under lord Howard, prin-

cipal governor, difmiffed ; Sir Edmund continued gover-

nor until 1698, when colonel Nicholfon from Mary-
land fuperfeded him ; governor Nicholfon returned to

England 1 704, and was fucceeded by the earl of Ork-
ney. Here we infenfibly anticipate affairs belonging to

the feftion of Virginia.

The fucceflive major-generals under the old charter

were, Thomas Dudley, John Endicot, Edward Gibbons,

Robert Sedgwick, Humphrey Atherton, Daniel Den-
nifon, John Leverett, Daniel Gookin, and Thomas
Sergeant.

The fucceffive fecretaries, were William Burgis, Simon
Bradftreet, Increafe Newel, and Edward Rawfon ; be-

tween the old and new charters in the intermediate

[x] The city of New-York was fo called from his Engli(h, title;

and the city of Albany from his Scots title.

arbitrary
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arbitrary oppreffive adminiftration in the reign of James
II, James Randolph was fecretary.

Colonel yiher, at the Revolution was treafurer for the

dominions of New-England , upon this Revolution he
went off abruptly.

[jy] Some fingularly remarkaUe laws and ctijioms iu the old

charter adminifiration.

THEIR enabling flyle was, // is ordered hy this courts

and the authority thereof..

For many years from the beginning, the governor,

afliftants, or council, not under feven, and deputies or

reprefentatives in a legiflative capacity [2] voted toge-

ther ; but from long experience divers inconveniencies

were found to arife, and it was eaafted 1652, that the

magiftrates (governor and council) fhould fit and vote

apart, conftituting [^] a feparate negative.

The governor, deputy governor, and afTiftants, or

council called magiftrates, were the fuperior court for

appeals in civil cafes -, and were the court of oyer

and terminer in cafes of life, member, banifhment,

and divorce. After they were conftituted two diftinft

houfes, if they happened to differ in any cafes of judi-

cature civil or criminal, the affair was to be determined

by a vote of the whole court met together. The ge-

\_y\ Thefe minutes and common place from records, and obferya-

tions of felf and friends, I hope, are exact, and all matters material

may be depended upon ; but the bufmefs of my profeffion and other

affairs, do not allow me time fufficient to reduce them intoaftrift ftiff

method or order ; therefore they appear mifcellaneous, but in fome
loofe manner digefted for the ufe of future writers.

[«] In Scotland, before the happy union 1707, in their parliaments,

the peers, commiffioners for Ihires or counties, and commiffioners for

burghs or boroughs, made only one houfe and voted together.

[a] The colonies of Connefticut and Rhode-ifland followed their

example, and their legiflature to this day confifts of two negatives:

the governor has no third negative, as in the provinces ftridly belong-
ing to the crown; but in the upper houfe or negative, in cafe of an
equivote, he determines the affair,

I neral



432 British Settlements in America. Part If.

neral court only, had power to pardon condemned cri-

minals. The governor when prefent was prefident in

all courts. No general court to be continued above one
year. The governor, deputy-governor, or majority of

the affiftants, may call a general aflembly ; but this af-

fembly is not to be adjourned or diflblved, but by a vote

of the fame.

County courts may admit freemen, being \b'] church-

members, that is, of the independent or congregational

religious mode ; only freemen were capable of voting in

civil alTembhes : 1662, upon the king's letter, this law

was repealed.

Formerly fome townfhips had it in their option, to

fend or not fend deputies to the general affembly. The
deputies of Dover and fuch other towns as are not by

law bound to fend deputies, may be excufed.

The officers annually eledted by the freemen in ge-

neral (not by their reprefentatives or deputies in the

general court or affembly) were the governor, the de-

puty-governor, the affiftants or council, the treafurer,

the major-general, the admiral at fea, the commiffioners

for the united colonies, and the fecretary.

By an ad; 1641, the freemen of any (hire or town,

have liberty to chufe deputies for the general court [f],

either in their own fhire or town, or elfewhere as they

judge fitteft ; fo be it, they be freemen and inhabiting

this jurifdidion.

By a law made 1 654, no perfon, who is an ufual or

common attorney in any [^] inferior court, fhall be ad-

[^1 This was too narrow and confined, perhaps more fevere than

ever was pradifed by the church of England in its, mod bigotted and

faulted periods ; the prefent generation in New-England are of an ex-

tenfive charity to all Proteftants, though difFering in fome peculiar, but

not eflential, modes or ways of worlhip.

[c] This law was not re-enafted under the new charter adminiftra-

tion, but a fpecial aft ; refidence was required, by the influence of a

party or faftion averfe to a polite affembly well verfed in commercial

and other public general affairs of the world.

\d] At this time the general affembly was called the fupreme or ge-

neral court.

mitted
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mitted to fit as a deputy in the general court or af-

fembly.

Where the country or colony laws are deficient, the

cafe fhall be determined by the [^] word of God.
Disfranchifement, and banilhment, were the ufual

penalties for great crimes.

Governor and deputy-governor jointly agreeing, or any
of [their alliftants, confenting, have power out of court,

to reprieve a condemned malefador, J:ill the next court

of afliftants, or general court ; and that the general

court only hath power to pardon a condemned male-

fadtory.

1652, Enaded, That a Mint-houfe be erefted in Bof-

ton, to coin filver of fterling alloy into iid. 6d. and ^d.

pieces, in value lefs than that of the prefent Englifh

coin by 2 d. in the Ihilling ; the ftamp to be, within a
double ring; on the one fide Massachusets, with
a tree in the centre ; on the other fide New-England,
with the year [/] 1652, and the figure xii, vi, and iii,

according to the value of each piece ; with a private

mark. Excepting Englifh coin, no other money to be
current in this common-wealth-, ^per cent, for \g] charges

of coining to be allowed by the owners of the filver

brought into the mint to be coined. Exportation of
this coin, except twenty Ihillings for necefl^ary expences,

is prohibited on pain of confifcation of all vifible eftate.

Coinage is a prerogative of the Sovereignty, not of a
colony. Scarce any of this coin now appears ; with. all

other filver coin, it is drove away by a multiplied fal-

lacious bafe paper-currency.

Befides fome fmall duties of impoft upon ftrong li-

quors imported ; and a fmall exeife of 2 s. 6 d. per hhd,

{e] Our Bible in thefe times was their body of laws, civil as well as

ecclefiaftical, efpecially in criminal cafes.

[/] All the New England coin is dated 1652 j though for many
following years they continued coining.

[g] In Great-Britain the coinage charge is defrayed by the govern-
ment ; for this ufe the parliament allows 1 5,000 /. j^er annum.

Vol. I. F f upon
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upon cydefv and malt liquors retained j and tonnage^
,

6 d. per ton, upon (hipping ^ the ordinary revenue wa$
a poll tax or capitation upon all male whites of i6 ^t.
and upwards, and a rate of— d. in the pound of prin-

cipal eftate at fmall valuations : thus for inftance, anno \

1 651, the tax was 20 d. per poll, and a rate of i d. in the :

pound eftate.

Anno 1692, when the old charter expired, a tax of

XOJ. poll, and a rate of 30^. upon every 100 /. of princi-

pal eftate, was computed to raife 30,000 /. value equal to

proclamation money.
Anno 1 639, a Court merchant is appointed. When a

ftranger's affairs do not allow him to tarry the ordinary

terms of the. courts ; the governor or deputy, with any

two of the affiftants, or any three of the affiftants, may
call a fpecial court.

Several afts for fairs and markets in feveral towns;

for inftance, in Bofton two yearly fairs, and a weekly

market upon the 5th day [h'].

Enaded, a fmall body ofgood m.aritime laws in twenty-

feven fed;ions.

The oeconomy of their militia was after this manner.

All white men of 1 6 Mt. and upwards, were inlifted ;

no company of foot to be under fixty-four private men
(fmall towns are to join) no troops of horfe to exceed

feventy men. The non commiffion officers to be ap-

pointed by the commiffion officers of the company.

The commiffion officers of a company to, be chofen by a

-majority of the men inlifted in that company, to be

approved by the county-court, or feffions. Ail the

companies of one county or regiment, by a majority ofthe

.men belonging to that regiment are to chufe a ferjeant-

major of the county, the commander of that regiment.

The commander of all the miUtia of the colony was in a

.major-general, annually chofen, by the general affem-

Ihl It is not.eafily to be accounted for, that the court merchant,
' and weelciy markets-, were not re-enafted under ihe new charter ad»

Hjiniftration.

"-:-4 bly.
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bly [/]. Any feven affillants, whereof the governdr or

deputy-governor to be one, may imprefs foldiers.

To prevent oppreffion, any perfon taking! >e^ce{Iive

wages for work done, or unreafonable prices for necef-

fary merchandize ; fhall be fined at the difcretion of ih^

court where the offence is prefented. The kltd: men to

regulate the wages of porters.
.

The forms of their judicial oaths were, By the Name
of the Living, and fometimes Ever-living God—By
the great Name of the Ever-living Almighty God-^
By the great and dreadful Name of the Ever-living

God. Thefe were ufed according to the folemnity of
the occafion.

Any perfon may view and have attefted copies of any
records ; the journals of the council excepted.

ik] Powowoers to be fined five pounds. Jefuits, or any
•Roman catholic ecclefiaftics, to be banifhed ; if they re-

turn, ta fuifer death : this law was afterv/ards extended
tb the Quakers.

Anno 1656, none of that curfed fed of heretics, lately

Hfen up in the worlds which are commonly called Qua>-
kers, are to be imported : penalty upon the mafter 100/.

per piece, and 40 j-. per hour for any other perfon har-

bouring or entertaining them.

1658. A Quaker [/J convic^led, fhall be banilhed lipon

pain of death.

{{] All this is fully expreffed in a few words in theDorchefter bury-
ing place near Bofton, upon a grave-ftone of Mr. Atherton ; he fuf-

tained all thefe cbmmands, as alfo the office of affiftant or magillrate in

the ftate, ana deacon in the church or congregation ; the poetry is

tude, being compofed in the infancy of the country :

Here lies our Captain, and Major of Suffolk <voas ^withal^

A godly Magijirate nvas he, and Major-general,

Anno 1655, Cromwell divided England into eleven difiriftsj and
conllituted a military commander in each, by the name of IMajor-

general, but this was fion difufed. At prefent in Great-Britain, the

militia of each county is under the direftion of a lord -lieutenant, or of

*a lieutenancy of the country.

fi] Thefe were Indian conjurers and fortune- tellers!

[/] The Quakers, by their fimplicity of manners, fair dealings, in-

F f 2 Penalty
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Penalty for playing at cards or dice 5 s. for obferv-

ing any fuch day as Chriftmas c^s. profaners of the

fabbath day, for the firft offence to be admonifhed, but

for after offences to be fined. Drinking healths aboard

of veffels 20 s. every health. Reviling magiftrates or

minifters 5 /. or whipping.

1633. Conllables are to prefent unprofitable fowlers,

and tobacco-takers, to the next magiftrate.

No motion of marriage to be made to any maid,

without the confent of her parents. Births, marriages,

and deaths to be recorded in each town : to be returned

yearly to the county court or fefTions.

The general afTembly having received and perufed

a letter from the privy council in England, with an

a(5t of parhament 12 Carol. II. for the encouraging of

fliipping and navigation ; they appointed naval officers

in all their proper fea-ports, the tranfaftions to be tranf-

mitted to London once a year by the fecretary.

Women, girls, and boys, are enjoined to fpin ; the

feleft men of each town, are to affefs each family, at

one or more fpinners : when they have avocations of

other bufmefs, they are to be deemed half or quarter

fpinners •, a whole fpinner Ihall fpin every year, for

thirty weeks, three pound every week of linnen, cotton,

or woollen.

duftry, frugality, humanity, and chanty, with good propriety, give

themfelves the denomination of Friends : as fuch they are at prefent

much in favour with the civil government of Great-Britain ; in thefe

colonies, by an order from the crown, they are exempted from paying

towards tlie parochial minifters dues. I muft not produce this as an.

inftance (becaufe a powerful corps are in the oppofition) that a regular

clergy in pay, under the confined (confinement occafions defertion)

difcipline of Creeds, Confeflions, Canons, Articles, ^c. are not of that

ufe in fociety (from the long experience of many centuries) as thofe

not confined, but who aft as voluntiers or irregulars not paid, but

merely as from the /hnor Paui^ et Proximi, they are direfted. Forms

in religion are generally of bad influence j with the vulgar, they pafs

for the ALL of religion, and are thereby diverted from the efientials,

*vtz. a good life, and charity, which is brotherly-love to the affluent,

and compafTion toward our neighbours the indigent.

Five
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Five years quiet pofleffion to be deemed a good title.

In commonages five fheep Ihall be reckoned equal to

one cow.

1667. No licenced perfon to fell beer, but of four

bufliels barley malt at leaft, to the hogfhead, and not to

be fold above 2 d. the ale quart •, not to be mixed with

raolaffes, coarfe fugar, or other materials. No mackarel

to be caught, except for fpending whilft frelh, before the

firfl of July annually. Surveyors appointed to view all

fhippingin building.

Wampumpeag to be a tender in payment of debts not

exceeding 40 s. at 8 white or 4 black a penny •, this was

repealed anno 1 661.

After a vote paffed in any afTembly or civil court, a

member may enter his diffent, without entering his rea^-

fons of diffent, to be recorded.

In all affemblies, neuters, that is filents, fhall be ac^

counted votes for the negative. Any two magiftrates

with the clerk of the county, may take probate of wills,

or grant adminiftratjon.o*

In old charter times the colony was at firfl divided

into the three counties of Suffolk, Effex, and Middlefex;

when they affumed the jurifdidbion of New-Hampfliire
and province of Main, and fettled compaftly upoa
Connedicut river, the colony, 1671, was divided into

thefe fix counties

:

^Suffolk

(Norfolk

55 >Effex
*g :^Pifcataqua

g )Middlefex

U / Yorkihire

V Hampfhire

A Boffon,

g V Salifbury and Hampton.

^ jSalem and Ipfwich.

V /Dover and Portfmouth.

.h JCharleftown and Cambridge.
-^ / York.

^ Northampton and Springfield.

F f 3 ^ranfaSlions
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'

1'ra7tfa5Iions relating to their Religious Affairs.
.4

SOME account of the various fedlaries or modes of
religious difcipline and worfhip in the feveral Britifli

American colonies, was defigned for the fedion of Rhode-
ifland colony, that plantation being produdlive or re-

ceptive of very many feftaries : but as the perfecutions

(ib called) of fundry feftaries in the old colony of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay, is too much and too impartially noted

by many hiflorians ; I could not avoid in this place, to

give a few and matter-of-fad accaunt of thefe things.

'

I. Concerning the congregational way of rehgicus dif-

cipline and worfhip as generally pra6tifed in the colonies

of New-England. II. Some narrative of the feverities

ufed in the Maffachufetts-Bay, towards various feftaries

or communions of rigid Brownifts, Antinomians, Mug-
gietonians, Anabaptifts, Quakers, and [ni] Witches [n].

I. [o'] Some confcientious non-conformifts haraded by
the bifliops courts, ^c. in the reign of James I, ob-

tained a loofe grant from the council of Plymouth called

the New-England company, of fome lands in North-
America ; they tranfported themfelves to New-England,
and at firft were perhaps [/>] enthufiaftically rigid and

called Brownifts [g'], from the name of their apoftle or

[w] Witches are Enthufiafls or Maniacs, and inay, with propriety

of woids, be faid of the devil's communion.

[«] By the many controverfies in revealed religjons, the feveral fefts

cxpofe the incpnfiflencies and abfurdities of one another's opinions, and
Dccafion the wife and thinking part of mankind to regulate themfelves

by natural religion only ; and to conclu4e that ^11 religions only are

good, which teach men tp \>t good.
[o] See p. 224. 369.

\p\ Nohing but a religious heat or zeal at that time could have
withftood the feverities of their winters ; at prefent 'their winters ar©

lefs rigid from the country being more a,nd more cleared of woods,

?nd expofed to the fun, which diflblves their fnows fopner'than before

it was opened.

[f] Robert Brown firft appeared 1 5 80, Sir Walter Raleigh writes,

tth3f ija 15.92, there were in England near 20,000 Brownifts.

leader

j
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leader ; afterwards their indifcreet zeal beginning to fub

-

fide, they were called [r] Independents, becaiife every

congregation was independentoftheother churches, but

not independent of the civil government, as fome invi-

diouQy reprefent it. A church confifted only of ft) many
people as could con\^niently meet together in one au-

dience, and under covenant a'nong themfelves -, a vote

of the brotherhood, made and unmade their minifter,

elders, and deacons; a minifter could not adminifter

but to his own congregation ; they allowed of com-
munion with other churches in word and prayer, but

not in facraments and difcjpUne ; they advifed with

neighbouring churches, but were under no obligation to

follow their advice.

After fome time, they flill became more moderate and
fociable ; they converted the defignation Independent,

to that of congregational : although tliey retained the

notion of an independent fupreme ecclefiaftic power in

each congr-egation ; they allowed, that fometimes it may
be expedient to have the advice of fynods and councils :

thus infeniibly and naturally, for fake of good order,

they fall into the Prelbyterian mode ; and, in fa6l, have

had feveral fynods appointed by the civil legiflature. i..

In Auguft 30, 1637, in Newtown was called an univer-

fal fynod to condemn the errors of the Rigids and Anti-

nomians I M. Williams, Mr. Vane, and Mrs. Hut-'
chinfon were their leaders ; this fynod cor^tinued three

weeks : this occafioned an emigration, and the fettling

of the colony of Rhode-ifland. 2. Sept. 30, .1648., by
order of the legiilature, a fynod was called at Cambridge,
to eftablifn uniform.ity ; they agree to the Weftminiler

confeffion of 1646, in matters of faith and doftrine, hut

compofe a plan of their own for difcipline. 3. Anno'

[r] This mode of religion feems to be laudable and well adapted tOi

prevent i?npenum in imperio, that is, a charch government froni con-

troiiling the rftate or civil" government. Cromw^eli, a very great

ftatefman, as well as general, was Tenfible of this j. they v/ere his fa-

vourites upon that account.

F f 4 1662,
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1662, in the fpring, iti Bofton a fynod was called by di-

reftion of the general affembly, concerning the right

that grand-children of church-members had to baptifm,

concerning the confociation of churches, and fome other

affairs of church-memberfhip. 4. Anno 1679, another

fynod in Bofton was appointed by the legiQature, to con-

fult what vvas proper to be done to remove the evils

which continued to afflid the people of New-England -,

1678, many had died of the fmall-pox ; the refult was,

that all the churches Ihould renew their covenant. They
had a fecond feffion, May 12, 1680, and agreed upon a

confeffion of faith, nearly the fame with that of the In-
.

dependents in England, Od. 12, 1658, called the Savoy
confeffion of faith, and feemed to renounce the models

of Geneva and Scotland. 5. Anno 1687, the minifters

of MalTachufetts-Bay colony, jointly fent an addrefs of
thanks to king James II, for his [j] indulgence or ge-

neral toleration of religious opinions and congregations.

This was fent over and prefented to king James by Mr.
Increafe Mather ; he and his conftituents were not po-

liticians fufficient to penetrate into the wicked and per-

nicious contrivance of that toleration. 6. About thirty

years fince, it was propofed in the general affembly to

call a fynod of the congregational churches of the pro-

vince of Maffachufetts-Bay -, this was refufed or drop-

ped, becaufe by the ad of union of Scotland and Eng-
land, it is provided that the church of England govern-

ment, in all the Englifh colonies was for ever eftablifhed.

Here the hiftory of New-England church- fynods muft

terminate.

All convocations, general affemblies, fynods, &c. of

clergymen, by their indifcreet zeal or heats, rather in-

creafe-, than heal the diftempers of the church.

In other articles, the New-England Independents be-

come lefs contraded, and of more extenfive charity.

[j] By this general indulgence Popery was craftily to be introduced j

the colony of Plymouth unadvifediy fent an addrefs of the fame

l^ature.

Although
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Although a church properly con filled of no more per-

fons or Chriftians, than could conveniently meet toge-

ther in one place, cemented by a holy covenant, and ad-

mitted into church-memberfhip by perfonal public con-

feffion ; at prefent they have relaxed of that rigidity,

and, I. In many of their churches, do not require that

perfonal public confeffional appearance, in order to be

admitted into church-memberlhip •, but only a private

application to their paftor or minifter to be communi-
cated to the church only, if required. 2. They admit

occafionally members of other churches to the Lord's

fupper, by letters of recommendation. 3. A minifter

may occafionally adminifter the facraments to a neigh-

bouring vacant church. 4. The brethren of the church,

at the ordination of a minifter, do not lay on hands

;

it is done by the laying on of the hands of the mi-

nifters [^] of fome neighbouring churches invited for

that purpofe : this is a confiderable feftival day in the

townfhip or parifh. 5. A lay elder may teach and
perform all offices, excepting the adminiftration of the

facraments.

At prefent the Congregationalifts of New-England
may be efteemed among the moft moderate and charita-

ble of Chriftian profeffions.

The perfecution of fedaries in New-England, parti-

cularly of Anabaptifts and Qiiakers, is not minutely re-

lated here ; as being only local and temporary from the

wrong-pointed zeal of the times, without any political

wicked defign [u],

[t] In a New-Eng1and ordination, five diftinft perfonages or parts

are required, i. A preparatory Prayer. 2. A fuitable fermon. 3.

A charge. 4, Another Prayer, g. The right-hand of fellovvlhip j

fome others join in the impofition of hands

[u] Mankind in a natural unpolifhed flate is animal fupsrflklofum :

this is the natural reafon of the great influence of tlie clergy. A fiery

hot religious zeal, or franticknefs, with variety of fymptoms or tenets,

like other bodily diftempers, at times becomes contagious and epide^^

mic, principally amongft the weak conftitutiona of mind :,
as bodily

ails feize weak conltitutions of body : for initance, iu Great-Britain,

If
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If by feftaries are meant Diflenters from the general
mode of the religion of the country at that time -, the
church of England worfhip was formerly a diflenfion in

New-England : the firft church of England congrega-
tion formed there was in Bofton 1679 : it ftill lubfifts

and flourifhes ; and befides a redor in the eledion and
ac the charge of the congregation, there is an annual
royal bounty for an afTiftant minifter, fometimes called

ledurer : hitherto, excepting in Bofton, there is no church
of England, but miffionaries : at this time, anno 1748
(including Mr. Price for Hopkinton appointed, but not
as yet arrived) in the new charter province of Maffachu-
fetts-Bay, are feven miflionary congregations, and about
200 independent congregations ; befides fome congre-
gations of Irifli Prefbyterians, Anabaptifts, Quakers, and
lately fome mufhroom meetings of Separatifts, difciples

of Mr. Whitefield, and, as of lliort duration, fcarce de-
ferving mention.

By the articles of union of the two nations of Great-
Britain, May 1707, the church of England is eftablifhed

the Lollards, Anabaptifts, Independents, Quakers, Witches : this zeal,

if left to nature, after fome Ihort time defervefces and fubfides ; but if

ufed with harfh violent adminiftrations, that is, with perfection, the
diftemper becomes more intenfe, more lafting, and more contagious
or fpreading. In all religious diftemperatures, lenitives by long ex-
perience are found to be the moft efficacious medicines ; thus, of the
abovementioned, fome have difappeared, the Lollards and Witches

;

the others are become very moderate, tradable, and fome of the beft

merribers of the commonwealth or civil fociety.

At prefent the differences amongft the various communions, com-
munities, or perfuafions of Proteftants in the Britifh dominions, are
not doftrinal, or effential ; being only different modes or falhions, in

church government, ceremonies of worfhip and veftments : the Quaker
himfelf, in his old-fafhioned formal drefs, feems to fome, to be as fu-

perftitious, as a clergyman of the church of England in his gown,
caflock, and other pontifical accoutrements. For this reafon, the civil

government of Great-Britain tolerates or connives at all Proteftant de-

nqminations of Chrittians ; there are only the three denominations of
Prefbyterians, independents (in New-England they are called Congre-
gationalifls) and Anabaptifts, who take out toleration licences. Spe-
culative private opinions can never difturb a ftate,

in
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in perpetuity in all the territories at that time to Eng-
land belonging ; but before this period, in all charters

and governors patents, a general toleration for all Chri-

ftian religious communities (Roman catholics excepted)

was the eccleliaflical conilitution of our American colo-

nies, without any preference [w'].

I . The rigid Brownifts [a:] are almoil extind ; nothing

violent, or out of the common courfe of human reafon,

can hold long; we have already given fome tranfient

hints concerning them ; in the infancy of thefe colonies

there were many degrees of rigidity [j], whereof feverai •

were puritanic and fanatical, of very Ihort continuance.

The Rigids generally [z] feceded from the. more mode?-

rate^^], and removed with their teachers or minifters'

without the limits or jurifdiction of the colony. Anno

[w] The minlfiers of the congregational perfuafion, or difcipline, in

the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, continue to meet aonually about

jhe time of the anniverfary provincial eledion of counfellors (being aa .

annual jubilee, or fetlival, or concourfe from all parts of the colony)

not by afTuming any ecclefiaftical authority, or combination, but only

by way of friendly or brotherly intercourfe.

\_x] True fincere Enthufialls may be of good civil ufe, if well pointed ; .

I do not mean Freechinkers and Libertines, who for worldly ends, may
aft the hypocrite in any Ihape ; but fuch as make a confcience of re-'

ligion in general, and of their own way of thinking in parlicular, ajtd

are zealous for making of converts in fpite of all perils and farigue ;

fuch may be ufeful miffionaries amongft the heathen, and promote re^-

ligion and trade with them. This Enthufiafm ought to be encouraged

;and promoted. ^

[y] Mr. Locke, in a letter to Mr. Bold, dated OateS, May,^i699', '

fays, " I defign to take my religion from the Scripture, and then, whe-
" ther it fui:s or fuits not any other denomination, I am not much con-
*' cerned j for I think at the laft day it will not be enquired, whether'
" I was of the church of England or Geneva; but whether i fouoht

.

*' and embraced truth in the love of it."

[z] Some devotees would facrifice their king (or any other form of
. civil government) and country blindly to the enthufiallic fuperilitious

injundions of their priefts and exhorters. The lav/s of nature and na-
tions require the curbing of thefe.

[a] The feveral lefts, or communions of Proteftants, feem to agree
in the effentlal doftrines of the Chrillian religion, and diife/ only ia

.

fome fanciful modes and external faihions of worlliip.

•I 634*
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1634, Roger Williams, minifter of Salem, was ba-

niihed becaufe of his [¥[ Antinomian and [<:] fanatical

do6lrines; after fome removes, with his diiciples, he fet-

tled on the fouth fide of Patucket river and called

their fettlement Providence plantations, which name it

retains to this day ; they purchaled it of the Indians, or

had liberty from them to fettle there : an inllance of his

formality, is a letter from him, dated, Nantigganfick
24th of the firft month, commonly called March, the

fecond year of our plantation (by way of epocha, or in

imitation of the V. C. of the Romans) or planting at

Moothifick or Providence.

When the people get into the diflemperature, or hu-
mour of differing and dividing efpecially in religion j

they proceed to fubdivifions, and feparations upon fe-

parations. Anno 1636, in the fummer, fome difcohtent-

ed Rigids to the number of about one hundred, went from
the townfhips of Newtown, Dorchefter, Watertown,
and Rockfbury, under their leaders and teachers. Homes,
Hopkins, Ludlow, Hooker, ^c, removed wellward to

a pleafant country upon Connedicut river, and gradually

made the fettlements of Hartford, Wethersfield, Wind-
for, Springfield, (^c. Thofe of them who found their

fettlements without the limits of the Maflachufetts-Bay
charter, entered into a voluntary affociation or jurifdic-

tion, which continued until they obtained an ample royal

charter in the beginning of the reign of Charles II ; as

Ihall be more fully related in the feCtion of Connedticut

[h] Antinomians hold, that the law of Mofes is unprofitable under
the Gofpel ; that juftification is without good works ; that morality
and good works are no help to falvation, but rather a hindrance : fuch
pernicious dodrines are inconfiftent with civil fociety, and with good-
nefs and honefty, or a private life.

[c] The various enthufiaftical modes, at their firft appearance in the
world, were frantic with a violent, indifcreet, religious zeal : they ge-
nerally agree in two pernicious articles ; I. They difclaim a civil ma-
giftracy and temporal punifhments ; and, 2. Their own wild notions

are by themfelves called impulfes from God.

colony i
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colony, thofe are atprefent moderate, iiiduftrious, well-

governed people.

Some of the Separatifts were concerned in the fettle-

ment of Rhode-ifland (it was then called Aqiiatneck, and

anno 1644, it was called the Ifle of Rhodes or Rhode-

ifland) 1637-8 by a voluntary incorporation of eighteen

perfons : this belongs to the feftion of Rhode-ifland.

2, The Anabaptifls, at their firft appearance in New-
England, were enthufiaftically troublefome ; they chofe

among themfelves the meaneft of the people for their

minifters -, they call themfelves Baptifts by way of ab-

breviation of the name Anabaptifts, after the [^] Lollards,

who were the firft in the Reformation, followed the Lu-
therans and Anabaptifts [^] : fomeofthem vainly imagine,

that they ought to be called by that name in a peculiar

manner j their baptifm being the only fcriptural baptifm

:

[d] The Lollards (fo called from Walter Lollard, tlie author of tliis

feft in Germany in the thirteenth century) were our firft Reformers ; their

name is now loft, the firft Reformation being fubdivided into many
denominations. They firft appeared in England, under Wicklift", D, D.
of Oxford, about the middle of the fourteenth century ; they clamoured

againft tranfubftantiation, auricular confeffion, celibacy of the clergy,

hierarchy, and feveral pecuniary perquifites of the Roman catholic

clergy ; with fome enthufiaftical notions, viz. the church coniiftsonij

of the predeftinated, converting ofchurch-efFefts to other ufes is no ia.~

crilege, neither public nor private fucceffion is indefeafible, ^c:
[e] The Anabaptifts, a particular fort of devotees, firft appeared

about the time of Luther's Reformation, and prevailed chiefly in the

Netherlands and Weftphalia ; their elTential or diftinguifhing doftrine

was, not baptizing of infants, and re-baptizing by dipping fuch as had
been baptized in their infancy : hence is the denomination of Anabap-
tifts ; they pretended that infant baptifm was not to be found in the

Bible : at firft they were moderate and orderly : Luther requefted the

"duke of Saxony, that they might be favourably dealt with, becaufe,

their notional error excepted, they feemed to be otherwife good men.
They foon ran into many pernicious wild doflrines ; they condemned
all civii adminiftration and magiftracy; corporal puniftiments (as a
divine prerogative) they referved to God Almighty; they defpifed judi-

cial oaths ; difregarded the fcriptures, pretending to a peribnal kind of
peculiar illumination, a community of goods, i^c. John Buckhold a
butcher, a native of Leyden, commonly called John or Jack of Leyden,
having embraced the Anabaptiftical fedicious notions, became very
popular, with many followers ; the cry or parole was. Repent, and

I they



44-6 British Settlements in America. Part It.

they would not communicate with perfons baptized in

infancy only •, if occafionally in a congregational meet-

ing, upon ^ child's being prefented for baptifm, they

withdrew, to the great difturbance of the congregation :

fines were enabled ; Holmes, becaufe he would not pay

his fine, was whipped thirty lafhes. Anno 1644 and

1 646, laws Were made againft difturbers of the peace in

any church in times of divine fervice, and againft raillery

of magiftrates ; that all who Ihall condemn or oppofe the

baptifm of infants, or that Ihall purpofely depart the

congregation at the adminiftration of that ordinance, or

that fhall deny the order of magiftracy •," every perfon

continuing obftinate in thefe, after the proper means of

eonvi<5lion have been ufed, fhall be fentenced to banifh-

ment. In the beginning they generally kept the Sab-

bath with the congregational churches ; their firft fepa-*

ration to form a peculiar church was at Rehoboth, 1651,

and were much perfecuted all over New-England : from

their church in Swanzey, proceeded a church in Bofton,

May 28, 1665, which to this day continues a very or-

derly peaceable chriftian fociety: the young vagrant,

Mr. Whitfield, by his preachings, or rather ftrong youth-

ful vociferations, did draw off fome of the congregati-

onalifis week minds, to an Antinomian, or antimora-

lity feparation : this occafioned a feparation amongft thfr

Anab'aptifts, and their Separatifts have a diftinft con-

gregation under Mr. Bounds, the leather breeches-ma-

ker ; and two more Separatifts, minifters from the Con-

gregatiohalifts, are fhortly to be ordained, viz. Mr.
Crolfwell and Mr. Clark in Bofton.

g. The [/] Muggletonian books, anno 1654, by aft of

Afifembly, as being full of blafphemies (they go under

be re-baptized ; in his itinerancies, at MunRer in Weflphalia, he fell

into open fedition, and was mafter of the city for fome time : the

biihop, by Blockade, recovered it, and Buckhold fufFered an exemplary

painful lingring death, i %7,\.

[/"] Muggleton was a journeyman taylor, he pretended to be a great

prophet, and co an abfolute power of damning or faving whom he

pleafed.

the
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the names of John Reeves and Lowdowich Muggleton,

who pretended to be the two laft prophets and witneffes

of Jesus Christ) to be brought to the next magif-

trate to be burnt by the common executioner in the mar-

ket-place of Bofton upon a market-day : penaky ten

pound for every book difcovered not brought in.
'

4. The [^] Qiiakers firft appearance in New-England
was 1 654, from Old-England and Barbadoes : their beha-

viour was ludicrous and indecent \ they copied from the

Anabaptifts in their moft enthufiaftic itate -, the firft in

Bofton, were [h'] Mary Fiftierand Anne Auftin from Bar-

badoes : they feemed to join with the Antinomians and

Anabaptifts; they had many converts in [z] Salem, and it

was their head-quarters. They impiouily declared, that

they were immediately fent from God, and blafphe-

moufly aflerted they were infallibly affifted by the Holy
Spirit ; they defpifed and fpake evil of dignities, or civil

magiftrates, to the great difturbance of civil jurifdidion.

By reafon of their enormities, fome laws were made
againft the importation of Quakers, and their proceed-

ings •, as being obftinate rogues, vagabonds, 1656,,

1658, and 1659-, and as difturbers of the peace of the^

\g] Their firft appearance in England was anno 1 644: George Fosr,

a flroe-maker, was their grand apoftle, and were called Enthufiafts

;

anno 1650, they f.rft obtained the name of Quakers from their ofcil-

latory, or vibrating bodily devotional aftion.

[/?»] Women (fome women are qualified with an agility or giibnefs of
tpngue, efpecially in railing againft their faperiors and neighbours)

have officiated as preachers, further back than hiftory reaches;- the

Sibyls and other oracle deliverers were women; the oracle church or

fcheme (a modern word for religious feftaries) of do6lrine, the moft

ancient of Greece, was fet up after the model of the oracle of Jupiter

Ammon at Thebes in Egypt ; the oracle of Apollo at Delphi, was the

moft celebrated in Greece, and their top preacher was Pythia or

Pythoniffa a woman. Thus we find that this woman-preaching reli-

gion is very ancient : what is lately called by our enthufiafts feeking

of the Lord, refembles the confulting of oracles among the ancients.

\i] In Salem a:nd its neighbourhood, enthufiafm, and other nervous

"diforders, feem to be endemial ; it was the feat of the New-England
witchcraft, anno \6oi ; hypocoridriac, hyftferic, and Other maniac dil-

•ordsrs. prevail there, and at Ipfv/ich adjoining, to this day.

common-
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commonwealth, they were fubje6ted to fines, imprifon-

ments, whipping, cropping of ears (1658 three Quakers

had their ears cropt) and banifhment, and by aft of af-

fembly upon their return from bamifhment, 1659 and

1660, three or four Quakers fuifered death : this in

courfe occafioned a national clamour, and the pains of

death were exchanged into thofe of being whipped, only

through three towns at the cart's tail -, but upon further

complaints home, king Charles II, in council, by order,

Sept. 9, 1 66 1, required the accufed to be fent home for

trial, and all penal laws relating to Quakers to be fuf-

pended.

The people who are called by the ludicrous name of

Quakers are at prefent noted for a laudable parfimony

or frugality, moral hbnefty, and mutual friendlhip : they

have attained a confiderable intereft in the common-
wealth : peerage like, they are indulged with affirmation,

inftead of a judicial oath -, and in New-England they

are exempted from paying rates to the townfhip mi-

nifters. As Quakers, they call themielves friends in a

pecuhar manner : their reje6ting that facred fymbol of

Chriftian friendlhip, " eating and drinking together" in

the facrament ofthe Lord's fupper, is not to be accounted

for.

5. As to the wichcraft fedary [k], we fhall only mention

what happened anno 1692, when a mofl: horrid inhuman

murder, by colour of law, was perpetrated upon many
ignorant maniacs, and other perfons affefted in their

[i] Originally ^venejifium, or witchcraft, did not fignify an explicit

covenant with the devil; but the ftudy of the poifonous qualities of

herbs, and thefe herb-women were celled <>eiiejicay or witches. The
witchcraft of our times is a pavid fuperftition and ignorance ; there-

fore it prevails in Lapland, and other obfcure ignorant parts of the

world. Some adore what they admire, this is the only true religion

;

fome adore what they fear : free-thinking politicians aflert, that devil-

worfhip is better than none, becaufe the firm belief of fome invifible

fuperintendency, good or bad, is the only check upon vulgar minds in

civil affairs, which cannot allow of civil convi£lion.

nerves
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nerves [/], called witches. Anno 1 691-2, in February,

it began in the family of Mr. Paris, minifter of Salem-

village ; from fomewhat endemial to the foil, three per-

fons were affe<fled with nervous diforders, convulfed, and

afted as if demented -, they were faid to be bewitched ;

and by Mr. Paris's indifcreet interrogatories, they

fancied themfelves bewitched by his Indian woman,
and fome neighbouring ugly old woman, who from

their difmal afped were called witches ; and by the end
of May, 1692, about 100 perfons were imprifoned upon
that account : about this time Sir William Phipps ar-

rived governor ; and June 2, for their trial a fpecial

commiffion of tr^er and terminer was iffued to lieute-

nant-governor Stoughton, major Saltonftall, major

Richards, major Gidney, Mr. Wait Winthrop, captain

Samuel Sewall, and Mr. Sergeant ; thus nineteen were

hanged, one preiTed to death ; fome died in prifon \ in all

five men, and twenty-three women had been condemned

:

not any of the fifty who confelled themfelves witches,

[/] It was an endemial dillemper of the brain and nerves. 1. Con-
vulfion fits were a pathognomic fign in this diftemperature. 2. A
bunch like a pullet's egg would rife in their throat, a noted hyfteric

fymptom. 3. Much troubled with incubus, or night-mare, commonly
called being hag-rid ; for inftance, Toothacer depofed, *' That being
*' upon his back, he had not power to move hand or foot, till he faw
" the fhape of the witch pafs from his breaft.'* 4. Nervous diforders,

efpecially if attended with hyfteric convulfions, leave the patients, or

afflifted perfons, very weak ; Mr. C. Mather defcribes it thus, " Whea
** their tormentors had left them for good and all, they left them ex-
" treme weak and faint, and overwhelmed with vapours, which would
** not only caufe fome of them to fwoon away, but alfo were now and
" then for a while difcompofed in the reafo'nabienefs of their thought.'*

This may be called a fubfequent hedlic of the fpirit, from nervous

weaknefTes ; 2. Mr. Edwards of Northampton mentions the fame con-

'

fequential diforder, upon the going oft* of the pourings out of the Spirit,

endemial there. The pourings out of the Spirit, which have at times

been epidemic in Northampton upon Connefticut river, belong to this

tribe of nervous diforders, as we fhall hereafter evince. The fugilla-

tions, that is, the black and blue fpots in their fkin, were called the

devil's nip, pinch, or gripe ; whereas they were only fcorbutic ftains,

incident to aged perfons.

Vol. L Gg fuflfered
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fuSered, death. • Mr. George Burroughs, mmifter of
FahiiGUth, who had left his former minifter in Sale'rn, was
one in this facriiice, perhaps in refentment -, none of the

executed copfelTed guilti many of them were pious per-

fons. After thefq twen.ty difmal deaths, many of the very
popular, but very weak miniiters or clergy, addreffed Sir

"Wiiiiam Phipps, a very v/eak governor, Vvith thanks for

what was already, done, and exhorting to proceed.

T^e : accufers were fome perfons faid to have the

fpedral fight, and. fome confeffing witches -, but over-

acting their parts, fome of governor Phipps's, and of the

Rev. Mr. Mather's relations and friends being accufed,

asalibibrrie of tl>e accufed good Chriftians, and ofgood
eil^te?, aiFe^e4 the accufers in .high actions for defa-

mation i tliis put, a flop to accufations, and in fupe-

ri£>r, court,.. Jan.; 169.2-3, of fifty-fix bills, which were

prpil^n^ed ^^ganiR v/itches, the Grand Jury brought in

tiiirt]*'., ignoramus .; and of the remaining twenty-fix, the

Petty Jury convi£tcd only three, ' v/ho were afterwards

pardoned : accufations were difregarded, and upon Sir

William Phipps^:^ goif^'g home,, at this time about 15a
were in prifon, and 200 more accufed^ they were all

difcharged, paying 36 j. each, to the attorney- general.

Many of the confeffing witches figned a paper, import-

ing that moft, of their confeffions were only aflenting to,

or repeating, what they were direded to -, being weak
in'snind, and under terror, from the putting to death all

per&jis^ accufed, who did not confefs. In December,

1696, .a general fail was appointed by the affembly;

praying ciiat God would pardon all the errors of his

fervants and people, in a late tragedy raifed amongft us

by Satan and his inftruments. At this fail judge Sewall,

and feveral of the jury, gave in papers figned, heartily

afking forgivenefs of all, and declaring that they would

not do fuch things again for the whole v/orld. When
this perfecution ceafed, no. more witchcraft was heard of.

May thofe- over-zealous provincial miitakes in the

warfare againft the devils and auxiliaries, be buried in ob-

'1 ' liviorij
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livion ; efpecially confidering an ad ofp4rHament 173^,
procured by the late good lord Talbot, has effedually

liberated the dominions of ' Great-Britain frotn all bug-
bears of this kind. By this ad " no profecutioh 'fTiall

" be commenced, or carried on againft any perfon-for
*' witchcraft, forcery, enchantment, or conjuration, or
" for charging another with any fuch offence :; if any
" perfon (hall pretend to exercife or uje any of the a-

,

" bove, Of tell fortunes, or from occult arts pretend ta
" difcover lioleh goods ; penalty one year' imprironment»
" and once in every quarter of the faid "year to 'ftaud on
" fome market-day in the pillory." •

', ' ^.'",.

Perhaps I am already too tedious liilthe.paragraphs

concerning the various religious fedaries that have ap-

peared in New-England, therefore, fhall wave two late re-

ligious appearances to the fedion of Rhode-illand, though
falling within the period of the new' charter of tlie pro-

vince of MaiTachufetcs-Bay province 4 I' mean tKe^North-

hampton converiions, or pouring out of the Spirit, an-

no 1735 : this enthufiafm mufb have fpread (they were
in the tribe of enthufiafts convulfionaries [m\) iffome /^/o

Je fe, and other flagrant diforders had not cxpofed them;

2.- The followers of Mr. Whitefield, an ador, or per-

-fonated enthufiaft, endued, with a proper genius of low
adion -, he firfl appeared in, New-England, anno 1740 ;

his followers hithei-to, 1748,' are riot all returned to "their

right minds ; very lately in the town'df Bofton w^s or-

dained a country Ihoe-maker, and reinftalled a renegado

from a country parilh, to encourage this feparation, or

enthufiaft ic divifions.

I now proceed to fome geographical account of the

old colony of MafTachufetts-Bay j their mountains or

hills, rivers, and lea-ports.

Mountainous parts may be claffed into mountains or
hills, and continued high fpringy lands ;• thefe, with ri-

\jn] Such were the Sevennes, or French Prophets, about forty years

fince J and at prefent in France the Devotees of l'Abbe Paris.

G g 2 vers.
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vers, bays, and promontories, are permanent; therefore

a proper bafis in the defcription of a country called its

geograjihy 5' as this with chronology are the bafis of
hiftory/

The great Blue Hill, twelve miles S. S. W. from Bof-

tqn, with a; continued ridge of hills running eaftward to

Bofton bay; upon this hill the townfhips of Milton,

Bfaintree, and Stpughton meet. ' The fummit of this hill

is'very proper for a beacon in cafe of any fudden invafion

by ai^enemyJ from thence a fire and great fmoak may be

[«] vifibie tb feven eighths of the province : in a clear

day from it are diftindlly to be feen, Pigeon-Hill, N. E.

eafterly about forty miles, a noted land-mark upon Cape-

Aiine, the northerly promontory of Maffachufetts-Bay ;

the great Watchufet, the great Menadnock [<?], Wate-

ticks, and other noted mountains. The great Watchu-

fet hill in^Rutland, lies W. N. W. northerly about fifty

miiek 'i*he grand Menadnock in wafte lands of the pro-

vinci of I^ew-Hamplhire, lies about twenty miles farther

Ni than;Watchuf^ts.
'

^Froi^' the high lands, at the meeting-houfe of old

Rutland 'diftfifl' near the Watchufet hills, are the follow-

ing bearings: - '

^' breat ^Vatchufet hill, N. E. half N.

Eaft end of Wateticks, N. N. E. northerly

Qreat Menadnock, N. half W,
Mount Tom in Northampton, W. b. N. halfW.
Mount Tobit in Sunderland, W.N. W.
Middle of Northfield hills—N. W.

Thefe- are^, only general expreflions of what I ob.ferved

by a pocket-compafs ; and as a fpecimen, how wich

[re] Some years fince, by direi^ion of colonel Byfield of Briftol, from

a great Imoak made upon this great Blue Hill^ Mount-Hope in Briftol

was found to bear S by W. and. by eftjmation forty -five miles direfi.

\p\ The Wateticks are partly in the province of Maffachufetts Bay,

pa-nly in the province of New-Hampfliire, and" lie eaA of a'^townfhip

granted to Ipfvyich.

proper
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proper compafTes or needles from fevefal well concerted

places of obfervation, and with aiftual particular furveys

compared and adjufted, an exad: plan of the country

(for utility or amufement) may be obtained. I have

(Employed fome vacant, and fometimes borrowed, time

in this affair ; which I defign as a prefent to the pro-

vince.

Upon or near the river Merrimack, there are feveral

mountains or hills on its welt fide •, viz. Anahoufick,

Oncanouit, &c. but are not within the jurifdidion of this

province; and, by a late determination of the king in

council, they belong to thejurifdidtion of New-Hamp-
ihire.

Upon or near the great river of Gonne(5ticut in this

colony, are the following mountains : In Sunderland E.

fide of Connefticut river, is Mount Tobit, a group of

hills ; and oppofite on the weft fide of the river, in the

fouth parts of Deerfield, are the two Sugar-loaves, or

Pikes of Deerfield—About twelve miles lower upon the

eaft fide of this river in Hadley, is Mount-Holyhock, a

ridge of mountains, running eight or nine miles N. E.
from the river. Here I took the bearings of all the

mountains and high lands, fo far as the naked eye could

reach, which I do not infert, as minutenefs is not confift-

ent with the charader of a fummary. Oppofite to this

(leaving only a paifage or channel for the river) on the

weft fide in Northampton is mount Tom, a fliort ridge

of mountains, running in the fame direflion. The hills

and mountains higher up the river belong to the fec-

tion of the province of New-Hampfliire, as do the

mountains noted in Hazen, W. lo D. N. divifional line

between Maffachufetts-Bay and New-Hamplhire pro-

vinces.

At fifteen to twenty miles diftance weft of Connecticut
river is a long ridge of hills called the Weftfield Moun-
tains. There is a confiderable range of mountains feven

BiiJeB eaft of Houfatonick river; another ridge feven miles

G g 3 weft
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weftof Haufatonick; this laftis in the province of New-
York. The Weftfield and Houfatonick mountains ren-
der the' old road from Bofton to Albany not fo com-
modious, as a late projected road, via Deerfield.

[p] Much elevated high springy lands; I fhall

give two inftances in this province or colony, where very
diffufed runs of water originate.

I. In the lands where the townfhips of Worcefter, Lei-
cefter, and Rutland join, about fifty m.iles weft from Bof-
ton ; here fpring, i. Quinepuxet river, which falls into

Naftiway river; which falls into Merrimack river in Dun-
ftable of the province of New-Hampfhire ; which empties

[p] Such are, but in a much more extended manner as to courfcs and
great lengths. I, In Europe, in Switzeriand of the Alps, within a
fmall compafs are the fountains of three great, and very long, rivers

;

I. The Danube, which running eaflerly through the circles of Swabia,
Bavaria, and Auftria of Germany ; through Tranfylvania, and the
'J'urkifh dominions in Europe, empties or difembogues into the Black
Sea m Bulgaria of Turky. 2. The Rhine, which running northerly
pafl'es through the lake of Conftance, and many principalities of
Germany, m feme pla es dividing the German dominions from the
French; falls inio the German or Northern ocean in Holland, by fe-

veral mouths called the Yfiel, Lech, and Wahaal ; the old Rhine, after

pafling Utrecht and Leyden, is loft in the Duynen or Downs (fands

accumulated by the ftormy ocean) and does not reach the fea. 3, The
rapid Rhofne, running through the lake of Geneva, for a confiderable

fpace weftward to Lyons ; thence fouthward to the Mediterranean fea,

in Provence of France, II. In the northern continent of America,
ten or twelve miles weft from Hudfon's river, and about eighty or n'nety

miles north from the city of New- York, are the Cat-kil mountains,
very lofty, giving fprin^s which excLnfively run: for, i. A Branch
falls into Hudfon's river; thence to the ocean near New-York. 2.

A Branch falls into Lake Ontario ; thence in the great river of Canada,
or St. Laurence, which difcharges into the Atlantic ocean, between
Nova Scotia and Cape Breion, and Newfoundland. 3. A run falls

into the river Ohio or Bcllf Riviere,- which falls into the Mifliflippi,

which tmpties by many mouths into the bay or gulph of Mexico. 4.

A liream heads Delaware river, and falls into the Sefquahana river,

which falls irto Chelepcak bay, and this enters the Atlantic ocean in

Virginia. ^ A run of water falls into Delaware river, which falls into

the bay and octan between Fenfyjvania and the Jerfeys.

itfelf
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itfelf into the fea or Atlantick ocean at Newbury of the

province of Mallachufstrs-Bay : upon Quinepuxet and

Naihway river, are the townihips of Rutland, Holdenj

Lancafter, Bolton, Harvard, Groton, and Diinftable. 2.

Half-way river, which in its progrefs is called Black-

ftone and Patuxet river ; which empties into Naraganfet

Bay of Rhode ifland colony : upon thefe, are the town-

ihips of Worcefterj Grafton, Sutton, Uxbridge, Meadon,
Attleborough, and Rehoboth of Maffachufetts-Bay; and

Cumberland, Smithfield, and Providence, ofRhode-iSand.

3. Story or French River, which falls into Quenebang
river in Thomfon parifli of Kiiiingfley ; which falls into

Satucket river in Norwich ; and this a little farther falls

into Thames river or creek, which falls into Long Ifland

found at New London. Upon thefe are the townfliips of
Leicefter, Oxford, Dudley of the Maffachufetts Bay, and
Kiiiingfley -, Fomfret, Plainfield, Canterbury, Norv/ich,

Groton, and New London of Connedicuc colony. 4;

Seven Mile river, which falls into Qiienebang river in

Brookfield j which falls into Chicabee river in Kingi^on

(a granted but not conflituted or incorporated townihip)

called alio the Elbows ; which falls into Connedticut river

in Springfield ; which empties at Seabrook into Long
Ifland found : upon thefe are the townfhips of Rutlandj

Leicefler, Brookfield, Vv'eu.ern, Kingfton, and Spring-

field of the MafTachufetts-Bay. The townffjips which lie

upon the great rivers of Merrimack and Connedlicut

fhall be related, wh,en we give fome feparate dillinct ac-

count of thefe rivers.

. II. Lands not appropriated, called PrnvtHce lands^

adjoining to, and N. W. ofHatfieklj weft of Connecti-

cut river ; from thence are branches or runs of water^

I. A branch to Houfick river, running v/eft, has upon it

fort Maflachufetts, a frontier again 'i the French and
their Indians, which falls into Hudfon a river atScaccook

a village of Indiins twenty miles north of Albany, a. A
branch to Houfatonick or Weflenhoek riverj which iun^

G ^ 4 ning
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ning fouth to Stratford in Connefticut, falls into the
Long Ifland found : upon this river to the townlhips of
Bofton grant No. 3. near New-York line; the property

of Jacob Wendell, Efq. of his majefty's council of the

province of MailachufettsBay ; Stockbridge, Upper
Houfatonick, Sheffield of Maffachufetts-Bay, Salifbury,

Canaan, Sharon, Cornwall, Kent, New-Fairiield, New-
Milford, Newtown, Woodbury, Derby, Stratford, and
Milford of Connefticut. 3. Farmington river, running
through Houfatonick No. 4. Houfatonick commonage,
part of Houfatonick No. 3. and part of Bedford in MaSa-
chufetts-Bay ; through Colebrook, Winchefter, Berk-

hamftead, New-Hartford, Farmington, Simfbury ; falls I

into Connefticut river in Simlbury. 4. Weftfield river,
'*

with many branchings pafles through Naraganfet No. 4.

Houfatonick commonage, part of Blandford, part of

"Weftfield, and falls into Connedticut river in Springfield

by the name ofAcgawaam near Springfield lower ferry.

Rivers. The two great rivers of this colony are,

Merrimack river, which comes from the crotch or

fork near Endicot's tree, where Pomagewaflet river and

the difcharge of the pond or lake Winipifinket meet, and
acquire the name of Merrimack (fignifying in the Indian

languagea fturgeon; this river abounds in fturgeon.) From
this fork it runs foutherly about fifty miles to Patuc-

ket falls, the elbow of the river in Dracut ; and thence

it runs eafterly about thirty miles (round reckoning) to

Newbury Bar. Upon this river (thefe great rivers, though

in diflferent provinces, are beft underftood and compre-

hended, when delineated without interruption) the town-

lhips in a defcending order lie thus, i . Upon the eaft

and north fide are Gjlman-town, Canterbury, part of

Rumford, part of Suncook, Harrys-town, Litchfield,

Nottingham of New-Hampfhire ; part of Dunftable,

Dracut, Methuen, Haverhill, Amefbury, and SaliflDury of

MafTachufetts-Bay. Upon the weft and fouth fide are the

townftiips
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townlhips of Contacook, part of Riimford, part of Sun-

cook, Canada to Gorham and company, Naraganfet

No. 5. Merrimack, andDunftable of New-Hampfhire;
Dunftable, Chelmsford, Tewklbiiry, Andover, Bradford,

and Newbury of MafTachufetts-Bay. The bar, at the

mouth of this river, has only about ten feet of water, and

fhifts •, it is navigable only about eighteen miles, to

Mitchel's (the firft falls) falls in Haverhill ; here they

deal chiefly in Ihip building, the adjacent country abound-
ing in Ihip timber i the tide flows to Mitchel's falls;

from Mitchel's falls, feven miles higher Bedel's, two miles

Peters, fix miles to Patucket falls, i^c.

The falls in this river are many; excepting Dracut
or Patucket fails about thirty miles from the bar, and A-
mufkeag falls about twenty-five miles higher ; all the

other falls are paflTable for floats of timber, and for canoes

or fmall boats in frefhes or floods of the river. Many of

thofe called falls are only ripHngs or veins of fcattered

great rock fl:ones. There is at times, when the river is

low, a fording place a little above Swans ferry, twenty-

four miles up from the bar, and a little above Hunt's or

Dracut ferry is another fording place. The ferries crofs

this river are many, I fhall not enumerate them. The
elbow or flexure of the river, called the horfe-fhoe, is

about two miles above Patucket falls.

The rivers and rivulets (Imall runs I fhall not men-
tion) which fall into this great river of Merrimack : i.

On its north and eafl fide, are Powow river in Amefbury
from ponds in Kingllon, about eight miles above New-
bury ferry •, eaft river and weft river in Haverhill below
Mitchel's falls ; Spigot river in Methuen, a little below
Bedel's falls-, Bever brook from Bever pond in London-
derry comes in between the two falls of Patucket fix miles

below the horfe-fhoe -, eleven miles above the horfe-

Ihoe is Nafumkeag brook in the fouth parts of Litch-

field in the province of New-Hampfhire i fix miles higher

is Little Cohoes brook j one mile farther is Great Cohoes
brook,
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brook, the outlet c>f Malfabifick, a large pond in Chef-

ter tov/nfiiips ; thence to Amufceag falls are four miles,

and four miko higher is Louly brook in Harries town ;

thence fix miles to Suncook river in thetownfliip of Sun-
cook. 2. On the fouth and weft fide of Merrimack river,

are, Falls river from Boxford, comes into a creek weft

fide of Plumb-Iiland, and thence to the mouth of New-
bury or Merrimack river ; Hantichook river about nine

miles above Newbury ferry ^ Catetchuck brook, from
a pond of the fame name in Andover ; Shawfkin river

enters in Andover, about one mile below the entrance

of Spigot river, on the other fide \ Concord river about

one mile below Patucket falls ; this Concord river is

of a confiderable courfe, and higher is called Sudbury

and Framingham river ; it fprings in Hopkingtop, upon
it lie Plopkington, Framingham, Sudbury, Concord,

Bedford, Billerica, and Tewkfoury ; Stony brook which

fprings in Harvard pailes through Littleton, VVeftford,

and Chelmsford to Merrim.ack river -, Salmon brookfrom

apond inGroton, difcharges into Merrimack in Dunftable

of New-Hampfhire ; a little higher falls in Nafhway
river, already defcribed page 455 ; thence to Naticook

brook five miles ; thence two miles to Souhegen river :

upon Souhegen river lie Souhegan eafl called Naraganfet

No. 5, Merrimack townihip, Souhegan weft, called

Naraganfet No. 3. Monfon townfliip, fome peculiar

grants, a townftiip granted to Ipfv;ich, Townfend, and

fome part of Lunenburg : a little below Amufceag falls

is Pifcataquaag brook, which waters a townfliip granted

to Simpfon and others, afterv/ards purchafed by I^ane

and others of Bofton ; it waters a Canada townftiip

granted to Beverley, and a Canada townftiip to Salem,

and another to Ipfwich. The fouthern branch of Con-
tacook river waters Rumford or Pennycook, No. 5, of

the double line of barrier towns called Hopkington

grant, No. 6, of ditto, called Marlborough grants

fome unappropriated lands j a grant to the tov.'n of

Concord J
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Concord, purchafed by Mr. Peter Prefcot and others,

and Canada to Rowley town : next above Contacook

grant is Naamcook brook ; and next above that is the

fork or beginning of the denomination of Merrimack
river.

\f[\ The other great river is Connefcicut, an Indian

word fignifying a long river. Upon this river lie three

of the New England colonies -, Conne61:icut lies upon it

about fifty-two miles -, thence MafTachufetts Bay, by an

indent of nine miles, which makes the townfhip of Suf-

field weft fide, and Enfield eaft fide of the river, to the

W. 9 D. N. imaginary divifional line of Maffachufetts-

Bay and Conne6licut : from this divifional line, the pro-

vince of Maflachufetts-Bay lies about forty-feven milts

direft, northerly ; and farther North is New-EIampfi-sirc

indefinitely, or crown lands annexed to the jurifdiclion of

New-Hampfhire.
From the bar at the mouth of Conneflicut river to the

boundary imaginary line of Mafiachufetts-Bay and Con-
nedicut are about fixty miles ; from this imaginary line,

as per a provincial furvey by Gardner and Keilock anno

1737, to the great falls in No. 3, \r\ about twenty miles

dire6l above fort Dummer, are in Meridian diftance

feventy-two Englilh ftatute miles and 120 rods; and
thefe great falls are eighteen miles 140 .rods eafl: of tlie

MalTachufetts and Connecticut boundary line, where it

interfeds the river ; and above theie falls, for about ten

or twelve miles, townfhips are laid out and appropri-

\q\ The reader in all fuch dry accounts which are local, and do not

fall under the cognizance of many ; mail excufe them, as defigned /or

a local benefit, and may be fuperficially paffed over by fome, as being

of no general concern.

\r\ In many articles, by foroe readers I may be cenfured as too pro-

lix or minute ; my defign, I hope, is laudable, to prevent a lo's
;
pub-

lic records are at times loft by lire, ^. as happened not long iince

at Williamfhourg in Virginia, and laft year at Eoiton in M aflathuieits-

Bay province.

ated

:
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ated : the garrifon in No. 4, on the call fide of the river,

as a frontier againft the French and their Indians, is well

noted in the New-Englan J hiftory of the prefent war.

The greatelt extent of New-England, diredly inward, is

from Seabiook bar at the mouth of Connedicut river, to

this No. 4, being about 150 miles.

This river of Connedlicut, from its long courfe, is

fubjedl to fudden floods or freflies, and, e. g. at Hartford

Ibmetimes riles twenty feet j the tide (the influence of

the tide comes fo high, or rather the ft:oppage of the river

from the tides below) rifes only a few inches. The
flioaleft water from Nuffield firlt falls to the mouth of

the river, is about one mile below Hartford town, being

about foUr feet. This river, as the adjacent people

obferve, becomes, in procefs of time, [j] more fhallow.

From the mouth of this river to about 150 miles up,

to the eye it does not alter much in its width (though in

that ipace it receives many confiderable dreams) being

generally from eighty to 1 00 rods ; for inftance, from

Hadley to Northampton the ferry is about eighty rods,

and at medium times runs two or three knots, fcowed

over in about nine minutes [/]. At the mouth of the

river, the tide flows from four to fix feet, upon the bar

are about ten to twelve feet water -, the general courfe of

the river is N. N. E. and S. S. W. •, a S. S. E. wind

will carry a vefl^l up all the reaches of this river, fo far

as it is navigable ; it is navigable for floops near fixty

miles ; the banks of the river are generally fteep and

fandy i in different places in procefs of time, lofing on

one fide, and gaining ground on the other fide. Salmon

and fhad come up this river to fpawn, but in fmaller

quantities and later, and continue a fiiorter time (about

[s] In new unimproved countries, damps and fogs lodge and form

fmall runs of water; as the land is cleared and laid open, thofe damps
vanifti, and the fmall runs dry up, and fome of our water-mills, upon

this account, are become of no ufe j their ftreams are become quite dry

or deficient.

[/] The width of Hartford ferry is 100 rods.

three
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three weeks in May) than in Merrimack river. The
rivulets and brooks, where they fall into the great river,

are not paflable in frefhes and floods, becaufe of the back

water. Some ferries, where there are no habitations, are

kept at the charge of the counties, confiding of a large,

fcow or flat, to carry perfons, cattle, and goods, with a

canoe-tender ; travellers ferry themfelves over, always

leaving the flat on one flde, and the canoe on the other,

to fetch the fcow upon occafion -, an inftance of this is in

Northfield ferry.

The firft falls of this river are about fixty miles from

from its mouth, at Devotion ifland in the fouth parts of

Suffield ; the next are about the middle of Suffield, half

a mile long •, both thefe are paflable by boats in chan-

nels : next are the falls in the foutherly parts of North-

ampton, about fifteen miles farther up the river, not

pafl[able by boats ; the other falls higher, we fl^all not

enumerate.

The townfliips upon this river are, i . Upon its eaft

fide ; in Connecticut colony. Lime, Eafl: Hadham, part

of Middletown, Glaflfenbury, part of Hartford, and part

of^Windfor -, in the province of Maflachufetts -Bay,,En-

field, Springfield, Hadley, Sunderland, farms or pecu-

liars, and part of Northfield ; in the province of New-
Hampfliire, part of Northfield, Winchefter, No.i, 2>

3, and 4. 2. Upon its weft fide •, in Connedicut colo-

ny are, Seabrook, Wefl:-Hadham, part of Middletown,

Wethersfield, part of Hartford, and part of Windfor

;

in the province of MaflTachufetts-Bay are, Suffield, part,

of Springfield, Northampton, Hatfield, Deerfield, part,

oi. Northfield •, in the province of New-Hampfliire are

part of Northfield, 40,000 acres equivalent land belong-

ing to four proprietors (in its S. E. corner upon the

river, on a plain and long reach of the river, ftands fort-

Dummer, which, although in the diftrift of New-Hamp-
Ihire, incapable of defending its long frontier range, is

maintained Tat the charge of; the, Mairachuletts-Bay)

No. I and 2

.

' The
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The confiderable runs of water which fall into Con-
ne6liciit river, i. Upon its eall fide are Salmon river and

cove, in Eafl-Hadham, Hocanum river in Eaft-Hartford,

Pedant brook and Scan tick river in Eaft- Windfor ; Frefh

Water brook in Enfield •, Long Meadow brook, Mill

river, and Chicabee river, with its townfhips enumerated,

p, 455, in Springfield ; Batchelor's brook and Fort river

in Hadley (higher the great river is fordable from Had-
ley to Hatfield •, and a little above Northfield meeting-

houfe or church, carts in a dry time ford the great river)

Mohawk's river, and Saw-mill brook in Sunderland; in

the intermediate farms is Miller's river very rapid ; it is

compofed of many branches which water Canada to

Dorchefter, Canada to Ipfwich, IpfA'ich grant, Canada
to Rowley, Pequioag, Canada to Sylvefter, and Canada
to Rockfbury ; in Northfield is Patchoaag brook, Afhu-
elot river •, its branches water fome of the double range

of frontier towns. Upper and Lower Aihuelot townfhips,

Canada to Rockfoury, and Winchefter. 2. Upon its

weft fide are Roaring brook, and Mill brook in Weft-

Hadham •, Middleton river, and Dividend brook in

Weft-Middleton precin6l; Goff's brook and Robin's

brook ia Wethersfield •, Hartford river in Hartford j

Allen's brook and Heyden's brook in Windfor, with

Farmington river defcribed p. 456-, Stony brook in Suf-

iield •, Agawaam, alias Weftfield river in Springfield, de-

fcribed p. 456 ; Monhan river in Northampton ; Hat-
field Mill river in Hatfield, Deerfield river, which by its

branches waters the Bofton grants. No. i and 2, the

grant to Hunt and others ; Falls river, which after wa-

tering a townfhip to Gallop and others, and Falls-fight

townfhip, falls into the great river in Deerfield : the next

confiderable run of water is Weft river, about two or three

miles above fort Dumm^er, confiderably higher (informa-

tion from captain Welles of Deerfield, formerly a Partizan

or Ranger againft the Indians in governor Dummer*s
war) Connedlicut river forks •, one branch comes from

near the White Frills eafterly in the province of Main, the

other
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other comes from the northward towards Canada, an In-

dian travelling branch to Canada.

We fhali only mention one river more (in the ftyle of

a late hiftorian C— M— D. D. the fubjed is dry,

though watery) Charles River -, it is not large and con-

fiderable, otherwife than as being referred to, in fettling

the South line of the late MaiTachufetts-Bay colony, as is

Merrimack river in fettling the north boundary line : the

words in the old charter are, " As alfo all and lingular

thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever, lying within

the fpace of three Englifh miles en the South parts of faid

river called Charles river, or any or every part thereof.'*

Stop river, which rifes in Wrentham, was pitched upon
as the moft foutherly branch of Charles river, and at

three miles fouth of the head of this ris^er, the fouth line

of Maflachufetts-Bay was delineated-, Stop river falls into

the main body of Charles river in Medneid. The farth-

eft head of Charles river is in the N. E. parts of Men-
don, and upon it lie the townlhips of Bellingham, Med-
way. Wrentham, Medfield, Sherburn, Natick an Indian

referve, Dedhara, Needham (here are two conliderable

falls in this river) Newtown, Weftown, Waltham, Wa-
tertown, Cambridge, and Brooklin. This river falls into

the bottom of Maifachufetts or Bofton bay, and ferves

to bring dov/n to Bofton floats or rafts of (hip-timber by
the tide from Watertown Barcadier, about nine miles

:

there is another creek or river, a fmall way eaft of this,

called Myftick river, of about four miles rafting from
the Barcadier of Medfcrd townfhip; from Myftick Bar-

cadier are fent to Bofton bricks, tar, and turpentine.

The Promontories remarkable are, only Point Alder-

ton, about nine or ten miles below Bofton upon the fouth

fide of the bay, over-againft the light-houfe. Here is a
good harbour called Hull gut, and the fafe road of Nan-
talket, fecured by circumambient iflands, where the

king's Ihips and merchant lliips outward and inward
boond anchor for a time j it lies about fix or feven miles

below
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below Bofton, and, by a(5t of aflembly, is deemed belong-

ins: to the harbour of Bofton.

Cape -Anne the north fide entrance or promontory or

Maffachufetts-Bay ; Thatcher's ifland lies about two
leagues eaft of this harbour, and a fmall matter without

Thatcher's are rocks called the Salvages : from the Sal-

vages are two leagues to Ipfwich bar, a dangerous bay

called Ipfwich bay, from a great fea and indraught.

Cape-Anne harbour is about eleven leagues N. N. E.
eafterly from Bofton •, the fouthern promontory of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay, called Cape-Cod, in N. lat. 42 D. 10 M^
lies about eighteen leagues E. by S. from Bofton: the

width of the entrance of this bay, is from Cape-Anne
harbour S. W. fourteen leagues, to the hook or harbour

of Cape' Cod.

The fea-ports and their principal trade of export and

import muft be referred to the following article, of the

feveral jurifdi(5lions of New-England, united by a new
charter ; it is only fince the new charter took place, that

fea-portdiftrids ofprevent!vecuftom-houfes and branches

have taken place. Here we Ihall only enumerate them ;

befides fmall , creeks and inlets for timber and firewood

in coafting fmall veflels, and for curing of filh ; there are

Newberry, a branch of the colleftipn of Portfmouth \n

New-Hamplhire; there are Ipfwich, Cape-Anne, Salem,

and Marblehead, belonging to the coUedion of Salem •,

Charleftown, Bofton, and all the other cuftom-houfe

branches of Maflachufetts-Bay belong to the colledion

of Bofton.

Article VI.

Concerning the prefent territories as united hy the name of

the province of Mafiachufetts-Bay.

AS we before hinted by a charter, October 7, 1691,.

fundry territories, under feveral grants and jurif-

didlions, for their better accommodation and conveni-

cncies, were united by charter into one property and

jurifdidlion, that is, into one general afTembly.

The
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The bill for reftoring the New- England charters be-

ing dropped by the diflblution of the revolution-conven-

tion-parliament ; the New England agents were puzzled,

'

whether to ftand a trial at law, by a writ of error for re-

verfing the judgments againfl. the old charters, or to ac-

cept of a draught of a new charter : at length they ac*

quiefced in the king's pleafure, and the king directed a
new charter.

The nature of this union of feveral colonies into on^
jurifdidion, the new charter, with a fubfequent explana-

tory charter, and fundry other general affairs, have been
by way of anticipation already narrated ; fee p. 374, &c.

In the general account of Britifh North -America, we
omitted the Pofl-office, a very beneficial inftitution

;

and as the prtfent province of MalTachufetts-Bay is its

moll confiderable branch, here it may naturally take

place.

The Po'il-ofBce in England was fettled by a6l of par-

liament 12 Carol. 11. In the beginning of this prefent

century, Mr. Hamilton of New-Jerfey projeded a Poft-

ofHce for Britifn North-America ; this he effeded, and
obtained a patent for the management and profits of the

fame. This patent he afterwards fold to the crown, and
a few years after the Union, the polls of England, Scot-

land, Ireland, and Am.erica were put under one Diredlor

by adl of parliament 9 Annas ; conllituting one Poll-

Mailer-Gen eral for all the Britifh dominions ; to keep a
General-poll- office in London, the Poll-Mailer-General

may keep one letter- office in Edinburgh, another in Dub-
lin, another at New-York, and other chief offices at con-

venient places in America and the Leeward Iflands, and
appoint deputies for managing the particular rates for the

pollage of letters in the Plantations -, requires too much
room for a fummary, it is referred to Stat. 9 Annse,
Cap. 10. We Ihall only relate, that all letters from on
board any Ihip, Ihall be delivered to the Deputy-Poll-
Maller of the place, penalty 5/. llerling for every of-

fence ; the Poft-mafter paying to the delivererone penny
Vol. L Hh llerling
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fterling per letter. N. B. This claufe is not much attended

to, becaufe the ad exempts merchants letters, and thofe

of mafters of fliips, fo as fuch letters be delivered to the

perfons to whom they are direfted, without receiving any

profit for them : and any letters fent by private friends,

or by any meffenger about private affairs or bufiners.

, From Pifcataqua or Portfmouth, to Philadelphia, is a

regular poftagej from thence to Williamfburgh is un-

certain, becaufe the poll does not proceed until letters

are lodged fufBcient to pay the charge of the poft-riders :

from Williamfburgh in Virginia to Charles-Town in

South-Carolina, the poft-carriage is fi:ill more uncertain.

There is a deputy Poft-Mafter- General for America,

appointed by the Poft-Mafter- General in London ; New-
York is appointed for his official refidence, but by con-

nivance he refides any where, e. g. at Prenfet, in Virginia,

Elliot Benger, Efq; formerly Mr. Lodd in South-Ca-

rolina.

Here it properly belongs to give an account of the ge-

neral and frequented travelling roads from Penobfcot

bay N. lat. 44 D. 30 M. (farther north is D. of York's

property and Nova Scotia, no travelling roads) to St.

,

Juan or St. John's river in Florida, N, lat. 31 D. This, by

'

an agreement with Spain anno 1738, is the termination!

of our property or claim in Florida. This is forty miles

:

N. of St. Auguftin, belonging to the Spaniards -, from St.

Auguftin there is a land communication to Moville, and

from thence to Miffiffippi : thefe belong to the Spaniih
i

and French, which properly do not belong to our hiftory.

We ftiall begin at St. George's Fort and Block-houfe

|

upon St. George's river, a few miles S. W. of Penobfcot

:

bay i from thence Miles
j

O ( To Mufcongus or Broad-Bay 1

2

^ Frederick's -Fort at Pemaquid 7
j^

I
Damarfcotti falls and mills 10

j

g"1 The fettlement on Sheepfcot river 5

1

\T\ j
Arrowfick, or George-Town in Sagadahoc bay \

Y^ I of Quenebec river, via Wifcaflet 20

1

George:
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George fort in Brunfwick 22
Royal's river in North-Yarmouth 14
Prefumpfcot ferry in Falmouth 9

d < Stroud-Water ferry in Falmouth 4
Saco or Winter-Harbour ferry in Biddeford 20
Kennebunk ferry in Arundel 10
Welles meeting-houfe 6
York ferry 16
Kittery ferryover Pifcataqua R. to Portfmouth 8

143

Hampton meet-houle 14
Boundary line Hampfhire and Maflachufett's-

Bay provinces 6

20

TJ O '^Merrimack R. F. dividing Salilbury from
Newbury 3

Ipfwich 12

Beverly ferry dividing Beverly from Salem I2

Winiiimet or Chelfea ferry (of 2 M.) to Boftoni/

^ Dedham 1

1

^ Q-'< Naponfet river in Walpole 9
Wrentham meeting- houle 7
Attleborough meeting-houfe 9
Rehoboth, alias Seaconck meeting-houfe 7
Patucket river ferry -, boundary of Maflachu-

a" L fett's-Bay province and Rhode ifland colony 2

Hi
Providence town i

Through feveral fmall and diftant fettlements

to a Ititle weft of Pakatuke bridge, Paka-

tuke river divides the colonies of Connedi-
cut and Rhode-ifland. 57

H h 1 "^

o ^

F o

Wo
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I^Myflic riv. dividing Stonington from Groton 7

Thames river ferry, dividing Groton from
New London 8

'I

A rope ferry over Nahantick gut 5
Saybrook river ferr)% dividing Lyme from

Saybrook i o
Killingfworth 10

Guilford eaft parifh 5
5 I Guilford weft parifli 5
g> I Brentford (generally to be underftood) old

£ < meeting-houfe 12
"^

\
Eaft Haven pariili ferry 8

£, \ New Haven 2

Milford 12

Strstford river ferry 4
Stratfield, a parifti 3
Fairfield 4

^
Norwalk - 1-2^:

I'

Stamford 10.

Greenwich or Horfe-Neck 7
^^Byram riv. dividingConnedicut from N.York 2

— 126

t?fRye 3

^ NewRochel 5
5* Eaft Chefter 4

I King's Bridge to the Ifl. of New-York c^mty 6

Half-way houfe tavern 9
City of New-York 9

^ Ferry to Staten Ifland point 15

^ i^By land to Elizabeth Point ferry 6

o

o

^J^
fWoodbridge

n Brunfwick ferry of Raritan river

^
I Prince Town
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Trent Town ferry over De la Ware river divid-

ing the province of New Jerfeys from Pen-
fylvania 10^

52

JJ j^Briftol, oppofiteto Bridlington or Burlington 10
Philadelphia 20
Schuyhkill river ferry 3
Derby 4
Cheiter 9
Brandewine 14
Newcaftle 6
Boundary line of Penfylvania and Maryland 12

p

• CfQ
O
<

78

rElk-River 5
North-eaft river 7
Sefquahana river ferry 9
Gunpowder river ferry 25
Petapfco river ferry 20

^ I
Annapolis the capital of Maryland 30

3
j
Upper Marlborough i5

§ I
Pifcataway j6

S ! Port Tobacco 16

144

i 'Potomack fer. dividing Maryland from Virg. 4
How's ferry 20
xSouthern's ferry ^o
Arnold's ferry 3 ^
Clayborn's ferry 22
Freneaux ordinary 12

o < Williamfburgh the capital 1

6

u

I

Hogllland .. 7

t;- ; Ifle of Wight court-houfe 1

8

^2.
[ Nanfemond court-houfe 20

H h 3 Bennet^ci
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^ Bennet's creek (near this is the boundary line

between the provinces of Virginia and N. -

Carolina) 30

»

215

o
<
B'nn
o

n

If3*
9^

"Eden Town, formerly the capital 30
Chowan Sound ferry 10
Fimlco 44
Ferry to Bathtown 5
Newbern ferry (the prefent capital) where
News river and Trent river meet 32

Whittock river 20

j
New river ferry 30

I
Newtown or Wilmington on the forks of Cape

I Fear river, thirty miles above the bar 45
Lockwood's folly 15
Shallot river 8

Little River, boundary line between the two
governments of.North and South-Carolina 8

'247

O
o
O

CO

53 (^Eaft end of Long-Bay 14
Weft end of Long-Bay 25
Winyaw ferry 30
San tee ferry 12

Sewee ferry 20
Charleftown, the capital j here is a ferry 30
Port Royal 60

I F^ederica in Georgia, on the fouth branch of

I
Altan iacha river 90

St. Juan or St. John's river, yielded to Great-

Britain by Spain per agreement, anno 1738,
it is forty miles N. of Spanifh fort, St. Au-
gullin 20

n

5'

lu

U.K.

301



Sect. VIII. Of Massachusetts-Bay. 471

In the new fettlements they reckon by computed, not

meafured, milesj confequently there may be in feveral of

the diilances, an unavoidable error of a mile or two.

This is a road of great extent, well laid out and fre-

quented ; it fhews the vaft extent of the Britifh planta-

tions along the eaftfhore ofNorth-America; the feveral

Britifh provinces and colonies, extend upon this great

road as follows : Miles

Eafc divifion of Mallachufetts-Bay 143
New-Hamp(hire 20
Weft divifion Mailachnfetts-Bay ^g
Rhode-ifland 58
Connecticut 126

New-York S7
New-Jerfeys 54
Penfylvania 78
Maryland

'

144
Virginia 215
North-CaroHna 247
South-Carolina and Georgia 301

1532

The m.any ferries, and fome of them not well attend-

ed, are a confiderable hindrance in travelling : but by
thefe it appears that the country is well watered, a great

advantage in produce and manufaftures ; and as many
of the rivers, founds, and bays are navigable, a confidera-

ble diftance inland, they are of great benefit in navi-

gation or trade.

As the conftitutions of all the Britifh plantations are

nearly the fame, being minute in this article, may fave

repetitions and ihorten the following fed:ions ; therefore

perfpicuity and diftindnefs require this article to be di-

vided into fubfedions.

H h 4 § I. Coht
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§ I. Concerning the Civil Adminijiration.

THIS adminiftration may be divided into the legi-

jflative fupreme court, called the General Court or Gene-
ral Affembly of the province ; and the fubordinate execu-

tive courts.

The Great and General Court or Provincial Affembly,

confifts of three Negatives, viz. the Governor, the Coun-
cil, and Houfe of Reprefentatives.

The Governor is by patent or commiffion from the

king durante beneplacito^ with a book of inflruftions

;

which inftru6tions, though binding to the Governor (fre-

quently broke in upon by fome Governors) are not loto

the Houfe of Reprefentatives, as they have from time

to time reprefented to the Governor : for inftance, one

of the inftrudions requires a falary of one thoufand

pound fterling per annum^ to be fettled upon the Gover-

nor ; this is always obftinately refufed, but they are

willing to grant a yearly fupport, fuitable to the dignity

of his Excellency, and coniiftent with the ability of the

people their conftituents, of which it may be fuppofed

they only are the proper judges.

The military government by fea and land, is fole in

the King's Governors ; they grant all commiffions in the

militia, which gives the Governors a vaft influence ; peo-

ple in the Plantations are readily bribed by diftinguifhing

titles The Governors in the Plantations have that con-

fiderable power of negativing or fufpending counfellors

without affigning reafons ;
governor Belcher at one

time negativeu thirteen counfellors in the pernicious Land-

bank intereft; this management of Mr. Belcher's was

in a high manner approved of by the palling an ad of

the Britifh parliament foon after ; this i and bank is de-

figned in the words of the ad, " mjfchievous under-
*' takings in America, and unlawful undertakings ;*' but

fo it is, that this ad of parliament is not fully put in ex-

ecution at this day, Chriilmas, 1748. They nominate

durante henepladto ail Judges, Jultices and Sheriffs, which

b'dng.
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being, with the mihtia-officers of the feveral townfliips,

a great majority in the lower Houfe, gives the Governor
a very great influence there: the power of negativing the

members of the upper Houfe makes his mfiuence there

fo confiderable, that he has, in a great meafure, two Ne-
gatives in the legiflature ; the king at home cannot
negative or flifpend any member of the upper Houfe,
called the Houfe of Lords.

The Governor has the opportunity of recommending
to the Houfe, agents or provincial attornies, his friends

or creatures : to manage their affairs and his own at the

court and boards in Great- Britain, and to procure for

them handfome gratuities : for inftance, the Governor,

in a meifage to the AlTembly, March 16, 1743-4, re-

commends a generous allowance to Mr. Kilby ; he hav-

ing ierved the province upon particular orders of this

court, with great induftry, faithfulnefs and fuccefs. A
Governor by frequent and long fpeeches and mefTages

to the Houfe of Reprefentatives (fometimes near one half

of the Journal or Votes of the Houfe of Reprefentatives

confifts of .thefe fpeeches and melTages) feems to acl as

a member of that Houfe, or rather as the Speaker or

Orator (a French expreffion) of the Houfe j fom.etimes

Governors proceed farther; for inftance, anno 1744, the

Governor de fires of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, that

in the recefs of the General AlTembly (which muft be

fhort intervals, becaufe of late years, the General AfTem-
bly at a great charge to the province have had very

frequent and long fictings) upon any fudden emergency,
the Governor and his council may be impowered to draw
upon the Treafurer. The Governor has a Negative not

only in all bills of aifembly, but alio in all their eledions,

that of a Speaker not excepted.

Thus the Governor commiffions all militia, and other

military officers, mdependently of the council or af-

fembly j he nominates all civil officers, excepting thofe

concerned in the finances or money-affairs, and, with

confent of the council, they are accordingly appointed.

He
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He calls, diffolves, prorogues, adjourns, removes, and
otherways harraffes the General AiTembly at pleafure

;

he frequently refufes his afient to bills, refolves, and
orders of the General Court; whereas our Sovereign in

Great-Britain, excepting upon very extraordinary occa-

fions, does not exert this prerogative : thus we fee a

delegated power affuming more than the fovereign con-

ftituent authority chufes to venture upon.

His juft pecuniary perquifites are confiderable: an al-

lowance or grant of looo/. fcerhng or nearly its value

per annum ; has one third of all Cuilom-houfe feizures

;

the naval office belongs to him, and many fees of various

natures. In time of war there are fees for granting

letters of mart or mark to private men of war, called

privateers, and many emoluments arifmg from multi-

plied expeditions.

Notwithftanding this great authority, a Governor's

ftation is very (lippery ; upon frivolous, and fometimes

falfe, complaints, he is liable to be called to account, fu-

perfeded by fome expeflant at court •, and if the mal -

adminiftration is notorious, he is alfo mulcted.

By charter the Governor cannot imprefs m.en into the

military fervice, to march out of the province, without

an a(5t or refolve of the General Covirt ; the Governor,

by his nth inftruftion, is not to give his aflent to any
a6t for repealing any of the {landing laws of the pro-

vince, without a fufpending claufe, that is, until a copy

thereof be tranfmitted and laid before the king. By the

1 2th inftrudlion the Governor is reftrained to 30,000/.

fterling per annum^ emiffions of pubhc paper credit •, but

upon account of unforefeen incidents in the time of the

late war with Spain and France, he was in this article

left at large. This gave a handle for unlimited ruining

emiffions, a privilege, faid to be by his Majefty's indul-

gence ; the Governor, in his fpeech, July 2; fays, " I am
" freed now from the chief reftraints I was under,
" whereby depreciations enfued to the great finking of
" all the perfonal eftates in the province, fpecialties ex-
" cepted.'* Some
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Some account of the Governors^ from the arrival of the new

charter, in the fronjince of Mallachufetts-Bay.

Sir William Phips ^j,i\ fon of a blackfmith, born

anno 1 650, at a defpicable plantation on the river Quene-

beck, after keeping of llieep fome years, was bound

apprentice to a Ihip-carpenter for four years ; afterwards

went to Bofton, learned to read and write, followed the

carpenter's trade, and married the widow of Mr. John
Hull, merchant. Upon advice of a Spaniih wreck about

the Bahamas, he took a voyage thither, but without fuc-

cefs ; anno 1683, in a king's frigate,' the Algier Rofe,

he was fitted out upon the difcovery of another Spanifh

wreck near Port de la Plata upon Hifpaniola, but return-

ed to England unfuccefsful. Soon after 1687, he prevail-

ed with the duke of Albemarle, at that time governor

of Jamaica, and fome other perfons of quality, to fit

him out with a royal patent or commiflion to fifh upon
the fame Spanifh wreck which had been loft about fifty

years fince ^ by good luck in about feven or eight fa-

thom water, he fifhed the value of near three hundred

thoufand pound fterling (the Bermudians found good
^eanings there after his departure) whereof he had a-

bout 16,000/. fterling for his Ihare, and the honour of

knighthood; and obtainedof king James II, by purchafe,

to be conllituted high Sheriff^ of New-England, but was
never in the execution of this patent, and returned to

England, 1688, {N. B. he had not received baptifin

until March 1690, ^t. 40) and foon after came back to

New-England. Upon the breakingout of the Indian war
1688, he follicited an expedition againft Nova Scotia,

May 1 690, and had good fiiccefs againft the French ; but

his fublequent expedition in autumn, againft Canada,
the fame year, was difaftrous, as has been already narra-

ted, and, in thewords of Mr. Mather, *' Though ufedto
" diving for plate, this was an affair too deep for him to+
*' dive into," Amongft other bad confequences of this ill-

[«] This account is mainly taken from Cotcon Mather, D. D.

I contrived
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contrived and worfe managed Canada expedition, was the
introducing of a pernicious, fraudulent paper-currehcy,
or bills of public credit, to pay the charges or debt
incurred ; the operation of this injurious currency is fuch,

that all perfonal eftates (fpecialties excepted) are reduced
to one ifor eight, reckoning by heavy pieces of eight

(or feven eighths of an ounce of filver) at 6j.; the lofs

of men was of very bad confequence to an infant colo-

ny, which was not by the enemy, but by a camp fever,

the fmall-pox, and difafters in returning homej notwith-
llanding, as Dr. Mather exprefles it, " the wheel of
*' prayer for them in New-England was kept conftantly
" going round." Soon after his return to Bofton he went
for London, to petition the court of England (notwith-

ilanding former difafters, and his own incapacity to

manage the affair) to encourage another expedition a-

gainft Canada. Upon obtaining a new charter dated

Od. 7, 1 69 1, at the defire of the New-England agents,

Sir William Phips was appointed governor of the pro-

vince of MafTachufetts-Bay and territories thereto belong-

ing; he arrived with the new charter May 14, 1692;
and June 8, the affembly under the new charter, met for

the firft time. He was ordered home to anfwer fome
complaints, and failed from Bofton, Nov. 17, 1694, and
died of a malignant fever in London, Feb. 18, follow-

ing \yo\ If he had been diimifled from his government,

[w] Mr. Mather, his advocate, writes, " Nor indeed had the hunger
" of a falary, any fuch impreffion upon him, as to make him decline
*• doing all poffible fervice for the public—That he was not to be
*' reckoned amongft thofe who were infamous for infinite avarice and
** vilk'vTiy." MagnaJia, Sookll.—He was not afliamed of his former

low circumftances ; once in failing with a confidcrable command in

fight of Quenebeck; he faid to thofe under his command, *' Young
" men, it was upon that hill that I kept fheep a few years ago ; you
'* don't know what you may come to."—Upon his death Dr. C.
Mather wrote an elegy, beginning thus

:

jind to mortality a facrijice

Falls he, nuhofe deeds muji him immortalize.

This is not very fluent, but meant well.

he
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he defigned to have gone upon another Spanifli wreck,

which had o-overnor Broadille aboard.
tj"^

William Stoughton Efq ; lieutenant-governor, was

commander in chief from governor Phip's going home in

the Autumn 1694, until the arrival of governor lord

Bellomont in June 1 699 ; after a tew months lord Bello-

mont returning to New-York, Mr. Stoughton was again

in the chair, and continued till his death in May 1702.

In honour to his memory a townlliip is called by his name.

In May 1702, upon the abfence of the governor and

death of the lieutenant-governor, conform to charter,

the majority of the council afilimed the government un-

til the arrival of governor Dudley, June 1 1, 1702.

Earl of Bellomont in Ireland, being appointed gover-

nor-general of New-York, MalTachufetts-Bay and New-
Hamplhire ; in his palTage to America in the end of the

year 1697, from this bad winter coall, he was obliged to

bear away to Barbadoes ; he did not arrive in New-York
until May 1698. In the fummer 1699, ^^ "^^^ °^^ ^^"

fembly in Bofton ; his being a new governor, cunning,

complaifant, and of quality, ingratiated him very much
with the people; he was allowed 1 000 /. falary, and

500 /. gratuity : In the Autumn he returned to New-
York, and died there in February, 1 700- 1

.

Jofeph Dudley, Efq-, arrived governor June 11, 1702,
He was fon to governor Thomas Dudley, fee p. 429 ;

he was chofen affiftant (that is of the council) 1 682 ; upon
the charter being in danger, he was fent home jointly

with Mr. Richards as colony-agents: being a native

of the country, a good poUtician, and cunning man,
i. e. of fubtilty, the court of England deemed him a

proper perfon to introduce or facilitate a change in the

adminiftration of the colony ; accordingly upon the

charter's being vacated, he was appointed prelident or

pro
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pro tempore commander in chief April i686, and arrived

at Bofton the June following : In December of the fame

year arrived Sir Edmund Andros as governor, Nicholfon

lieutenant- governor, and two independent companies of

foldiers j Mr. Dudley is appointed chief juftice, but was

outed in the New-England Revolution, April 1689.

Anno 1690, he was appointed chief juftice of New-
York. Upon going home he was cholen, anno 170 1,

member of parliament forNewtown of the Ille of Wight,

which introduced him to the government of the pro-

vince of Maffachufettts-Bay his native country. King
William died before he fet out, but his commiffion was

renewed to queen Anne ; he continued governor until

Nov.^r7i5, when colonel Tailer was appointed lieutenant-

governor under colonel Burgefs appointed governor;

colonel Tailer produced an exemplification of colonel

Burgefs's commiffion or patent, and as lieutenant-gover-

nor under him afllimed the government Nov. 9. N. B.

queen Anne died Auguft i, 17 14, Mr. Dudley continued

in government according to the a6l of parliament for

continuing officers for fix months after the demife of a

Sovereign, that is, until Feb. i: the fix months being ex-

pired, the council, in conformity to the charter, took upon
themfelves the adminiftration j but Mr. Dudley having,

March 21, via New-York, received the king's proclama-

tion for continuing all officers till further orders, he

reaffirmed the government, and continued governor to

November, as above : he died at his houfe in Rockft^ury

near Bofton, anno 1720, Mt. 73 •, he left furviving fons,

Paul, at prefent chief juftice of the province, fee p. 429,
and William, who ferved in the fuccefsful expedition

againft Port-Royal of L'Acadie, now Annapolis-Royal

of Nova Scotia : he was afterwards appointed a judge,

and for many fucceeding years elected one of the council,

as being the beft acquainted with the property of lands

and other provincial affairs ; he died a few years fince,

a great lofs to this country.

William
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William Tailer, Efq-, who had ferved as a colonel of a

New-England regiment in the redudtion of the aforefaid

Port-Royal ; for this his good fervice, he was appointed

lieutenant-governor under governor Dudley, and arrived

in Bofton from England, Od;. 3,1711: 1 7 1 5, he affum-

ed the command in chief, as lieutenant-governor under

governor Burgefs. Colonel Burgefs did not come over to

his government, and was fuperfeded by colonel Samuel
Shute-, upon Mr. Shuce's arrival in Boilon, 061. 4, 171 6,

Mr. Tailer's command in chief devolved upon colonel

Shute, and as lieutenant-governor he was fuperfeded by
"William Dummer, Efq-, he alternately fuperfeded Mr.
Dummer as lieutenant-governor under governor Belcher

1730 J he died at his houfe in Dorcheiler near Boflon

1732. He was a generous, facetious, good-natured

gentleman.

Samuel Shute, a military man, brother to lord Bar-

rington, was appointed governor March 14, 1 715-15,

by the follicitation ofJonathan Belcher, Efq-, a very noted

merchant of New-England, and afterwards governor

there: colonel Shute arrived in Bofton Oclob, 4, 1716,

Mr. Dummer (I cannot avoid heaping encomiums upon
him) was his lieutenant-governor; Mr. Dummer an

honeil man, his knowledge in politicks did not bias him;
he was a natural patron of his country, and his good
management in the.Indian v/ar during his adminiftration,

with fmall expence, will perpetuate his memory v/ith all

true lovers of New-England. Colonel Shute, being a

good-natured eafy gov?inor, fome ill-natured defigning

men in the houfe of Reprefentatives, attempted, by way
of precedent (if pafled) to encroach upon the prerogative;

colonel Shute, inflead of fending home, was well advifed

to carry home complaints [;c], and back them there,

\_x] Governors and other royal officers when complaints are lodged,

or to be lodged, at the boards in Great-Britain, pro or con; thefe

officers appearing at home in perfon, always turiis to their beft ac-

counts. Attorneys or agents do not anfwer fo well j many inftances

jnay be produced, but the cafe is notorious.

which
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which accordingly he did, Nov. 1722 ; being feven com-
plaints againft the houfe of reprefentatives encroaching

upon the royal prerogative, fee p. 3 79 ; he obtained a re-

drefs of all thefe complaints ; being aged not fit to go
abroad, for his good fervices he obtained a penfion of

400 /. ilerling fcr annum for life.

Upon governor Shute's going home, the chief com-
mand in the adminiftration, devolved upon lieutenant-

governor Dummer, whofe adminiflration is univerfally

celebrated, and requires no encomium of mine: he is

alive and in good health at this prefent writing •, he con-

tinued commander in chief till the arrival of governor

Burnet in Bofton, July 19, 1728 •, upon governor Bur-

net's death, Sept. 7, 1729, he was again in the chair,

until the arrival of,governor Belcher, April 8, 1730.

Wilham Burnet, Efq-, a fon of the celebrated Bifliop

Burnet of Salifbury, a noted divine, politician, antiquary,

and hiftorian ; this Mr. Burnet was Comptroller-general

of the cuftoms in Great-Britain, with a falary of 1200/.

fterling^^r annum ; he exchanged with governor Hunter
of New-York, whole health required his going home
Upon the acceffion of our prefent king George II,

Colonel Montgomery, a favourite, was appointed gover-

nor of New-York, and Mr. Burnet, in Nov. 1727, was

appointed governor of the province ofMafTachufetts-Bay

;

lie arrived in Bofton, July 13, 1728; he died there

Sept. 7, 1729, much lamented/^ When in the govern-

ment of New-York, he was ufeful in promoting natural

hiftory: by a quadrant of a large radius, and well

divided -, by a good telefcope of eighteen feet •, and by a

fecond pendulum of large vibrations, he made feveral

good aftronomical obfervations, towards afcertaining

latitudes, longitudes^ &c. in that province.

Lieutenant-governor Dummer, upon Mr. Burnet's

death, was chiefin the adminiftration for feveral months,

until the arrival of governor Belcher, Aug. 8, 1 730. Jona-

than
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than Belcher, Efq; a native of New-England, of a good

clear paternal eftate, and confequently of a true natural

intereft in the country ; in his younger days had a very

liberal and polite education, having vifited many courts ^

in Europe, and particularly was well received at the court

of Hanover. ' During his government he religioufly ad-

hered to his inftrudions : If he had been continued two

or three years longer in the adminiftration, our pernicious

fraudulent paper-currency would have all been cancelled;

whereas ever fince his difmiffion it has pejorated. He
was fuperfeded by governor Shirley's commifTion for

governor, which arrived Auguft 14, 1741. There were

by artifice feveral complaints againft governor Belcher

fent home partly from New-England, and partly, hatched

in London \ which have fmce been difcovered to be falfe

and forged. I Ihall mention a few of them : i . That he

was a friend to the fraudulent Land-Bank fcheme •, where-

as it has fmce evidently appeared, that he was offered by
the Land Bank managers, a retaining fee of fomethou-
fands of pounds (appropriated for himfelf, or a fubfequent

governor) to conciliate his countenance in the affair,

and to promote the managers to ofBces of honour, pro-

fit and truft ; with a Land-Bank promife to promote
the governor's intereft in the houfe of ReprefentativeSj

(being a Land-Bank or debtor's houfe) as to falary and
perquifites. Mr. Belcher rejedled this proffer with dif^

dain, and at one time negatived thirteen of their ele6t-

ed counfellors (here was a projection for debtors in a
legiflative capacity to defraud their creditors, by depre-

ciating the debt) and difqualified many Juftices of the:

Peace, promoters of thefe unwarrantable fchemes, and
mifchievous unlawful undertakings, as expreffed in the ait

of parliament, 1741. 2. A letter fignedby five forged

hands, to Sir Charles Wager firft Lord of the Admiralty-

Board, intimating, that Mr. Belcher countenanced the

timbermen, in cutting off mafting white pine trees, to

be converted into logs for deal-boards. 3. A fpurious

letter under a fuppofititious cover of Benjamin Colman,
Vol, I. li D.
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D. D. to Mr. Holden (a diflenter) a diredlor of the Bank
of England, and of great influence •, this letter fays, that

the concerned, are many of the principal minifters of the

Prefbyterian and Congregational perfuafion in New-Eng-
land. No figners to this letter, alledging, that their fign-

ing might be the occafion of their utter ruin by Mr. Bel-

cher, but promifej upon Mr. Belcher's being fuperfeded,

to publifh all their names. This letter intimates that

governor Belcher, by his intimacy and frequent confer-

ences with the Rev. Commiffary P—.e and Dr. C— r,

Minifters of the church of England, was contriving the

ruin of the diffenting intereft in New-England—Thefe

with fome other villainous complaints and fuggeflrions,

occafioned the removal of Mr. Belcher. Upon his going

home, he evinced all thefe complaints to be forged, falfe,

or frivolous; and the court, in the interim conferred

upon him the government of the New Jerfeys, where he

is at prefent, happy in the afFeftions of the people. A
jQiort account of the abandoned contrivers and managers

of Mr. Belcher's affair, is referred to the Appendix.

"William Shirley, Efq; a gentleman of the law, who
•had refided and praflifed law in New England for fome

yeal-s, fucceededMr. Belcher, in Auguft, 1 741, and con-

tinues governor at this writing, December, 1748. A
gentleman in the adminiftration (ante ohitum nemo^ that

is, before his political death) is not to be ufed with free-

dom ; it is a trefpafs againft the fubordi nation, requifite

in fociety : therefore I muft defer the Ihort account of

this gentleman's perfonal charafter and adminiftration

to the Appendix ; left, if applauded, it might be deemed
adulation and flattery •, or, if cenfured, may be conftrued

intoinfuit, detradion, and refentment, which are notcon-

fiftent with the charafter of an impartial hiftorian—Our;

prefent lieutenant-governor, fucceflbr of colonel Tailer,

•is Spencer Phips, Efq-, a country-gentleman, adopted

^name and heir by ad of aflembly to Sir William Phips.

Thefe;
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Thefe are the governors and lieutenant or deputy-

governors appointed at home, from the date of the new
charter 1 69 1 , to December, 1 748 ; the other royal officers,

referved by charter, to be appointed by the court of
Great-Britain are the fecretary, andjudge of vice-admi-

ralty : It may not be improper here to annex a iliort ac-

count of their fucceffion.

Secretaries. Ifaac Addington, Efq; the firfl Secre-

tary was appointed by the charter, during pleafure ; he
was a perfon of great integrity ; he died 1715, and was
fucceeded by captain Woodward, a military man, and of
good learning; Mr. Woodward refigned 1717, in fa-

vour of Mr. Willard, an honeft, upright, and pious gen-
tleman J he continues Secretary at this prefent v/riting.

The charter referves to the crown the exercife of any
Admiral court or jurifdi6lion, by commiffions to be

iflued under the great feal of Great-Britain, or under
the feal of the High Admiral, or of the Commiffioners
for executing the office of High Admiral. This court

of Vice-Admiralty confifts of a judge, a King's Advo-
cate, a Regifter, and a marihal. A fole Judge without

a Jury, in cafes of high confequence ; and this Judge
too frequently "appointed at random, feems to be an er-

ror in the coiiftitution : it is true, there may be an ap-

peal to a court of Delegates in Great-Britain.

The fucceffion of Judges, was, viz.

WaitWinthrop, Efq-, May 22, 1699, appointed Judge
of Admiralty for New-York, MaffachufeLts-Bay, Con-
nefticut, Rhode-ifland, and New-Hampfliire.

Mr. Atwood, Judge of Admiralty for the colonies of
New-Hampfhire, MalTachufetts-Bay, Rhode-ifland, Con-
Oefticut, New-York, and the Jerfeys ; . being the Nor-
thern diftrid; of Cuftom-houfe officers. He appointed,

Nov. 10, 1 70 1, Mr. Nev^ton his deputy.

Roger Monpefibn, Efq; April i, 1703,1 had a com-
miffion as Judge for New-Hampfhire, MaiTachufetts-

I i 2 Bay,
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Bay, Rhode-ifland, Connedicut, New-York, and the

Jerfeys.

Nathanael Byfield, Efq; Dec. 13,1707, had thelike

commiflion.

John Menzies, Efq; of the faculty of Advocates in

Scotland, appointed Judge, Aug. 26, 171 5, for New-
Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay, and Rhode-iiland.

Upon the death of Judge Menzies, 1728, Robert

Auchmuty, Efq; was appointed, by governor Burnet,

Judge pro tempore.

Nathanael Byfield (formerly the Judge of Admiralty)

was appointed Judge by governor Burnet •, and confirm-

ed from home, Nov. 5, 1728, as Judge for New-Hamp-
Ihire, Maffachufetts-Bay, and Rhode-illand.

The abovefaid Robert Auchmuty, Efq-, fucceeded him

Sept. 6, I'j'^Q,.

Mr. Auchmuty was fuperfeded by Chambers Ruffel,

Efq; September, 1747.

All the officers of this court of Vice-Admiralty have

a pov/er of fubftituting or deputizing. The prefent

Deputy-Judge is George Cradock, Efq-, of many years

experience in this court.

Befides this court of Vice-Admiralty, in each of the

provinces and colonies, there is a Jufticiary Court of Ad-

miralty for trial of piracies and other crimes committed

upon the High Seas : the Members of this court are

various in the various colonies ; in the province of Maf-

fachufetts-Bay, the Judges are, the Governor, the Coun-

cil, the Secretary, the Judge of Vice-Admiralty, the Cap-

tain of the King's ftation Ihips of war, the Surveyor-

General of the northern diftift of cuftoms, and the Col-

ledor of the Cuftoms for the Port of Bofton.

The furvey of the royal timber, efpecially of maft-

ing trees, extends over the Northern Provinces and Co-

lonies : the officers are appointed from home, and are

a Surveyor-General, with four fubordinate Surveyors;

the whole charge of this furvey is 800 /. fterl. per annum,

with
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with confiderable riding charges, paid by the Navy-

Office.

The officers belonging to the colle6lions of cuftoms

are from home appointed by the Treafury-Board, and

warranted by the commiffioners of the cuftoms in Great-

Britain. In this province there are but two colieftions,

Bofton and Salem.

A Deputy-Auditor, is commiffioned by the Auditor-

General in Great-Britain, to audit the Treafurer's pro-

vincial accounts ; but anno 1721, this was declared .by

the General Afiembiy of the Province, to be inconfiftent

with their charter ; it never is put in execution.

Some account of the fecond negative in the legiflature of the

province of MafTachufetts-Bay •, that is^ of the King's or

Governor's Council^ called the Honourable-Board,

THIS Council confifts of twenty-eight affiftants or

counfellors, to be advifmg and affifting to the Governor,

and to conftitute one negative in the legiflature, analo-

gous to the Houfe of Lords in Great-Britain. The firft

fet were appointed in the charter, and to continue until

the laft Wednefday in May, 1693, and until others ihall

be chofen in their ftead. . I do here infert the names of
the twenty-eight counfellors appointed by charter, where-

of there are none furviving at this prefent writing, as it

is an honour to their families or poftenty.

Simon Broadftreet Bartholomew Gidney

John Richards John Hathorn
Nathanael Saltonftall Eliffia Hutchinfon

Wait Winthrop Robert Pike

John Phillips Jonathan Curwin

James Ruffel John JolifFe

Samuel Sewall Adam Winthrop

Samuel Appleton Richard Midlecot

113 John
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John Fofter William Bradford

Peter Serjeant John Walley

Jofeph Lynde Barnabas Lothrop
Sarnuel Heyman John Alcot

Stephen Mafon Sanriuel Daniel

Thomas Hinkley Sylvanus Davis, Efqrs.

" Yearly once in every year hereafter, the aforefaid

" number of twenty-eight counfellors fl:iall be, by the ge-
" neral court or aflembly, newly chofen, i. e. of the pro-
" priecors or inhabitants in the old colony of Maffachu-
" fetts-Bay, eighteen •, formerly New-Plymouth, four ;

" formerly the province of Main, three; Duke of York's

-

" former property, lying between Sagadahock river and
" Nova Scotia, one." Two counfellors more to be

chofen at large. .

The counfellors are annually chofen laft Wednefday
of May, by a joint vote of the laft year's counfellors, and

the new houfe of reprefentatives. This negative is called

The Board.

There feems to be fome inconveniencies in the confti-

tution of this negative ; they may be intimidated by
the firit negative, the Governor, as he has a power of ne-

gativing any counfellor's election, without alledging rea-

fons •, they ftand in awe of the members of the third

negative, as to their eleftion by the houfe of reprefenta-

tives : thus they appear not to be free agents.

The Council are aflifting to the Governor (feven

makes a board) by their advice and confent in appointing

of all civil oiEcers, excepting thofe of the Finances.

The Governor and Council have the probate of wills,

of granting adminiftrations, "and of divorces ; they ap-

point a fubordinate judge of probates in each county.

The Governor, with the advice and confent of the

Council, nominates and appoints judges, commiflloners

of Oyer and 'Terminer^ fheriffs, juftices of the peace, and

other officers to our Council and courts of juftice be-

longing ; provided that no fuch appointment be made
without:
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without fummons iffued out feven days before fuch no-

mination or appointment, unto fuch of the faid coun-

fellors, as Ihall be at that time refiding within our faid

province.

Formerly, under the old charter the counfellors or

afliftants were eleded by the votes of the freemen of

the colony, as is the prefent pra6tice of the neighbouring

colonies of Conne6licut and Rhode-ifland ; but under

the new charter (as beforementioned) they are annually

chofen by a joint vote of the majority of the old board of

counfellors, and of the new houfe of reprefentatives.

—

Although their ele6tion is annual, the former counfellors

are generally continued ; laft eledion 1748, they were all

continued.

When the new charter firft took place, the allowance

or wages oFa counfellor was 5 s. per day, exchange with

London, 133/. New-England for 100/. fteriing; at

prefent their wages are 30 j. per day, exchange with

London, eleven hundred pounds Nev/-England, for one

hundred pounds fterling, Chriftmas 1748. In this pro-

portion a multiplied public paper-credit in bills has de-

preciated the New-England currency ; a vaft progreQive

lofs in all perfonal eflates, fpecialties excepted \_y'].

\_y] 'We iRuft not reckon depreciations indifferently by public al-

lowance advanced, becaufe the variation does n c obferve every where
the fame proportion, e g. the firft allovi^ance ^. counfellors was 5 s,

currency per day, at prefent it is 7,0 s. which is fix for one, deprecia-

tion allowance ; the governor's allowance was c;oo/. common cur-

rency /(?r annum, at prefent it is 9,600 /. old tenor, or common cur-

rency, which is about nineteen for one; fo much the governor is at

prefent favoured by the houfe of reprefentatives, while they tiiem-

felves accept of zos. prefent currency old tenor, for the original 3 /.

per day, which is only fix and two thirds for one. This difference in

proportions, is eafily accounted fpr, and, if requifite, ihall b? takea

notice of in the Appendijc.

I i 4 Soms
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Son2e account cf the third Negative in the legijlature of the

province of\z\ Mafrachuletts-Bay j called the Honourable

Houfe of Reprefentatives.

THE province of Maflachufetts-Bay is reprefented in

their lower houfe, not by a deputation from counties, ci-

ties and boroughs, as in Great-Britain, and in fome of the

Britiih colonies; but from certain diflrids of land or

country, incorporated by the names of townfhips, very

unequal in extent ; thus Springfield contains upwards of

100,000 acres; Medford does not exceed 2000 acres;

but generally they are the value of fix miles fquare, be-j

ing nearly 23,000 acres : their number of inhabitants]

is as various, and confifts of one to five parifhes.

The charter declares " each of the faid towns and]

places, being hereby impowered to eled; and depute two
perfons and no more, to ferve for and reprefent them
refpeftively in the faid great general court or affembly.j

" To which great general court or affembly, to be held]

" as aforefaid, we do hereby, for us, our heirs and fuc-j

" cefTors, give and grant full power and authority, from
" time to time, to dired:, appoint, and declare, what num-
" ber each county, town, and place, fhall eled and dcr^l

" pute, to ferve for, and reprefent them refpeftively, in]

*' the faid great and general court or affembly."

This laft claufe gives a very great latitude to our gCr-J

neral aifemblies to regulate the reprefentation of the]

country, i. The charter fays, each place is impowerec

to depute two perfons and no more ; Bofton is allowec

to fend four ; it is true, that equitably, confidering theirl

taxes and number of inhabitants in proportion to the]

whole colony reprefentation, they might be allowedl

to fend twenty ; but fuch proportions are not obfervedj

in Great-Britain our mother-country, perhaps for reafonsj

{z] So called, from the name of the tribe of Indians living there-j

abouts, when the Englilh firft began fettlements there.

0%
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of ftate. 2. By afts of affembly all townfhips under

120 qualified voters are reftridled to fend one and no
more, whereas by charter any townfliip may fend two.

3. The charter does not limit the number of qualified

voters in any townfhip or place conftituted, to enable

them to fend reprefentatives ; they feem to be limited by,

ads of affembly, but with this reafonable quaHfication,

that no townfhip, confiiling of lefs than eighty legal

voters lliall be obliged, that is, fined for the not fending

of a reprefentative. 4. Lately (by inflru6lion to the

•governor, or other ways, I am not certain) this province

hath conftituted townlhips, "Xvith all town or corpora-

tion privileges, excepting that of deputing reprefenta-

tives to the general affembly ; though the charter ex-

prefly fays, that they all may fend reprefentatives : it is

true, that the multiplying of townfhips, efpecially byfub-
dividing old large well-regulated townfhips, into many
fmall jangling townfhips, has been, not many years

ago, praftifed with particular views ; but has occafioned

an [<^] INCONVENIENT numbcr of reprefentatives : the

fmail townfhips, under eighty voters, being qualified to

fend, but not obliged to fend reprefentatives j upon the

emergency of a governor's, or any defigning party in-

terefl, they are prompted to fend a deputy to forward

fome party affair.

Incorporating of townfhips with all other town pri-

vileges, excepting that of fending reprefentatives, feems

to be inconfiilent with that privilege effential to the

confcitution of Great-Britain, viz. that all freeholders

\a] Maflachufetts-Bay government, though lately curtailed, at pre-

fent furamon about i 50 reprefentatives, being more than all of the

following five provinces

:

New-York 27
Eaft and Weft New Jerfeys 22
Penfylvania proper or higher 30

The three lower counties 1

8

§put|i-Carolina 42

»39

of
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oi Aps. per annum income, and others legally qualified

are to be repreiented in the legiflature andl:axation j as

in New-England there are no county reprefentations,

and as they are not in the humour of being reprefented

by counties, though agreeable to charter ;, it feems con-

fonant to the conilitution, and will, at the lame time, ob-

viate the above inconveniencies, that is, that two, three,

four, or more of thefe new or fmall Townfhips, be joined

in fending one or two reprefentatives, after the model,

fettled by the articles of Union in Great-Britain, for the

fmall Parliament-Towns in Scotland or North-Britain [^].

[^] Our Plantations in America, New-England oxepted, have been

generally fettled, i. By mal-contents with the adminiftrations from

time to time. 2. By fraudulent debtors, as a refuge from their cre-

ditors. 3. And by convifts or criminals, who chofe tranfportation

rarher than death. Thefe circumftances make the jufl: civil adminiftra-

tioii in the colonies a difficult performance. An indebted, abandoned,

and avaricious goyernor, in collufion with fuch mifcreants or villains,

is capable of doing great iniquity and damage in a province ; .therefore

the court of Great-Britain ought to be very circumfpeft, and appoint

men of probity and .wifdom for governors, the only checks ; the recom-

mending minilter, may be interrogated : Is this candidate, or his wife,

any relation, p.ircicular friend, or arnica ? But we mull not infift upon

Utopian governments.

The incident difficulties which may arife between a governor in

, high power, and a licentious people, are problems not eafily folved

;

liberty without obedience is confufion, and obedience without li-

berty is fiavery : to fupport a coercive power over a giddy people,

and to fecure the people againfl; the abufe of this power, are difficult

problems.

When the generality of a province are difgufled with their governor,

let the occafion "b*^" this difguil be any how; perhaps it may be ad-

vifeable to fuperfede him by another of equal or more virtue and

qualifications for government, efpecially where a governor's avarice

and villainy are notorious: we gave inftances in Lowther and

Douglafs.

All numerous combinations, afTociations, or partnerlhips, in an ab-

foluce Sovereignty or depending provinces, tend to the fubverfion, ruin,

or, at leaft, confufion of tlie fociety ; we have a notorious inftance of

-this in the province of MaHachufetts-Eay of New-England. Anno
1740, a combination of desperate debtors, by the bubble name

pf Land-Bank, had formed a prevailing party;, which, notwithitanding

By
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By cuftom, all eledions, provincial, county, or town,

are determined not by the major vote, but by the ma-

jority of voters ; becaufe where there are more than two

candidates, a perfon may have a major vote, though not a

majority of the voters.

The votes or journal of the houfe of reprefentatives,

is regularly printed at a public charge, one copy for each

townfhip, and one copy for each member.

The houfe of reprefentatives infift upon feveral pri-

vileges ; 1 fhall mention a few, i. The governor's in-

their being timely fiigmatized and damned by an aft of the Britifh

parliament, their influence in the afTembly continues to prevail to this

time 1749; '^'^ a lucid interval anno i 46, Journal, p. 246. the houfe

of reprefentatives, fay, *' We have been the means of efixftuaily bring-

*' ing diftrefs, if not ruin upon ourfelves." And in iummer 1748, at

the defire of the houfe of reprefentatives, a fait is appointed, " Upon
*' account o' the extreme drought, a punifiiment for many public fins

" we have been guilty of." This feems borrowed from the account of

a general fall appointed by the afTembly, praying God, " That he
*' would pardon all the errors of his fervants and people in a late

*' tragedy (meaning the affair of Salem witchcraft) raifed amongfl; us
'' by Satan and his Inftruments."

Here is an obvious political obfervation, that, notwJthftanding the

proceedings of a community, m.ay be much perverted or vitiated j

there are certain boundaries, which humanity and the natural alFeftion

which mankind bear to their progeny cannot exceed ; I flia'I give

fome few late inftances of it in this provincial government.—-J 748,

June 3, the board of council and houle of reprefentatives, in a joint

meffage to the governor, fay, " The great lofs of inhabitants for huf-
" bandry, and other labour, and for the defence of an inlan i iScntier

" of about 300 miles ; the vaft load of debt already contrafced ; and
'' the unparalleled growing charge. The annual charge of Coar-efti-
*' cut government, at this time is about 4000/. to 5000/. old tenor ;

" whereas Maflachufetts- Bay government, only about one third lartrer,

" is at the annual charge (meaning the prefent year) of jOo,; 00/ old
*' tenor. Moreover, Connetlicut is almofl; out of debt, and we are al-

*' molt two millions ih debt; insupportable DiFFicui>Tir:> !"

In the fame Journal, the houfe of reprefentatives complain, that raany
thoufands of inhabitants have been carried off from us, by the expe-
dition againft the Spanilh Weft-Indies; by the expedition againil

Louilbourg ; by forming and recruiting the two American regiments

at Louilbourg ; the proteAion of Nova Scotia; the rnaintaiamg of
provincial privateer vefTels ; and the defence of our frontiers.

llru6lion!j
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ftrudions from the fecretary of Hate, of the depart-

ment, are recommendatory, but not obUgatory upon the

reprefentatives ofthe people. New-England was no mili-

tary acquifition or conqueft of the crown (fuch acquifi-

tions, until formerly annexed to the dominions of Great-

Britain, are by the prerogative abiolutely under direftion

of the crown) but originally and efientially belonging

to the dominions of England ; and therefore ads of
parliament only are obligatory ; and no inftruftion pe-

cuniary, procured by the patron, the friend, or the

money of a governor, v/ith an arbitrary (perhaps) an-

nexed penalty, of incurring the difpleaftire of the Crowny

is ftriftly obferved. A noted and repeated inftance of

this we have in the inftruftion for a fettled falary upon
the governor ; moreover, they afferi:, " That they are

at liberty to vary from any former grants to governors,

&"€. governor Shute, a good inoffenfive man, was re-

duced from an allowance of 1200/. per ammm common
currency, to 1000/. 2. That the council may only

concur or not concur in a tax or any other money-bill.

Anno 1747, the governor infifting upon a further emiffion of thefe

depreciating bills ; the reprefentatives, though a paper-money making
houfe, could not avoid remonftrating, " If we emit more bills, we ap-
*' prehend it muft be followed by a great impair, if not utter lofs of the
*' public credit, which already has been greatly wounded*"

June 1 6, the board of council remonftrate, " The neighbouring
" provinces have been at little or no expence of money or men ; while
" this province is reduced to the utmoft diftrefs, by bearing almoft the
*' whole burden of the wars."
" With public taxes, we are burdened almofl to ruin.''

—" The
** province is at a prodigious daily charge, beyond their ftrength,"

*' Which has involved us in a prodigious load of debt, and, in a man-
** ner, exhaufled our fubftance."— 1746-7, March (4, the houi'e of

reprefentatives refolve, " That not only from the immenfe debt the
•' province is loaded with from the Cape Breton expedition, but ^Ifo

*' from the decreafe of the inhabitants; they will make no eitablifh-

*' ment the prefent year, for any forces which {hall not be ported within
*' the bounds of the province." " Should the whole ium expended
*' in the late expedition againft Cape-Breton, be reimburfed us, we
*' have ftill a greater debt remaining, than ever lay upon any one of his

" majefty's governments in the plantations."

but
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but may make no amendment •, the affair of fupplying

the treafury always originates in the Houfe of Reprefen-

tatives. 3. Not long fince all accounts of public

charges, fome very trifling, were rendred, audited, and
paffed by the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; not only at a

great unneceffary charge (our affembly-men are all in

pay) of upwards of 100/. per day, at that time, for

paffing a controverted account of a few pounds ; but

contrary to charter ; the words of the charter are,

" The affembly to impofe and levy proportionable and
" reafonable affelTments, rates, and taxes \ upon the

" eftates and perfons of all and every the proprietors or
" inhabitants of our faid province or territory ^ to be if-

" fued and difpofed of, by warrant under the hand of the
*' governor of our faid province for the time being, with
" the advice and confent of the council." Some years

lince, upon complaint home, the king in council has ex-

plained this affair.

In this article we Ihall have frequent occafion to men-
tion money -affairs, viz. emiffion of public provincial

bills of credit, called paper-money; fupplies of the

treafury, annual taxes, falaries, and other government
charges •, all which at various times have been expreffed

an various tenors ; viz. Old tenor, middle tenor, new
tenor firft, new tenor fecond, which, in the face of the

bill, is about 1 2 per cent, worfe than new tenor firft,

but from the inaccuracy of our people, and an aban-

doned negled of a proper credit, pafs indifferently at

the fame value. But that I may be the more eafily un-

derftood, I fhall, by means of a fmall table (which is

the moft concile, and diftindt manner of reprefenting

fuch things) reduce all tenors to their value in old te-

nor the original, and to this time 1 749, the denomi-
nation of common currency : and to prevent the read-

er's trouble in reducing the value of our old tenor

from time to time (as it has been generally in a pro-

grefllve itate of depreciation or pejoration) to a pro-

per
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per ftandard of exchange with London, or value per
oz. Mexico filver. The exchange with London, is loo/.

llerling for—I have added the acceflions of governors,
for the laft half century, to make it apparent how much
our paper currency has depreciated in their refpedive
adminiftrations.

Periods Exc. with Lond. I oz. Silv. Accef. of Gov.
A.D.I 702 133 6s. iod.\ Dudley

1705 lis JS. ditto

1713 150 8 J. ditto

lyi'S 175 9 J. 3^. Taylor and Shutc

1717 22-5 12 s. ditto

1722 270 14 J". Dummer
1728 340 18 J. Burnet

1730 380 20 s. Belcher

^737 500 26 s. ditto

1 741 550 28 s. Shirley

1749 1100 60 s. [<:] ditto

Exchange continues to rife rather than fall, notwith-

flanding the generous reimburfement granted by the

Britifh parliament, towards paying off our provincial

debts incurred by a private corporation adventure, in

the Cape-Breton expedition : perhaps the merchants and
others are diffident, and fufpecfl that fome fubfequent

general affembly (with the countenance of a fuitable

[c] That we may the better eftimate the differences of Maflachufetts

prefent currency from the prefent value of currencies in the other

Britifh plantations, colonies, and provinces ; we exhibit their prefent

(1748) exchanges with London.

Currency
For 100/. fieri. New-England uoo North-Carolina 1000

New-York 190 South- Carolina

Eaft-Jerfeys 190 Barbadoes

Weft-Jerfeys 180 Antigua
Penfylvania 1 80 St. Chriflopher's

Maryland 200 Jamaica
Virginia 1 20 to 125 |

750
130

170 to r8o
160

140

governor)
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governor) worfhipers of that wicked idol, the iniqui-

tous, bubbling paper- currency, may pervert the proper

application of this bounty or donation. Something of

this kind has lately been a remora at home, and has pre-

vented the province from receiving it by their agents

hitherto.

June 15, atthe commencement of the new charter ju-

rifdidlion, 1692, was enabled, A continuance of tiie local

and municipal laws of the old charter jurifdi<ftion, if not

repugnant to the laws of England, until Nov. 1 o, fol-

lowing.—The fundamental law or general political prin-

ciple of the colonies of New-England, rs, that natural

and falutary maxim, Sdus populi efi fup?'ema lex % they clo

not countenance the Havifh dodtrines of non-rehftance,

paflive obedience, hereditary indefeafible right, and the

like.

The prefent enafting llyle is. Be it enafted by the

Governor, Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives.

Thankfgivings and fails, ever fince governor Shute's

complaints, have been appointed by the governor and

council, at the deiire of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.

Becaufe all ads of affembly are required by the

charter to be fent home for allowance or difallowance,

therefore many things are done by the name of Order or

Refolve.

Late years, the governors are directed by their in-

Itrudions not to confent to bills of fundry kinds, until

they be fent home for approbation—-Thus ic is in the

parliament of Ireland.

The general affembly, by their accepting of an expla-

natory charter upwards of thirty years fince, have cur-

tailed the houfe of reprefentatives, from the privilege of

electing their own Speaker abfolutely ; that is, a power
is referved to the governor, or any other commander in

chief, to negative or difapprove any Speaker ele-fled and
prefented ; and that the reprefentatives fo afTembled,

fhail forthwith eled any other perfon to be Speaker, to

be. approved or difapproved, in manner as aforefaid :

'

' ^ as
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as alfo from adjourning df themielves, not exceed-
ing two days at a time, without leave from the go-
vernor, or any other commander in chief of the pro-
vince.

When a joint committee of both houfes is appointed,

generally one third is from the council, and two thirds

from the reprefentatives.

Although the military, are the abfolute prerogative

of the king, and of his reprefentative the governor %

the affembly, efpecially the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

do, upon extraordinary occafions, in faithfulnefs to their

conftituents, complain, and, in fome meafure, adm.onilh

the governor. We fliall produce a few late inftances.-—

1 746, The houfe, by meffage to the governor, fay, that

they fufpeft the governor's inlifling men for his Louif-

bourg regiment, out of the impreffed frontier forces :

the governor denies this, but acknowledges that he

had allowed the frontier foldiers to be iniifted in the

Canada expedition, and to imprefs men in their place.

— It does not appear to us necelTary or convenient, for

this government, any ways to concern themfelves in

building a fort at the great cai'rying-place from Hud-
fon's river to Wood Creek in the government of New-
York.—The forces, particularly upon the eaitern fron-

tiers, have been very negligent in fcouting, and all othef

military fervices \ there have been many ineffedives \ in-

habitants of feveral townlTiips, to do duty in their own
townfhips, have been iniifted, paid, and vi6lualledy

though they only followed their own private bufmefs :

" This is very abufive to the government, as well as in-

*' jurious to thefe expofed parts.*'— 1747, The affembly

reprefent " the hufbandry, manufaftures, and naviga-
*' tion ofthe province ; have fuffered much by multiplied
•' expeditions."—" We have, by our paft aftions, proved
*' ourfelves zealous for his majefty's fervice ; but our un-
*' happinefs is, that although the fame difpofition re-

*' mains, yet we are in a manner incapacitated to pro*-

" mote it for the future.
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The hoiife of reprefentatives frequently complain of

their being involved in unnecelTaryand improper charges.

1^47, April 2 1, "We apprehend that we have made
confierable grants for the protedion and encouragement
of the' fix Indian nations of New-York government, be-

yond what has been done by New-York itfelf, in whofe
borders thefe Indians are fituated.

There are many altercations amongft the three nega-
tives ; when this happens in the parliament of Great-
Britain, as it is very feldom, it is as a prodigy ; fuch dif-

ferences leflen the refped due from the people to each
negative in the legiflature. Each of thofe negatives,

.moreover, at times vary \^d'] from themfelves, by contra-

[d] Our G— r— r, for certain political reafons, which we fhall not
now dive into, fees meet to vary from time to time. Soon after his

acceffion, June, i 742, in a meffage to the houfe, he gives wholefome
paternal advice, 1. That long feffions are very expenfive to the pro-
vince. 2. He entreats them to keep the province clear of debt, which,

. jnftead of decreafing, will continually increafe their incumbrances.— 3.

1741, Auguft 17, in his firft fpeech, " A creditor, who has the mif-
" fortune of having an out ftanding debt, of the value of j oco /. fterl.

" contrafted anno 1 730, can now receive no more in our courts of
*• judicature (unlefs in a cafe of fpecialty) than the value of about
*' 650/. fterl. the great injuftice and oppreffion of which, upon the
'* creditor, has a great tendency to introduce a fpirit of diflionefly into
*• this community." 4. 1741,0ft. 14, " Reftraints uponemiffions,
" which his majefty has been gracioufly pleafed, out of his paternal
" aifeftion to his people to do, and has thereby faved this province
" from greater ruin "—" ft is the injuftice of thofe bills, which has
" plunged us into thofe difficulties— in fome fubfequent affemblies the
*' fecuring to every creditor the juft value of his debt, is a piece of
*' juftice hitherto unknown to your laws, or courts of judicature." .

5. " The province being fo long accuftomed, to eftimate province bills
** of public credi':, according to their nominal value, is grown quite in-
*' fenfible of their real value."— \ 744, Nov. 29, he well oblerves in
his fpeech with regard to multiplying paper-currency." " And can
" fuch a proceeding be thought beneficial to the country ? Can ic pof-
" fibly be deemed either prudent with refpedl to yourfelves, or juft with
" regard to your pofterityr"— 1747-8, Feb. 3, " The general difti els
" of the province, arifnig from the extraordinary enuinons of paper-
" money, whereby the value thereof, for all occafion.'- of life, is funk
*' foiow, and is ftill finking; and thereby the eftates cf orphans and
VoL.-L Kk didory
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diftory fpeeches, meflages, and reconfidering of their

votes. I write with the liberty and freedom which is

eflential to the Britifh conftitution.

" widows, and of many others who have ho remedy in their power,
** againft this growing evil, daily diminilhing ; which ihuft, in very
•* little time, bring many good families to ruin."

On the othier fide of the queflibn } we may obferv^i that, li Of late

years, the feifions of affembly, are longer and more frequent, than

ever ; for inftance, the annual affembly of 1 746, fat about thirty

weeks at the daily charge (our affembly-men are all in pay) of near

i:;o/, 2. Our provincial debt, 1741, when Mr. Belcher vvas ftiper-

feded, was about 1 30,000/. at jweient 1749-, it is about two millions.

»— 3. " The great and fudden depreciations of province-bills, is ow-
*' ing to the immoderate price of exchange and filver." 4. Jan. 1 5,

1741-2, " The inftruflion, containing a refti-ain'ing claufe it emitting

*' bills of credit, is remitted: as this is k'h alteration, which, 1 ^mper-
" fuaded (fpeech to the affembly) w'ill be very agreeable unto y6u>
** and has been occafidned thfoa^h tny acceffio'n to the govemme'nt

;

*' I nfiVntion it to you With no small SATisFAc'rioN." ^5. In '%

fpeech to the affembly, '• Froih.iyiS to lyif?, in conftant pradfce all

*' debts upon book, iiote, bond, 6r mortgiage, were difcha^rged in

" provitice bills 'penny for penny, that is, in the ttomihal fum ;

** which he deems to be equitable, becaufe both creditor and debtdr,
** tacitly run the chance of the rifing or falling of thdfe bills." N. B.

Xhis Was the common cant of the land bank inanagers and other

debtor's ; the forbearance and indulgence of creditors is ridiculed, as

much, ais if a perfon ihtrufted by another with motley Or godds,

ihould turn barikfujit, and laugh at his friend for his trult j lalledgitig,

that it 'was in his option, to truft or not truft him. How provokihg

is this to an honell man, for his good nature and cbrripaffidn, to ha:ve

his cftate firft by a jjrivate, and afterwards by a more'bpen and daring

combination of the debtors, reduced in a reverfe proportion of 12 s.

to 30 J. thie price of filver from anno 1718 to 174;, and from 36/.

to 60 J. as it is anno 1749. And af;erwdrds be laughed at as a fiUy

fool.

And in faft, how could a perfon remedy himftlf v;^ith the ftriftell

fagacityln the following cafes ? A man lets out hibney ujjon mort-

gage. May, 1745, exchange with London 650/. currency for 100/.

fterl. in the fpace of three years. May, \ 748, exchange is 1 1 oo /. cur-

rency for 100 /. fterl— a creditor all this time cannot recover his mo-
ney, becaufe by the laws of the province, near one year (by appeals

and reviews) is required to bring a bond to final judgment, and the

equity of redemption is three years more : moreover, the public loans,

and the private bank loans were conditioned at ten to fifteen years

Upon
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Upon the arrival of the new charter of the province

of MalTachufetts-Bay ; their firft general affembly,

fosrbeawnce, which, with t^ie abovefaid four years additional, makes zn
uoavo^dahle forbearance of fourteen to nineteen years : further, fome
of the. loan 1 716 (a great damage to the public) is not fued out at this

prefent writing. H6,\\? is it poffible to provide againft the continued!

great depreciatioiis duripg fo many years ? ^

As it does not belong to any provincial affembly, to explain a£ls of

parliament, hecaufe they may be deemed fufiicient to exec^te them-
felves, under the agency of the colony executive courts ; I do not pre-

tend to be a ftatefman fufficient, to account for a bill brought into our

court of legiflature yearly, for thefe eight years laft paft ; entitled,
*' A ;pill for the more fpeedy finilhing of the Land-Bank fcheme :"

as it is. never brought to an iffue, perhaps fome may call it, rather a
Bill of Grace.

Governor Shirley, in his fpeech, Odlober 14, 1741, ** Nothing is

** more eafy, than to fecure to every creditor his juft due, let the bills

*' depreciate never fo much, by enabling the king's judges to do juftice
*' tp every creditor in that particular— It is the injiaftice of our bills

*' which has plunged us into thefe difficulties." But as this advice has

not been followed or repeated, the creditors have generally fuffered in

the reverfe proportion of lixty to thirty in a few years ; fuch is the ma-
lignant nature of this depafcent ulcer, that nothing biit the extirpation

or excifion of this, can fave our body politic. Delenda (Ji,

I defire readers, not affeded with paper-currencies, may excufe

prolixity J when this vile chimaera^ or ihpnfter, comes in my way, I

c^l^not contain myfelf. „

T!hi§ fcheme for fraudulent debtors to cheat their creditors, was
firft prpjefted, anno 1714, by J. C. The maxim, or bafis was, by
njultipljed emiffions, to depreciate the npminal value of our currency:

thijs tl}e difference bgtweep the nominal value, at any time when
paid, and its real value when lent or contradled for ; was a fradulent

gain to the debtpr, and a very injurious lofs to the honeft creditor;

for inftance, annQi7i3, exchange with London 150/. currency for

iflo/. iierj.—At prefent 1749, by depreciations we are at 1 100/. qur-

yency for 106/. fterlipg, that is, in fucceffive dealings, the creditor has
loft fix in feven of his debts or contrads, which is the debtor's crafty

g?in. T^^ere were various effays made from time to time to arrive

to this (depreciation ; the laft was miraculoufly the moft fuccefs^ul.

|. Eiflitting bills of public credit, not only for the ordinary and ne-

(C#fffry cljarges of government, but for public loans to private perfons,

fvisi. anno 1 714, 50,000/. anno 1 7 1,6, i co,ooo /. anno 1721, 50,000/,
anno 1727, 6d,poo/. at long credit ; this had a confiderable effect iii

favour pf debtors, but fome inconvenjencies and inftrudions put a
i^p XS^ it, 2. Ppflponing the cancelling of emiffions : thus emif-

k k 2 or
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or legiflature, convened in June, 1692 *, in the firft place

they continued the municipal laws (not repugnant to

fions yearjy multiplied, and the cancelling of them delayed, incrcafed

this flood of a bale currency. 3. Notes of private afTociatiohs de-

figned to be upon a par, current with public bills of Credit, woilld

have multiplied this falfe currency immenfely ; but from private

complaints fent home, this was crufhed in embryo, by adl of the

Britiih parliament, 1741. 4. At length, by multiplied expenfive

expeditions, they compafl"ed their defigns to the greateft extent, or

to a ne plus ultra, which, it is to be hoped, the parliament of Great-

Britain, in their wonted goodnefs, will reftify in their prefent

feffion.

I am forry that, upon any occafion, or in any refpeft, I fhould give

offence to any particular perfon, or to any number of men : it is not

from malice or refentment : it cannot be imagined, that in courfe,

writing unavoidable hiftorical truths, I fhould defignedly and malici-

oufly refleft upon the country and its municipal jurifdidlion ; this is my
altera patria, from upwards of thirty years refidence.

However, the creatures of any miniftry at home may, from time to

time, find fault with the liberty of the prefs, which they reprefent as

licentious ; the courts of judicature, which, by good Providence, are in-

dependent of the miniftry, vindicate the prefs, if not too licentious, and
find fault with their defpotic accufers.

While I write mere fafts with proper vouchers, and in a good
light, I ufe only that liberty (not licentioufnefs) of the prefs, which
feems facred and eflTential to the Britifh conftitution ; as we have no
general intendants as in the French conftitution, every hiftorical writer

with us, may be a fort of intendant or check upon provincial admi-

niftration ; for inftance, a? the houfe of repreTentatives are the grand

inqueft of the province, efpecially as to mifdemeanors in the admi-

niltration: may 1 not take a hint from their journals, e. g. although,

as above, the colony of Connedlicut are to this province as two to three ;

Connedlicut is almoft out of debt, and we are about two millions cur-

T'^ncy in debt : the annual public charges of Connedlicut are from 4000
to 5000/. currency, tlio fe of Mafiachufetts Bay are about 400,000/.

which vaft proportional difference, is faid to be owing to the differences

in the frugality and integrity of their refpedivs adminiftration?. z.

The repieientativcs in their journals feem to complain of univerfal

infeftious corruption, <vlz. That officers, from the higheft to the loweft,

were iniquitous in their perquifites : the field officers, captains, and

others were complained againlt for extorting money from the private

men, as a commiffion of receiving their wages, and for certifying

their time of fervice j for baying their wages, or pay, at a great

difcount ; for taking money in the difcharge or exchange of impreffed

men; and for falfe incomplete mul^er- rolls. 'I'hcfe things are all

.fvifely pr -ided againft by the general afiembly, but the executive pare'4 '

the
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the laws of England) of the old charter adminiflTation,

for a few months, until a fmall body of new laws could

be formed.

By this new charter, fee p. 374. of this Summary, the

houfe of reprefentatives is conftituted in this manner,
viz. Every year, and for ever, upon the laft Wednefday
of May, and at all other times as the governor ihall

think fit, fhall be held a general court or aflembly ;

the freeholders and other inhabitants of the refpeftive

towns and places are impowered to depute two perfons,

and no more, to reprefent them in the general aflembly.

The qualification of an eleilor is 40 s. at leaft per ann^

freehold, or other eilate, to the value of 50 /. fterling.

The prelent pradice by afts or refolves of the gene^

,
ral aflembly, and by cuflom. Bofton fends four depu-
ties or reprefentatives •, Salem, Ipfwich, Newbury, Mar-
blehead and Charleftown, generally fend two each : from
the other towns which fend reprefentatives, each fends

one. We have not got into the method djrefted by
charter for two or more fmall townfhips joining, to fend

a reprefentation, which would prevent the inconveniency

of multiplying reprefentatives,' and would reftore to the

conflituted, incorporated townfhips (by charter qualified,

and by the Britifla conflitution privileged to be repre-

fented) that privilege of which they ai'e abridged by be-

ing refufed to fend a reprefentative, as we have no ge-

neral county eleftions.

By ad; of affembly, firfb year of the charter 1692,
each town, confiflin^ of thirty to forty qualified eledlors,

rnay (at their option) fend, or not fend, one reprefenta-

tive; each town of forty qualified are enjoined to fend

one reprefentative -, each town of 120 qualified may fend

of the adminiftration feems to connive ; for Inftancc, by a late a6l, " if

** any perfon authorized, Ihall exaft or take any reward, to difcharge
" or fpare any (foldiers) from the laid fervice, he Oiall forfeit ten
*' pounds for every twenty {hillings he iliall fo cisaft or take/' !o
this cafe many officers have been notorioiifly guiity, but not called to

account.

K k 2 tv/0
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tlvo reprefentativcs ; no town^ Boflon excepted (which
may fend four) is at any time to fend more than twd
reprefentativcs. Writs for calling a general affembly to

iffue from the Secretary's office thirty days before their

meeting, dire(5led to the Sele6t men, as returning officers^

the returns to be made into the Secretary's office one day
at leaft before the time prefixed for the meeting of the

general affembly—Forty reprefentativcs to conftitute a

houfe—Penalty for non-attendance 5 s. per day. All

repreferitatives, with one fon or fervant each, to have per-

fonal proteflion during their feflions, excepting in cafes

of treafon or felony.

By aft of affembly 1693, the qualifications of a voten,

for a reprefentative, is reduced from the charter quali-

fication of 50 /. fterling, principal eftate to 40 /. fterling.

—Reprefentativcs mull be freeholders and refidents in the

town for which they are chofen.

Anno 1 726, no town, under the number of fixty quali-

fied leftors, to be obliged to fend a reprefentative— 1730,
No town, under the number of eighty quaUfiedeledors,

to be obhged to fend a reprefentative—About one third

of the townffiips, which have precepts fent them, fend no
reprefentativcs.

Here we Ihall infert by way of table, the number of

precepts iffued out, and the number of members returned

to the houfe of reprefentativcs, from ten years to ten

years (to mention every year would be tedious, and of

no ufe) in each county.

The whole legiflature, for reafons bell known to themfelves, do at

times jointly vary from their former notions 6f affairs: A noted in-

ftance of this was anno 1741, afum of 127,125/. in public bills of cre-

dit to be cancelled by taxes, conform to the emitting afts of affembly-;

fo high a tax was judged inconvenient, and it was divided amongift

the three fubfequent years: anno 1748, the province being poorer

by expedition, loffes of working men, and by (hip-building, and other

articles of trade failing, the province tax for the year is enafted, at up-

wards of 400,000/. The reimburfements granted by parliament were

defigned to pay off the public bills of credit, that is, the provincial debt

contrafted by the Cape-Breton expedition.
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jsf. B. Apno 1 731, fome townfhips were taken from
the coimties of Suffolk, Middlefex, and Hampfhire ; and
formed into a new county called the county of Worcefter.

As this hiftory feems to fwell too much for the peru-

fal of the people in our infant colonies, who in general

are not bookifh, and do not apply themfelves to read

books of any confiderable bulk •, I muft forbear infert-

ing the long lift of the tp^^^nihips in MafTachufetts-Bay

provinqe.

We lha,ll here only obferve, that our townfhips or
diftri(5ts of lands, may be diftinguifhed into four forts»

I . Incorporated townfhips, which are ferved with pre-

cepts, and generally fend reprefentatives ; this year they

are in number ninety-live. 2. Incorporated townfhips,

which are ferved with precepts, but generally do not

fend reprefentatives; this prefent year they are fifty-eight:

their number being fo large, is occafioned by their po-
verty, which proceeds from their labouring young men
being taken away, that is, depopulated by multiplied

^expeditions, and their being peculated by multiplied

'taxes. Foi^nfierly our province tax was from fix thoufand

K k 4 ta
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to (in great e^figericies) forty thoufand pounds ^dr annum ;

whereas this prefent year 1748, the provincial tax upon
polls and eftates is three hundred feventy-feven thoufand

nine hundred ninety-two pounds, and cxcifes doubled :

thus they cannot well fpare 30 s. a day, the prefent wages

of a reprefenrarive. 3. Townfhips incorporated, but in

exprefs words debarred from fending reprefentatives ;

thefe are but few in number, becaufe lately introduced.

This feems anti-conftitutional (that as we have no

county-reprefentatives) perfons of good eflates real and

perfonal fhould in no manner be reprefented, as if they

were aliens, fervants, or (laves. 4. Townfhips or dil-

tridls granted to a number of proprietors, but as the con-

ditions of the grant, particularly the fettling of a certain

number of families in a limited fpace of time, are not

fully performed, they are not as yet qualified to be con-

llituted, by aft of alTembly, with all town privileges -,

of thofe there are many, efpecially in thofe lands which

lately were taken from the province of Maffachufetts-Bay,

and annexed to the crpwn in property, and to the pro-

vince of New-Hampfhi;-e in j\irifdi6lion. N. B. This

late boundary line cut off from MafTachtifetts-Bay pro-

vince, the conftituted, but not reprefented townfliips of

Rumford and Litchfield upon Merrimack river ; of

Wincheller upon Connefticut river ; with part of the

conitituted townfliips of Nottingham and Dunflable,

upon Merrimack river •, part of Groton and Townfliend ;

part of Northfield upon Connefticut river : the other

difirids or grants not incorporated annexed to New-
Hanipfiiire, were, Herrys town, Contacook, the nine

towpfhips commonly called the double row of frontier

tov/ns againft the French and their Indian auxiliaries,

the row of four townfhips upon the eafl fide of Connec-

ticut river, the rov/ of two tov/nfhips weft fide of Con-

nefticut riypr, [>] Canada to Gallop and others, Canada

fej About twenty years fince, and for feme following years, the ge-

neral afiembly pf the province were in the humour of dividing and

appropiiuting ir.oft of the then reckoned provincial or unoccupied

to



Sect. VIII. Qf Massachusetts-Bay. 505

to Sylvefter and others, Lower Afhuelot,Upper Alliiielot,

Canada to Rowley, Canada to Ipfwich, Canada to Salem,

Canada to Beverley, Naraganfei: No. 3, Naraganfet

No. 5, Lanes New-Bofton, townftiip to Ipfwich ; in all

twenty-nine grants transferred to New-Hamplliire jurif-

didion : the other granted, but not confuituted tpwn-

fhips, which remain in the province of MafTachufetts-

Bay, are, in the province of Main, townfhip to Capp^
Anne or Gloucefter, townfliip to Powers and others,

townfhip to Marblehead, Naraganfet No. 7, Naraganfet

iands ; that in cafe of future claims by the crown, iffc. by poffeffion

they might retain at leaft the property. This was provident and good
policy, and accordingly upon fettling the line between the two pro-

vinces, the property of the abovefaid diHrifts, was in the commiffion

referved to thefe poffelTors; but lately the heirs and affigns of Mr.
Mafon, original grantee of New-Hampfhire, have intimidated the

MafTachufetts proprietors, and brought fundry of them to compound
for a valuable quit-claim ; whereas, if by contribution of the prefent

proprietors (a m^re trifle to each of them) they, by petition, had car-

ried the affair before the king in council, they would have been quiet-

ed in their property, and obviated any further claims, fuch as the

claims of colonel Allen's heirs, Mr. Mafon's general alEgnee i and of
the claims of the million purchafe lately revived, which may likewife

be converted into bubbles.

Our general aflembly at that time were in fuch a hurry to appro-
priate the vacant lands, that feveral old townlhips were encoujaged to

petition for an additional new townfhip : and when they were fa-

tiated, the aflembly introduced by way of bounty to the defcendents

of the foldiers in the Indian war of king Philip (fo called) 1675, ^"'^

of the foldiers in Sir William Phipp's expedition againfl; Canada, anno
1 690. Thus nine townfliips were granted to each of thefe expeditions

;

thus no lands (excepting in the inland back wildernefs of the province
of Main) were left to recompence tlie defcendents of the particular

fufferers (the province in general was an unaccountable fufferer) in the

. unforefeen and inconceivable (becaufe rafli) expedition againft Louif-

bourg; our adminiftration perhaps did not underlland the dodrine of
phances J

but by good providence, though the chance was upwards, of

a million to one againfl; us, we gained the prize, not by playing away
men (as is the phrafe in Flanders) in being killed, but by the pokroonry
of the French garrifon. This mufl: not be underftood as detracting

from the New England militia troops, who are noted for their courage
as bull-dogs (excufe the expreflion) where they jix, they never quit

hold, until they conquerj or are cut to pieces.

'. No.



5o6 British Settlements hi America, Part II.

No. I, and Philips*s town upon Salmon Falls river; be-

tween Merrimack river and Connefticut river are Ca-

nada to Dorchefter, Canada to Ipfwich, Canada to Rockf-

bury, townlhip to Welles and others, townfhip to Salem,

Nichawoag, Pequioug, Naraganfet No. 6, Naraganfet

No. 2, Townftiend. On the weft fide of Connedticuc

river, are the grants of Fail fight townfhip, of Canada
to Hunt, and others; Naraganfet No. 4, townfliips to

Bofton, No. I, 2, 3, Upper Houfatonick, four more
Houfatonicks, and Bedford : making in all grants not

incorporated, twenty-eight in the province of MafTachu-

fetts Bay not alienated; and twenty-nine transferred as to

Jurifdidion, to the province of N.ew-Han3pfhire.

The affair of the above townfliips is variable, and of

lio permanent ufe ; but this may ferve a future curious

Jiillorian, as an accurate account for tlie ftate of the year

1749-
There are a few things, in which the houfe of repre-

"fentatives of the province of Maflachufetts-Bay in New-
England (which, in all refpeds, is the principal Britifli

colony) vary from the pradtice of the Houfe of Com-
mons in Great-Britain. I fliall mention two, which

imuft not be deemed conftitutional, as being only by

lundry a<5ts of the general aflembly, and confequenrly

if inconvenient, may be -repealed or akered by fome fub-

fequent a£t.

« . That a rreprefentative muft be a [/] refident in the

townfhip for which he is eledled. As the reprefentative

of a diftrid or townfhip fo called, is not a peculiar

agent for that townfliip, but is their quota of reprefen-

tation of the whole province in the general affembly ;,

[/] It Is feid, that anno i6g?, there were fome Bofton gentlemen,

reprefentatives for fome of the out-towns, but not agreeable to the

then Rev. I. M— th—r ; Mr. B—f—d for Briftol is mentioned ; Mr.

J/I , of great intereft with the weak governor Phipps, and with the

4evotionally bigotted houfe, procured this ad.
*^~

a gentlcr
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.a gentleman of good natural intereft and refident in the

province; a man ot reading, obfervation, and daily con-

verfant with affairs of policy and commerce, is certainly

better qualified for a legiilator, than a retailer ofrum and

fmall beer called a tavern keeper, in a poor oblcure

country town, remote from all bufmefs. Thus this

cou'ntryman will not be diverted from the moft neceffary

and beneficial labour of cultivating the ground, his pro-

per qualification, to attend ftate affairs, of which he may
' be fuppofed grofly and invincibly ignorant : thus the

poor townfliips, by gentlemen at large ferving gratis or

generouQy as the quota of the townfhip, will be freed

from the growing (in one year, from anno 1747 to 1748,

this charge v/as advanced from 20 J. to 30 j. per day)

charge of fubfifting an ufelefs reptefentative : therefore,

if this claufe of refidence in the ad of affernbly 1693, is

not abfolutely repealed, may it not be qualified in this

manner ? viz. The reprefentative, if not a refident in

the townfhip, being a refident in the province, fhall have

a rent roll of **** j)fr annum in the place, or fhall be

die proprietor of **** hundred acres in the townfhip

for which he is eleded.

iz. That counfellors and reprefentatives do ferve their

Cdttntry Upon wages. The honour and pleafure of do-

ing good, is recompence fufhcient to a patriot : thus

the province will [^] fave a very confiderable part of

\g\ As favings, that is frugality, in private oeconomy is a confidera-

ble lucration, fo it is iri the public charges of government; for in-

ftance, the taking and maintaining the fort of Louifbourg in the ifland

of Cape-Breton coll Great-Britain; confidering other unavoidable

vdft charges, not conveniently able to afford fuch an extra charge upon

a place which muft in policy unavoidably be reftored, to the great dif-

guft of the brave New-England men, who in loyalty, and patriotifm

to the Britifh nations, ventured not only their lives to the number of

upwards of 2000 ofan infant colony, dead, but their fortunes (that is

their country, notwichftanding the generous reimburfement of the

iBfitifh parliament, reduced to great diftrefs.) I fay it coil about

1 taxation
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taxation; for inftance, this prefent year 1748, the pro-

vince would have faved about 25,000/. The whole an-

nual provincial charge from the commencement of the

charter, fell fhort of this fum, until anno 1735; that

year, the rates were 31,000/. old tenor: thus in time

to come two of the negatives would be under no tempta-

tion of having their wages augmented by coliufion with

the third negative ; the governor's allowance being by

them immoderately advanced [i?].

The allowances or pay of the three negatives for their

fervices, are fettled by themfelves from time to time

;

therefore they do not fuffer by the depreciation of their

own public bills of credit. I jlhall here annex a table

(tables contraft things into a more eafy, lefs diffufed,

and therefore more djftindt view) of the pay of the three

negatives in fome fuccefTive periods, and of the province

rate •: the province polls in thefe refpeflive years, fee af-

terwards, as taken from the valuation a6ts : in about

feven years period, a valuation or cenfus is made for

proportioning the aflefrments of each townfliip or diftridt

towards the provincial rate or charge.

A. D. 1702

Covers. 7 Dudley

n. Jpr Ar
Counf. 7

pr. Day i

Repre. 7

pr. Day S

Rates.

6oo

5 J.

6ooo

17^0
Shute

( 200

'73^
Belcher

2400

1740
ditto

3600

'74?
Shirley

5400

»74'?

ditto

6000

1747
ditto

7600

6s. iO..
1

1 5 J. 18/. I 8 J. 30 J.

4^. 6 s. lOJ. 12 s. IZ J. 20 J.

6ooo 8000 39000 60000 120000 168324

1748
ditto

9600

40 f.

30/.

381672

TOO,coo/, flerling, a dead lofs to Great-Britain ; whereas a fmall ad-

ditional charge in the better garrifoning of Annapolis, Placentia, and

St. John's, with a few additional fliips of war from Great-Britain,

under the direction of an adive commander, fuch as Sir Peter Warren

or Mr. Knowles, would have not only fecured our northern colonies

and their trade againft all French armaments, the French being at that

time notorioufly weak at fea, but alfo would have cut off all commu-
nication between Old France, and New France or Canada.

\h] By aft of alTenibly, governors are exempted from rates or

ta>.es J Uiercfore fome governors eafily confent to and laugh at a high

tax.

Any



Sect. VIII. Of Massachusetts-Bay. 509.

Any well-difpofed perfon without doors may fLibmif-

fively offer advice or propofals, even after a bill is en-

aded, becaufe a6ls are frequently explained or altered

by fubfequent a6ls for the public good : all legifla-

tures and their laws ought to be facred and tenderly,

ufed, without cavilling or cenfuring. Thus in Great-Bri-

tain it has been a pradlice time out of mind for writers

not of the legiilature, freely and decently to give their

advice and fchemes. As the affair I mean is only

temporary, I jfhall fubjoin it among the annotations [/j.

[z] It is arrogant, in fome meafure feditious, and a great fin againfl

the divine inftitution of fociety, for any perfon or perfons, to exclaim
againft the afts of legiflature; the following are only fome private

fpeculations, concerning the negotiating of the late Cape-Breton ex-
pedition reimburfemenc money, and the fiidden tranjition from an im-
menfe bafe paper-cnrrency, to that good and univerfal medium of
filver-money.

1. The late a£l for receiving and negotiating our reimhirfcment

money, granted by the parliament of Great Britain, impowers Sir

Peter Warren, Mr. Bollan, and Mr. Palmer, or two of them, the faid

BoUan to be one ; perhaps the giving of a negative to Mr. Bollan,

may difguft the other two gentlemen, fo as to prevent their acting,

and conl'equently occafion a further delay oi ta.e reimhurfement ; did not

Mr. Bollan's being formerly appointed fole agent in this affair, dilguft

his fellow provincial agent Mr. Kilby, a gentleman of knowledge
and fpirit in tranfafting of bufinefs ; and occafion a memorial of
merchants and others, Sept. 21, 1748, to thetreafury of Great-Britain,

to delay the remittance of the reimhurfement money, for reafbns therein

fpeci'fied ? This delay is a damage to the country after the rate (I mean
the intereft of the money) of 1 1 ,coo /. fterling. or 1 1 0,000/. old tenor

per annum; as if fome debtors managers, ftudied methods to delay the
melioration of the denominations .of our currencies, by cloggino- the

aiFair.

2. The amount of our provincial debt (that is, of our public bill?,

or paper currency) anno 1748, was about 2,405,000/. old tenor; by
this aft, a part of it 712,000/. is to be funk by very heavy rates upon
a reduced poor people, in the years 1748 and 1749 ; and the remain-
ing 1,693,000/. old tenor, to be redeemed or exchanged by the reim-
burfement filver ; commiffion?, freight, infurance, and fome petty

charges being firft dedufted.

1 ufe the words, a poor reduced people, i. In conformity to

fbndry expreffions ufed at feveral times by the Houfe of Recrtfenta'

lives, in their meilages to the Governor, "- With public taxes we

In
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In this province there feems to be a, {landing fadtion

Qonfifling of, wrong heads and fraudulent debtovi ; this

" are burdened almoft to ruin."—" The province is at a prodigious
** daily charge beyond their llrength, which has involved us in a pro-
*

- digious load of debt, and in a manner exhauftcd our fubflance."—

•

** Although the fame difpofition remains, yet we are in a manner
*' incapable to promote it (the Britilh intereft) for the future." 2.

The lofs of about 3000 robuil, labouring young men by expeditions;

major Little, lately commander of the MafTachufetts-Bay reinforce-

inents, fent to Annapolis in Nova Scotia, in his book publifhed in Lon-
don 1748, concerning the nature of the prefent trade of our nor
thern colonies, writes, that by multiplied expeditions they had loft

7000 men, and many thoufands perverted to idlenefs. Here I may.

by way of amufement, obferve, that according to the eftimates 01

political arithmeticians, in all well fettled countries the numbers q:

males and females^ are nearly equal (fome are very particular, and
fqppofe eighteen- male births, to ieventeen female births) therefore as

we have lately by expeditions loll about three thoufand young men,
there remains with us a balance of three thoufand young women,
good breeders, but idle in that refpedl ; the Ijalance may be transferred

to fettle Nova Scotia, under the cover of fome reginjents of foldiers

lihrat muft be difbanded, which, in the interim, may be tranfported to

Nova Scotia, cantoned, and continued in pay for two or three years,

with portions of land, at an eafy quit-rent ; thus the French fet-

tiers, our perfidious fubjedts, may be elbowed out. 3. The incon^

ceivable decay of our trade and bufinefs : fiffiery and fliip-building^

$re the moft confiderable articles. Formerly from Marbjehead, our
principal cod-fiihery -port, there were about i6d filhing fchooners j

at prefent, 1748, only about fixty fchooners : formerly there have been
-upon the flocks in Bofton 7000 ton of top fail veflels ; at prefent,

not much exceeding 20C0 tons. 4. Some of our townlbips, and
confequently their proportion of taxes, have lately, by the d^termi-^

nation of the king in council, been fet off" to the neighbouring gor
vernments of New-Hamplhire and Rhode-ifland. 5. The late fud-

den and confiderably enhanced pay of the three negatives of the le-

giflature, notwithftanding exchange, filver, and neceflaries of life

(cloathing growing cheaper) being nearly at the fame price anno 1 747
and 1748.

3. Our combination of debtors, who formerly were for poftponing

of paper-money, all of a fudden, inconfiftently with their proper cha-

rafter, quidquid id eji timeoy are for finking all paper currency in th*

fpace of a year or two ; we may without breach of charity, fufped^

their hurrying the province into a ftate of confufion, that they may
fiih in troubled waters ; perhaps as paper-curre»cy arrived by 4e-

faftio^
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fadion endeavours to perfuade us, that one of our inva^

Uiabk charter privileges, is, A liberty to make papr-

grees to a vaft fum, and great depreciation; it would be more natural

to fink it gradually in the fpace of half a dozen, or half a fcoye of
years ; and by aft of parliament (not by precarious inftruftions) no more
paper-money to be emitted, a governor confenting to any fuch emiiiic^s

to be rendered incapable, and m\ilfted. Notwithftanding that I al-

ways was a profeffed enemy to all paper, a« being a bafe, fallacious,

and fraudulent contrivance of a currency, I catitiot avoid thinking, thait

this is the moft falutary method,

4. The honeft and honourable way of paying a bill, is, accord-

ing to the face of the bill ; that is, all bills with us of 6 j. in the face

of the bills, ftiould be paid in a piece of eight ; whereas, by the aft

1748, a piece of eight fhall be received in payments for t is. 6d. new
tenor; thus thefe bills in their own pernicious nature, from anno

1742 to 1748, have fuffered a drfcount of about \os. in the pound.

Mr. S—l—-y, in a fpeech or meltage in relation to the iirfi eroiffioa

of thefe new tenor bills, infinuates, that he had contrived bills whick
could not depreciate : but notwithftanding, thefe bills have greatljr

depreciated inpaffing through feveral hands ; and as it is impoffibk to

adjtrft th€ proportion of depreciation in each of thefe heads, it is un-

reafonable that the laft pofTeffor ihould have the allowance of the

fucceffive depreciations : therefore the ^ffembly in equity have al-

fowed the poffefFor only the current value. But here the affembly

feem to allow themfelves to be bankrupts at the rate of lOi. in thife

pound, from 1742 to 1748. Perhaps, if a piece of eight had been ift

^he new projection enafted equal to 12 s. new tenor, which is 48 j. old

tenor, the general price amongft merchants ; it would have been no
injollicc to the poffeiTor, it would have prevented their being hoarded

up, and the reimburfement money would have paid off about 6 pr
cent, more of our debts, that is, cancelled fo much more of our im-»

quito^s currency. iV. B. Perhaps, the Hating of a piece of eight

(feven eighths of an ounce of filver) at 6 j. currency, and one ounce of
iilver at 6/. %d. is out of proportion : the true proportio^i is d s. iQd,.

two fevcnths.

5. In place offending over the reimburfement in fot«ign filver-

coin,.if the provincial ' treafurer were empowered from home and
here, to draw partial bills for the fame upon the Bricifii treafury, or
where elfe it may be lodged ; this would - favecommiflions, infurance,

freight, and fmall charges, to the value of about t 2,000/. fterling

upon the 183,000/. reimbu-fement, fufficient to difcharge 120,000./.

old tenor, of our debts. I fhall not fay tha.t private pecuniary views,

hvx not ceconomy are in the cafe.

Upon the fuppolition of this reimburfement money being ren^itted

money.
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money^ or public hills of credit, receivable in all dealino-s

(fpecialties excepted) as a legal tender.

by bills of exchange, confuking the heft advantage of the pro-
vince; perhaps by appropriating one half of the reifnburfement for

that end, 910,000/, O. T. of our debt or bills would in the moft
expeditious manner be inftantly funk; all merchants, {hop keepers,

and others would gladly purchafe with our paper fuch good and
punclual bills preferable to any other private bills of exchange : the
other half of the reimburfement to be by the like bills of exchange
purchafed here by filver to introduce a filver currency, the only pro-

per commerdal medium ; providentially in favour of this purpofe, we
have lately had imported a capture from the Spaniards of fifty-four

chefts of filver, which the owners would gladly have exchanged for

fuch bills. All merchants and others in New-England and the ad-
jacent provinces who fend pieces of eight home as returns, or to pur-

chafe frelh goods, would be fond of bringing their filver to purchafe
fuch good bills free from all the charges of other remittances. Thus
befides a filver currency commencing, of 910,000/. old tenor va-

lue, we fhall have a remaining paper currency of 1,495,000/. to be
cancelled gradually by rates and other taxes, fuppofe in ten years, is

about 150,000/. old tenor, or 37,^00/. new tenor per annum i

thus the two years 1748 and 1749, perhaps oppreffively loaded, will

be much eafed, and the infatuated paper-currency men made eafy by
iinkins; of it gradually; with the provifo of an a6l -of parliament

prohibiting, for e'ver hereafter, any more public bills of credit to be
emitted.

This remaining 1,495,000/. paper-currency, abftradling from
the 9:0,000/. filver, part of the reimburfement, is more than a

fufficient medium for trade and bufinefs, in a quick circulation, in

the province of MalTachufetts-Bay. Let us recolleft, that in the lat-

ter part of governor Belcher's adminiftration, 1741, immediately pre-

ceding governor Shirley's acceffion, this province in its full vigour

and extent of trade, feemed to be fufficiently fupplied, by a fum not

exceeding 166,000/ a fund for taxes not affeiled, for taxes affefled

but not colleded, and for arrears of loans ; let us fuppofe a like fum
of 160,000/ from the neighbouring governments, obtained a cre-

dit of circulation with us (the four colonies of New-England hither-

to as to currencies have been as one province) makes 320,000/.

at that time filver was at zgs. per ounce, at this time, 1748, it is

58^. per ounce; therefore upon this foundation we muft fuppofe

640,000 /. old tenor value, the medium fufficient or requifite for

our trade and bufinefs; whereas we have allowed 1,^95,000/. old

tenor value, being more than double that fum, to remain for a paper

currency.

3. Tov/nfliips



Sii CT, VIII. 0/ Massachusetts-Bay. 513

\ 3. By charter all vacant or not claimed lands were

vefted in the colledive body of the people or inhabi-

tants j and their Reprefentatives in General Court af-

fembled, with confent of the Governor and Council,

make grants of their provincial lands to a number of

private perfons, to be incorporated, upon certain con-

ditions, into townfhips : there are alfo fome peculiar

grants which, after fome years, are by a6ls of affembly

annexed to fome neighbouring townfnip.

If, in granting thefe lands, they had been fubje6ted

to any eafy quit-rent to the province, thefe lands would

iiave fettled compa6lly, and improved fooner ; whereas,

at prefent, fome proprietors of large trafts of lands do

not fettle or fell, becaufe being at no charge of quit-

rent, and not in the valuation of rates or taxes for the

provincial charge of government ; they chufe to let

them lie unimproved many years, for a market. That
this might have been prafticable, appears by lands in

the townfhip of Hopkinton fubjeded to an annual quit-

rent for the benefit of our provincial feminary, called

Harvard-College j which, notwithftanding of quit-rent,

is well fettled and improved; the Rev. Mr. Comimiflary

Price is their prefent miffionary miniiler, and is a con-

fiderable proprietor there under quit-rent.

The townlhips are generally granted in value of fix

miles fquare (fome old grants of townlliips are much
larger) to be divided into fixty-three equal lots, viz.

One lot for the firlt fettled minifter as inheritance ; one

lot for the miniftry as glebe-lands ; one lot for the

benefit of a fchool ; the oth'er fixty lots, to fixty perfons

A ftranger may think it unaccountable, that in the beginning of go-

vernor Shirley's adminiftration, anno 1741, the projefted fpeedy can-

celling of about 130,000/. old tenor bills by the taxes for J74i,rnould

be judged too oppreffive for one year, and was therefore divided

amongft three fubfequent years; whereas the 10:5,000/. new tenor,

or 412,000/. old tenor, taxes of 1748 (although we hav^e the reim-

burfement money to alleviate this grievous weight) towards the end

of his adminift: ation, is not lightened.

Vol. I. LI or
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or families, who lliall, within five years from the grant,

'

ereft a dwelling-houfe of feven feet ftud, and eighteen'

feet fquare, with feven acres cleared and improved, fitl

for mowing or ploughing; to eredt a houfe for public!

worfhip in five years, and maintain an orthodox mini--

fter. Every townfhip of fifty, or upwards, houlholders,

to be conftantly provided with a fchool-mafter, to teach-

children and youth to read and write ; penalty for neglefi:

20 /. per annum : as alfo if confiding of 100 or upwards
houfholders, they are to maintain a grammar-fchbol

;

penalty 30/. per annnm^ if confifling of 150 families ;

penalty 40/. if confifling of 200 families ; and higher

penalties pro rata.

In each townfhip, by a general a6t of affembly,

there are conftituted certain town-officers to be defied
at a town-meeting annually in March. I fhall inftance

Bofton; for the year 1748 were chofen the following

officers:

Town-Clerk Hayward
Seven Seled-Men Ten Cullers of flaves

Town-Treafurer Ten Viewers of boards,

TwelveOverfeersofthepoor fhingles, l^c.

Seven AflefTors Four Hogreeves
Ten Firewards Twelve Clerks ofthe market
Five Sealers of leather Two AfTay-Maflers

Six Fence-Viewers Six Colleftors of taxes

A Surveyor of hemp Twelve Conflables.

Informers of deer

Any mao rateable for 20/. principal eflate to the pro-

vince-tax, poll not included, is quaUfied to vote in town-

meetings, excepting in the choice of reprefentatives,

which requires a qualification oi /^os. per annum freehold,

or 40 /. fterling perfonal eflate.

Sometimes portions of adjoining townfhips are by
afls of affembly incorporated into a parifh or precindl,

for the better conveniency of attending divine fervice ;

A
'

bur
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but in all other refpedls, excepting in minifterial rates,

they belong to their original townfhips.

The plantations and farms in the old townfhips near
Bofton, are generally, become fmall, occafioned by a
provincial ad of afiTembly, which divides the real, as

well as the perfonal, eftate of inteftates, amongil ail the

children or collaterals : our people are much bigotted

to this province-law, and choofe to die inteftate. This
humour is not without its advantages, e, g. where a
farm thus becomes fmall, the pofTeffor cannot live by
it, and is obliged to fell to the proprietor of fome ad-
joining farm, and move farther inland, where he can
purchafe wafte land in quantities at an eafy rate, to the

enlarging of our country improvements. Thus in the

former townfliips, which now compofe the county of
Worcefter, about forty years fince, there were not exceed-

ing 200 families ; whereas in the lail valuation 1742,
there were found in that county about 3200 taxable white

male perfons -, but our multiplied expeditions fince that

time, have diminifhed them much.
The civil are officers annually chofen by a joint vote of

the Board or Council, andHoufe of Reprefentatives, and
with the confent of the governor are appointed.

The Treafurer or Receiver-General,

The General Impoft-Office.

The General CommiiTary for foldiers, their provifions

and ilores, and for Indian trade.

The Attorney-General.

Colleftors of Excife, one for each county.

Public Notaries for the ports of
Bofton Newbury Cafco-Bay

Salem Plymouth York County
Marblehead Barnftable Duke's-County
Gloucefter Kittery Nantucket.

N. B. The Attorney- General is annually chofen ; the

Governor and Council pretend to bave the fole privilege

of appointing him ; the Houfe of Reprefentatives hi-

L i 2 therto
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therto have not given up this point, but the perfon ap-

pointed by the Governor and Council is the a6ling officer.

Becaufe all a£ls of aflembly are required to be lent

home for allowance or difallowance ; therefore fome
tranfadions formerly have paffed by way of Order or

Refolve only.

A member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives is fined

20 J. old tenor, for every day's abfence, without leave or

good excufe.

Every feflion there is a committee appointed to pre-

pare a lift of the travel (twenty miles travel is the fame

with one's days attendance) and attendance of the mem-
bers of the houfe for the feffions.—Their wages are paid

out of the general provincial fupply or bills of public

credit, emitted for the ordinary and extraordinarycharges

of the province for the year \ the bills of this article are

drawn in again not by a general provincial rate or tax,

but by a peculiar rate impofed upon the feveral towns

who fend reprefentatives.

The townlhips that have precepts fent to them, but

make no returns, are liable to be fined at the difcretion

of the Houfe •, but are generally excufed, and perhaps

out of fifty delinquents (fome are excufed by law, as be-

ing under the number of eighty families) very few are

fined. This article, though very fmall, is one of the

articles for calling in the public bills of credit from year

to year.

Perhaps an alTembly grant, as is the prefent pradice,

in the beginning of every year's adminifbration of a

Governor for his fervices to be done during the next fub-

fequent year, may be thus qualified •, to be paid after

twelve months, if the prefent Governor's life or admini-

ftration continue fo long, otherwife in proportion to the

lime of fervice. We have a remarkable inftance of this

in the worthy Governor Burnet ; fome fliort time before;

his death, there was a vote of 6000 /. for the laft year

and current year's lervice, which, for want of concur-

rence, did not take place 5 foon after the commence-
ment
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ment of the then current year. Governor Burnet died,

and his heirs received only 3000/. old tenor, for all

his fervices, being for about thirteen months : thus the

province honeflly faved about 3000/.

1'he Executive Courts.

BY charter the General Affembly are allowed to cre(5t

judicatories, to hear and determine concerning pleas,

whether real, perfonal, or mixt; and all manner of

crimes capital or not capital.

In perfonal adlions, v/here the matter in difference

doth exceed the value of 300/. fterling appeals are al-

lowed to the king in Privy Council, providing fuch ap-

peal be made in fourteen days after judgment given;

and that before fuch appeal be allowed, fecurity be

given by the appellants in the value of the matter in

difference, with cofts and damages, but execution not to

be ftaid.

See the prefent charter, pag. '^j ^.

Our judicatories in civil actions are thus conftltuted

:

r. All aftions under 10/. old tenor, which may at pre-

fect be about los. fterling are at firft inftance cognizable

by a [k'] Juftice of Peace. 2. From thence lies appeal

to an inferior court, or country court of common pleas ;

this court feems to be of no great [/] confequence, and

generally ferves, without much pleadings, only to

tranfmit it to the fiiperior or provincial court, perhaps

the moft upright of any in our national plantations or

[^] It has hitherto been too much a praftice to multiply the number
of the Juftices of the Peace : This, amongft other inconveaiencies (?<! an
old country Juftice wellobferved) " depreciates the former credit of a
" Juftice, as the multiplying of our public bills of credit depreciates our
' currency." May not afts ofaflembly be made from time to time, lo

limit the number of Juftices in each county, and their qualifications be
under fome regulation ?

[/j The fmallnefs of court-fees multiplies lavv^fuits, and is a fnare

for poor people to become litigious.

L, 1 3 colonies. .;



5i8 British Settlements in America. Part II,

colonies : all a6lions not exceeding the value as above,
muiit originate in the inferior courts. 3. From the in-

ferior court of common pleas, there is appeal to a fu-

perior or provincial court in their circuits ; this is alfo z.

court of oyer and terminer irj criminal affairs. 4. From
this court there is a review to the fame court of Judges,
but of another jury. 5. There Jies a privilege of petition-

ing the General Aflembly, as a court of error, upon pro-

per allegations, to order a rehearing before the fame
fuperior court : perhaps a court of delegates would have
founded better.

The courts of general quarter- feflions, and inferior

.coyrt of common pleas, are held at the fame place and
time, and according to the laft general appointment 1743,
are as follow, per counties

:

"

Suffolk

EfTex

Middlefex

Hampihire

Worcefler

Plymofitl]

Barnftaple

5 At Bpfton. Firfl Tuefday of January,

\ April, July, and Odbober.

Salem. Second Tuefday of July ; laft

Tuefday in December.

I
Newbury. Laft Tuefday in September.
Ipfwich. Laft Tuefday in March.
Cambridge. Third Tuefday in May.
)Charleftown. Second Tuefday in De-

cember and March.
Concord. Laft Tuefday^ in Auguft.

' Springfield. Third Tuefday in May
^

laft Tuefday in Auguft.

)
Northampton . Second Tuefday in Fe-

bruary and November.
Worcefter. Firft Tuefday in Novembei:

and February, Second Tuefday iq
* May, Third Tuefday in Auguft.

Plymouth. Firft Tuefday in March,
' Third Tuefday in May, September,

and Deceniber.

Barnftaple. Laft Tuefday in June,
* Third Tuefday in March, Oftober^

[
and January.

"

Briftoj
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„ -n , CBriftol. Second Tuefday in March,

1 June, September, and December.

CYork. Firft Tuefday of April, July,

York ii^ Oflober, and January.

^Falmouth. Firll Tuefday in O6tober.

TA T /-. ^ CEdgartown. Firft Tuefday in March;
Duke s-County |

S^
^^^^^^^ i„ O^^^^^/

T^
I

j" Sherburne. Laft Tuefday in March,

\ firft Tuefday in October.

the fuperior courts of Judicature and Ajfzes.

S fF 11

^Bofton. Third Tuefday in Auguft

\ and February.

P rt. Y Salem. Second Tuefday in November,

\ Ipfwich. Second Tuefday in May.

Middlefex \ ^^"^bridge. Firft Tuefday in Auguft.

\ Charleftown. Laft Tuelday in January,

Hampfhire j Springfield. Fourth Tuefday in Sep-
^ \ tember.

Worcefter
fWorcefter. Third Tuefday in Sep-

1^ tember.

Plymouth < Plymouth. Second Tuefday in July.

oXvCouTty {^^^"^^Pl^- ™^^ ^"^^^^"^ ^" J"^)^-

Briftol < Briftol. Fourth Wednefday in O6lober.

York < York. Third Wednefday in June.

By a6t of aftembly, occafionally, but not ftatedly, the

times of the fitting of thefe feveral courts are varied.

And, in general, as thefe courts may from time to time be

varied by a6ls of the provincial general affembly, the above

is only a temporary account.

The Juries never were appointed by the Sheriffs of

the counties \ every townfhip of the county at a regu-

larly called town -meeting, eleded their quota for the

county J but as fome evil, defigning men, upon particu-

lar occaXmns, olEciouily attended thefe townlhip-meet-

L I 4 ing3»
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ings, in order to obtain a packt or partial Jury ; lately

the Jurors are by lot, being partly by chance, partly by
rotation. N. B. The privilege of Juries feems to give

the people a negative, even in the executive part of the

civil government.

In each county the Governor and Council appoint one
,,

High-SherifF with a power of deputizing, and any num-,
ber of Coroners.

The Judges of the feveral courts, appoint the Clerks

of their feveral courts, but generally conform to the re-

comm.endatiop from the Governor. N. B. Judges fhould

be independent of, and in no refpedt under, the diredion

of a king or of his Governor.

The other civil courts; fome are appointed immediate-

ly by charter ; a court for probate of wills, and granting

adminiftrations, which is veiled in the Governor and

Council J they appoint a fubfiiitute, called the Judge of

Probate, with a Regifter or Clerk in each county, from

which there lies an appeal to the Ordinary, the Gqver-

nor and Council. 2. In time of war, a Court- Martial

by commifiion from the Governor, with confent of the

Council, to exercife the Law-Martial upon any inha-

bitants of the province—Some are by commiffion from

the court and boards in Great-Britain ; i. A court of

Vice-Admiralty, fee p. 483. 2. A jufticiary CoOrt of

Admiralty for trial of pirates, &c. fee p. 484. All thefe

have occafionally been formerly mentioned.

Generally in all our colonies, particularly in New-
England, people are much addifted to quirks in the law,

a very ordinary country man in New-England is almoft

. qualified for a country-attorney in England.

In each county, befides the civil officers appointed by
Governor and Council, and the military or militia offi-

cers appointed by the Governor as Captain -General, there

is a County-Treafurerand County-Regifter, or Recorder

of deeds or real conveyances ; thefe are chofen by a joint

written vote of the qualified.voters in each town-fliip of

the copnty, and forted in the next fubfequent quarter

leflloni:
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feffions for the county. The County-Treafurers yearly

render and pafs their accounts with a committee of the

General-Affembly.

I'axes and Valuations.

THE provincial taxes of Maffachufetts-Bay, confift

of three articles, Excife, Impofl', and Rates.

I. Excife. By a6l of Affembly, after June 29, 1748,
for the fpace of three years (the excife [/] is farmed for

three years) the following duties, old tenor, jfhall be paid,

being double of the former excife.

Every gallon of brandy, rum, and other Ipirits dif-

tilled, 2 s.

Wine of all forts, 2 J.

Every hundred of lemons or oranges, 20 s,

Limes, 8 s.

The vender or retailer to fwear to the account by him
rendered to the farmer ; 2.0 per cent, for leakage to be al-

lowed duty free.—Penalty for retailing without licence

12/. toties quoties ; retailers are deemed fuch as fell

fmaller quantities t:han a quarter- caflc or twenty gallons;

the taverners, innholders, and other retailers, are not to

plead their licence for vending in any other houfe, be-

fides that wherein they dwell. Formerly the Colledors

were chofen by the General Affembly ; at prefent the

Farmers are the Colleftors.—Licences are from the quar-

ter-feffions of the county, by the recommendation of

the feled; men of fhe town-lhip, where the taverner or

retailer lives.—The Farmer is accountable to the Trea-
furer once every year.

The excife for three fucceffive years from 1748, is

doubled ; this with the increafe of our rioting and drun-

kennefs, introduced partly by our idle military expedi-

tions, has increafed the revenue of impofc upon liquors

[/] Bofton, with the reft of the county of Suffolk's excife, is farmed
for J 0,000/. old tenor, being about 1000/. ii^xV\ng per annum.

imported.
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imported, and excife upon home confumption, but much
to the dainage of private famihes, and the oeconomy of

the country in general.

The impoft and excife of 171 o, 1711, 1712, did not

exceed a fum of 7000 /. old tenor.

171 5 were eflimated at 7000 /. old tenor.

1726 impoft 5200/. Excife 3600/.

1747 Excife, impoft, and tonnage 17,616/.

1748 33^480/.

2. Impoft the tonnage by ad of AfTembly, June

1748: for one year; fait, cotton-wool, provifions, the

growth and produce of New-England ; prize-goods

condemned in any part of the province, and goods from

Great-Britain, are exempted from impoft.

The impoft payable, is

Wines from the Weftern Iflands per pipe 4 /. old tenor.

Madeira, and other forts 5 /.

Rum per hogfhead of 100 gallons 4/.

Sugar 2 s.

M^lifles 16 d,

1 obacco 2 /.

Logwood per ton 3 s.

All other goods ^d. for every 20 s, value.

Foreign goods imported from other places, than that

of their growth and produce, to pay double impoft.

Upon re-ftiipping for exportation to be drawn back

per pipe of Weftern Iflands wine 3 /.

Madeira and other forts 3/. 12 s.

per hogftiead of rum 3 /.

For liquors allowed 12 per cent, for leakage, and de-

cayed liquors, or where two thirds are leaked out, Ihall

be accounted as outs free of duty— Stores may be al-

lowed to the mafter and feamen, not exceeding 3 per

cent, of the lading.

The general Impoft-Officer or Receiver may appoint

Deputies in the out-ports ; the general Impoft-Officer^

his falary is 200 /. old tenor ; and to each Deputy in

the out-ports, not exceeding 40/. ol4 tenor /'^r ^»»«?».

AU
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All forfeitures are one half to the province, and half to

the informer •, the informer's part to bear the charges

of fuit—The fee to the Impoft- Officer, for every fingle

entry, is 2 s.—Matters of veffels to report their veflels

and cargoes within the fpace of tv/enty-four hours.

All veflels not belonging to Great-Britain, Penfylva-

nia, Eail and Weft Jerfeys, New-York, Connecflicut,

New-Hampfhire, and Rhode-ifland, or any part of a

veflel not belonging as above, ifhall pay every voyage a

pound of good piftol powder per ton, called tonnage.

The naval officer is not to give letpaffes to any veflel

putward bound, 'till impoft and tonnage is certified as

jpaid.

3. Rates are taxes upon polls and eftates ; polls are

all white men of 1 6 ^t. and upwards ; eftates are real,

perfonal, and faculty, or income arifing from their trade

and bufinefs.

At the commencement of the new charter, the tax-

ation was by— number of rates ; a Angle rate was 12 J.

poll, and id. upon 20s. principal eftate •, fix years in-

come of eftate real, perfonal, and faculty, is deemed as

the principal. Anno 1692, to pay oft^ Sir William

Phipp's unfuccefsful Canada expedition, a tax of 1 o j.

poll, and one quarter value (is 5 s. in the pound) of one

years income of eftate, real, perfonal, and faculty, was

computed to raife 30,000 /. [m]. At this time the poll is

generally 3^. upon every 1000/. rate, and for every

J 2 d. poll, I d. rate.

[m] About twenty years after the New-England revolution, anno

1710, towards the charges of the expedition againft Port-Royal, now
Annapolis-Royal, the quotas of the four New-England colonies for

every 1000/. was in this proportion.
'

I. s. d.

Maffachufetts-Bay 638 79
Connefticut 194 14 3 half-penny

E-hode-ifland 1 1 1 5 3 half-penny

New-Hampfhire 55 iz 6
At prefent, 1749, Conne£licut much exceeds that proportion in men,
and Rhode- iiland much exceeds that proportion in eiFecls.

Afi^eflTors
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A0*eflbrs are to eftimate houfes and lands at fix years

income, as they are or may be let, Negro, Indian, and

Mulatto flaves, proportionably as other perfonal eftate ;

an ox of four years old and upwards at 8 /. old tenor ;

a cow of three years old and upwards at 6 /. ; a horfe or

mare of three years old and upwards at 8 /. -, afwine of

one year old and upwards at g2 j. ; a Iheep or goat of one

year old and upwards at iis.

As townfhips, in like manner as private perfons in

procefs of time, alter their circumftances ; for the

more equal adjuftment of their quotas of taxes, there

is after a number of years (generally once in feven years)

a luftration or cenfus, called a valuation, made through-

out the province •, there is, anno 1 749, a valuation on

foot, laft valuation was 1742 j there were valuations

1734, 1728, &c. Wefhall here infert the valuations of

each county, and of fome of the townfhips the higheft

and the loweft valued, as a fample of the whole ; being

their proportions in every 1000 /. rate.

Before 1 278 Since 1742,

Counties of Suffolk 287
Effex 198
Middlefex 171

Hampfhire 55
Plymouth 77
Briftol 95
Barnftapje 66

York 37
Duke's County 11

Nantucket 1

3

Worcefter

268

196

138

54
79
96
42

'I

6
60

Before 1728,

Bofton 1 85
Salem 27
Ipfwich 26
Newberry 2 2

Marbleh. 20

Charleft. 17

Dartn]. 16

Hadley 5
Stow 3
BelHngham
Townfhend

Since 1742.
An.1734.

743 180
28 SO
28 27
23 26
20 19

•9 13

14 '5

5 & half ?

3 2 half

2 I

hMf

Worcefter, July lo, 173 1, was taken out of the counties

of Suffolk, Middlefex, and Hampfhire.

The AfTelTors may abate or multiply upon particular

rates, fo as make up the fum fet upon each town or

diftria.

The exempted from polls and rates, are, the Governor,

Lieutenant-Governor, and their families ; the Prefident,

Fellows,
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Fellows, and Students of Harvard-college •, fettled mi-

nifters and grammar fchool-mafters ; and perfons by
age, infirmities, and extreme poverty, to be deemed as

invalids.

Taxes may be paid, not only in public bills, emitted,

but in certain fpecies [n] of goods, formerly called ftock

in the Treafury -, but as thele goods are receivable in the

Treafury, at a value not exceeding half their market--

price, it cannot be fuppofed, that thefe goods will be

brought into the Treafury : thefe goods are, coined filver

and gold, merchantable hemp, merchantable ifle of Sable

cod-filh, bar iron, bloomery iron, hollow iron ware, In-

dian corn, winter rye, winter wheat, barley, barrel pork,

barrel beef, duck, long whale bone, merchantable cor-

dage, train oil, bees wax, bayberry wax, tried tallow,

peafe, fheeps wool, and tanned fole-leather.

The ways and means are apparently very eafy, but in

confequence ruinous^ being only a manufa6lure of pub-
lic bills of credit, without limitation of quantity, not in-

cumbered with any intereft, and not to be redeemed till

after many years ; that ftrangers may have a diftin6t view

of our depreciating csconomy, I fnall annex a table of
our prefent currency in bills, v/hich is our only fund, as

theyftood Chriftmas 1748, The lateral left-hand co-

lumn, is the times when they were emitted ; the top line

is the periods at which they are redeemable.

[«] In the firft years after the New-England revolution, at the firft

cmiffion of the fraudulent public bills of credit, as a currency

;

their tenor was—This indented hill of ***** due from the Mafachu-
fetts- Colony to the pofjejjor j'hall be in 'value equal to money ; and Jhall

be accordingly accepted by the Treafurer, and Receiversfulgrdinate to himj

in all public payments, and for a-ny Jiock at any time in the Treafury

.

Bofton in Ne^w-England, February the third, i 6go ; By order of the Ge-
neral Court. At that time the ways and means to fupply the an-

nual charges of government was by fo many iingle rates (as in

Germany by Roman months, and in Scotland by months cefs) whereof
a certain proportion was receiveable at the Treafury in money, and, a
certain proportion in produce and goods enumerated, and at a fixed

price, which were called ftock in the Treafury to be fold for provincial

bills.

To
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This table is reduced to old tenor, becaufe our cur-

rent way of computing is by old tenor ; the denomina-

tions of middle tenor and new tenor, are too whim fical

and captious to take place. Thus the debt of the pro-

vince, exeunte 1748 was 2,466,712 /. contrafted in the

fpace of four years, by projefting whimfical expeditions

(lucrative to the projeftors, but pernicious to the pro-

vince) from certain applications, not rejefted at home by
the miniftry, becaufe the populace are pleafed and amufed
with expeditions.

There mull be a confiderable addition to the taxes

of every year, fubfequent to 1 748, for the annual charges

of government.

The cancelling of bills each year is by four different

funds; thus the fum of 415,512/. bills of old tenor is

brought in.

But excife, impoft, and tonnage ^. 33,480
Fines of townlhips delinquent in reprefen-

tatives 360
Polls and rates 364,000
TQwnfhips tax for reprefentatives of lail

year 17,672

Total 415,512
The town of Bofton paid of that year's tax

Our annual fupplies or appropriations are in fundry

articles; thus of the 400,000/. old tenor emifilon anno

1748.

For garrifons, armed velTels, forces upon the eaftern

and weftern frontiers £. 1 60,000
Warlike (lores and commifTaries difburfments 136,000
Allowances and grants 72,000
Expended where no eftablifhmenc 1 2,000
Contingencies 2,000
Reprefentatives wages 1 8 ,00a

Total
jf. 400,000

Not
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Not long fmce there were extra (immenfely chargeable)

articles of expeditions to Cape-Breton, Canada, i^c. [0].

In gratitude, we ought not to forget the compaffio-

nate goodnefs of the parliament of Great-Britain, the

parent of all our colonies. The expences of the pro-

vince of Mafiachufetts-Bay, in taking, repairing and

fecuring of Louiibourg on Cape-Breton, till May 1 746,

[fl] To reprefent at one view the vaft depreciated promifcuous pa-

per currency, or rather public debt of the colonies of New-England,

as it is at prefent.

Emitted by Maffachufetts-Bay £. 2,466,712
Connefticut about 281,000
Rhode-ifland about 550.OGO
New-Hampfliire about 450,000

Thus the prefent depreciated ( 1 o for i fterling in round numbers)

New-England paper currency is about 3,748,000 /.

The- parliament reiraburfements on account of the reduftiort of

Louifbourg, when received will cancel to Maffachufetts-Bay about

£,' 1,8:; 6,490
Connefticut 280,000
Rhode-ifland 63,000
New-Hampfhire 163,000

£. 2,^2,3QO

There will remain about 1,405,000/. New-England currency ; to this .

mull be added about
1^
per cent, deduced from the reimburfement

money for charges of receiving and tranfmitting about 1 17,000/. is

nearly one million and a half remaining currency.
" Connefticut (that colony is managed by men of wifJom and pro-

bity) has not much more outftanding public bills of credit, than their

reimburfement grant from the parliament may redeem.

New-Hampflhiire has about 450,000/. old tenor value ; their reim-

burfement, may fmk in round numbers, about 150,000/. there will

remain about 300,000 /. About one third of the whole was lent to

the inhabitants upon mortgages to thi; government at a long period ;

the remainder, excepting fome fmall furns for the charges of govern-

ment, was iffued towards the late abortive Canada expedition, and has

BO other fund for drawing it in again, befides fome expectations of be-

ing reimburfed the Canada expedition charges.

Rhode-ifland may have about
5 50,000/. old tenor, whereof 75,000/.

will be funk by bills of exchange drawn on their agent, on account of

the Canada expedition; 60,000/. will be funk by the Cape Bretoa

reimburfement; there will remain about 41 5,000/. lent upon mort-

gages (of long periods, reaching fo far as anno 1763) to tlxe govern-^

ment.

when
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when his majefty's regular troops arrived there to de-

fend it, amounted to 261,700/. new tenor paper New-
England currency, which, according to the exchange of
that time, amounted to 183,649/. fterling; but when
the accounts were fent home, oiir currency was fo much
depreciated, that the 261,700 /. new tenor, was m,

value equal only to 104,680/. fterling; making a differ-*

ence of 78,969/. fterling. This produced a queftion at

court and in parliament ; whether the faid province

ought to be paid a fterling fum, equal in value, to the

fum in bills of credit, expended upon the expedition^

according to the value of thefe bills at the time the ex-

pence was contra6led, or only a fterling fum, equal to

the value of thefe bills in their prefent depreciated ftate ?

In goodnefs they determined according to the favourable

fide of the .queftion, and allowed us the full fum of

183,649 /. fterling.

Number of, inhabitants^ produce^ manufa^uresy trade, and
mifcellanies.

INSTEAD of imaginary eftimates, I conceived it

might be of better credence to adduce loofe records and
public accounts of things.

-Before I proceed, I mufl: make this general remark

;

that our forwardnefs towards expeditions may have oc-

cafioned the court of Great-Britain to deem us felf-fuf-

ficient ; from 1739 to 1749, in the Spanifh and French

war, Great-Britain fent us only the Succefs, a fixth rate

man of war for a few months ; whereas in times of the

profoundeft peace we had a conftant ftationed man of

war from Great-Britain. Our provincial armed veflels

at a great charge, beftdes their ferving as tenders to •

the Britifti fquadrons in the affair of Cape-Breton, their

only fervice feems to have been the eafy capture of a

French privateer ftoop captain De la Brotz, no man kill-

ed on either fide ; the fault was not in the New-England
men (they are always forward in fervice) but in the ma?
nagement perhaps.

Vol. I. Mm Anno
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Anno 1656, we had three reghnents miUtia, Suffolk,

Middlefex, and Eflex-, anno 167 1, three more regiments

were formed, viz. Norfolk or Pifcataqua, Yorkihire or

province of Main, and Hampihire upon Conne6ticut

river; Pifcataqua regiment is now in the province of

New-Hampfhire, the other two continue undivided large

regiments (perhaps Yorkfhire regiment has lately been

divided) anno 1748, Hampfhire regiment, colonel

Stoddard, was about 2600 ; York regiment. Sir William

Pepperell, 2755 -, thefe, with Bofton regiment colonel

Wendell of 2500 men, are large enough to be fubdivided

into battallions.

Anno 1 706, the militia of MalTachufetts-Bay in their

addrefs to the queen call themfelves twelve regiments.

Anno 1 711, Admiral Walker upon the Canada expe-

dition, demanded of the government of Maflachufetts-

Bay, a fupply of failors ; the governor and council re-

prefented, that their ordinary garrifons, forces upon the

inland frontiers, and men detached for the Canada ex-

pedition, were upwards of 2000 men, which are more
than one fifth of the fencible men of the province.

In the fpring anno 1722, the fmall-pox being over,

by order of the Seled:-men, Mr. Salter made a perluf-

tration of the town of Bofton; he reported 10,67® J
fouls ; this fmall-pox time 5980 perfons were feized ^

with this diftemper whereof 844 died, and about the

fame number fled from Bofton : thus we may eftimatc

about 12,000 people in Bofton at the arrival of the

fmall-pox. After twenty years anno 1742, by anew
valuation, there were reported 16,382 fouls in Bofton,

add to thefe fome men lately gone upon the Cuba ex-

pedition, feveral fons and apprentices defignedly over-'

looked to eafe the quota of Bofton's provincial tax, we
may reckon about 18,000 inhabitants at that time ; thus

in the fpace of twenty years, from 1722 to 1742, Bofton

inhabitants had increafed one third, or 6000. Taking this^

in another view ; anno 1720, a year of middling health,

and immediately preceding the fmall-pox, the burials in

4 Boftoa
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Bofton were nearly 345 -, by philofophical and political

arithmeticians it is eftimated that in a healthful country

(fuch is Bofton) [/>] in thirty-five dies ^^r annum is nearly

12,000 inhabitants; anno 1742, a year of middhng
health in Bofton, were buried about 515 •, by thirty-five,

makes nearly 18,000 inhabitants. In the valuation of

1742, of thofe in Bofton were 1200 widows, 1000 of

them poor; in the. alms-houfe iii, in the work-houfe

thirty-fix, Negroes 151 4; dwelling-houfes 17 19, ware-

houfes 166, horfes 418, cows 141.

1722, Governor Shute returned to England ; in his re-

port to the Board ofTrade and Plantations, he fays, that

in the province of Mafiachufetts-Bay, where 94,000 peo-

ple, whereof 15,000 were in the training lift (the alarm

lift males from 1 6 lEt. and upwards, is about one third

more than the training lift, becaufe many are excufed

from imprefles and quarterly trainings) difpofed into

fixteen regiments of foot, and fifteen troops of horfe.

About 25,000 ton of fliipping in the two colledions of

Bofton and Salem at that time.

In the valuation of anno 1728, for Bofton were about

3000 rateable polls, males from 16 Ml. and upwards,

which is nearly the fame with the alarm lift : For in-

ftance, anno 1735 the rateable polls in Bofbon were '^6'^j i

anno 1733 the alarm lift was about 3500, which al-

lowing for two years increafes is nearly the fame. N. B.
about this time, captain Watfon, one of the Afleflbrs, in

curiofity examined the books ; he found the church of
England people charged not exceeding one tenth of the

rates or taxes in the town of Bofton.

1735, The provincial valuation was 35,427 polls

(white men of 16 setat. and upwards) 2600 Negroes,

27,420 horfe kind ofthree years old and upwards, 52,000
neat cattle of three to four years old and upwards, 130,000
ih^p of one year old and upwards.
* 174.2, In the valuation were 41,000 white men's polls.

\p] From the eftimates of Drs. Halley and Newman, of thirty-five

births, eighteen are boys, feventeen are girls.

lyi m 2 ^749»
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1749, A valuation is on foot, but notfinillied; here

will be confiderable deduftions. i. Trade much de-'

cayed, and taxes infupportably high has obliged many
to leave the province. 2. Men annexed to New-Hamp*
(hire and Rhode- ifland. 3. Deaths occafioned by the

Cape-Breton expedition. 4. Loft in the Minas of Nova
Scocia French maflacre. 5. Killed and captivated,Upon
our frontiers by the French and Indians.
" 1747, The houfe of reprefentatives, in a meffage to"

the governor, f^y, that 3000 is about one twelfth of our

fencibie men.

As by charter the general aflembly of the province is

empowered to create judicatories for trying all cafes civil'

or criminal, capital or not capital ; accordingly by act of

aflembly in the beginning of the French war, Auguft

1 744 ; the commanders in chief, may at any time call a

Court martial, which, for mutiny or defertion, may in*

flidl death.

Although in fuccefTion of years, things vary much ;

we fhall for the information of the curious of after

times, infert the prefent oeconomy of our officers civil,

land military, and fea military. A'^. B. Exchange be-

ing ten to eleven, New-England old tenor currency for

one fterling.

Allowances old tenor to civil officers for 1748.

9,600To the Governor
Secretary with extras

Five Judges of fuperior court

Treafurer with extras

800
4000
14GQ

Commiflary with extras

Prefident of College

1600
I40(?

Profeflbr of Divinity 30?
. Clerk to Reprefentatives

Door-keeper
~ Two Chaplains

480
320
8<?

rhe
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Shelmd military efiahlijhment for Cape-•Breton, 1745.

lb the Lieutenant-General per month
/.

60
s.

Colonel

Lieutenant-Colonel
48
40

Major
' • Captain of forty to fifty men

Lieutenant

34
18

12
^

Second Lieutenant or Enfign 8
Adjutant-General 18
Adjutant to a regiment 12

. Serjeant

Corporal

Clerk

6

5
6

8

12

8
Quarter-Maller-General

• Surgeon-General
16
28

Surgeon of a regiment 25
"

;

' Surgeon's mate 18
Drum Major

;
Common drum

6 8

12
Chaplain

'

^
Armourer of a regiment

24
lb

Commiflary of ditco

Three thoufand centinels, each
12

5

' 'The artillery efiahlijhment for Cape-Breton."^

.
I

To the Firft Captain per month

'

36
Engineer ^^

^ - Second Captain 20
Firft Lieutenant i5
Three Lieutenants, each 8
Firft Bombardier 04
Three ditto, each .8

- Four afTiftants, each 8
Thirty Gunners, each 8

The artificers for the train were twelve houfe- carpenters,
and four Ihip-carpenters, commanded by captain Barnardo

Mm 3 The



554 British Settlements in America. Part II^

The General was allowed 2000/. for extraordinary

contingent fervices, to be accounted for.

1 he encouragement to private men for inlifting wag
4/. bounty, one month's advance wages, a blanket, 20 s.

fubfiftence, which was afterwards advanced to 30 j. per

Wc:ek ; their firelocks to be deducted out of their wages.

By follicitation from hence, orders came from home
to raife two regiments of 1000 men, regular troops, each

for Louifbourg garriibn ; but by a good providence in

favour of the country, they never could be rendered

effeftive, and probably upon I.ouifbourg*s being eva-t

cuated, thefe men may return to their labour, for the

benefit of this country.

'To the fea military efiaUiJIoment^ 1745-

To the Captain per mpntji

Lieutenant

Mafler

Surgeon

Chaplain

Gunner
Boatfwain

Mate
Boatfwain's Mate
Steward

Cook
Gunner's Mate
Pilot

Carpenter

Cooper
Armourer
Coxfwain

Quarter-Mailer

Midlhipmen
Common failors 8

TV. B. Anno 1745, in the time of the Cape-Breton ex-

pedition, exchange with Londqn was (even and a half for
'

'

'".
one^

,

/. f.

22

H 8

|2 8

12 8

12 s

10

JO

IP

9
9
9
9
II 4
II

9
9
9
9
10 *P
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one; afterv^rards, as our currency depreciated, failors

could not be got at thefe nominal wages, and a com-
mon failor's wages was fet at lo/. per month.—In the

winter months, when our armed veflels are laid up, the

Captain, Gunner, Boatfwain, and three common failors

only are kept Our inland frontier fummer forces (in

time of war) are reduced to one third of their comple-
ment in winter.

Anno 1743, the year preceding the French and In-

dian war, our, military charges were very fmaU.

Men
Caftle William in Bofton bay 40
Richmond fort on Quenebec river 10
Brunfwick fort on Amarefcogin river 6
Pemaquid fort eafl of Sagadadock ,6

St. George's fort near Penobfcot 1^'

Saco river fort 1

3

FortDummer on Conne(5ticut river 16
Province ftore floop 10

114

The parties in Maflachufetts-Bay at prefent, are not

the Loyal and Jacobite, the governor and country. Whig
and Tory, or any religious fedtary denominations, but the

Debtors and the Creditors. The Debtor fide has had

the afcendant ever iince anno 1741, to the almoil utter

ruin of the country.

Our late bad oeconomy is very notorious -, for in-

fiance, anno 1725, Caftle William in Bofton harbour v/as

victualled at "] s. per man, per week-, anno 1748, vic-

tualling was 38 jr. per week, becaufe of depreciations.

By expeditions, we lofl many of our labouring young
men ; this made labour fo dear, that in produce or ma-
nufacture any country can underfel us at a market.

For many years, in the land-fervice, the allowance

of provifions to each man was ; garrifon allowance

M m 4 one
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one pound of bread per day, Haifa pint of peafe per day,

two pounds of pork forthree days, and one gallon of nho-

'

lafles forforty-two days ; niarching allowances perday, one

'

pound of bread, one pound of pork, and one gill of rum.

A centinel or private foldier's pay per month wds; anno;

1742, 30 J. old tenor; anno 1744, at the breaking

out of the French and Indian wai", it was advanced' to

'

5/. anno 1747, 67. ^s. anno 1748, 8"/. A Captain's

wages were double, and the other officers in propbttion.

The encouragement for privateers commiflloned by

the governor, was 10/. old tenor per head, for each

enemy killed or taken prifoner ; and captures made by

th'e provincial armed veffels were to be dillributed, to

the Captain two eighths, to the Lieutenant and Mafler

one eighth, to the warrant officers one eighth, to the petty

officers one eighth, to the common failors three eighths i

aboard the provincial privateers, the vidualling allow-

ance was to each man per week, feven pounds of bread,

feven gallons of beer, three pounds of beef, four pounds

of pork, one quart of peafe, and one point of Indian

corn.

The Captains are to make up their mufter rolls ; and

the CommilTaries their accounts before the men are paid

off.

The alacrity of the New-England militia may be ob-

ferved, by the alarm from d'Anville's Breft French

fquadron, end of September 1746 ; in a very fhort time

6400 men from the country, well armed, appeared in

Bofton common, fome of them {e. g. from Brookfielct

travelled feventy miles in two daysi, each with a pack (in

which was provifion for fourteen days) of about a bulhel

corn weight : Connetfticut was to have fent us 6000 men,

being one half of their training lift ; thefe men were

paid by the province for their travel and attendance.

The feftion concerning the province of MaflachufettS-

Bay, is fwelled fo much, that fome heads in common
£0 all New-England, fhall be deferred to the following

i^ew England fedtion, and at prefent'only mention

Timber
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'Tirftbef of many forts. Many'kinds " of pine trees :

\*hereafthe principal are the- white pine, a beautiful tree

of the beft ufe for iriafling, and joiners work; and the

pitch pine, the mother of turpentine, tar, pitch, oil,

of turpentine and refin. Various kinds ~of oaks'; the

principal for fhip-building, and other conftrudlions, are-

the white oak, the beft, the fv/amp oak, and the black'

oaki

[q] Grain of various forts : fcarce any of them are na--

tives or fpontaneous. Indian corn is the principal ; rye

thrives tolerably ; as do likewife phafeoli or kidney beans

of feveral forts, called Indian or French beans ; all the'

varieties of Englifh grain are fown, but do not grow
kindly. Apples are very natural to the foil and climate 5

flax grows v»'ell ; and lately the people from the north

of Ireland have improved the fabrick of linen and all

other fpinning work. The foil feems not ftrong enough
for hemp ; many trials have been made.

• Fifhery, fee p. 294: whahng, I mean fifh oil and
whale bone j have atprefeat [r] failed us much, and our
God-fifliing •, fifhing fchooners are not half fo many as a
few years fmce -, anno 174S only fifty-five fifhing

fchooners at Marbiehead;

Cape-Anne ' 20 -

Salem 8

Ipfwich - . . - - -6"'

Thofe fchooners of about fifty ton, fifh in deep water

(the deeper the water^ the larger and firmer arethe cod)

[^} Our continent fouthern colonies, are peculiarly adapted for

grain, tobacco (ip South-Ga,rolina they are making trials for indigo,

c^otton, and filk) and deer fkins. Our northern continent-colonies

producie kindly paflurage, cyder, fifhery, furs, naval ftores, and other

timber. •

:[r] Within thefe few years', our cod-f.fhery, whaling, and fhip-

building have failed -much j' and by peculation and depopulation, we
were like to have been carried into ruin ; but it is to be hoped we
may have better times. At ptefent our trade is not' half fo much, and

eur taxes from thirty to forty times more, than they were a few years

feyea
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feven hands to each fchooner, communibus annis, they

make 600 quintals per fchooner ; generally five fares a

year \ two fares are to the banks of the Ifland of Sable,

the ether three fares are to Banquero, and to the other

banks along the Cape-Sable fhore. The merchantable

dry cod are carried to the markets of Spain, Portugal,

and Italy ; the refufe cod are fhipped off for the Weft-

India illands to feed the Negro flaves. Concerning the

fmall fifli, fee p. 303. A fturgeon fifhery in the fe-

veral branches of Sagadahock, fome years fmce, was en-

couraged by a fociety of fifhmongers in London, but

from the mifman^-gement of the undertakers, efpecially

as to proper vinegar, it turned to no account, and was

neglected ever fince Mr. Dummer's Indian war.

Our provincial ftores in the truck-houfes for Indian

trade has always been very fmall j anno 1746, when
the Indian trade ceafed becaufe of the war, the Com-.
miffary for that trade reported, that he was accountable to

the province for a balance of 13,324/. 6 s. ^.d. old tenor,

in his hands. In New-England, beaver, other furs, and

deer fl<:ins, are become fo inconfiderable, they are fcarce

to be reckoned an article in our trade ; fee p. 176.

To give a general view of the navigation of Mafla-

chufetts-Bay, we may obferve, that in this province are

two colledions or cuftom-houfes, Bofton and Salem.

At Bofton cuftom-houfe, from their quarterly accounts,

Chriftmas 1747 toChriftmas 1748, foreign vefTels clear-

ed out 540, entered in 430 j about ten years ago nearly

the fame number : from the quarterly accounts of

Bofton diftrid naval-office, on foreign voyages, Mi-
chaelmas 1747 to Michaelmas 1478, cleared out; 491
veflels, mz.

249

93

Ships 51 Sloops

Snows 44 Schooners

Brigs 54
491

Exclufive of filhing and coafting veftels of the pro-

vinces and colonies of MaflachufeUs-Bay, New-Hamp-
ftiire.
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fhire, Conne6licut, and Rhode-ifland. This cuftom-

houfe returns communihm annis^ 200 /. fterling for Green-
wich hofpital.

.Salem colleflion includes the ports of Salem, Marble-

head, Cape-An^e, Ipfwich, and Newbury. N. B. By
a miftake p. 456. Newbury was faid to be a branch of

the coUeftion of New-Hamplhire. From the cuftom-

houfe quarterly accounts of Salem, from Michaelmas

1747 to Michaelmas 1748, cleared out velTels upon
foreign voyages 131, entered in ninety-fix ; viz.

pleated out. Ships 4
Snows I

2

Entered in, Ships

Snows
I

It

Brigs 2

1

Sloops 3

1

.^chponers 6^

Brigs

Sloops

Schooners

ir

18

55

131 9^

Jn which were fhipped off to Europe 32,000 quintals of
dry cod-fifh, to theWeft-India iflands 3070 hogfheads (at

iix tofeven quintals refufe cod-fifh per hogftiead) for Ne-
gro provifion. Ne\y-England fhips off no pickled cod-

filh.

Mr. Blanchandin, in anno i72i,of the cuftom-houfe
diftri6t of Salem, fays-, That in the courfe of feveral

years preceding, communihus annis^ he cleared but about
eighty veflels iipon foreign voyages per annum.

Ship-building is one of the gfeateft articles of our
trade and rnanufadure : it employs and maintains above
thirty feveral denominations of tradefmen and artificers

;

but as in all other articles, fo in this more particularly

for a few late years, this country has the fymptons of a

galloping (a vulgar expreffion) confumption, not fo

defperate but by the adminiftration of a fl<.ilful phyfician,

it may recover an athletic ftate of health j fublata caufa

tollitur effe5lus. I fhall illuftrate the gradual decay of
Ihip-building, by the fhip building in Bofton, meaning
top -fail veffels.

Anno
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- Anno 1738 on the ftock's 41 velreis'of6324*tons.

1743
-

• 30'

174^ 20
J 749 . 15 . 2450

^
As to the decay of our cod^fifhery, I (hall only men^

tion, that anno 17 16, upon my firlt arrival in NeW-
England, by the books of the two Cuftom-houfe diftrias
of Maflachufetts Bay, were txported 120,384 quintals ;

anno 1748, exported about 53,000 quintals.

Rum is a confiderable article in our manufadures.
It is diftilled from molafles imported from the Weft-In-
dia illands; it has killed more Indians than the war-s
?nd their fickneffes ; it does not fpare white people,
efpecially when made into flip, which is rum mixed with
9 foul fmall beer, and the coarfeft of Mufcovado fugars j

it is, ytended to all our continent colonies to great advan-
tage

Hats manufa<5lured and exported to all our colonies,
are a confiderable article.

Iron is a confiderable article in our manufaduresj'it
confifts of thefe general branches : i .. [j] Smelting-fur-
naces, reducing the ore into pigs ; having coal enough
and appearances of rock ore. In Attleborough were
erefted at a great charge three furnaces, but the ore
proving bad and fcarce, this projedion mifcarried as to
pigs : they were of ufe in cafting of fmall cannon for
ihips of letters of marque, and in cafting cannon-balls and
bombs towards the redudion of Louiftjourg. 2. Refine-
ries, which manufadure pigs imported from New-York,
Penfylv^ania and Maryland furnaces, into bar-iron. 3.
Bloomeries, which from [/] bog or fwamp ore, without
any furnace, only by a forge hearth, reduce it into a

[s] 1 20 bulhels of charcoal are fufficient to fmekrock ore into one ton
of pigs ; the complement of men for a furnace is eight or nine, befides
cutters of the wood, coalers, carters, and other common labourers.

\t] Bog or fwamp ore lies from half a foot to two feet deep; in
about twenty years from digging, it grows or gathers fit for another
digging ; if it lies longer it turns rufty, and does not yield well : three
tons of fwamp -ore yield about one ton of hollow ware.

bloom



Sect. VIII. 0/ Massachusetts-Bay. 541

b)oom or femiliquidated lump to be beat into bars, but:

rriuch inferior to thofe from the pigs or refineries. 4.

,

Swamp \u] ore furnaces ; from that ore fmelted, they caft

.

hollow ware, v/hich we can afford cheaper than from
England or Holland.'

Oil of turpentine diflilled from the^ New-England
turpentine, which yields the moft and bed oil, and from
Carolina turpentine ; as alfo refm or its refiduum j we
defer to a digrefTion concerning naval {lores in the New-
Hamplhixe fedion.

Mifcellanies. The light-houfe at the entrance of Bof-

ton harbour was ere6led anno 1 7 1 5 j coil 2385/. lys. 8 d»

(purrency. Light-houfe money was i d. in, and id. out,

per ton. Anno 1742, it was ena6led at 2 d. old tenor in,

and as much out, per ton, in foreign voyages. Coaflers-

from Canfo in Nova Scotia to North-Carolina, 4.S, per

voyage.

In caflle William, of the harbour of BoHon, are 104
cannon, befides mortars •, whereof twenty cannon of 42
lb. ball, and two mortars of thirteen inches fhell arrived

anno 1744, with all flores, excepting gun-powder, at the

charge of the ordnance.

171 1, Od. 2. In Bollon, the provincial court-houle,

and fenior congregational meeting- houfe, with many
other good houfes, were burnt down ; 1 747, Dec. 9, the

provincial court-houfe was burnt; mod of the records in

the fecretary's office were confumed ; the county records

of land conveyances were faved. ,
-

Jhere is a public grainery in Boflon, for fupplying

poor families with fmall parcels of grain and meal, at

10 per cent, advance, for charges ..and ,wafle;, this

graine^^y^ is'fuiEcient for 10 to 1 2,000 bufhels of grain

at a time.

[»J Colonel Dunbar, anno 1731, informs the Board of Trade and
1?lant^tions, that in New-England were fix Furnaces, meaiving hollow
'Ware furnaces and timeteen forges, meaning bldomeries, hot refineries';

'jgttkat time we had no pig- furnaces, nor refineries of pigs.

In
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in New-England the people are generally Congrega-

tionalifts. Many of the congregational churches have

laid afide public relations of their converting experien-

ces, which formerly was required previous to the admif-

fion of their infant progeny to baptifm, afid of them-

felves to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; giving

fatisfadion to the minifter, of their faith and good life,

is deemed fufficient. In Maflachufetts-Bay are 250
congregational churches •, in Connefticut about 120 ; in

New-Hampfhire about thirty ; in Rhode-ifland only fix

or leven, being generally Anabaptifts, Quakers, and of

fome other feflaries.

The feveral religious focieties in the town of Bofton,

anno 1749, are three churches of England, one North

of Ireland Prelbyterians, nine Congregationalifts, one

French Huguenots, who by length of time have incor-

porated into the feveral Englifh congregations, and at

prefent are no feparate body, and have lately fold their

church-building to a congregation of Mr. Whitfield's

difciples ; two Anabaptifts, viz. one original, and one

feparatift, one Quaker-meeting very fmall, Whitfield's

feparatift, and a feparatift of feparatifts.

The ability and numbers in the feveral religious fo-

cieties in Bofton, may be gathered from a Sunday's con-

tribution for charity to the poor of the town much di-

ftrefTed by want of fire-wood in the hard winter, February,

1740- 1, 1^/2;.

s. d.

Dr. Cutler

Mr. Price

Mr. Daven-i

port

Dr. Colman
Dr. Sewall

Mr. Webb
•Mr. Gee -

-a 5

/. J. d. I. s, d.

72 14. 2 Mr. Welfteed 58 00
134 10 o Mr. Hooper 143 00

Mr. Foxcroft g^ 003 3

uw
French church 1-4 11

164 10 o Anabaptift 14 2

105 00 Irifh meeting 27 5
105 o o Mr. Checkley 72 12

71 10 5 Mr. Byles 40 2

3
o
o
o
o

Harvard
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Harvard-College [w] in MalTachufetts Bay.

ANNO 1636, Winthrop governor, Dudley deputy-

governor, and Bellingham treafurer^ the general af-

fembly granted 400 /. towards a collegiate ichool, but

afterward? called a college : this was not then applied ;

it received the addition of 779/. 17^. 2 J. a donation

bequeathed 1638 by Mr. Harvard, minifter of Charles-

town ; the name of the college perpetuates his memory j

it is fituated in a healthful foil (not above t per cent.

of the fcholars die ;per annum) formerly adiflridt ofNew-
town, and conllituted a townfhip by the name of Cam-
bridge. 1 640, The income of the ferry between Bofton

and Charleftown was granted to the college -, it is now
lett at 600 /. New-England currency, or 60 /. fterling fer

annum ; this ferry is about three miles from Cambridge.

Anno 1642, the general affembly appointed Over-
feers of this college, viz. the governor, deputy-governor,

the council called Magiftrates, and the ordained minifters

of the fix adjoining towns of Cambridge, Water-town,
Charleftown, Bofton, RockftDury, and Dorchefter.

Their charter bears date, May 31, 1650; the cor-

poration to confift of a prefident, five fellows, and a

treafurer or burfer, to eledl for vacancies, and to make
by-laws ; the Overfeers have a negative.

The college-building confifts of a court built on three

fides, the front being open to the fields; the building on
the firft fide was by a contribution, 1672, through the

whole colony of 1S95/. 2 s. ^d. whereof fi'om Bof-

Wv] In the continent of North-America, we have four colleges,

whereof two are by charters from home ; that of Virginia is dated

anno '692, that for the New-JeriTeys is dated Oftober 2 z, 1746: the

other two are by provincial or colony charters ; Harvard or Cam-
bridge college of Maffachufetts Bay, and Yale college of Connefticut.

They do not afTume the names of univerfities or feminaries of univer-

fal learning ; perhaps the iirft defign of the college in MafTachufetts-

Bay, was as a feminary for a fiicceffion of able and learned gofpel-

Kiinifters.

ton
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ton about 800 /. it was called by the former namfe Har-
vard-College ; the building on the bottom fide was ereft-

ed anno 1699, at the charge of lieutenant-governor

Stoughton, and is called Stoughton-College, confiding of

fixteen chambers, garret-chambers included ; the third

fide was built anno 1720, at the charge of the province^

and is called Mafiachufetts-Hall, confiiling of thirty-two

chambers. Befides this court, there is a houfe for the

prefident at fome difliance frorh the court, and at a fmall

diftance behind the Harvard fide of the court is a neat

chapel, the gift' of Mrs. Holden of London, widow of

Mr*. H6lden, a late direftor of the bank of England.

The refident inftruftors of youth, are a Prefident of

Supervifor, ' four Tutors or Philofophy Profeflbrs, the

Hollifian Profeflfor of Divinity, the Hollifian ProfelTorof

Natural and Experimental Philofophy, and a ProfefTorof

Hebrew. The income or revenue of the college is [;c],

not fufficient to defray its charge. Some of that body
have an additional province allowance ; the ingenious

ahd reverend Mr. Holyoke, prefident befides the rents

of the building called Maflachufetts-Hall, was voted,

1748, out of the province treafury 1400/. old tenor;-

the Rev. Edw. Wigglefworth, D. D. Hollifian Profefllbr

of Divinity, befides the 80/. New-England currency,

the Hollis donation, lately to prevent depreciations, the

bonds at interell, which are a fund for thefe Hollis fala-

rieSj are reduced to fpecialties, and thereby become more
in the prefent nominal currency ; he has, anno 1748, an

didditional allowance of 300/. old tenor. The Hollifian

Profeflfor of Natural and Experiiliental Philofophy, is

upon the fame footing and falary with the Hollifian

Profeflbr of Divinity ; though this branch is the moft

ufeful of all fciences; the prefent incumbent, the in-

[;v] The college never had any remarkable misfortune ; the Rev.

Mr. Cotton Mather writes, that once, providentially, Ihort public

prayers (I do not know, that hereby he intended to recommend Ihort

prayers) by ^ifmiffing the ftudenis in good time, difcovered the fire,

»n4 prevented a conflagration of the college-buildings.

I genious
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genious and induftrious (obfervations and experimental

trials are induftry) Mr. Winthrop has no additional

provincial allowance or encouragement. The ProfeiTor

of the Hebrew language is Judah Monis, formerly a Jew,
and publickly chriftianized, or baptized, in the college-

hall, May 27, 1722 : he has petitioned for a provincial

allowance, from time to time, but without efFed. The
four tutors commonly called ProfeiTors of philofophy,

have each from the income of the college 300 to 400/.

old tenor per annum^ with fome fmall perquifites ; there

are about ten Hollifian poor fcholars at about 10/. old

tenor per annum.

Several well-difpofed perfons have, from time to time,

forwarded the affair of the college ; befides the grants

from the provincial general court, and the donations of
Mr. Hollis and Hopkins.

This feminary at firfl: confided of a Preceptor, two
Ulhers, and a treafurer ; Mr. Eaton was the firfl pre-

ceptor ; he was a man of learning, too fevere in his dif-

cipline; the general affembly difmiffed him, and Mr,
Dunfter [_y]*vvas appointed prefident anno 1 640, being an

Anabaptift (a feft at that time hated in New-England)
he was advifed to refign 1654. Mr. Chauncy, minifler

of Scituate, formerly a Church of England minifter, fuc-

ceeded him, and died 1671, M\.. 82. He was fucceeded

by Hoar, a doftor of Phyfic from the univerfity of

Cambridge in Old-England -, in his time the fcholars [2]

deferted the college, and he refigned 1675. He was
fucceeded by Urian Oakes, a man of good accomplifh-

mentSj and minifter of Cambridge i he died 1681. Was
fucceeded by Mr. Rogers of Ipfwich, phyfician ; he died

1684. Was fucceeded by Mr. Increafe Mather ; he was

[^] The New-England Pfalms in prefent ufe, are a juft ftriia ver-

fion, but not an elegant loofe paraphrafe ; they were compofed by
Mr. Elliot of Rockfbury, Mr. Mather of Dorchefter, and Mr. Weld ;

printed anno i6|o, and afterwards correfted by Mr. Dunfter and Mr.
Lyons, tutor to Mr. Mildmay.

[«] Anno 1672, there were no Scholars to commence.

Vol. I. N n Prefident
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Prefident or Reftor [a] for about twenty years ; Mr.
Mather, upon the arrival of governor Andros, went a

voluntier, agent to the court of England 5 he left the

.college under the direction of two tutors, Leverett and

Brattle -, he came over to New-England 1692, in com-
pany with the new charter ; and for his good fervices at

home had the degree of a Dod:or in divinity conferred

upon him ; the firft and fole.inftance of a Doctor's degree

conferred in Harvard -college : he was [b^ teacher X3f a

congregation in Bofton ; his acquaintance with Mr.
Hollis in London, followed by the foUicitations of Ben-

jamin Colman, D. D. a minifter in Bofton, procured the

generous Hollifian donations. Dr. Mather was facceed-

ed by Mr. Willard, a minifter in Bofton. This was fuc-

ceeded by Mr. Leverett, a judge in the fuperior court>

and afterwards a worthy and moft deferving prefident of

this college ; his falary from the province was 1 50 /. per

annum-, he died 1724-, was fucceeded by Mr. Wad-
fwprth, a minifter of Bofton ; his too eafy difcipline was

faulted ; he died 17374 and the prefidentftiip continued

vacant fome time. The prefent prefident is the learned

and ingenious Mr. Holyoke, a minifter from Marble-

head.

Proteftants of any denomination may have their chil-

dren educated and graduated here. At admifllon, the

fcholars fubfcribe the college laws : the manner of this

college is, after four years refidence, they are admitted to

a Batchelor's degree in thefe words, Aclmitto te ad pri-

mum gradum in artihus^ pro more academianim in yinglia :

after three years more (refidence not required) ihey are

admitted to the degree of Mafter of Arts, in thefe words,

Admitto te ad feaindum gradum in artihus, pro more acade-

\a\ When Mr. Dudley was Prefident of New England, for diftindion

tbe Prefident of the college was called Redor. ,4^
[b\ There have been paftors in the north Church or Congregation

ot Bofton, a regular fucceflion offather, fon, and grandfon ; thegrand-

fon, upon fome party differences in the old Congregation, has formed a

new diilincl unanimous Church.

piianm
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miarum in Anglia. They generally become minifters ; the

proverbial faying amongH Ibme Grangers, that all the

men of note in New-England have been preachers, is not

juft. The public ad: of commencement is on the firil

Wednefday of July annually : they began to confer acade-

mical degrees anno 1 642 j that year £iine fcholars com-
menced batchelors ; the grcateft commencement was,

anno 1725, of forty- five batchelors, in the adminiftration

of Mr. Dummer ; the college lately is upon the decline,

as are the fervile arts and fciences ; anno j 746, only

twelve ftudents commenced batchelors.

Befides provincial grants and the legacy of Mr. Har--

vard already mentioned, there have been many libei-al

contributions towards the revenue of the college, its

edifices, library, experimental philofophy, inftruments,

i^c. which the nature of the Summary does not require to

be minutely related •, I ihall only mention the donations

of Hopkins, and Hollis, and Holden ; Samuel Sewall,

John Leverett. Thomas Fitch, and Daniel Oliver Efqrs;

a committee of the Truftees appointed in his Majefty's

Court of Chancery, to purchafe houfes or lands to per-

petuate the charity of Edward Hopkins, Efq; purchafed

province lands now called Hopkinton townfhip of

22,500 acres, including a few peculiar farms formerly

granted. At a meeting April 19, 171 6, thefe Truftees

agreed, that 12,500 acres of the lands fhould be laid

out in lots and leafed at 3 d. New-England currency /^^r

annum quit-rent per acre for ninety-nine years ; the leales

to commence March 25, 1723, and upon the expiration

of ninety-nine years, the leafes to be renewed from time
to time, fo as never to exceed 9 cL per acre, and the

Truftees to fave the termors or tenants from paying any
provincial tax, for three quarters of their lands ; but by
continued depreciations of that pernicious paper-currency

of New-England, the value of thefe lands was in a pro-

greflive fmking to the great damage of the college. To
check this the general affembly afcertained thofe rents to

a flerling value •, 1 741, by afb of aflembly the quit- rents

N n 2 were
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were converted into i d. fterling per acre per annum^ until

anno 1 8 3, and 3 d. fterling after, the termors paying all

the provincial taxes of thefe lands ; and to enable thefe

tenants to pay thofe province taxes, the common lands

(being about 8000 acres) to be divided amongft them
clear of any quit-rent.

Mr. Thomas HoUis ofLondon merchant, made a do-

nation of about 300/. per .r^K^zZit;^? New-England currency,

as encouragement for a ProfefTor of Divinity, for a Pro-

feffor of Natural and Experimental Philofophy, and ex-

hibitions for the education of poor fcholars, with fome
allowance to the college-treafurer for managing this

charity i anno 1721, he had the thanks of the general

aflembly for his donations. He made an addition of

many valuable books to the library ; gave an apparatus

forphilofophical experiments to the value of 11 5 /. fterling;

he lent Elebrew and Greek types ; he was a benefaftor to

the Eloufatonic Indians.

Samuel Holden, Efq; late Diredlor of the bank of

England, beftowed chanties in New-England to the value

of 4847 I. New-England currency. His widow and

daughters built a chapel in Harvard-College, with other

benefadlions to the value of 5585/. New-England cur-

rency.

Some account of the Wars, or rather of the Incurjions

and Depredations of the Canada French and their In-

dians, againfi the governments or people of New-Eng-
land and Nova Scotia, from the Revolution, anno 1688

to anno 1749.

AS no writer of obfervation and leifure, has hitherto

given us a diftind; account of thefe affairs, we offer this

fliort hiftory, referring the reader to fome previous ac-

counts mentioned in this Summary ; fee p. 160. We
Ihall begin with fome general obfervations.

The
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The Indians, in their tranfaftions and conferences,

run much into fimilitudes and allegories [t].

[d'] The general charaders of our Indians, are to de-

cline open engagements •, bufh-fighting, or fl<:ulking, is

their difcipline ; they are brave wher^ engaged •, great

fortitude in enduring tortures and death ; love of liberty

;

affection to their relations *, implacably revengeful [^] ;

inhumanly cruel ; in all their feftivals and other dances,

they relate what fucceffes they have had, and what

damages they have received in their late wars.

Every nation or tribe is an abfolute republic or ftri6t

democracy ; their chief families nave a kind of fuccef-

fion as to property, but in no other refpefts ; wife con-

dud, courage, and perfonal flrength, are the chief re-

commendations for war captains [/], ^c.

When the Indians break out, they feldom make any

onfet in large bodies -, but, after a general rendezvous,

they divide into fmall llculking parties : the whole art of

war aniongft the Indians, is the managing of fmall par-

ties, and, like carnivorous beads of the foreft (the

French, with good propriety, term them, Les hommes des

hois) commit rapines and m.oft cruel murders, without

regard to age or fex [g].

[i?] As formerly amongfl the Ifraelites, fo it is at pre-

fer] Their language is not copious, becaufe their knowledge of

things not extenfive ; they feem to avoid labial letters.

\_d'\ See p. 1 9 /

.

[e] The Indians are the moft implacably vindicllve people upon
earth ; they revenge the death of a relation, or any great affront,

when occafion prefents, let the diftance of time or place be never fo

remote.

[/"j The delegates of the Indian nations, after agreeing upon articles

vvich neighbouring powers, are obliged to go home and perfuade their

young men to concur.

[g\ The Barbarians ground all their wars upon perfonal or national

enmity j whereas the ruptures in Europe depend more upon intereft

than upon pure revenge. To fet the Indian- at variance one nation

againft another nation, is of no advantage to the colonies from Europe;

it prevents their beaver-hunting, and other branches of the Indian

trade.

[h] As man is a gregarious animal, the American Indians affociate

N n 3 fent
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fent with our Indians \i\ \ he is a mighty prince, or Saga-

more, who leads loo or 200 fighting men. The In-

dians reckon it a bloody battle, where they lofe ten or

twelve men. Formerly, their initruments of war were

arrows and darts \,„ at prefent our neighbouring Indians

life fire arms, that is, mufliets and fuzils, a hatchet, and

long fharp-pointed knives \]{\. Lately in v/inter, in war
times, they do not travel, leil the Englifh fcouts fhould

trace them. All the incurfions and rapines of the In-

dians are concerted, encouraged, and condufled by our

perfidious neighbours the French of Canada [/].

The moil fuccefsful manner of managing a war againfl

the Canada French and their Indians, is by fcouting [»?]

in herds or hords, but not in a progreifive wandering manner, as the

Tartars at this time, and as the Jfraeh'tes of old in the wildernefles of

'[}'] See p. ' 5 7 and 1 84.
\k

1
The far Indians ufe only arrows and clubs.

[/] The French with their Indians may plunder, but cannot keep

polieflion of any of our North- America continent colonies; our colo-

nies join, and are well peopled. The French Canada and Cape-Breton

colonies have not this advantage.

Narrow rivers are the belt canoe travelling, becaufe in lakes, or

wide rivers, any confiderable degree of wind obliges them to go
afhore.

[m] Mr. Dummer, a wife patriot, by continued fcouts and rangers

to the Indian head quarters, their clambanks, ponds which the Indians

frequented for fifhing, fowling, and hunting, and their travelling

carrying- place?, kept the Indians at a diftance, and by harrafling of

them, brought them to a happy peace. '\ he Houfe of Reprefenta-

tives hive frequently voted, that our inland frontiers are beft lecured

by fcouting parties in tiffie of war. 1744, They voted that the fcouts

on the frontiers have not been employed in ranging according to their

votes-— fmail fcattering garrifons, without making excurfions into the

Indian country, avail nothing : this war we had upwards of fifty fuch

at a time.

The Houfe of Reprefentatives at times find fapit with the manage-
ment in our laft war. 1747, Feb. 6, it beino reprefented to the

Houfe of Reprefentatives, that many of the foldiers raifed for the

Canada expedition, as well as thofe raifed for the immediate fervice

of the province, labour under divers grievances proper for the confi-

deration of this houfe; therefore a committee is appointed : when the

levies for the Cape-Breton expeditiqn were daily coming to Boflon,

and
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and ranging parties farther than our frontiers : thus

they are kept at a dillance from our fettlements ; they are

intimidated, and fubjefted to the inconveniencies of fick-

nefs, hunger- ftarved, and cold-flarved by continued

harraffing.

This lad French and Indian war, we have praftifed,

the cantoning of our frontier forces in many fmall par-

cels, and very Httle fcouting : but luckily the Indians

were much reduced by former wars, and by their intem-

perance in the ufe of rum •, and of the fmall remainder

fome were called off by the Canada French to Crown-
Point, and Tome to Nov^a Scotia. The only confidera-

ble appearance of the French and Indians upon our fron-

tiers this war, was in fummer. 1746, June 19, a large

party appeared againfi: No. 4 [n], upon Connedlicut ri-

ver; captain Stevens, with fifty men (doubtlefs private

property conduced to animate them) made a gallant and
fuccefsfui defence againfb a large party of the enemy.
Aug. 19, a party of the enemy, commanded by M. Rigaud
de Vaudreml, appeared before fort Maffachufetts ; the

garrifon furrendered prifoners to be relieved the firft

opportunity -, the enemy plundered the fort, and burnt
it. This fort was by the allembly defigned and allowed

to be the beft fupplied with forces and itores, becaufe it

flanks our frontier, being in its N. W. corner, and the

the reprefentatlves by meffage defire that the forces may be fent on
board the tranfports, and other forces prevented fiom coming in, lell

they Ihould be infeded with the fmall-pox— 1746, June 53, voted
that a committee be appointed, to enquire into the complainrs of the

foldjers in the eaftern and weftern frontiers, with refpeft to the fupply
of proviiions.-—And a committee to prevent children under j6 j$.t.

from inlifting.-— 1 746, July i6, the Houfe in a meffage reprelenr, that

by inducing of the men impreffed for the frontiers into other military

fervice, there was a great diftrefs upon the people, as requiring further

impreffes ; this may difcourage future houfes from fhewing their zeal
in like manner as this houfe has done.

[h] Phineas Stephens and others, having made good improvements
in No 4, a little above the great falls of Conneclicu: river In the pro-
vince of New-Haniplhire; to maintain their ietdements, built a fort

^vhich was afterwards garrifoned by the province of Mafikchufetts-Bay.

N n 4 neareit
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neareft to Crown-Point French fort •, in Mafiachufetts

fort were only three women, five children, twenty-two

men, whereof only eight were in health •, a ferjeant was

the commanding officer ; they were fhort of ammunition,

had only remaining three or four pounds of powder and

as much lead. The defign of a barrier again ft the Ca-

nada French and Indians, perhaps would have better

been anfwered by four ftrong places well fitted, vit.. one

on Qtienebec river, a little above Richmond fort ; an-

other high up Nawichawanock, or Salmon falls river \

a third at the [<?] crotch, or fork of Merrimack river ;

and the fourth at No. 4, on Connecticut river: thefe

forts to ferve as places of arms for rendezvous, and as

magazines for provifions and other ftores •, 200 efFedlive

men to be allowed to each of them ^may be reinforced

upon occafion) not [^] imprefled men, excepting for oc-

cafional reinforcements, but voluntiers in good pay, with

generous fcalp and captive premiums; one half of the

men alternately to be abroad in the wildernefs at a con-

fiderable advanced diftance from the barrier, ranging and

fcouting j the other half to remain in garrifon. In this

fituation offenfive and defenfive, no flailking parties

would venture to attempt our fettlements, and our out-

plantations or farms would uninterruptedly continue un-

der cultivation for the general good of the province, as

well as for the private intereft of the proprietors.

Befides the ordinary forts of George's, Pemaquid, Rich-

mond, Saco, and fort Dummer, there were additional new
forts or block-houfes in the weftern parts, fort Maflachu-

fetts, Pelham, Shirley, Coleraine, Fall-town, Dinfdale,

Northfield, Deerfield, Road-town, New-Salem, Win-
chefter. Lower Afhuelot, Upper Alhuelot, No. 4, Pequi-

oag, Nafhawog, Naraganfet, No. 2, Browns, Leominfter,

[0]' Here we fuppofe Maflachufetts-Bay and New-Hampfliire ail-

ing in concert.

. [/>] Imprefled men cannot be long detained from their families and

bufinefs, confequently mufl be frequently relieved by a rotation ofraw

xsx^vii not accullomed to this duty.

Lunenburg,
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Lunenburg, Tovv^nfliend, Groton, New-Ipfwich, Salem,

Canada, Souhegan Weft, New-Hopkintoti, Great Mea-

dows, Contacook, Rumford, Suncook ; in the eaftern

parts were Philips Town, Berwick, Kittery, York,Wells,

Arundel, Biddeford, Scarborough, Falmouth, Sacarippee,

NaraganfetNo.7, orGorham's, New- Marblehead, North
Yarmouth, Topfom, Wilhcaffet or Unkfechufet, Rices

of Charlemont, George Town or Arrowfick, Wifcaflet,

Sheepfcot, Damarafcotti, and Eaft George's ; being in

all fifty-fix, generally infufficient cantonments -, whereof

fifteen are in another province.

In the inland frontiers many of the out farm houfes

have jets in their corners, with loop holes for fmall arms,

and may be called cafernes.

For the feveral tribes of the New-England or Abna-

qui Indians [^]. In the late wars with the Englilh, by

cold and hunger, by ficknefs, and by immoderate ufe of

fpirits, thefe Indians decreafe faft. It is true, that in the

late wars with the Indians, we loft more people than the

Indians ; becaufe we had more people to lofe, and be-

caufe the Indians know better where to find us, than we
know where to find them.

The variety of enfigns or figaatures of the Indians of

North-America, are the Tortoife, Bear, and Wolf.

We have given fome account [r] of the New-Eng-
land Indian wars or incurfions down to the Revolution,

and from thence we now proceed. King William's Re-
volution in England was November, r688; in New-
England the Revolution happened in April, 1689 : from

that time to anno 1749, in the fpace of fixty years, we
have h^-d four Indian wars.

J . In the adminiftration of governor Phipps and lieu-

tenant-governor Stoughton, from 1688 to January 7,

1698-9.

2. Under governor Dudley, from Auguft 10, 1703
to July 17,1713.

[f] Pag. 183. [r] Pag. 189, &c.
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3. Under Jieutenant-governor Dummer, from July

25, 1722 to December 15, 1725.

4. Under governor Shirley, from November 1744 to

1749.
^We fr.all take no notice of the S^anifh war, which

was proclaivned in London, October 1739, and in Boflon

of New- England April 1740, becaufe it did not in the

lead affeft our inland frontier, nor our iea coaft ; the ex-

pedition againftthe Spanifii Weft India fettlements, com-
monly called the Cuba expedition, ordered from home,
v/as a very great difadvantage to our young colonies of

North-America-, the American regiment, divided into

four battalhcns, confifting of about 3600 men, whereof
fcarce any returned, depopulated our plantations very

much
-J
of the 500 men fent from Maffachufetts-Bay,

not exceeding fifty returned. The New-England men
compofed the third battallion, excepting the two Rhode-
ifland companies that were incorporated into the firll

battallion in place of two North-Carolina companies in-

corporated in the third battallion. The feveral colonies

were at the charge of levy money, of provifions, and

of tranfports for their refpeftive quotas •, they were paid

offor difmiffed Oftob. 24, 1742, and allowed to keep
their cloathing and firelocks. The 500 men from Maf-
fachufetts-Bay for the Cuba expedition coft us about

37,500/. old tenor, which at that time was equal to

7000/. ilerling.

I. Phipps and Stoughton's Indian war. Anno 1 688,

a general war began to be hatched in Europe ; and the

eaftern Abnaquie Indians, by inftigations of the Canada

French, upon pretence of the Englifh encroaching upon
their lands and cheating them in trade, became uneafy,

and began an open rupture by depredations at North
Yarmouth and Sheepfcot, when governor Andros was

jn his other government of New- York j captives were

fnade on both fides ; Andros upon his return from New-
York returned the Indian prifoners, without receiving

4 fronn
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from the Indians the EngHfh which they had captivated.

In the fpring 1689, ^'^ Quochecho in New-Harapfliire, a

jarge party of Indians killed major Waldron, and about

twenty people more •, they carried away about as manycap-
tives. The preceding winter, governor Andros, with 1000

men, marched to the eaflern parts, and built fmall forts at

Pemaquid, Sheepfcoc, and Pejepfcot. Nov. 1689, our

army went into winter quarters, and left garpfons in

Wells, York, Berwick, and Qiiochecho.

Anno 1 690,Ma{rachuretts-Bay fent 1 60 men to Albany

in New-York government for their protection againll the

Canada French and Indians.

Anno 1692, SirWilliam Phipps, with 450 men m.arches

to the eaftward, and built a good fort at Pemiaquid eaft

of Quenebec river ; in Augufl 1696, at Pemaquid, the

French landed a few men to join the Indians j captain

Chub, who had fucceeded captain Church in the com-
mand of the fort, with ninety- five double armed, bafely

furrendered ; the French demolilhed the fort ; in this

fort were fourteen cannon mounted, whereof fix v/ere

eighteen pounders.

Anno 1693, June 12, arrived at Bofton Sir Francis

"Wheeler's fquadron, fitted out to diflrcfs the French co-

lonies in America j he made fomaC vain attempts upon
Martinico and Guadaloupe. Purfuant to inftrudions

Sir Francis propofes to the governor and council, the

attempting of Quebec in Canada, to fail by the beginning

of July with a recruit of 4000 men, and four months
provifions. This could not be complied with upon fo

fhort notice, the fquadron imported a malignant, ill con-

ditioned fever, which deilroyed many of our people, and

iliiling from Bofton Auguft 3, attempted Placentia of

Newfoundland in vain ; arrived in England October 1 3,

with hands fcarce fufficient to bring the Ihips home.

How inhumanly do fovereignties play away their men !

The Canada French not capable to fupply the Indians

with provifions and ammunition, occafioned a fubmiflion

of the Penobfcot, Quenebec, Amarefcogin, and Saco. In-

dians,



55^ British Seitlements in America. Part II.

dians, by a treaty at Pemaquid, Auguft 12, 1693 ; the

articles were, i. To abandon the French intereft. 2.

To dehver all captives. 3. A free trade. In fome
fliort time Canada received from France confiderable

fupplies, and the Canada French perluaded the Indians

to break out again July 1 8,1 694, by killing and captivat-

ing many of our people upon the frontiers i and after-

wards many fcuffles of no confequence.

Anno 1697, a fquadron from France was defigned to

make a defcent upon New-England, but were dilperfed

in a ftorm.

Soon after the French peace of Ryfwicki697, our
eaftern Indians fubmitted Jan. 7, 1698-9.

2. Dudley's Indian war. About feven weeks after,

an infidious congrefs at Cafco, with the Penobfcot, No-
ridgwoag, Amerafconti, Pigwocket, and Penacook In-

dians, Auguft 10, 1703, M. Bobaflier, with about 500
French and Indians in feveral divfions, by furprize in-

vaded a frontier of about forty miles extent from Cafco
to Wells and York, and made a moft barbarous ha-

vock (a French miffionary maffacre) fparing neither

age nor fex ; about 200 men, women, and children were
murdered. (The affembly voted 40 /. premium for

each Indian fcalp or captive •, in the former war the pre-

mium was 12 /.) This maffacre was foon after the con-

grefs with the Indian delegates in June 20, 1 703 ; the

Indians then made great profefTions of friendfliip ; they

received our prefents, trading places and prices of com-'
modities were agreed upon. All this war, the five na-

tions called the New-York Indians ftand neuter ; and
by this ftratagem the Dutch of Yew-York, by means of

thefe Indians, carried on an advantageous trade with the

French of Canada.

Anno 1703-4, Feb. 29, the French and Indians, about

250, commanded by M. Arteil, hnade a moft barbarous

inhuman incurfion upon Deerfield ; they killed about

fixty perfons j captivated about lOO, with Mr. WiUiams
I their
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their minifter ^ of the captives they killed at times about

twenty-one when unfit for travel.

Anno 1704, June, Caleb Lyman, at Cowaffuck on
Connedlicut river, with one Englifhman and five Mo-
hegan Indians, killed eight enemy Indians out of nine j

our ajGTembly gave them a rev/ard of 31/. Major
Church, with 550 voluntiers, vifits Penobfcot, Mount
Defert, Pefamaquady, and Minas of Nova Scotia, but

made no attempt upon Port-Royal ; he brought away
many prifoners. M. Boocore, with two miflionaries and

700 French and Indians, defigned an incurfion upon
New-England, but from differences amongft them-
felves they dlfperfed ; fome of them conforted and did

damage at Lancafter, Groton, Amefbury, Haver-hill,

Exeter, Oyfter-river, Dover, ^c. In the winter, colonel

Hilton, with 270 men, vifits Noridgwoag, but found

no Indians. In the winter feafons the Indians do not fo

much damage as formerly ; the Englifh having got into

the ufe of raquettes or fnow-fhoes. A French priva-

teer fhallop was cafl away upon Plymouth fhore -, a

llorefhip for Canada was taken by an Englifh Virginia

fleet. The French from Placentia do damage, 1704
and 1705, in feveral Englifh harbours in Newfound-
land [jJ. Captain Crapoa, in a French privateer, car-

ries eight of our fifhing-veffels to Port-Royal of Nova
Scotia.

Anno 1706, the Indians do damage at Oyfter-river,

in April. In July, 270 French and Indians made in-

curfions at Dunftable, Amefbury, Kingflon, Chelmf-
ford, Exeter, Groton, Reading, and Sudbury. Captain
Rous, with a flag of truce, was fent to Port-Royal of
Nova Scotia to negotiate prifoners ; his management
was faulted [/]. Mr. Shelden was fent to Canada twice

to redeem captives. Colonel Hilton, with 220 men,
ranges the eaflern frontiers, and killed many Indians.

About this time the premiums for Indian fcalps and

{s\ See p. 290. [i] See p. 307.

captives
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captives were advanced by ad of aflembly, viz. per

piece to impreffed men lo/. to volnntiers in pay 20/.

to voluntiers ferving without pay 50/. v/itli the benefic

of the captives and plunder.

Anno 1707-8, March 13, from Boilon failed colonel

Church, with two New-England regiments, upon an

expedition againfl: Port-Royal, Subercaffe governor ; he
returned re infeBa [u].

Anno 1708, in the fpring, a body of 800 French and
Indians was formed, with defign to invade the inland

frontiers of New- England, but differing amongft them-
felves they feparated ; 150 of them concerted and made
an incurfion upon Haver-hill, killed the miniller Mr.
Rolfe and many others. Colonel Hilton, with 170 men,

vifits Amarafconti and Pigwocket.

Anno 1 709, in April and J une, DeerHeld was harrafied

by 180 French and Indians commanded by M. Revel,

fon-in-law to M. Arteil. Colonel Nicholfon and captain

Vetch, at the court of Great-Britain, propofe aconqueft

of Canada by fea and land forces [w] : this in appearance

or femblance was encouraged by the court, and in-

flrudions were fent to the feveral provinces to furnifh

certain quotas, to be cioathed, armed, and paid at a

Britiih charge •, but by political management at court,

after a confiderable expence, this v*^as dropped, and an

expedition againft Port-Royal of Nova Scotia, v/as di-

reded for the following year [x].

Anno 171 1, near Exeter, the Indians kill feveral peo-

ple -, colonel Hilton and others were killed, and Tome

captivated : in Chelmsford major Tyng and fome others

were killed •, and weftward, fome were killed ai: Marl-

borough, Brookfieid, Simibury, and Waterbury. In

winter, colonel Walton ranges the Clambank fnores eaft-

ward. The abortive fcheme for reducing Cniebec and

Placentia, confequently all Canada and Newtoundland,

by an expedition under general Hill and admiral

Walker [y]. In April, the Indians do damage eaftward.

[a] See p. 308. [ovj Ibid. [x] Ibid. [yj Seep, 31 '.

Wc
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We loft twenty fifhing veflels on the Cape-Sable fhore,

by the ncgUgence of our Guarda la Coftas. Captain

Carver takes a French privateer from Piacentia of forty-

five men. Upon the frontier of Virginia, the French

and their Indians murder many inhabitants.

Upon advice of a fufpenhon of arms_ between Great-

Britain and France in Europe, the Indians applied for

an accommodation by fubmiffion ; accordingly at Portf-

mouth of New-Hampfhire, July 11, 1713, the Indian

delegates had a congrefs with the commiffioners of the

New-England colonies ; the bafis of the fubmiffion v/as

the treaty at Penobfcot, Aug. 11, 1693, and that

any difference between a Briton and Indian, fhall be

ilTued in a Britilh court ofjudicature. Thefe Indians were
called of the rivers of St. John's, Penobfcot, Quenebec,
Amerefcogin, Saco, and Merrimack ; Mauxis was their

chief.

3, Governor Shute and lieutenant-governor Dummer's
Indian war[z]. The Canada miffionaries, 171 7, per-

fuaded the Indians, v/ith threatenings, to claim fome
lands fettled by the Englifh ; this was compromifed at

Arrowfick in Auguft. Anno 17 19, the Indians were
moved by the Canada French to renew the fame claims,

but a fmall fcout of fixty men kept them in awe. Anno
1720, the Indians were advifed by the French to be more
infolent, by killing cattle, and threatening the lives of
the inhabitants \ colonel ¥/alton,with20o men, brought
them to fubmiffion, and received four Indian hbftages for

their future good behaviour. The Canada French con-

tinuing uneafy becaufe of our enlarged fettlements j anno

1 72 1, M. Croizer from Canada, M. St. Cafteen from
Penobfcot, Rolle, and De la ChalTe French miffionaries,

with about 300 Indians, make a general appearance at

Arrowfick, an iliand of Sagadahock, threatening, that if

the Englifli did not remove from the claimed Indian

lands in three weeks, they would kill the people, burn

[z] See fome aniic;pating accounts, p. 199 and 317.

the
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the houfes, and deftroy their cattle ; accordingly at

Merry-meeting bay of Quenebec river, June 13, 1722,
the Indians made a beginning, and captivated Love, Ha-
milton, Hanfard, Trefcot, and Edgar. July 5, 1722,
in Bofton thefe Indians were proclaimed enemies and re-

bels. Captain Herman, with a fcout, killed feveral In-

dians upon Qiienebec river. A body of Indians, at Ar-
rowfick, kill fome people, burnt fixty dwelling-houfes,

and deftroyed fifty head of cattle ; they in vain attempted

Richmond fort upon Qiienebec river, and St. George's

fort near Penobfcot ; they feized an EngliOi (loop at

Pefamaquady ; \_a] in vain attempted Annapolis of Nova
Scotia j they furprized fixteen of our filhing vefTels near

Canfo [hi- Lovel, with his fcouting party of voluntiers,

was of great fervice, but at lafl unfortunate. The great

havock of Indians by a large fcouting party made at

Noridgwoag [c\ At Noridgwoag a fcouting party,

fome time before this, feized fome letters from the Go-
vernor-General of Canada to miffionary Ralle, exhorting

all the French miffionaries, notwithstanding the pro-

found peace between Great-Britain and France, to incite

the Indians to a6l vigoroufly againit the Englilh. The
Indians at times did fome fmall damages upon our fron-

tiers ; they inveiled fort St.- George near Penobfcot,

thirty days without fuccefs.

Anno 1723, Aug. 21, arrived in Bofton fixty-three In-

dians of the Six New-York nations, with a fham propofal

of alliance againft our Eaftern Indians ; their real projed

was only to receive prefents ; they returned home with-

out ftipulating any fuccours.

Anno 1723, Nov. 17, arrived in Bofton a meflage

from the general of Canada, by capt. Le Ronde Denie

and lieut. De Ramfay de troupes marines. 1725, In

January, col. Thaxter and Dudley from MafTachufetts-

Bay, and Mr. Atkinfon from New-Hampftiire, fet out

with a meffage to expoftulate with the French govern-

[«] See p. 317. [^J Ibid. [c} See p. 199.

ment
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ment of Canada, concerning their inciting and afliiling

our rebellious Indians.

The Indians much harrafled by our frequent fcouts to

Penobfcot, Noridgwoag, White Hills, ^c. and by our
rangers vifiting their carrying-places, clam-banks, fifii-^

ing, fowling, and hunting grounds j fubmitted to our
own terms, SJ^ Bofton, Dec. 25, 1725; which was after-

wards ratified at Cafco, Aug. 5, 1726. By this Indian

war, thefe Indians were fo much reduced, that, in the

late French and Indian war from 1744 to 1749, we fuf-

fered very little upon our frontiers. All the fupplies

from 1720 to 1725 inclufive, did not exceed 242,000/.
whereof 1 0,000/. old tenor per annum defrayed the ordi-

nary charges of government, a notorious inftance of ho-
nefty, frugality and good management. The forces-were
allowed per week, 1 o jr. pay, and 6 s. provilion.

4. Governor' Shirley *s French and Indian war. The
war againft France was proclaimed in Bofton, June 2,

1 744 ; ^nd to guard againft the French and Indian in-

curfions, 500 men were imprefled ; whereof 300 for the

caftern frontier, viz. 50 from each of the militia re-

giments of Pepperell, Gerrifli, Berry, Plaifted, Saltonftal,

and Phipps ; and 200 men for the weftern frontier,

viz. fifty from each of the regiments of Chandler, Ward,
Willard and Stoddard; twenty-five men from each re-

giment of Wendell at Bofton, and Gouge, for reinforcing

the ordinary ftanding garrifons, viz. George's fort to

forty men, Pemaquid to twenty-four, Richmond to

twenty-five, Brunfwick to twelve, Saco to twenty men

;

no detachments were made from the miHtia of the old

colony of Plymouth. Ninety- fix barrels of gunpowder
fentto the feveral townftiips, to be fold to the inhabitants

at prime coft, including charges.

In fummer 1 744, upon the breaking out of the French
war, the Prefident colonel Mafcarene, and council of

y] See p. 200.

Vol, I, O o Nova
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Nova Scotia, reprefent the weak ftate of the garrifon of

Annapolis, and ill condition of its fortifications ; the af-

fembly of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, generoufly

feht them a reinforcement of 200 men in four compa-

nies, allowing 25/. levy-money per man (the men to

find their own arms) and three months provifion ; their

pay and further viftualling was from Great-Britain •, they

continued about eighteen months ir^ pay, and were of

good fervice againft M. Lutre and Duvivier's attempts

upon Annapolis [e'].

The Cape-Sable, and St. John's Indians of Nova-Sco-

tia, having in fummer, under M. Lutre, made an attempt

upon Annapolis -, they were proclaimed rebels and ene-

mies at Bofton, November 1 744, from three miles eafl

of Pafamaquady river ; and 400 /. old tenor granted

a premium for each fcalped or captivated Indian. When
it was found that the Penobfcot and Noridgwoag In-

dians had joined them, the declaration of war was ex-

tended to thefe, Auguft 23, 1745; thefe Indians having

burnt a fort at St. George's, fome houfes, and killed

many, catde.

This war, fo far as it relates to Nova Scotia, has al-

ready been mentioned [/]. i . M. Lutre, with 300 Cape-

Sable and St. John's Indians, did attempt the fort ofAn-
napolis in June 1744. 2. Duvivier, with the fame In-

dians and fome regular troops from Louifbourg, in all a-

bout 800 men, in September, invefted and fummoned the

fort, and after three weeks retired to Minas. 3. M. Marin

from Canada, with about 900 French and Indians in May,

1 745, made a Ihort appearance before the fort, and re-

tired to Minas, thence to proceed towards the relief of
|

Louifbourg; they were intercepted. 4. M deRamfay, 1

Vvith about 1600 men French and Indians from Canada,

arrives at Minas in fummer 1746, defigned to join Duke
d'Anville's armament at Chebudo; towards the end of

September, he came before Annapolis, but made no af-

lault ; being advifed of the return of the French fleet

[e] Seep. 319. [/J IbicL

for
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for France, he retired to Minas and Chichanefto, and

from thence next fummer to join a French fleet and land

forces towards reducing of Annapolis. In the winter

1746-7, about 500 to 600 of De Ramfay's men from

Chicanedo, furprized the New-England forces cantoned

at Minas, and did much havock \g\. The French return

to Chicanedo waiting the arrival of la Jonquiere's fqua-

dron from France, but upon advice of this fleet being

defl:royed in Europe, De Ramfay returns to Canada, ^nd
Nova Scotia fufi^ered no further difl:urbance.

Thofe 500 men, of the Canada levies, were the fecond

reinforcement fent by Mafl^achufetts- Bay to Nova Scoda

;

they were about twelve months in pay, and the remains

ofthem returned to Bofl:ori in Autumn 1747.
Odob. 31, 1747, all the Canada levies v/ere difmifled,

and next day, November i, about 270 of them, in fix

companies, lifted as a third reinforcement for Nova Sco-

tia -, they were allowed Britifli pay, and a full cloathing,

but foon wore out; they were ordered home in the fe-

i^erity of winter, 1748-9, and in rags •, but by kind Pro-

vidence, they generally arrived fafe, and were difmiflTed

February 24, 1748-9.
For the three Canada expeditions that have been pro-

(jeded, but not efFeded fince the Revolution; fee p. 309,

Wc. The Canada levies of 1746, were under the direc-

tion of Sir Peter Warren and Mr. Shirley, with an in*

ftrudion to employ them occafionally, as in difcretion

they might think proper ; accordingly, late in the year,

when the river of St. Laurence was become impradica-

ble, they cantoned 900 of them, part of the Crown-

Point deftination (2000 under Waldo and Dwight were

the whole) along the frontiers in double pay, national

and provincial, and 500 v;ere fent to Nova Scotia. In

autumn, 1747, Knowles and Shirley, by infl:rudions

from home, had the diredion of Nova Scotia.

For the affair of Cape-Breton, a miraculouOy fuccefs-

{g\ See p. 324-

O p 2 ful
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ful expedition [^], our colony people love frolicks ; they

continued in pay about eighteen months.

For the North-America fea. campaigns of 1744, 1745,

1 746, and 1 747 [z] j to thefe we may add, that in the

winter 1748-9, all the ftation fhips of North-America
were called off, to form a fquadron againft St. Jago de

Cuba, but in vain. The French and Spanifh privateers

improved this opportunity of a naked coaft, took many of

our veflels, impune they failed up Delaware river to with^

in a few miles of Philadelphia, and many leagues up
Chefepeak bay of Virginia, and up Cape-Fear river of

North-Carolina.

Towards the Crown-Point expedition, 1746, we fent

by water to Albany four months provifions for 1 50Q
men with tents, a thirteen inch mortar, and ——* barrels

of gunpowder ; the fickneffes at Albany, and the alarm

from d'Anville's, fquadron luckily put a check.

In the fummer, 1748, notwithftanding a ceffation

of arms in Europe being notified, fome aflbciated ban-

ditti Indians in the French influence, did damage at

Saratogo at fort Maffachufetts, in our eaftern country

;

and at St. John*s river of Nova Scotia, they killed fome

men belonging to the Anfon andWarren of the ordnance.

There are feveral mifcellany affairs belonging to this

article, to be related in a lliort loofe manner ; which

may ferve 4S common place for future hiftorians.

The fix Indian nations of New-York, by the Dutch
trading influence, did amongft them refolve to ffand

neuter 5 the Oneidas and Cayugas, French prieft-rid, re-

fufed a meeting of delegates defired by governor Clin-

ton. In Auguft and Sepfeiriber 174-6, Maffachufetts-

Bay fent commillioners tp cpnfcr with thefe Indians

at Albany ; and 1748, Maffachufetts fent their gover-

nor and other coqimiffioners there to concert war affairs

when the war was over.

1746, The French and their Indians from Crown-

Point commit maqy barbarous murders and depredations

\h] See p. 535. 345 [?] See p. 338, &c.

at
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at Saratogo near Albany. 1 747, The militia garnfon

of Saratogo carry off the ordnance and ftores, and burnt

the fort, without orders from the governor or govern-

ment, as it is faid.

In the fpring, 1744, arrive in Bofton the King's gift

to Caftle-Wilham of 20 cannon of 42 pound ball, and
2 mortars of thirteen inches, with all ftores, excepting

gunpowder.

Anno 1744, the provincial aflembly voted a range

of forts to be built between Connedicut river and New-
York boundary line, vjz. Fall-fight, Colerani, Sherley,

Pelham, and Maflachufetts.

. In the fpring, 1745, the province frigate MafTachufetts

was launched ; the fund was 6 d. per ton each voyage up-

on veffels in foreign voyages, aud 6d, per ton per annum
on fifhing and coafting veffels of the province.

For the years 1 745, 1 746, and 1 747, the premium for

Indian fcalps and captives 1000/. old tenor per head

to voluntiers, and 400 /. to impreifed men ; their wages^

and fubfiftence-money to be deduded.

, 1747, Auguft, arrives in Bofton, twenty-one days paf-

fage from Quebec in Canada, a French flag of truce with

172 prifoners and captives Britifti ; feventy of the Britifh

died in Quebec ; their allowance there per day was one

pound and a half bread, half a pound beef, one gill of

peafe, with fpruce beer.

X747, We fent a flag of truce, Auguft r, from Bofton

with fixty-thr-ee French prifoners, delivered at L'Ifle de

Bafque, thirty-five leagues below Quebec, and received

fixteen Britifh prifoners ; returned to Bofton 06lober 3,

On our eaftern and weftern frontier, and in the inter-

mediate province of New-Hampftiire, befides ordinary

garriions, there were, anno 1745, about 747 men for

funimer; 17-^6, about 1270 men for fummer, and 315
for winter; 1747, about 1676 men (the Canada 900
levies included) for the fummer, and 509 for winter \

:j748 (including 200 men from Conne<fticut) 1410 men
for
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for fummer, and 524 for winter, fifty from Conneflicut

included.

1749, Beginning of February, the peace which had

beenfigned -Jt iix-la-Chapelle the 7th of Odober, 1748,

was proclaiaied in London, and in Bofton May loth

following.

After the conclufion of the peace with France and

Spain ', by order of the general of Canada, a confidera-

ble number of people, confifting of (as it is faid) fome

regular troops, Canadians and Indians, made a fhort ap-

pearance near Bay Verteof Nova Scotia; they pretended

that their bufinefs was to cut fire-wood for the expecfled

French troops to garrifon Louilbourg, but the real de-

fign feems to have been, to keep up their claim to fome

part of Nova Scotia, leil Great-Britain in after times

fhould claim prefcription from an uninterrupted pof-

feflion-, fjme fhort time after this, the Governor-general

of Canada by a formal letter to the Government of

Nova Scotia, put in a French claim to the northern parts

of Nova Scotia [/^].

Peace being now fully fettled, the court of Great-

Britain feems to be in earned (lince the peace of Utrecht

neglefted) in fettling of Nova Scotia, as appears by the

following extrad from the original piece.

Whitehall^ March y, ly^S-^.

APropofal having been prefented unto his Majefly,

for the eftablifhing a civil government in the pro-

vince of Nova Scotia in North America ; as alfo for

the better peopling and fettling the faid province, and

[kl The General of Martinico's French claim laft winter to the

ifland of Tobago, forty leagues fouth from Barbadoes, and compre-

hended in the commiffion of the governor of Ba?ba4Qes, was fome-

thing of this nature.

It is probable, th^t claims of this kind will be brought before tho

commiffaries or commiffioners ufuallx. apptunted to fettle fome con-

cerns, which otherwjfe would have protraJ^ed the negotiations for a

general peace.

4 extending
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extending and improving the fifhery thereof, by grant-

ing lands within the fame, and giving other encourage-'

ments to fuch of the officers and private men lately dif-

mifled his majefty's land and fea fervice, as fhall be will-

ing to fettle in the faid province : and his majefty hav-
ing fignified his royal approbation of the purport of the

faid propofals, the Right Hon. the lord commiffioners

for Trade and Plantations do, by his Majefly's com-
mand, give notice, that proper encouragement will be
given to fuch of the officers and private men lately dif-

miffed his Majefty's land and fea fervice, and to artificers

neceffary in building and hufbandry, as are willing to ac-

cept of grants of land, and to fettle with or without
families in the province of Nova Scotia.

To the fettlers qualified as above, i. Will be granted
paffage and fubfiftence during their pafTage ; as alfo for

the fpace of twelve months after their arrival. 2. Arms
and ammunition, as far as wall be judged neceffary for

their defence, with proper utenfils for hu/bandry, fiffi-

ery, eredling habitations, and other neceffary purpofes.

3. A civil government, to be eftablifhed with all the

privileges of his Majefty's other colonies or governments
in America, and proper meafures will be taken for their

fecurity and proteftion.

The lands granted fhall be in fee-fimple, free from the
payment of any quit-rents, or taxes, for the term of ten

years j at the expiration whereof no perfon to pay more
than one fhilling fterling per annum^ for every fifty acres

fo granted : the lands are to be granted with the follow-

ing qualifications and proportions.

Fifty acres to every private foldier or feaman, and ten

acres over and above to every perfon (including womea
and children) of which his family Ihall ccmfift, and fur-

ther grants to be made to them -, as their families Ihall

increafe.

Eightyacres to every officer under the rank of an enfign
in the land fervice, and that of a lientenant in the fea

fervice, and fifteen acres to every perfoa belonging to the
family. 200
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200 Acres to every enfign, 300 to a lieutenant, 400
to a captain,* 600 to any officer above the rank of a cap-

tain in the land fervice ; in the fea fervice, 400 acres

to a lieutenant, 600 acres to a captain ; thirty acres to

every perfon. belonging to fuch' families. Reputed fur-

geons, whether they have been in his Majefly's fervice,

or not, fhall be in the capacity of enfigns.

All perfons defirous to engage, are to enter their

names in the month of April, 1749, at the Trade and

Plantation office, or with the Commiffioners of the Navy
refiding at Portfmouth and Plymoutbt,

i\', B, This volume begins January 1746-7, and ends May 1749".

The Reader therefore will make Allowatnces for what Alterations

have been made in the Englifti Settlements fince that time.

End of the Firfl: Volume.














